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Welcome to our April issue of the Essex Birdwatching Society. This newsletter is to remind
you of the Society’s forthcoming events and to give you a summary of other “birding”
activities taking place in the county. There are some highlights about our last field trip to
entice you onto our next outing in May! … and an idea to enlist children’s interest in
birdwatching of a kind. Please read on:

Field Trip Highlights:
DUNGENESS — Sunday 10th April
The weather was good in that it was sunny and did not rain; only
a little windy near the sea shore and stronger winds only came
towards the end of the day. A good start. Not many people like
gulls but I do! And all of them (near enough) were there for me,
even Mediterranean Gulls. Common Terns and a Sandwich
Tern also turned up and several groups of Common Scoters and
Gannets and a Kittiwake too. In the afternoon we explored the
RSPB site and were rewarded with good views of a Tundra
Bean Goose and of a superb male Redstart which obligingly
climbed onto posts before retreating to the depth of the bushes.
On the pools lucky observers noticed Pintail, Goldeneye, Blacknecked Grebe and in the reeds a Water Rail and a Bittern.
Sedge Warblers, Cetti’s Warblers and Reed Buntings were
singing everywhere. A special treat was in store for people interested in insects: the rare grey-backed mining bee, Andrena
vaga, was nesting in the sand bank near Dennis’s hide at the entrance of the RSPB visitor centre, which allowed good views
without disturbing the bees! And to finish the day a stoat run
across the shingle with a rabbit prey in its mouth just ahead of
us! These were MY highlights but you will be able to read a
more detailed report in our Summer issue of the Essex Birding
Journal. Dominique.

RSPB Dungeness, Kent

Nesting site of Andrena vaga

Indoor Meetings
There are NO indoor meetings now until they resume in September with guest speaker Paul
Hacket on “DIGISCOPING BIRDS”, Friday 2nd September 2016, starting at 20:00 at the Quaker
Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.

Next Field Trip:
MINSMERE RSPB RESERVE— Sunday 8th May 2016

Sightings in April: Stone Curlew, Jack Snipe, Sand Martins

We return to the RSPB’s superb flagship reserve on the Suffolk coast, and the home
of ”Springwatch”, with its wide range of habitats. Cetti’s Warbler, Avocets, Treecreeper,
Mediterranean Gull, Spotted Redshank, Bearded Tit, Marsh Harrier, Terns and many
more. The adjacent Dunwich Heath offers sightings of Stonechat and Dartford Warbler.
Stanway pick-up as required.
All Coach trips commence from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel) at 07:15
for 07:30, unless stated otherwise, with pick-ups at Shenfield High School at 07:45 and Oak
P.H. Grays at 08:00 or Swan P.H. Stanway at 08:00, depending on the direction on the day.
There is a large ’free‘ car park next to County Hotel in Chelmsford.
Coach trips cost £20.00-£22.00 each, subject to destination. Accompanied juniors travel
‘free’. An entrance charge applies to some venues and reserves for non-members of RSPB,
WWT, Wildlife Trusts, etc.
To reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00).

Dawn Chorus in May
1st May is International dawn chorus day! The following events might be of interest:

Sun 1 May: Buteo wildlife dawn chorus walk at Fishers Green, River Lee Country
park, Waltham Abbey. 4:30 am start, £5 : https://www.visitleevalley.org.uk/en/
content/cms/whatson/dawn-chorus-walk/

Tues 3 May: Belhus Woods Guided Dawn chorus at Belhus Woods Country Park,
South Ockendon, Essex. 4.45 am start.

Tues 3 May: Dawn chorus walk at Rye Meads Nature reserve, Stanstead Abbots,
Herts. £6 pp and meet at 4:30am!


Sun 1 May/8 May/15 May: dawn chorus walk with the RSPB at Bowers Marsh Reserve. Start 5:00, end 7:00am. http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/
seenature/events/details.aspx?id=tcm:9-415147



Tues 17 May: Wakering Common dawn chorus walk with the Southeast Essex RSPB
local group. Meet at 4:30am. Turn left to the Common by the church at the end of Gt
Wakering High Street. Parking is limited. Meet at 4:30am. http://
www.southendrspb.co.uk/calendar.htm



Sun 29 May: 3:45 - 7.00 am. Dawn chorus, bats, bluebells, breakfast at Hanningfield
Reservoir visitor centre.
Please note all these events will need to be booked. There are more events throughout
the country which you may find on www.idcd.info.

Other Walks





Wrabness Nature Reserve on Saturday 30 April 2016. Start: 10.00am. Details on www.rspb.org.uk/groups/chelmsford/events/
Spring Bird Walk on Galleywood Common, Chelmsford on Sunday 15th May
2016. Start: 9.30 am. £2 per person, under 16 free. End: around 11.30 am.
Venue: Galleywood Heritage Centre off Margaretting Rd, Chelmsford, CM2 8TR.
More information on www.galleywoodheritagecentre.org.uk
Guided walk at Fairlop Waters, Forest Rd, Barkingside, Essex, IG6 3HN on
14 May 2016 at 8.30 am. Booking essential. Contact http://www.rspb.org.uk/
groups/northeastlondon/events/

Other Talks


“Wallasea Island Wild Coast Project” on 28 April 2016. Speaker: Rachel Fancy.
Venue: Chelmsford & Central Essex Local RSPB Group in the Writtle College Northumberland Theatre, Lordship Rd, Chelmsford CM1 3RP. 8.00pm start. £3.50. Booking not
required. Details on www.rspb.org.uk/groups/chelmsford/events/

House Martins
In 2016 the BTO is doing a survey on the House Martin
whose population in England is in decline. The BTO is particularly looking at nesting birds to understand their breeding success in various places and habitats. They are asking for volunteers to register for the survey NOW which will involve making
regular observations at individual nests to collect information
about nesting activity. Volunteers can select their own study
site anywhere house martins are nesting. Details on the BTO
website. Contact Survey Organiser: housemartins@bto.org

Photograph from BTO enews

Penguin Watch
A fun thing to do with children to interest them in birds… or at least in penguins! Go to the
website www.penguinwatch.org and sign in. You will be shown photographs of Gentoo, Chinstrap, Adelie, King or Rockhopper penguins taken in their breeding habitat in Antarctica. For
each photo you count the number of adults, chicks or eggs you see by clicking in their centre.
You’ll be contributing to a great Antarctic penguin census!

Bird Race
If you want some practice before our first EBwS Birdathon in October 2016 why not take part
in the forthcoming Norfolk bird race. There is still time to enter as the race takes place on
30th April. Visit norfolkbirdrace.com for details or email info@norfolkbirdrace.com

Photo competition
There is still time to get that winning photo as our first photography competition will
run from 1st January to 31st December 2016. Details on website. Get clicking!

Membership
If you are interested in joining EBwS, please look for details on the website or email
essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com with “membership” in the subject.
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Remember to put on all your sightings on the website (EBwS.org.uk)!
If you know of other events or have articles of interest to the Society’s
members please do not hesitate to contact us on our new email address:
essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com, quoting “newsletter”

