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EBwS Birdathon 

Dear Members,    In June so far, a Ruddy Shelduck and a Red-crested Pochard were seen at 

Hanningfield Reservoir. Gannets and Fulmar were at The Naze. Little Egrets are now every-

where from Abberton to Wat Tyler Park. Red Kites were spotted in locations such as Billericay, 

Sidle Hedingham and Danbury. The less common Montagu’s Harrier was at Bradwell Bird Ob-

servatory where the Peregrine Falcons can still be seen. Lots of Turtle Doves and Cuckoos purr-

ing and calling respectively from everywhere. The Swifts have arrived and are now spotted from 

Abbots Hall Farm to Writtle. What can our members add to the lists for July?  

The date is fast approaching for the Society’s first Birdathon event which takes place 

from 00.01 am on 1st October to midnight on 7th October 2016. To form a group you 

only need a minimum number of 2 people (maximum 5). In order to qualify all you need 

to do is choose a day suitable to all parties and you will then have 24 hours to record as 

many birds as possible in your chosen patch of Essex. Choose a name for your party and     

ENTER NOW to claim your official recording form. More details on the website under the 

section “Activities” or from Steve Collins at Essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com 

Volunteers 

 Can you help with surveying Wethersfield airfield site near Braintree to present 
a good case for maintaining its wildlife? This Ministry of Defence facility could be 
turned into housing estates or a prison as the airbase is likely to be given up in the 
near future. Please contact Essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com if you can help. 
Your details will be passed on to the survey coordinator. 

 
 Our Society needs a new Events Organiser. Could it be you? For more informa-

tion, please contact us on Essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com 
 The positions of Indoor Evening Meetings Organiser and Publicity Officer are 

also vacant at EBwS. If interested in either please contact us as above for further 
details. 

 A Chairman for the Recording Committee is also needed at EBwS. For details 

and to apply see above. 

 Volunteer Work Party at Tollesbury Wick on Sat, 25/06/2016 - 9:30am - 

4:00pm. The footpath around this reserve is exposed to the elements, bring: 

gloves, wellies/walking boots, appropriate outdoor clothing, and a packed lunch. 

Meet at Marsh House Farm. Contact: Jonathan Smith (Warden), Tel: 01621 869899 

or 07881 815996 

 Volunteer Work Party at Two Tree Island on Sun 10/07/2016 - 10:00am - 
1:00pm. Work parties are held on the second Sunday of every month with a tea 
break at half time, please bring your own refreshments. Meet at the warden's hut. 
Contact the warden for any other details: Mark Bridges, Tel: 01702 557971 
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Our Next Field Trip: RUTLAND “BIRD FAIR”, Sunday 21st August 

Some Walks... 

Highlights of the Ashdown Forest trip 

on 5th June 

Sat 2 July HISTORY WALKS at Abbotts Hall farm, led by EWT staff. Maldon Rd, Great Wigbor-

ough, CO5 7RZ. Walks will start from 10 am, leaving at regular intervals. Arrive any time betw 10 
am and 12.30pm. Event finishes at 2 pm. Call 01621 862960. Discover the fascinating history of 

the house, farm and nature reserve. Booking advisable. £6 for adults, £3 for children.  

It was a very hot day when we set off for Ash-
down Forest in Sussex at the beginning of June. 

It was a new area for me and when we arrived I 
found that it was an extensive heath with flower 
meadows and some scattered trees but not much 
shade! There was plenty of wildlife besides the 

birds we were looking for. Heath fritillaries 
were spotted as well as damselflies and dragon-

flies such as the Broad Bodied Chaser over the 
small ponds we came across. The electricity py-

lons provided good perches for Willow War-
blers, Stonechats and a Cuckoo. There were 
Siskins, Linnets, Bullfinches, but the highlight 

for me was to see so many Redstarts with their 
colourful plumage shining in the bright sunlight. 
...and if only I had not lingered behind, I might 
also have seen a family of 3 adult Dartford 

Warblers and 1 juvenile encountered by Steve 
Grimwade and his group! Unfortunately for now 

these will have to remain on my forever growing 

list of “target” birds.    Dominique The heath above, and an unexpected Bird below 

Photography 

Have you found yet that special image to enter our first EBwS photography competition? 
You have until the end of 2016 for taking images of free, wild Essex birds and if you can-
not decide which to enter, you may present up to 3 such images. Remember, “holiday 
birds” will not count unless you took your break in Essex! Terms and conditions are de-
tailed on our website under the section “Activities”. P.S. If you need to practise birds in flight, there 

is a birds of prey display at the Essex County Show at Barleylands on 10/11th September. Check  the web. 

 
For more practice, you might also be interested in the following: Kingfisher photography 
morning at Rye Meads Reserve, Herts: Sunday 10 July, 6.30am - 9am, Price: £10 Mem-

bers only, Booking essential. We are offering 10 special guests the chance to be VIP’s on the 
reserve this morning. You will be allowed exclusive early access at 6.30 am until normal 
opening at 9 am, and be able to set up the best photos in the early morning light.  

The Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre at Egleton Reserve on Rutland Water is home of the an-

nual ‘Bird Fair’, where you have the opportunity to do some Birdwatching from the 30 hides; book 

your next trip; purchase a field guide; take in a lecture or two; or just enjoy the many displays in 

18 huge marquees and outside exhibits. Internet pre-booking is possible with reduced rate for 

RSPB/EWT members. (Valid membership cards must be presented at the entrance). Chelmsford 

only. All Coach trips commence from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel) at 06:45 

for 07:00. There is a large ’free‘ car park next to County Hotel in Chelmsford. Coach trips cost 

£20.00 each. Accompanied juniors travel ‘free’. To reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson 

on 07775 663166 (after 19:00). 



Wildlife Walk at Fingringhoe Wick Visitor Centre, Colchester, CO5 7DN. Thu, 07/07/2016 

- 10:30am - 12:00pm. Join Essex Wildlife Trust on the reserve for a walk. We’ll take in the 

different habitats and talk about the wildlife goings on at this time of year, finishing up at the 
tea room! Also on 14th and 21st July. 
An Evening walk at Davy Down, Mon, 11/07/2016 - 8:00pm - 10:00pm. Looking for wild-
life at dusk. Venue: Davy Down Riverside Park, Grays, Romford, RM16 5UL 

Meet in the car park at 8pm. 
Contact Joy Emerson: 01708 440297 
For children: Seashore Detectives Thu, 04/08/2016 - 10:00am - 12:00pm. Come along to 
the Naze to explore the seashore. We will be looking out for birds, anemones, shells, fossils, 

seaweed and anything else that is interesting! Donation £4 per child, booking essential, chil-

dren must be accompanied. The Naze Education and Visitor Centre, Walton-on-the-Naze,  
CO14 8LE (Essex wildlife trust event) 

Historical Walk, Wed, 06/07/2016 - 7:00pm - 8:30pm, Tiptree Heath Nature Reserve. 
The Warden, Joan Pinch will take you to locations on the heath where events, going back as 
far as the Middle Ages, occurred to shape the future. Tiptree Heath Nature Reserve, Maldon 
Road, Tiptree, CO5 0PU. Contact Joan Pinch: 07842 110051/joanpinch@hotmail.com 

Wildlife Walk: Willow Park Sat, 02/07/2016 - 2:00pm - 4:00pm. A wildlife walk to the 
ponds and wetlands of Willow Park. Venue: Willow Park, Lee Chapel Lane, Langdon Hills, Bas-
ildon SS16 5NX. Contact Brian Dawson: 01268 491540 
Wildlife Stocktake at Abberton Reservoir - DAWN CHORUS. Sat. 25 June - 4:00am - 
6:00am. Help count and identify species out on the nature reserve - start with identifying and 
counting birds on site. As part of this day of activities we will start with a dawn chorus. Get up 
early and join our friendly leaders as we watch the reservoir and its wildlife waking up. Ex-
perience bird song at its best and identify the songsters before returning to the Visitor Centre, 
where our famous breakfast baps will be available for purchase after the event; please let us 
know at the time of booking if you would like breakfast. 
Open Day at Cockaynes Wood Nature Reserve Wivenhoe, Colchester, CO7 9JX  
Sat, 25/06/2016 - 11:00am - 4:00pm, Contact David Bain: 01255 861342 
RSPB Ipswich group: Landguard, Wed. 29 June, Time: 6.30pm: wildflowers of a Shingle 

Spit + a few birds. Location: Meet at Manor Road car park, Felixstowe. A visit to Landguard 
Nature reserve for the Summer birdlife and in particular, the wild flowers of this important 
vegetated shingle spit reserve at the South end of Suffolk. As is normal with Landguard the 

birdlife is varied and anything can be seen. We meet at Manor Road car park. Leader Stephen 

Marginson. All welcome. Telephone: 01473 258791  E-mail: smarginson@btinternet.com 
RSPB Ipswich group: Trimley SWT Reserve for summer and autumn birds, Sun 24 July. 
Time: 2.00pm. Location: Meet at car park at Searsons Farm, Cordys Lane, Trimley St Martin 
A walk down to the Suffolk Wildlife Trust Reserve at Trimley to view the Summer birds and 
other wildlife which can be seen in this area. The area is good for Summer waders and the 
first of the autumn migrant waders may be around. Around 7 miles at a moderate pace. We 
meet at Searsons Farm, Cordys Lane, Trimley for a trip which will take around 4 to 5 hours 
depending on what is around. Leader Stephen Marginson. All welcome. Telephone: 01473 
258791 E-mail: smarginson@btinternet.com 
Wildlife watch at Rye Meads: Sat 25th June, 2 - 4pm. Join our pros in the hides for help 

spotting and identifying birds and other wildlife. Free and no need to book, just turn up. Rye 

Meads nature reserve, Rye Rd, Stanstead Abbotts, Herts. 
Late night opening and moth night at Rainham Marshes RSPB reserve: Fri 22 Jul. 
Many birds start singing again in a last flourish before bed while others prepare themselves 
for a through the night serenade. The Marsh Frogs should be active and there is a chance that 
our very nocturnal Barn Owls may grace us with a fly past while early emerging bats of sev-
eral species hawk overhead. RM19 1SZ 

Thursday 23rdJune, 10.00 Discovery Charter Seal Trip Leaving from Wallasea Ma-
rina and Burnham Town Quay 10 Minutes Later. With RSPB Southend group. See their web-
site for other dates until 30th June: http://www.southendrspb.co.uk/calendar.htm. Weather and 
demand permitting, we explore the creeks around Foulness and Potton Island in search of the many 
varieties of bird life and the Common Seals. Adults £20, under 12s £5.00 or option to book the boat 
for £200 (maximum 12 people). Call Steve on: 07748 653900 to book or email charterdiscov-
ery@gmail.com.                 
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Please send your events or articles of interest to the Society’s members to our email 

address:  essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com,  quoting “newsletter” 

There are NO indoor meetings now at EBwS until they resume in September with guest speaker 

Paul Hacket on “DIGISCOPING BIRDS”, Friday 2nd September 2016, starting at 20:00 at the 

Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.  

Membership 

If you are interested in joining EBwS, please look for details on the website or email essex-
birdwatchingsociety@gmail.com with “membership” in the subject. 

Thank you for adding all your sightings on the website 

Some talks  

An Introduction to Barn Owls Tue, 02/08/2016 - 10:00am - 4:00pm. Hanningfield Reservoir 

Visitor Centre, Hawkswood Road, Downham, CM11 1WT. The course is designed for beginners 

and will focus on the ecology of Barn owls, including pellet dissection and a site visit to assess its 

suitability for Barn owls. 

Owl Evening Wed, 10/08/2016 - 7:00pm - 9:00pm. Hanningfield Reservoir Visitor Centre. 
'British Owls’ presented by Nigel King of Imperial Bird of Prey Academy. Nigel, together with all 

the staff at Imperial, is a great supporter of bird of prey and general wildlife conservation. £6 per 

adult, £4 per child. Booking Essential.  

Owl Evening Thu, 25/08/2016 - 7:00pm - 8:30pm.  
Join Nigel King from Imperial Bird of Prey Academy for a talk about our British Owls. In the first 

half of the evening he will talk about the owls in his care and what we can do to ensure these beau-

tiful birds are preserved. In the second half Nigel will be flying some of his owls here in the centre 

for everyone to enjoy! Belfairs Woodland Centre, Eastwood Road North, Leigh-On-Sea, SS9 4LR 

Vulture Evening Wed, 24/08/2016 - 7:00pm - 9:00pm Come and join Nigel King of Imperial 

Bird of Prey Academy. The ‘vulture' event will cover a wide range of topics that include conserva-

tion, habitat, diet, adaptations and biology and give you the opportunity to be up close and per-

sonal with these magnificent birds. Booking Essential. Hanningfield Reservoir Visitor Centre. 


