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Dear Members,    
 August and September seem to be all about bird MIGRATION! I found a lot of activities 
related to this event in many nature conservation societies and I hope that you will find something 
interesting enough that you will want to join in. Some talks/events are so popular that extra days 
are being slotted in; so be warned, the earlier you book the better your chance of attending… 
Don’t forget our EBwS evening talks start again early September (see below) but if you want 
something further afield have a read about what I found with Marine-Life. 

Upcoming talks at EBwS ... 

Friday 2nd September  DIGISCOPING, WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?  Paul Hackett 

Paul Hackett has been digiscoping since 1998 and gives us an insight into how to get the best 
photographs by using your birding ‘scopes and binoculars. You are invited to come along and 
enjoy seeing just how easy it is to learn so much about this rewarding and growing hob-
by! Paul is a Birder, Twitcher, Digiscoping Consultant/Tutor Kowa Optics UK, Panasonic Lumix 
Ambassador, RSPB Photographic Volunteer ...and if you can’t wait to see him, he’ll be at the 
Rutland Bird Fair on Saturday 20th August from 12:00 at the Anglian Water Birdwatching 
Centre. Alas! Only a 20 minutes talk! Come to our indoor event to learn more! starting 
at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.  

Friday 4th November  FIGHTING FOR BIRDS  Mark Avery 

Dr Mark Avery delivers a powerful talk about extinction! The Passenger Pigeon was the most numerous 
bird species on the planet just 50 years before it was driven to extinction! – How? Why? The Hen Harri-
er, our most beautiful bird of prey, is now the most persecuted bird in Britain! – How? Why? PLEASE 
NOTE this meeting will be held at the TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH, Rainsford Road, Chelms-
ford, CM1 2XB. An excellent talk not to be missed. 

Hen Harrier update following Hen Harrier Day 2016... 

The e- petition created by Dr Mark Avery (see above) and calling for driven grouse shooting to be banned in 
England (in the hope that it would help Hen Harrier numbers recover) has passed the 100,000 signature mark, 
the number necessary for the petition to be considered for debate in Parliament. It is now likely that the Peti-
tion Committee will consider this petition at a meeting on 6th September. To date the most votes in Essex 
came from the Colne valley and Harwich and North Essex, as tabulated by Dr Avery. For the latest on this see 
http://markavery.info 
To add your name onto the petition visit: https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/125003. The deadline for 
this is 20th September.  
On Friday 19th August the Rutland Birdfair will feature an event entitled ‘Is there a future for 
grouse shooting? Your chance to hear both sides of the debate’ and chaired by Rob Lambert 
and with Natalie Bennett, the leader of the Green Party, Simon Lester, former head game-
keeper at Langholm,  Stuart Housden of the RSPB in Scotland and Dr Mark Avery. This event 
is listed at 16:45 – 17:30 in the main event marquee (which holds 500 folk) and will include 
questions and answers from the audience.  



Some Walks... 

Cambridgeshire Bird Club Conference - Rare Breeding Birds 

Saturday 24th September, 0930–1700 at Cottenham Village College and Sunday 25th September, 11.00 -  
13.00 at various nature reserves to hear how rare breeding birds are protected and monitored on site. The 
conference is organised by Cambridgeshire Bird Club in collaboration with the British Trust for Ornithology 
(BTO) and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). This is an opportunity for everyone to learn 
more about recording and conserving rare breeding birds in the UK with a focus on Cambridgeshire and 
East Anglia. Some of the Saturday talks will cover: the Nene and Ouse Washes rare breeders, how satellite 
tagging help Montagu Harrier’s conservation, the Cambridgeshire rare breeding bird group’s work, short 
species account (Crane, Muscovy Duck, Lesser-spotted Woodpecker) and more....    
  £25 per ticket (includes coffee, lunch and tea), closing date 17 September   More on Venue 
Website:  http://www.cambridgebirdclub.org.uk  

We start the day at Lackford Lakes SWT reserve looking for Kingfisher, Water Rail plus wildfowl, wad-
ers and migrants from the many hides before spending the afternoon at the famous Lakenheath RSPB re-
serve. Expect species such as Bittern, Common Crane, Bearded Tit, Hobby, Marsh Harrier, Barn Owl, 
warblers plus lots more. Stanway pick-up as required.  

All Coach trips commence from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel) at 07:15 for 07:30, unless 
stated otherwise, with pick-ups at Shenfield High School at 07:45 and Oak P.H. Grays at 08:00 or 
Swan P.H. Stanway at 08:00, depending on the direction on the day. There is a large ’free‘ car park 
next to County Hotel in Chelmsford.Coach trips cost £20.00-£22.00 each, subject to destination. Ac-
companied juniors travel ‘free’. An entrance charge applies to some venues and reserves for non-
members of RSPB, WWT, Wildlife Trusts, etc. To avoid disappointing anyone on a waiting list, non-
attended coach bookings, without 24hrs cancellation notice, will incur the full trip cost. For more de-
tails and to reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00). 

Sunday 18th September  Lackenheath RSPB Reserve & Lackford Lakes  

EBwS Next Field Trip 

Essex Wildlife Trust Naze Centre 

If you have not already been this is a chance to visit the 
new Essex Wildlife Trust visitor centre at the Naze at Wal-
ton which will be officially opened by Nicholas Crane of 
BBC “Coast” fame. This formal opening will be followed by 
guided walks and children’s activities. 

Saturday 10 September at 2.00pm 

Tickets for the 2016 Spurn Migration Festival are now on sale:  a weekend-long celebration of the 
wonders of migration, with a packed programme of walks, talks and demonstrations. This year’s festi-
val will take place on Friday 9th to Sunday 11th September. Tickets are ONLY available from the cen-
tral booking office of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and can be booked online by visiting 
www.ywt.org.uk/whats-on or by calling 01904 659570 
For more information, see websites: Spurn Bird Observatory, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Birding 
Frontiers. Tickets are priced as follows: Weekend Ticket – £25, Day Ticket (Saturday or Sunday) – 
£16, Saturday Evening Lecture and Hog Roast – £8, Camping £7 per person per night.   

SPURN Migration 

Bats & Barn Owls Fri 26 August at Welney Wetland Centre. wwt.org.uk 
Join us for a guided walk at dusk to get closer to owls, bats & moths - EXTRA date due to de-
mand. 



Owl Evening Thu, 25/08/2016 - 7:00pm - 8:30pm. Join Nigel King from Imperial Bird of Prey Academy 
for a talk about our British Owls. Belfairs Woodland Centre, Eastwood Road North, Leigh-On-Sea. 
Seven Woods Walk Sat, 03/09/2016 - 10:00am - 1:30pm - Essex Wildlife Trust.Venue: John H. 
Burrows Recreation Ground, Rectory Road. Join Essex Wildlife Trust walks leader, Cliff Moore, 
to enjoy the 5 mile / 8 km walk around the seven woods in the Daws Heath and Belfairs Living 
Landscape.  
Birdie Birds - Ladies birdwatching group: Sun, 04/09/2016 - 10:00am - 12:00pm - Essex Wild-
life Trust. Venue: Ingrebourne Valley Visitor Centre, Hornchurch Country Park, Squadrons Ap-
proach. A Sociable Birdwatching Fortnightly Club for Women. Join our friendly and knowledgea-
ble and enjoy a walk around Hornchurch Country Park and surrounding areas spotting and identi-
fying birds and other wildlife along the way. Beginners welcome. £5 donation.  
Howland Marsh Open day: Sun, 04/09/2016 - 11:00am - 4:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. Venue: 
Howlands Marsh Nature Reserve, St Osyth. Guided walks, refreshments and more at the EWT na-
ture reserve.  
Wildlife Walk: Thu, 08/09/2016 - 10:30am - 12:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. Venue: Fingring-
hoe Wick Visitor Centre. Join us on the reserve for a walk. We’ll take in the different habitats and 
talk about the wildlife goings on at this time of year, finishing up at the tea room! 
Introduction to the birds and other wildlife of the Ingrebourne Valley:  Sat, 10/09/2016 - 
10:00am - 12:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. Join local naturalist Dave McGough on a walk around 
Hornchurch Country Park and the surrounding Living Landscape to experience the fantastic array 
of wildlife that the valley holds.  Meet at the visitor centre. Every 2nd Saturday of the month. 
Birding Day - Autumn migrants: Sat, 10/09/2016 - 10:00am - 4:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. 
Venue: Abberton Reservoir Visitor Centre 
Heybridge Basin and Chigborough Lakes: Sat, 17/09/2016 - 10:00am - 4:00pm - Essex Wild-
life Trust, Venue: Heybridge BasinA walk round Heybridge Basin near Maldon, looking mainly 
for migrant waders, will be followed after lunch by a visit to the nearby Trust reserve at Chigbor-
ough Lakes (disused gravel pits) frequented by wildfowl and occasionally by great white egret. 
Wildlife walk at MOD Wethersfield: Sat, 17/09/2016 - 2:00pm - 4:30pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. 
Venue: MOD site Wethersfield, Tinkers Avenue, Ros Gourgey will be leading a walk around this 
MOD site, which hosts a myriad of species. 
Birdwatching walk: Sun, 18/09/2016 - 10:00am - 1:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust, Venue: East-
wood road North. Join our Woodland Ranger Ashley for a walk through the reserve to look for our 
woodland residents! 
Monday 19th September: South East Essex RSPB Local Group Guided Walk - Canvey Sea-
front. Proceed on to Canvey from Benfleet. From the first roundabout take the first left (B1014). 
Follow this road through High Street until it becomes Point Road. At the very end turn right in to 
Beveland Road and park towards the end. South East Essex RSPB Local Group Guided Walk up 
the bank to the point. Meet at 11am High tide 14:12. All welcome. 
Old Hall Marshes: Sat. 17 Sep. “We'll be looking for returning waders and raptors and any pass-
ing migrants. The reserve is exposed so bring warm clothes and boots as some areas may be very 
muddy. We'll meet in the reserve car park.” Time: 10.00am, No charge. Telephone: 07985 796657. 
E-mail: vivconnett@mail.com     ref: rspb.org.uk/groups/chelmsford/events 
Butterfly ID workshop and walk: Tue, 23/08/2016 - 1:30pm - 4:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust, 
Venue: The Naze Education and Visitor Centre. A brilliant afternoon with EWT warden Bob Sea-
go. A short introductory talk will be followed by a guided walk around the Naze aiming to find 
and identify as many different butterfly species as possible. £8 per person, booking essential. 
Sunday 21st August and everyday until 31st August: Discovery Charter Seal Trip Leaving 
from Wallasea Marina and Burnham Town Quay 10 Minutes Later etc... 
“Weather and demand permitting, we explore the creeks around Foulness and Potton Island in 
search of the many varieties of bird life and the Common Seals. Adults £20, under 12s £5.00. Call 
Steve on: 07748 653900 to book or email charterdiscovery@gmail.com.” For details & bookings 
www.southenrspb.co.uk/calendar.htm. 
Sunday 25th September: South East Essex RSPB Local Group Guided Walk - Bradwell Bird 
Observatory. Meet at 11am in Eastlands car park. Follow the B1021 to Bradwell and then follow 
the signs to St Peters Chapel. Map reference TM035 081. All welcome. 



Membership 

If you are interested in joining EBwS, please look for details on the website or email es-
sexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com with “membership” in the subject. 

Thank you for adding all your sightings on the website 

Some talks  

Condor Ferries and MARINElife daytrips to Guernsey! “Join one of our Wildlife Officers aboard 
Condor Ferries Liberation looking for marine mammals and seabirds that can be found in the Eng-
lish Channel between Poole to Guernsey. Our Wildlife Officer (WLO) will be on deck offering help and guid-
ance on how to spot the many different species of marine wildlife that may be seen. The wildlife day trip is 
excellent value at just £20 per person and is kindly provided and supported by Condor Ferries who will do-
nate £5 to MARINElife for every ticket sold. Dates available: Tuesday 30th August, September: Thurs-
day 8th, Wednesday 14th, Thursday 22nd,Tuesday 27th, October Thursday 6th, Wednesday 12th, Fri-
day 21st.” Details on    http://www.marine-life.org.uk/condor-ferries-and-marinelife-day-trips-to-guernsey 

Thurs. 15 September  8:15 - 10:00pm. Everyone welcome to an illustrated talk by Ian Tittley of 
the Natural History Museum. Seaweeds in Essex: Secrets & Surprises. Venue: United Reformed 
Church High Street, Great Baddow  CM2 7HP. Chelmsford Local Group of EWT 
Thu, 15/09/2016 - 10:00am - 4:00pm. A practical session learning about Birds of Prey in North 
East Essex based at Abbotts Hall Farm AND Fingringhoe Wick Nature Reserve. The day will be 
largely spent outside looking for, listening to and identifying the birds of prey of Abbotts Hall 
Farm and Fingringhoe Wick. Venue location Joan Elliott Meeting Rooms, Abbotts Hall Farm, 
Great Wigborough, Colchester, CO5 7RZ 
Wed, 14/09/2016 - 8:00pm - 10:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. Venue: Laindon Community Centre, 
Aston Road. An illustrated talk 'Natural history collections and environmental change’ by Dr Mark 
Spencer, Natural History Museum, London  
Thu, 15/09/2016 - 8:00pm - 10:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. Venue: Shenfield Parish Hall, 60 
Hutton Road. The Migration Mysteries of our visiting birds and butterflies. Chris Ward will en-
lighten us on some of the reasons why many species find our country so attractive and others just 
pass us by. 
2 September 2016 - 9:00am - 3:00pm. Autumn Migration in North Kent. A study day to coincide 
with one of the higher ‘Spring’ tides when the maximum number of waders roost on the floods and 
scrapes and passage migrants will be stopping off en route to their wintering grounds. Also observe 
and learn about birds of prey at one of the best sites in the UK. Beginners welcome. Venue Oare 
Marshes. www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk  
Wednesday 7th September: South East Essex RSPB Local Group - Indoor meeting - Alex Bass- 
Coastal Suffolk Heathland and Broads. Exploring the extensive wildlife and habitats of Dunwich 
and Westleton Heath, Suffolk Coastal Broads such as Benacre and Oulton and nearby reserves, 
looking at a variety of birds, ducks and heathland/woodland butterflies and more! Belfairs Wood-
land Centre, Eastwood Road North, Leigh on Sea. 
13th September: Hen Harr iers - Jeff Knott. Location: Bishop's Park Community Centre, Lancas-
ter Way, Bishop's Park, Bishop's Stortford (next to Tesco)  http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/
stortvalley. Time: 7.30 pm  
8th September: 'Unravelling the Myster ies of Bird Migration'  An illustrated talk by Leuin 
Evans, BTO Communications Director. Time: 7.30pm. See Ipswich RSPB group. 


