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EDITORIAL
LESLEY COLLINS

And so another year over and, for us at least, plenty of
new birds have been seen this year. Steve and I had a
few days sea watching in Cornwall in September. It
was fantastic to see such huge quantities of birds flying
past in the glorious sunshine one day, although sitting
on a cliff in the pouring rain the next day did somewhat
damped my enthusiasm to repeat the experience. I
have decided I must be a fair weather birder! Please
let me know of your experiences birding, the good and
the not so good, days.
We have been extremely lucky in having Paul Griggs,

from the Southend Ornithological Group, to help us to
get thewebsite up and running again. It was good to see
Paul attend our indoor meeting in October and I would
like to thank him again from us all. I am glad to say that
we can now update the news and forthcoming trips and
indoor meetings. There are more sightings and photos
being posted which is great news all round, and I have
plenty to chose from for the ‘photo of the month’! So
please do visit the website, put on your Essex sightings,
check out what is happening and what has been seen
www.ebws.org.uk
And so to this issue. We are planning to tie in some

of the articles with future trips and talks, so with that
in mind I hope that you enjoy reading about the BTO
nest recording scheme and that you will then join us
when Carl himself comes to talk more about this
subject at the indoor meeting on Friday 6th February.
We also have an interesting write up of the RSPB
Pulborough Brooks reserve which we will be visiting
on 15th March, if you would like to join us then please
let Gerry know to reserve your place on the coach.
John Smart haswritten a great article and poemabout

Swifts and Richard Allen, just one of our wonderful
artists, has again produced a superb piece of artwork for
this front cover. If youwould be interested in submitting
some art work, or photographs, for future issues then
please contact me at lesleydc21@gmail.com
EBwS’s first field trip of the season was a lovely visit

to Two-Tree Island reserve in September and for a
non-coach trip it was well attended. Mark Bridges took
us on a tour of the reserve that he is a warden for, and
was very informative about the history of the site. I
didn’t even know the reserve was there but will
certainly be going back again. Mark has written an
update of the Avocet breeding story that featured in
Essex Birding issue 123.
Following the BOP conference in March it is good to

see that Kestrels have beenmaking use of the nest boxes
already up and that other boxes have been distributed,
so hopefully evenmorewill do so next year.Wealso have
a follow up of the Turtle Dove conference and the work
in hand getting sites sown with the seed we purchased.
Help is still neededwith thiswork on 8thMarch so please
speak to Gerry if you have some time to spare.
And to satisfy those of us that like to read about

other’s birding trips, Marilyn andMark Bridges have sent
in a write up of their ‘pager’ trip to Cornwall and John
& Louise Sykes have written about their trip to Jordan.
Everyone has interesting stories and you are great

storehouses of birding experiences with many personal
anecdotes and recollections. Past memories of specific
species sightings; trips, local or elsewhere will be of great
interest andenjoyment toour readers,whynot shareyours?
Please letme know if youwould like to submit something
for a future issueofEssexBirding, or if youhavesuggestions
for articles, we are always on the lookout for new ideas.
Lastly, you will have found a merchandise form

enclosed with this issue. We have sourced a supplier
that will embroider our logo onto clothing as required.
This is so much better than having to bulk buy up front
and being left with sizes and colours that no-onewants,
also a percentage of the money from every item you
purchase goes to the Society. Steve has offered to
collect any orders once a month and we can bring we
can bring themwith us to the indoormeetings/field trips,
alternatively you can arrange to have them delivered to
your door direct by contacting the supplier.

Gannets by Steve Grimwade
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       ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY   
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Friday, 6
th

 March 2015 in the Hall at the Quaker Meeting House, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford 
Commencing at 19:30  

 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 

2. Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on the 7
th

 March 2014 to be ‘read’, agreed and signed 
           (Proposed: !!!!!.!!!!. 2

nd
 !!!!!!..!!!) (In favour !!......Against !!....! Abstain 

!!....!) 
 

3. Matters arising from the 2014 Annual General Meeting minutes 
 

4. Report of the Executive Committee for 2014, presented by Chairman 
 

5. Presentation for approval of the audited accounts for the year ending 31
st
 December 2014, presented by Treasurer 

           (Proposed: !!!!!!!!!!2
nd

 !!!!!!......!!) (In favour!.!...... Against..!...!.. Abstain !.....!.) 
 

6. Election of President for 2015 – 2016: Nomination:                                                       Margaret Mitchell  
           (Proposed: !!!!!!!..!..!2

nd
 !!!!!!!...!!) (In favour!....!... Against..!!.... Abstain !.....!.) 

 

7. Election of Hon. Auditor for 2015 – 2016: Nomination:                                                  Connah Goldsworthy 
           (Proposed: !!!!!!!!!! 2

nd
 !!!!!!!!!...) (In favour .!....!. Against !!..... Abstain !.....!) 

 

8. Election of Hon. Solicitor for 2015 – 2016: Nomination:                                                 Andrew Bryce & Co 
           (Proposed: !!!!!!!..!!.. 2

nd
 !!!!!!..!!.....) (In favour .!....... Against !!..... Abstain !.....!) 

 

9. Election of Officers for 2015 – 2016 - Nominations: 
 

Hon. Chairman G. Johnson 
Hon. Vice-Chairman S. Collins 
Hon. Treasurer A. Harbott 
Hon. Secretary Mrs L. & J. Sykes 
Membership Secretary  P. Dwyer 

Assistant Secretary (Gift Aid)  J. Thorogood 
Assistant Secretary (Minutes) Position Vacant 
Indoor Meetings Organiser  Position Vacant 
Outdoor Meetings Organiser  G. Johnson 
Sales Goods Organiser  P. Dwyer 
Editor “Essex Birding” Mrs L. & S. Collins 
Editor “Essex Bird Report” G. Smith  
Senior Recorder L. Steward  

Recorder(s) T. Jeffreys and M. Tracey 
Recording Team Co-ordinator Position Vacant 
Social Media Co-ordinator S. Collins (Facebook) T. Jeffreys 
(Twitter) 
Archivist  T. Jeffreys 
Outdoor Events Organiser  Position Vacant 
Publicity Organiser Position Vacant 

           (Proposed: !!!!!!!!! 2
nd

 !!!!!!!!..!.) (In favour!.........  Against !....!.. Abstain .....!..) 
 

10. Election of any new Trustees – Nominations:           None  
           (Proposed:!!!!!!!.!! 2

nd
!!!!!!!!!....) (In favour!!...! Against!!...! Abstain !!....) 

 

11. Election of up to ten additional members as assistants to the Executive Committee for 2015 – 2016.  

Nominations:                                                              D. Preston, S. Grimwade  
 (Proposed:!!!!!!!!.! 2

nd
 !!!!!!!..!!) (In favour!!...... Against !...!... Abstain !.....!) 

 

12. Address by President – Mrs M. Mitchell   
                                                                                                          

13. Close of 2015 Annual General Meeting followed by a lecture on ‘Black-tailed Godwit Migration’ by Dr Jennifer 
Gill, from University of East Anglia, Norwich. 
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currently received by members, and they
must be subsidised by other activities
undertaken, so we will need to act in some
way in the not too distant future to address
the situation. 
Thanks to Steve Collins,members now

have the opportunity to purchase quality
merchandise with the Society logo tastefully
embroidered on the chest. Please see details

enclosed in this issue together with the Order Form
for sending, with payment, directly to G M Supplies, 9
Gloster Road, Martlesham, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 3RB.
Due to the position of ‘Conservation Co-ordinator’

on the Committee being vacant for a few years the
Society has been unable to respond as positively as it
would wish to requests for data from third parties for
areas and/or specific sites in Essex, which has, in the
past, been an important source of revenue to the
Society. In view of this unacceptable void in the
Society’s capabilities we have become a partner in
the Essex Field Club’s ‘Essex Records partnership’
scheme. This partnership is a collection of many
independent bodies in Essex having a vast range of
knowledge and interests, covering many aspects of
the wildlife in Essex. All data submitted by the Society
remains the sole property of the Society, but will form
an important part of the Counties Data Search System
administered by the Essex Field Club. When
subsequent requests are now received from any third
parties for specific data, detailed information
covering all aspects of wildlife will be able to be
presented through this partnership, in a very
professional manor, for an agreed fee. The Society
sees this as an important way forward and the fees
received, after costs, will be shared by all partners in
the ‘Essex Records partnership’ scheme. 
Finally, if you have a spare couple of hours on your

hands and are looking to use your valuable time
wisely and more productively, why not donate them
to the Team that keeps the Society running? We are a
very friendly bunch always looking to add new
volunteers to the Team to help out in a positive way,
which is most rewarding, will keep you young at
heart and what a great way to meet new friends and
make acquaintances. Graham Smith, Editor of the
’Essex Bird Report’ for the last five years, has stated
that a ‘Joint Editor’ must come forward/be found at
the next Annual General Meeting in March 2015 to
assist with the production of the ‘Report’ for 2013, as
his other interests and commitments are not being
realised. Without this assistance sadly there could be
a delay in the completion of this next ‘Report’.
Graham is also appealing for as many new
photographs as we can get for possible inclusion in
future ‘Reports’. Email – silaum.silaus@tesco.co.uk
Please contact the Secretary Louise and John Sykes
for more information about all Team EBwS positions
on the Committee by e-mail to
john.sykes@btinternet.com or on 01245 355132.
I hope that you all have a splendid ‘bird filled’ 2015.

CHAIRMAN’S       W A T C H P O I N T

             BY GERRY JOHNSON – CHAIRMAN

Sadly, during September 2014 the Society lost not
one but two Vice Presidents in close succession.
Firstly, following a period of ill-health, Diane Weston
passed away on 18th September. In the early years of
the Society Diane and husband John were very
involved and instrumental in the Society’s
development along with the conservation measures to
protect breeding Little Terns at the ‘Naze’. Then on
30th September Jim Smith passed away in hospital
after being admitted a few days earlier. Jim joined the
Society in the early 1960’s and held various positions
on the Executive Committee during his 50 years as a
member. Jim also often made valued contributions to
debates on the County’s e-mail group. Both Diane
Weston and Jim Smithwere huge supporters of the
Society, what it stands for and what it undertakes. They
will be greatly missed by family, friends and the
members that knew them well over many years and
from those early years. Obituaries will appear in the
‘Essex Bird Report’ for 2012.
Over recent years, membership to the Society has

gradually been reducing from an all-time high
approaching 700 to the present level of just over 500!
Having one on the lowest county bird club subscription
rates at just £16.00 per adult, I cannot believe that this
outstanding value for money, along with the fantastic
benefits, are not appreciated by everyone with an
interest in birds in Essex, their local conservation and
the important County data recording, all as undertaken
by the Society to produce the first class and award
winning ‘Essex Bird Report’?
Speaking about the ‘Report’, the 2012 Edition will be

with members very shortly and we trust that you will
approve the enhanced content and changes made.
Produced by Editor Graham Smith and the Team of
Sub-Editors from the vast amount of data received by
Senior Recorder Les Steward, Recorders Terry
Jeffreys and Mick Tracey and the Team that filters
through all this information to produce the most
accurate annual ornithological record for Essex.
However, unless this declining membership trend

is reversed, it could be difficult in future years to
maintain all the activities the Society are currently
involved in. If you are interested in birds in Essex then
why not join the Society, or if you know of someone
who has an interest in birds in Essex please
encourage them to visit our website or contact
Membership Secretary Peter Dwyer by
e-mail at petedwyer@petedwyer.plus.com or by
telephone on 01787 476524, to become a member
and support everything positive the Society stands for
and undertakes.
We are now approaching ten years since the

Society had the need to raise subscriptions. This has
only been achieved through cost savings and being
prudent, but as mentioned above, due to the current
reduced level of membership the ‘guaranteed’
income is only just over £8,000 which does not cover
the expenditure to produce all the publications as
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Osprey Letter

Hi Gerry

I thought you would be interested to

know my son and daughter-in-law

treated both mums to a lovely

weekend away at Rutland Water to

see the ospreys.

We went on the Rutland Belle boat

on the water and saw one of the two

pairs of ospreys. Although my sight is

poor, with help from family and other

lovely folk on the boat, I was able to

see it sitting on top of a pole on a

tower in the middle of the water

before it flew out of sight. We then

went on to breakfast at another of

the reserves, where the devoted

volunteers provided a slap up

breakfast on a barbeque for the 64

people on the boat. Driving on to

Lynden Reserve, I was offered a

motorized scooter, but chose to walk

the mile each way and managed

extremely well, thoroughly enjoying it

along the shores of the lake with

lovely wildflower meadows, including

yellow rattle. Here, sitting in a hide I

had a good view of one of the second

pair, before it flew off. We did not see

them dive for fish, but lots of others

such as terns and black backed gulls

did, together with other water birds

we see less frequently. The first

ospreys had produced three chicks,

but the second had laid eggs when

the male which had lost three flight

feathers was attacked by his brother

and driven away. The new male then

tipped the three eggs out of the nest,

and although they mated it was too

late for the hen to produce a second

brood. The wardens are confident

they will do so next year. 

2015 Essex Corn Bunting Survey

Essex Birdwatching Society and the

RSPB are teaming up to complete a

survey of Corn Bunting breeding

populations in Essex in the early

summer of 2015.

The Corn Bunting has undergone a

catastrophic decline of 90% in the UK

from 1970-2011 (The State of the

UK's Birds 2013). Recent trends show

a UK decline of 34% from 1995-2011

(Breeding Bird Survey 2012). Please

help us to find out how this important

Essex bird is fairing – we are looking

for volunteers to help survey for Corn

Bunting in the summer of 2015.

The aim of the 2015 Essex Corn

Bunting Survey is to count the

numbers of territory-holding male

Corn Buntings in the county and the

survey methodology will confirmed

with volunteers as we build up to

gathering the data early in 2015.

The survey will build on data

gathered during a similar survey

carried out by EBS volunteers in

2007, allowing comparisons to be

made and provide evidence on the

state of Corn Bunting breeding

populations in the county. 

Please let me know if you are

interested in taking part in the survey

– I can be contacted on 01702

258357 or my email address is

simon.carpenter@rspb.org.uk

Thank you in anticipation and

looking forward to hearing from you.

Simon Carpenter

Rutland Water Coach Trip

The coach trip to Rutland Bird Fair was

a success this year, and will be

repeated on Sunday 23rd August 2015.

It was a memorable occasion and

as the commentator on the boat had

been at your fantastic raptor event at

Writtle, I thought you would be

interested in my experience.

Regards

Iris Snow

Letter to the Editor

Dear Lesley

You may not know of me, but I have

been a member of the Essex Birders

since 1954. Sadly with age I am

limited in my field visits, compared

with my earlier days.

Your report in the Summer/Autumn

report of Abberton 13.11.1949 reminded

me of my first visit with the Society to

Abberton Reservoir 10.1.1954.

Rosemary Upton was the field

organiser and we travelled with

Primrose Coaches from Chelmsford.

Amongst that party was Bob Spencer

(deceased) organiser of BTO ringing.

Our sightings for that day: –

Hundreds of Tufted Ducks, Pochard

and Coots, many Wigeon and

Shoveler. Barry Hough spotted Red-

throated Diver, dozens of Golden Eye,

3 Red-legged Partridges and a large

flock of Teal. Barry Hough picked out

a Pintail. 5 Goosander and many

Great Crested Grebes. Near a

pumphouse a Black-necked Grebe

(that Bob Spencer queried – he was

wrong) and 80 – 90 Mute Swan.

Sorry if numbers are vague, but for

a beginner the whole trip was

exciting. Mrs Upton finished up the

outing at a pub, or tea-rooms that

was enjoyed by all.

Yours sincerely

Bob Beech

NEWS & INFORMATION

Committee Contact Details

Chairman                                Gerry Johnson                   01245 356633              gerry2johnson@aol.com 

Treasurer                                Anthony Harbott                 01992 575213              anthonyharbott@talktalk.net 

Secretary                                John & Louise Sykes          01245 355132              john.sykes@btinternet.com 

Membership Secretary            Peter Dwyer                       01787 476524              petedwyer@petedwyer.plus.com 

Essex Bird Report Editor         Graham Smith                    01277 354034              silaum.silaus@tiscali.co.uk 

Essex Birding Editors              Steve & Lesley Collins        07733 003048              stephencollins247@btinternet.com or 

                                                                                                                            lesleydc21@gmail.com 

Archivist                                  Terry Jeffreys                                                         terry.jeffreys@btinternet.com 
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Peregrine by Gareth Hughes

It’s a frosty morning and I take a walk down the
hedgerow-lined trail that leads to my favourite place
on the nature reserve – Hanger View. I pause en
route at the bottom of the zig zag path to take a peek
into the spruces in Fattengates courtyard, a tiny bird
hovers around the edge of a branch – a Goldcrest. It
flies lower and during a brief spat with a fellow titchy
creature I spot a flash of yellow as its crest flares up
in indignation. No Firecrest on this occasion but it is
always worth a look.
I continue down Green Lane – an old drover’s road

– and as I approach Hanger View I can hear the
honking of geese and the gentle whistling ofWigeon.
I arrive at the viewpoint and watch an array of
dabbling ducks going about their business; herds of
colourfulWigeon – a mass of orange, chestnut, pink,
grey and white – graze the wet meadows, zippy little
Teal inhabit the nooks and crannies at the edges of
the pools, handsome Pintails parade in the deeper
water whilst Shoveler ‘minesweep’ across the
surface.
All of a sudden this peaceful scene is interrupted –

chaos ensues as thousands, yes literally thousands, of
ducks and Lapwings and Black-tailed Godwits and
Snipe take to the air, swirling around in panic. It must
be a Peregrine. And there she is, sharp pointed
wings and powerful wing beats as she scythes
through the whirling mass. This time she returns to
her favourite perch in the big willow empty-taloned –
even the fastest bird in the world has to work hard for
her breakfast. Time to head back to the visitor centre
and warm up with a cup of tea before we open up for

the day.
Having eaten all of the hedgerow berries on their

arrival in autumn now is the time to look out for
flocks of Redwing and Fieldfare foraging on the
pasture fields in search of our juiciest worms.
Amongst them could be a couple of bold-looking
Mistle Thrushes. If you are patient and sharp-eyed,
head down to West Mead hide to search for
beautifully camouflaged Snipe. I’m sure I’m not alone
in having spent too much time staring at a tuft of
rushes wondering whether it is a snipe or not, but if it
is cold and icy this hide is a great spot to see them up
close and actively feeding around the ice-free ditch
that flows into the frozen pool.
As the weather starts to warm up look for signs of

spring; pretty pink Bullfinches enjoy nipping the buds
off the blackthorns along the zig zags and our adders
emerge from hibernation to bask in the sun on the
warmer days. Our resident birds, the ones who stick
with us through the wind, rain and even snow of a
British winter, are starting to think about establishing
a territory and finding a mate – listen out for the feisty
Wren who punches above his weight. He shouts out
his song, perched on a prominent low branch, yellow
beak open wide and tail cocked.
Listen out for your first singing Chiffchaff. Look for

your first butterfly of the year – a sulphur-Yellow
Brimstone perhaps? Or a fuzzy queen Bumblebee
looking for an old mouse hole in which to start her
colony. Spring is on its way.
Mid-April is when things really get going as one by

A Year at Pulborough Brooks
ANNA ALLUM, RSPB VISITOR OFFICER
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one new voices are added to the Pulborough Brooks
choir. We begin with the repetitive Song Thrush,
mellow Blackbird and wistful Robin, add the
Chiffchaff and bubbly Blackcap (my personal
favourite). Then the Nightingale, Common and
Lesser Whitethroat, the lovely fluteyWillow Warbler
and the Garden Warbler join us. Finally the Sedge
and Reed Warblers add their odd frenetic songs to
the mix. But it is the Nightingale who is the soloist,
the virtuoso performer. Fattengates courtyard
(nicknamed Berkeley Square for the months of April
and May) is one of the best places not only to hear
but also to see this usually secretive singer.
Out on the wetlands the lapwings perform

acrobatic manoeuvres and you can hear their
evocative ‘peewit’ calls. Look skywards for dancing
dots – Skylarks – as they rise higher and higher into
the air singing their joyful tune I defy you not to smile.
Shelducks feed on the pools before circling round in
search of a suitable rabbit burrow to nest in and raise
those lovely fluffy humbug ducklings.
A selection of waders take advantage of the pools

and wet grassland – breeding Redshank, Little-
ringed Plover and Snipe are all a possibility, but a
greater range of wading birds will simply be stopping
off using the reserve to rest and re-fuel on their way
north. Garganey are a tricky duck to find but we
often see a few of these smart ducks each spring,
sometimes they even stop to breed.
We’re moving into May and June and more insects

are enjoying the wildflowers around the trail. The
Orange Tips are over but feisty Small Copper and
beautiful Common Blues flutter around the sunny

sheltered spots. Chaser dragonflies emerge and start
to patrol the ponds – black pond on our heathland
trail is a hotspot for Four-spotted Chasers, and when
the sun is out you can hear the clash of their wings as
they vie for the best perches from which to launch
their attacks on smaller insects, including the Large
Red and Azure damselflies that also inhabit the
heathland pool.
Now is the time for an evening visit; choose a

warm, still evening and remember your insect
repellent – if it’s a good night for the bird you are
looking for tonight, it will also be a good night for the
nasty bitey insects! You’ve not far to go, just a short
walk up to the highest point on our heathland area,
the site of a bronze age barrow mound, and as the
daylight fades listen out for the rather unnatural
‘churring’ of the nightjar. If lucky you could see a dark
long-winged silhouette emerge from the darkness
and even catch a glimpse of the white tips of the
wing and tail feathers.
Bring a bat detector if you have one – large Noctule

and Serotine Bats may be seen flying across the more
open areas and smaller Pipistrelles flit around the
oaks on the edge of the heath and car park. A
twinkling fairy light in the undergrowth – you’ve
found a Glow Worm! We run a series of evening or
‘after dark’ events at this time of year and introduce
you to some of these very special creatures, featuring
moths, Nightjars, Tawny Owls, bats, Glow Worms
and newts.
The breeding season is now in full swing and busy

parents can be seen feeding noisy demanding
youngsters amongst the bramble patches, along the

Yellow wagtail by Chris Prince
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hedgerows and around the pools. Look
for Lapwing chicks on the pool edges,
with protective parents nearby. These
wonderful birds are one of the key
species that we manage the wetlands
for, and one of the RSPB’s priority
species in the South East, so the chicks
are not only cute but really rather
important too.
The summer months can seem quiet

for birds – some will already have left for
their epic southwards journey, others
will be more secretive whilst they moult.
This is when the insects take centre
stage and the bright yellow fleabane on
the zig zags is popular with fabulous
butterflies – Skippers, Blues, Small
Tortoiseshells, Red Admirals, Peacocks,
Painted Ladies and on many years
Clouded Yellows. Sit on the bench on
the slope at the top of Nettley’s loop and keep your
eyes on the oak and ash trees and you could be
rewarded with a sighting of a Purple or a Brown
Hairstreak.
Whilst the pools will have largely dried out, the

muddy edges prove popular with migrating waders
whose breeding seasons are over. Search for
Sandpipers from Nettley’s hide and Jupp’s view –
most numerous are green, but you should find
common and perhaps even Wood or Pectoral
Sandpiper too. But don’t stop at Sandpipers,
Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff and Dunlin
are amongst the other regulars at the Pulborough
Brooks service station. Juvenile Marsh Harriers are a
frequent sighting at this time of year, flying low over
the ditches in search of prey.
It is autumn in the bird world and things are on the

move. Yellow Wagtails can be seen picking up
insects disturbed as our highland cattle graze,
Spotted Flycatchersmake their aerial sallies in
search of insects from the fence lines around Adder
alley. Redstarts give themselves away by flashing
their rusty red tails before flitting back into the cover

of the hedgerow. Weird and wonderful fungi pops up
in the damp and dark places – black wood is the best
spot for fairy tale fly agaric, delicate lilac bonnets and
clumps of bright sulphur tuft.
We are almost full circle as the pools start to

expand and the ducks return, initially tricky to identify
in their rather scruffy eclipse plumage. Their colours
gradually brighten as the autumn leaves turn golden
and the berries redden, ready to be feasted on by the
hungry hordes of thrushes arriving from Scandinavia.
Whatever time of year you choose to visit there is

special wildlife to see and hear. There is also home
made soup, great cake and bird-friendly coffee in our
café, and when you know that spending your money
in our shop or café raises money to help conservation
you can enjoy slice of cake with a clear conscience.
Eat cake, save nature, enjoy nature – it doesn’t get
much better than that!

Editor’s note: We have a coach trip arranged to visit
this lovely reserve on Sunday 15th March, please see
Gerry to get your names down.

Visitor centre photo by Gareth Hughes

Since my last report, the Archive has increased a
little. Thankfully, we have located copies of issues 52
and 56 of the Essex Bird Watching and Preservation
Society Bulletin so I am fairly certain that we now
have all the documents published by the Society in
safe keeping.
I am still hoping that there are members’ annual

records out there that were originally sent into the
Society which can be absorbed into the Archive. The
family of Jim Smith have bequeathed his birding
records and photos to the Society.
I have recently found some documents that are

useful to the Archive; the 2000 Report of the East
London Birders Forum and The Birds of Bishop’s

Stortford and District. Both of these documents are
part of a series so I shall be looking out for further
issues to complete the “sets.” 
Again, I am appealing to the membership to

provide me with information on any documentation
that should be held in the archive and any
suggestions regarding pamphlets and books that are
relevant to the birds and ornithology in Essex. So
please let me know if you hold or know the
whereabouts of any documentation that would be
useful to have in the Society archive. 

Best wishes
Terry Jeffreys

EBwS Archivist Update
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We arrived at Heathrow to meet up with our tour
leader, Julian Sykes, and the other five members of
our group. The BA mid afternoon flight took 5hrs to
the Jordanian capital Amman. We were met inside
the airport by the local agency ‘fixer’ who whisked us
through visa, customs and arrival procedures. He
asked where our binoculars were and we said they
were in our hand luggage. Apparently a previous
birding group had had their bins confiscated by
Jordanian security.
Our local guide Roberto and our driver Dawoud

took us to our hotel, The Regency Palace. We retired
to our rooms as it was midnight local time and were
welcomed with a packed dinner.
The Middle East has seen much turbulence and

political strife in recent years, but Jordan remains a
safe venue for those interested in the area’s
fascinating history and rich birdlife.
After an early breakfast we were enroute to the

desert oasis at Azraq. A Pallid Harrier flew across
the road and a Steppe Buzzard was seen. We
stopped for photos at the desert castle Kharaneh,
built in the eighth century. Our next stop was at the
UNESCO site of Qasr’ Amra, a small bath-house built
for the Umayyad caliphs to socialise. On our walk
along Wadi Butm to see the ancient wild pistachio
trees, we saw a Hoopoe, House Sparrows, Kestrel,
Crested Lark and Barn Swallows. In the flowering
bushes there were hundreds of Painted Ladies. We
explored the area of small pools and spotted
Subalpine Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, a male
Marsh Harrier and Common Chiffchaff. A Purple
Heron flew overhead. Then we noticed activity in
one of the small trees, with a Red-breasted
Flycatcher, a Wryneck and a Thrush Nightingale. A
Masked Shrike appeared, along with an Arabian
Warbler, a Redstart and a shy Water Rail.We also
saw a Mauritanian Frog, a Spiny-footed Lizard and a
Silver Y Moth. On the way back to the minibus
Joanna and myself sneaked a view of the frescoes
inside the bath-house.

We arrived at the RSCN Lodge for lunch. This was an
atmospheric old British army field hospital built in the
1940’s. It has been extensively restored and modernised
by the RSCN, retaining many original features.
The afternoon was spent at the Asraq Wetlands

Reserve. This area used to be an amazing oasis with
thousands of birds and other wildlife. However by
1992, after disastrous human intervention when most
of the water was pumped to the ever expanding
capital Amman, there was very little left apart from
some deserted reed- beds and low muddy pools. In
1998 the RSCN launched a programme to protect the
wetland area and although some success has been
achieved, it faces an uphill struggle.
As our group was approaching a small bridge

another visitor pointed out a small sand-coloured
snake lying on the bottom of the pool, which was
later identified as a Northern Water Snake. Then a
group of White-eared Bulbuls were seen, along with
Laughing Dove, Collared Dove, Moorhen, Little
Egret, Squacco Heron and Spanish Sparrow. A
couple of Bluethroats were very obliging, and photos
later revealed both white and red spotted. A
Kingfisher flew over the larger lake, then a Marsh
Harrier was seen, along with a Snipe. New species
for the day included a Reed Warbler, Sedge
Warbler, a female Little Crake and three Mallards.
From the hide we had excellent views of a male
Little Crake. Then a very large Northern Water Snake
was spotted, dozing on the edge of the reeds, very
near where the Little Crake was feeding. We held our
breath as the Little Crake passed the snake twice, in
both directions. Fortunately the snake was either
already full or in a deeper sleep, but the Crake was
living dangerously. We finished the day with some
new species, Little Grebe, Black-eared Wheatear,
Osprey, Common Buzzard, Night Heron, Spur-
winged Plover, Green Sandpiper and a flock of
Red-rumped Swallows.
The next day an early start was made to visit the

Shaumari Reserve at Asraq. Although officially closed for
the past 5 years for maintenance/ renovation, we were
allowed access. There is very little money available for
wildlife projects in Jordan. The reserve took a lot of work
to find the birds but eventually we listed several species
of Wheatears – Desert, Black-eared, Cyprus, Isabelline
and Northern. A male Marsh Harrier circled above,
and a Common Buzzard and Sparrowhawk were
noted. An Ortolan Bunting was called along with a
Yellow Wagtail, a Wood Warbler, an Eastern Bonelli’s
Warbler and a Lesser Whitethroat. An Oryx was
spotted running along the side of a wire fence, and a
herd of Onager straddled the horizon. We had amazing
views of a Long-legged Buzzard, followed by a Steppe
Buzzard and Common Kestrel.
After lunch at the lodge we drove to Al-Safawi, a

junction on Highway 10 and explored the ‘black
desert’ of igneous rocks. The new species included a
Black Kite, a White Wagtail, and Little-ringed Plover
seen on a small pool by the roadside. A Temminck’s

JOHN & LOUISE SYKES

Jordan – Petra and Wildlife

White-eyed Gull by John Sykes
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Lark was running about. Dust devils threeWood
Sandpipers. The group also noted the first Star Agama.
We reached our destination Umm al Jamal, the

derelict basalt city. Although interesting historically,
the site only gave us two new speciesWoodchat
Shrike and Greenfinch. There was evidence of
overspill Syrian refugee camps along the main road.
The main camps were out of sight.
A small rocky pool at Niyifa gave us very good

views of Tree Pipit, Red-throated Pipits, a Black-
headed Wagtail and two Little Egrets.
The next morning there was an optional pre-

breakfast bird watch on the approach road to the
Shaumari Reserve. Early mornings, although bright
were quite cold, with a chilly wind hitting us
whenever we left the minivan. We had good views of
previously seen wheatears; new species included
Greater Sand Plover and Rufous-tailed Rock
Thrush. A Hoopoe Lark was heard.
After breakfast we drove south to Wadi Rum, via

Amman. New species for the journey were Jay and
Blackbird. On approaching Rose Sand Camp, Hillawi,
we logged Tristram’s Grackle. After checking in we
were off in two number four wheel drive vehicles to
tour part of the Wadi Rum area. The wadi itself is one
of a sequence of parallel faults forming valleys in the
sandy desert south of the Shara Mountains. They are
oriented almost perfectly north-south, shaped and
characterized by giant granite, basalt and sandstone
mountains rising up to 800m sheer from the desert
floor. This is the area that T.E. Lawrence loved.
Good views were had of Trumpeter Finch, Rock

Martins and an Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. The
geology of the area was truly awesome. We stopped
alongside a private reserve, leased by a Sultan of
Qatar, and saw a small herd of Nubian Ibex. In the
trees were Blackcap, White-crowned Wheatear,
Rufous-tailed Robin, Masked Shrike and an
Upchers Warbler as well as previously seen species.
After watching the sunset, we crossed a small stream
that gave us Little Stint and Ringed Plover. The
evening buffet at the camp included lamb cooked in
an ‘oven’ built under the sand. Although we thought
Wadi Rum was amazing there is a real danger that it
threatens to become a theme park in the near future.
The next day started with an optional short walk to

see the sunrise. We left the camp after breakfast for a
45minute drive to Aqaba, a beach resort on the Red
Sea. On arrival, as we made our way to the seafront,
a Rose-ringed Parakeet and a European Roller flew
overhead. Hafayer is an area of allotments right on
the seafront. We had amazing views of three
Wryneck here, just a few feet away. One was in front
of us eating ants as they emerged from a broken
branch. We were looking at the Yellow Wagtails very
closely to see if one was a Sykes Wagtail but it was
decided it was an Ashy-crowned Wagtail. White
Wagtail, Willow Warbler, Masked Shrike and
White-spectacled Bulbul also showed well. We
moved further along the coast, looking for a place to
eat our packed lunch. A small pontoon caught our
eye, and we noted the target species for the area
White-eyed Gull, along with three Caspian Terns
and a Slender-billed Gull.
Our lunch stop was at South Beach picnic area,

near a small bay on the edge of the container dock.
Three moreWhite-eyed Gulls were here, along with

Common Sandpiper, Heuglins Gull and a Squacco
Heron. However the surprise of the day was a large
Manta Ray that surfaced in the bay. The group
watched it for 15 minutes before it disappeared. We
checked into our hotel, Radisson Blu Tala Bay Resort
then rested out of the sun, it was 34 degrees. At 5pm
an optional bird watch in the hotel grounds proved
very productive. So many Blackcaps flitted about in
the flowering bushes and trees. At least five previous
seen species gave good views in the car park area.
The gardens were well maintained, in full flower and
we discovered a Blue-headed Wagtail.We watched
a pair of Crag Martins flying back and forth and
discovered a nest with three chicks. A Laughing
Dove nest was seen in a stairwell.
After an early breakfast, we drove the short distance

to the Aqaba Bird Observatory, a sewage works, on
the border with Israel. Thirty species were recorded
here, the new ones being Baltic Gull, Black-headed
Gull, Armenia Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Ruff and
Whiskered Tern. A flock of 10 Garganey flew over,
and the Black-winged Stilts were very photogenic in
flight. At one stage the group was asked to move on
by an Israeli guard in a watchtower.
After lunch at a very smart Aqaba fish restaurant we

drove to Petra. We loggedMourning Wheatear on the
journey. We were staying at the Petra Guest House,
which was right next to the entrance of the historic site.
An evening drive to Little Petra followed dinner but our
hopes of seeing the elusiveHume’s Owlwere not met.
However Julian heard then saw a Desert Hedgehog.
Petra is one of the wonders of the Middle Eastern

World, a gigantic natural amphitheatre hidden in the
rocks, out of which a delicately coloured city, with
immense facades, has been carved. The temples and

Palestine Sunbird by John Sykes

Sinai Rose Finch by John Sykes
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caves of Petra rest high up above a chasm, with huge
white rocks forming the Bab, or gate, of the Sig, the
narrow entrance towering more than 20 metres high.
Birdlife is scarce here but we recorded male and
female Sinai Rose Finch, Fantail Raven, 30 Steppe
Buzzards, three Steppe Eagles, two Desert Larks,
Crag Martins and Tristram’s Grackles.
The nextmorningwe visited Little Petra which has a

short, high gorge and familiar carved facades to themain
site. Herewe had really good views of the Sinai Rose
Finch,which delighted the photographers. New species
seen herewereRock Petronia, Blue Rock Thrush and
Palestine Sunbirds. However themost colourful sight
was of threemale Sinai Agama, bright turquoise blue,
sunning themselves on the rocks.We drove on to our
next location, theWadi Dana Reserve, and the
Rummana Campsite (RSCN). By the roadside clusters of
Black Iris grew, the national flower of Jordan. Most of the
group started towalk down the steep hill towards the
campsite, andwere rewardedwith four new species,
Chukar, Bonelli’s Eagle, Cuckoo and Levant
Sparrowhawk. The last part of the afternoonwas spent
near the bird hide, where therewas a puddle of water.
Short-toed Eagle, Common Kestrel, and aGriffon
Vulturewere seen, alongwith several Linnets. It was
very cold in the tent overnight, so we kept our clothes on
and piled on the blankets. Most of the group took the pre-
breakfast bird walk, and noted a new speciesWoodlark.
Wall Lizard and Natterjack Toad were also seen.
After breakfast we began the drive to Feynan, an

isolated rural community in Wadi Araba. Corn
Bunting, Great Grey Shrike and Finsch’s Wheatear
were added to the list. We stayed at Feynan Ecolodge
for two nights. This remote desert hotel offers a
unique experience of environmentally friendly, low
impact nature tourism amid traditional Bedouin
cultures. There was no light pollution and no traffic
noise, candles after dark, a relaxing end to our trip.

An early morning watch from the roof terrace
produced six species already seen. Later a walk
along the wadi gave us a Pied Flycatcher. Most of
the group visited another wadi nearby at Whynan
and saw a Barred Warbler. The group had a very
early start as the drive to the airport was over 3 hours.
But a brief stop at the Fifa Reserve (RSCN) produced
two Dead Sea Sparrows, and several other species.
This site is the only one left in Jordan where you can
find the Dead Sea Sparrow but the RSCN are fighting
industry and economic demands to preserve it.
We were met at the airport by Mr Fixer who saw us

quickly through check-in and passport control.
However at security nearly everyone in the group had
their hand luggage searched and bins checked. All
our passports were collected and double checked. A
senior man arrived and eventually we were given
clearance to pass through with our bins.
As Jordan is 85% desert, birding was never going to

be easy. But as a group we saw over 130 species and
enjoyed some spectacular sites. I will never forget
seeing part of the Petra Treasury appearing at the end
of the gorge, bathed in sunlight.

Julian Sykes Wildlife Holidays, Karma Travel Agency
Info@RobertoAdventures.com

Wryneck by John Sykes

Finsch's Wheatear by John Sykes

Prussian ornithologist, curator, author and collector.
Dr Otto Finsch was one of the great ornithological
explores of the nineteenth century. He was born in
Silesia (now mainly in south-west Poland) on 8
August 1839.
A keen student of natural history, he taught himself

all that he could on the subject and at the age of
twenty published his first paper on the birds of
Bulgaria. It was to be followed by important works on
birds from every quarter of the world; New Guinea
and Polynesia, Japan, Australia and New Zealand,
Siberia, California and Alaska, Lapland and many
more.
As an ornithologist, Otto Finsch’s most valuable

work concerned birds that occur well beyond
Europe, in all, he described 14 new genera and about
150 new species of birds. He was highly regarded by
his own generation of ornithologists and was
honoured by them when they named such species as
the Amazon Parrot (Amazona finschi), the Grey-
headed Parakeet (Psittacula finschii), Finsch’s

Flycatcher-thrush (Stizorhina finschii) and Finsch’s
Wheatear (Oenanthe finschii).

(Extracts from ‘Biographers for Birdwatchers’ –
Barbara and Richard Mearns)

Friedrich Hermann Otto Finsch
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The Society were kindly invited to participate in
the “Bellamy at Brightlingsea Weekend” by Roger
Tabor, Chairman of the British Naturalists’
Association, to assist as guides on the bird watching
walks along the splendid Brightlingsea Sea Wall
(formally the town’s railway line between 1866 until
1964) and on the boat trips leaving from the town
Jetty at the Hard at regular intervals.
Both days commenced at the Millennium Gardens

beside Promenade Way near the famous Batman’s
Tower at 10:00 with a short introduction by Roger
Tabor and then wise words of encouragement and
inspiration from Professor David Bellamy OBE
about the wildlife and the excellent Essex habitats to
the many families that participated over the
weekend, from all over Essex and beyond. David
Bellamy, the world renowned icon Naturalist, now 81
years young and living in Co Durham for over 50
years, still has that very special WOW factor!
Over the two days there were many varied and

very interesting wildlife activities pre-arranged at
different locations and habitats across Brightlingsea
coastal areas. From ‘Spider Safaris’ at the ancient
woodland of the Lozenge Nature area; Plants &
Wildlife of the Grazing Marsh (formally a Salt-Marsh)
with Dr Chris Gibson; Grasshoppers, Crickets and
Bumblebees; Identification of Sea-wall grasses to
Seashore Wildlife & Crabbing on the Jetty, each with
expert naturalist who lead the activity along with
David Bellamy to show, identify and describe the
many different species found. Going aboard the
Essex & Kent Inshore Fisheries & Conservation
Authority’s vessel ‘Tamesis’ to see the
fascinating range of marine species
they had dredged up from the
Colne estuary and exploring the
‘mud’ of the old historical oyster pits
proved great attractions for the young
and not so young alike!
In temperatures approaching 30°C

(86°F) it was very hot on the Sea Wall
walks but a pleasure to be out on the
water on a Brightlingsea Harbour
Commissioners’ vessel for the 45 minute
boat trips departing from the Jetty to
explore Brightlingsea Creek around the two
small islands of East and West Cidery, all in
very flat calm water conditions. (On one boat
trip with Steve Collins we even had a couple of
ladies joining it thinking
that they were going on the
Brightlingsea foot-ferry to St.
Osyth, so they got more than
they bargained for!). It was not
long before we started to see the
expected Black-headed Gulls and noisy

Herring Gulls, especially when getting close to a
buoy where Herring Gull had nested. Little Egret
were seen, nine in total, and Oystercatcher were
also early species identified, including some in
juvenile plumage. More gulls including a larger
Lesser Black-backed Gull, with its yellow legs and
dark grey back, occupied a post marking the
navigation channel, plus waders including Black-
tailed Godwit in their beautiful chestnut summer
plumage and Redshank with orange/red legs were
seen on the exposed mud during the first trip before
the mud disappeared under the rising tide, high at
12:40, then being exposed again for the last two boat
trips. A flock of some 120 Curlew were on West
Cidery Island, with half taking to flight which was a
splendid sight. Three Common Tern, one carrying
food flew overhead on one trip, and then ten noisy
Little Tern held our attention over the boat. There
was so much to be seen on the excellent 45 minute
trips which were appreciated by all taking part. Other
species seen on the boat trips included Cormorant,
Lapwing, Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper,
Shelduck, Turnstone, Whimbrel, Grey Heron, Pied
Wagtail, Dunlin, Starling, Swallow, Woodpigeon,
Collard Dove and Feral Pigeon.
The Sea Wall walks provided excellent elevated

views across the brackish water of the Colne Estuary,
with the fresh water coming down from Colchester
meeting with the sea water at Brightlingsea, together
with the extensive SSSI Grazing Marsh with
thousands of yellow meadow ant nests confirming
that the habitat has not changed for many, many
years. Meadow Brown, Common Blue, Small
Tortoiseshell, Clouded Yellow and Gatekeeper
were amongst the butterflies noted together
with a Seal in the Estuary.

The Saturday walks were in very hot
conditions, but excellent species were

noted from the Sea Wall also on the
ancient Woodland walks on

both days.

Bellamy at Brightlingsea
Weekend – 26th-27th July
GERRY JOHNSON

Little Tern by George Brown
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Jay, Goldcrest, Blue-, Great- and Long-tailed Tit,
Gold-, Green- and Chaffinch, Whitethroat, juvenile
Yellow Wagtail and a flock of ca.70 House Sparrow
were all seen along with Sparrowhawk, Kestrel and
a Common Buzzard soaring on a rising thermal on
Saturday morning. Overhead Swallow, House Martin
and Swift all hawked for insects. Each day Green
Woodpeckers were seen amongst the ant hills
providing easy and constant food for them. Amongst
the wet, reed filled burrow dyke just behind the sea
wall both Sedge Warbler and Reed Warbler
provided views as they flew quickly just above the
reed stems before disappearing into the thicker,
dense growth below. Linnet with their chestnut
brown wings, grey head and bright red breast
patches looked stunning as they perched on mixed
Hawthorne and bramble bushes for all to enjoy. Small
groups of Goldfinches fed on ripe thistle seeds while
a smart male Yellowhammer provided a brief view to

some in the group. Being a very ‘hot’ weekend in July
it was not the most productive time of the year for
vast numbers of birds, but two of the high-lights
amongst the many species seen of the final walk on
Sunday, in the more comfortable mid-twenties
temperature, was the superb male Yellowhammer
perched on top of a Hawthorne bush and a female
Cuckoo that flew along the reeds and perched just a
short distance along the Sea Wall for all of the group
to gain very good views.
The”Bellamy at Brightlingsea Weekend” event

was enjoyed by everyone that took part to help make
the weekend a great success and a splendid advert
for Brightlingsea and the extensive wildlife of the
area, especially the birds. Special thanks to David
Bellamy for travelling from Co Durham, to Roger
Tabor for the invitation and to Anthony Harbott,
Peter Dwyer and Lesley & Steve Collins for taking a
share of the guided walks and boat trips.  

Lapwing by Unknown
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Most birders are familiar with the excellent Collins
Bird Guide by Lars Svensson, Killian Mullarney and
Dan Zetterström that was first published in 1999. A
revised second edition was published in 2010 with
updated and extra illustrations plus taxonomic
changes, making this an essential field guide for
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East.
In August 2014 at the British Birdwatching Fair, Collins

and Touch Press released the digital version of this field
guide, aimed at users of Apple iPhone and iPad.
With the advent of digital field guides in Australia

and the United States, Collins have done a fantastic job
in converting the guide into a ground-breaking app.
Once downloaded from Apple’s App Store, the app

opens onto the title page which looks pretty similar to
the field guide. Then it takes you to a page showing
all the families from wildfowl right through to
vagrants, accidentals and introduced species.
Clicking on one of these groups will take you to a
more detailed page and clicking on an individual
species takes you to a page that is familiar with the
field guide. (see screenshot)
A fantastic feature of birding apps is that they don’t

just have illustrations and text, but also feature songs
and calls, making this ideal for in the field when you
hear something that you can’t identify!
By clicking on the illustration you are taken to

another window where the image is ‘zoomable’, by
using ‘pinch and pull’ on the screen and enabling the
user to get a clearer view of a certain feature or
plumage detail.
As per the field guide there are distribution maps

and at an additional cost of £1.99, the user can
download the 271 distribution maps from the BTO
Bird Atlas 2007-11, with the BTO receiving a
percentage from downloads sold. Other extras are
two downloadable video files of common birds of
NW Europe plus less common and local species in a
second volume for £5.99 and £3.99 respectively.
A great feature of this app is the facility to compare

species or plumages side by side, such as Pipits. (see
screenshot)
All in all, this is a great app and there are plans in

the future for the app to be available on the Android
platform.
The basic download (without additions) costs

£12.99 which seems very reasonable, considering the
amount of information available at your fingertips.

Review of the Collins Bird Guide
App – The Ultimate Fieldguide
STEVE GRIMWADE
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An early morning start in late January 2014 saw
leader Steve Grimwade and the 6 of us heading south
west on our ‘where the pager takes us’ trip to
Cornwall. We had a good journey and it didn’t seem
long before we were pulling up at Broadsands in
Devon for our first bit of proper birding although we
had seen Red Kite, Raven and Common Buzzard on
the way.
We made our way across the car park and soon

found our quarry, a small flock of Cirl Buntings
feeding on seed put down to ensure their winter
survival. They were not alone as Common
Chiffchaff, Reed Bunting, Robin, Chaffinch and
Dunnock were also seen. After admiring the Cirl
Buntings for a while we made our way to the
promenade for a scan of the bay, this proved to be
very productive and our list included Rock Pipit,
Black-necked Grebe, Gannet, Oystercatcher, Shag,
Great Northern and Red-Throat Diver, Great
Crested Grebe, Razorbill and Fulmar. Very pleased
with ourselves we started to make our way back to
the minibus but didn’t get very far as Steve was
checking a hedgerow and found a fine Siberian
Chiffchaff. This was turning out to be quite a trip!
Heading onwards we stopped for lunch at Brixham

Harbour which was very quiet, Shag and Grey Seal
being the only species of note.
As time was marching on we continued our

westward journey across Bodmin Moor to our hotel
in Helston. After a freshen up we reconvened in the
bar to complete our checklist for the day followed by
a very fine dinner. It had been quite a long but
rewarding day and everyone retired early with the
anticipation of what we might see the next day.
We awoke to strong winds and heavy rain but not

to be deterred, after breakfast we donned our water
proofs and headed off to Penzance and where in no
time we found a small group of Purple Sandpipers
on the rocks and off shore, Gannet, Shag and
Fulmar. With waves crashing over the promenade
and steady rainfall we decided that there were less
precarious places to visit so headed next to Carbis
Bay. Here, despite the intermittent rain, we had good
views of Shag, Great Northern Diver, Gannet,
Kittiwake, Guillemot, Razorbill and Red Throated
Diver.
With the rain finally easing we were on the move

again, this time to the attractive town of St Ives with
the hope of a special Gull or two. From the car park
we walked through the narrow streets to

Where the Pager Takes Us –
Cornwall with Swallow Birding
MARK BRIDGES

Icelandic Gull by Steve Grimwade
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Porthgwidden Beach, immediately finding
Turnstones feeding on the rocks and after
closer scrutiny finding some Purple
Sandpipers amongst them. The wind here
was very strong and had blown a lot of
birds into the bay. Lots more Razorbill,
Guillemot and Gannet were busy feeding
and closer in we had good views of
Mediterranean, Herring and Greater
Black-backed Gulls. A nice addition was a
Great Skua that obligingly landed on the
sea, although a bit distant.
Not too long after our arrival, a Gull

landed on the beach in front of us and
Steve quickly identified it as a first winter
Iceland Gull. Walking around the edge of
the cliffs to overlook the harbour a first
winter Glaucous Gull was located, giving a
nice aerial display. As lunch time was upon
us we walked back towards the car park,
admiring a couple of close Great Northern
Divers offshore and finding another first
winter Glaucous Gull on the rocks which
was very close and enjoyed by all.
The return journey to the car park was

eventful in itself as the wind was now gusting up to
60mph and picking up sand from the beach which
was blowing directly in our faces; it was more like
crossing the Sahara than St Ives!
After our picnic lunch we drove to Hayle Estuary,

arriving at the hide at Ryan’s Field just in time to beat
another heavy shower. Kingfisher, Peregrine,
Greenshank, Redshank, Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit
were all noted on the reserve and once the rain
cleared we made our way across to the estuary. All
the usual estuary Gulls were present but the stars
here were both Goosander and Red-breasted
Merganser fairly close together which was useful for
comparing the two species. Teal and Wigeon were
feeding close to us with yet another Great Northern
Diver. Waders were plentiful with Oystercatcher,
Greenshank, Redshank, Lapwing, Curlew, Grey
Plover, Ringed Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Dunlin
and Sanderling being found.
Satisfied with what we had seen at Hayle we then

headed to the coast and a visit to RSPB Marazion
Marsh. We had only just started to walk along path
that runs along the southern side of the reserve when
Steve called Bittern! It was the briefest of views for
some of us as it quickly dropped down into the reeds
but luckily it flew again shortly afterwards and
everyone got to see it in flight before it dropped out of
sight again.
It was getting late and there was not much else of

note so we rounded off our outing with a return to
Hayle Estuary and a visit to Carnsew Basin and views
of another Great Northern Diver before heading
back to our hotel for another good dinner, run
through of the checklist and reflection on some great
bird sightings.
Our last full day in Cornwall dawned wet and

windy again but by the time we were ready to leave
after breakfast the weather had improved and was
dry. This lifted our spirits along with the promise from
Steve that we were going to some great locations. It
was therefore with some consternation that after only
a short drive we pulled up at the local sewage works!

Scanning the hedgerow and filter beds proved very
fruitful with Grey Wagtail, Pied Wagtail, Common
Chiffchaff, Siberian Chiffchaff, Robin, Wren,
Dunnock, Chaffinch and Goldcrest starting our day
list. Crossing the road to the lake we soon found our
next target bird, Whooper Swan, which was mingling
with Mute Swans, Tufted Duck, Coot, Moorhen,
Herring Gull and Black-headed Gull. Deciding to
get a closer look we set off around the edge of the
lake. This proved to be a good idea as Steve soon
identified a crest calling from a stand of Bamboo,
everyone scanned intently and suddenly a fabulous
Firecrest emerged giving us all great views. Buoyed
by this we carried on to look for theWhooper Swan
which wasn’t too hard as it swam our way and was
quite happy posing for photographs despite us all
standing very close!
Next stop was a spot near Truro where a Glossy

Ibis had been reported, despite a thorough search
we had no luck but several Pheasants and a small
flock of Siskin were found.
We weren’t far from the coast so made our next

destination Gerrans Bay which is very scenic and
worth a visit just for the view. Although quiet bird-
wise we did record Meadow Pipit, Rock Pipit,
Fulmar and Great Northern Diver.
Lunch was now in mind so we left Gerrans Bay

and headed for Hayle, having a brief stop at the Ibis
location, again without success. Our destination for
lunch in Hayle was the excellent pasty shop, having
made our selections we returned to the mini bus to
eat them whilst overlooking the estuary, with
everyone tucking in it was the quietest that the
minibus had been so far! Another Great Northern
Diver and Rook were noted, the Rooks being
particularly interested in scraps of pasty.
A return visit to Carbis Bay followed but it was

much quieter than the previous day, we still found
Great Northern Diver, Fulmar, Kittiwake,
Razorbill, Guillemot and Gannet. Newlyn Harbour
was our next stop where we were treated to some
good views of eight Great Northern Divers,

Whooper Swan by George Brown
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Kittiwake and Razorbill. We also found a small flock
of House Sparrows and very smart Stonechat.
Our final stop for the day was Penzance in the hope

of locating a reported Black Redstart. We took the
coastal path which is lined with large rocks; perfect
habitat for the Redstart but despite some diligent
scanning there was no sign. We did find more Great
Northern Divers though! A day of varied locations
was rounded off nicely with a pre-dinner drink and
completion of the checklist followed by an excellent
dinner.
For our final day and it was dry and bright, after

breakfast we said farewell to our hotel and started for
home, with a few scheduled deviations on the way of
course. Our first stop was Colliford Lake and on to
Dozmary Pool passing a lone Barnacle Goose
amongst a flock of Canada Geese on the way.
Despite the sun being in our eyes (we weren’t
complaining!) we soon spotted Goldeneye, Tufted
Duck, Teal, Little Grebe and Pochard, eventually
after a lot of scanning we found our main quarry, a
drake Lesser Scaup. Despite being asleep it was a
nice bird to find and we had good views.
With a rain shower looming we returned to the

minibus and continued eastwards, passing Common
Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Raven before reaching
Exeter where we stopped to pick up lunch. We
carried on towards Dawlish Warren, our last location
for the trip, stopping briefly at a golf course where we

found a Bar-headed
Goose with a large flock
of Oystercatcher,
Curlew, Brent and
Canada Geese. With
rain looking likely we
decided to eat lunch in
the minibus, at the same
time a pager message
came through that a
Bonaparte’s Gull had
been reported in the
area. So with
waterproofs back on we
all set off along the coast
path but unfortunately
there was no sign of the
Gull. It was far from a
wasted visit though, as it
yielded Brent Goose,
Red-breasted
Merganser, Long-tailed

Duck, Black-necked Grebe, Great Crested Grebe,
Shag, Oystercatcher, Sanderling, Turnstone,
Dunlin, Common Scoter, Velvet Scoter and the by
now expected Great Northern Diver.
The rain arrived with a vengeance so we

reluctantly decided to return to the minibus and head
for home adding some Red-legged Partridge and
more Common Buzzard during the journey.
A great group of people, lots of laughs along the

way, lovely locations (mostly!) and terrific birds
added up to a truly memorable four days.

Siberian Chiffchaff by Steve Grimwade

Great Northern Diver by George Brown
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Rainham Marshes straddles the outskirts of east
London and Essex and has long been known as a
haven for birds. However, among birders its
reputation was often unsavoury, and it was known to
many as ‘that rubbish tip with burnt-out cars, piles of
tyres, bubbling chemical pools, rats, guns,
motorbikes and whizzing bullets ... oh, and Water
Pipits and Short-eared Owls’.
But things have changed somewhat over the last 14

years and the RSPB has ushered in a new era
which combines conservation needs with
education and a high quality visitor experience.

In the beginning
The local landscape has not always been

dominated by open marshes, and the area has
undergone some fascinating transformations
over thousands of years. Its geomorphological
history started with the build-up of silty glacial
deposits overlying the Eocene marine London
clays and gravels up to about 13,000 BC. After
this, the cold, treeless steppe and tundra habitat
was replaced with a covering of birch and pine.
However, from 6,000 BC sea levels rose and
during the Mesolithic and Neolithic epochs,
spanning 8,000-2,000 BC, the site saw two
periods of inundation, each followed by dense
forestation which is the source of the ancient
bogwood that we periodically unearth.
The Rainham area has been occupied by man

since the Palaeolithic (35,000-10,000BC), with
hand tools found in the nearby Aveley shingle
terraces, and there is evidence of Bronze and
Iron Age (2,200 BC to 43 AD) habitation and
Roman occupation (43-140 AD) nearby.
Farming in the area began after the Bronze

Age, but most of the land remained un-
reclaimed during the Medieval period (140-1550
AD). Reclamation and the establishment of sea
walls began in the 14th century, and
Wennington Creek was finally sealed off from
the Thames in 1691.
The marsh provided high-quality grazing and

grain production from 1550 until as recently as
1906, when the War Department created first the
Purfleet Rifle ranges, and then in 1915 those at
the Rainham end of the site. On Aveley Marsh
three stop-butts were created (part of one still
stands) with a Mantlet bank in front of each. This
broken linear feature still divides Aveley and
Wennington Marshes. The hundred-yard shooting
ridges can still be seen across the marsh, and in
the scrub the Cordite store and one of eight anti-

aircraft ammunition magazines still stands, testament
to the military history of the marsh, which was an
important air defence location during both wars.
Most birdwatchers know of the stone barges (and

their attendant Rock and Water Pipits) discarded near
Coldharbour Point when they became surplus to
requirement as a Mulbury Harbour for the D-Day
Landings in 1944. The only major changes during the
last century were the creation of the Silt Lagoon

RSPB RainhamMarshes – a brief

resume of the distant past, reserve

beginnings and future plans...
HOWARD VAUGHAN

Cattle Egret by Russ Sherriff

Glossy Ibis by Basil Thornton

Water Pipit by Dave McGough

Short-eared Owl by Priscille Dunerin

Penduline Tit bySam Shippey

Collared Pratincole by Adrian Webb
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complex between 1967 and 1987 for Thames
dredging’s, and the new, elevated A13 and the
Channel Tunnel Rail Link in the last 10 years.

Recent history
The RSPB bought Rainham, Wennington and

Aveley Marshes from the MoD in July 2000. The
reserve covers 411 ha of grazing marsh and silt
lagoons and represents almost all of the Inner
Thames Marshes SSSI (Site of Special Scientific

Interest). Since the purchase, the RSPB has started
the long task of restoring the marshland back to its
former glory. This has been a long and complex
process as, apart from habitat management, there
was a whole range of issues relating to the site’s
previous usage to be dealt with prior to the reserve
opening to the public.
One of the major priorities has been the removal of

the unwanted remains of the site’s military
occupation. A hundred years’ worth of accumulated

rubbish has had to be
cleared, including any
unexploded ordnance
remaining on site. In
parallel with this work, the
programme to restore the
marshland itself will always
be ongoing.
The habitat work has

concentrated on
management of water and
grassland. The reserve has a
network of some 15miles of
ditches, many of whichwere
largely unmanaged during
most of themilitary’s
occupation. As a result, many
of the ditcheswere blocked
with years of accumulated
silt and vegetation and
neededmajor restoration
work to enable them to
function as water carriers
andwet fences.
We have restored them to

a condition that is beneficial
for both the movement of
water and for the suite of
species that depend upon
healthy ditches, such as
Water Vole and aquatic
invertebrates including
Great Silver Diving Beetle
and Small Red-eyed and
Scarce Emerald Damselfly.
In conjunction with this
work, we have installed a
network of sluices that will
help us to control the water
levels across the reserve by
operating varying levels in
different parts of the site at
the same time of year. The
new Purfleet Scrape has
been designed as three
separate hydrological units
to accommodate this
practice. This will mean we
can maximise the available
habitat for breeding waders
and wintering waterfowl.
Cattle on the reserve act as
our grass management
machines, allowing us to
control the sward height to
optimum conditions.
We have three habitat-

White-tailed Plover by Sam Shippey

Black-winged Stilt by Tony Coombs

Hoopoe by Adrian Webb

Wryneck by Mick Southcott

Marsh Warbler by Les Harrison

Slaty-backed Gull byPriscille Dunerin

Caspian Gull by Andy Tweed

White-winged Black Tern bySam Shippey
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related field-teaching stations across the reserve,
which have allowed our team to provide a very high
standard of on-site curriculum based education from
primary age upwards. A network of boardwalk and
tarmac trails has been created by co-operation
between our contractors and our invaluable teams of
volunteers; the trails allow full access to a 2.5mile walk.
The state-of-the-art Environment and Education

Centre has been constructed to be as green as
possible and aspires to be carbon-neutral and
incorporates rainwater harvesting, solar and geo-
thermal energy and even our own small wind turbine
and will no doubt stand as a benchmark for visitor
centres across the country. It affords excellent views
across the reserve and Thames and houses a café,
shop, optics, a classroom and offices while our
designer built Shooting Butts and Purfleet Hides have
raised the bar in the construction of viewing areas to
enhance the visitor experience.

The wildlife
The birdlife of Rainham Marshes has been well

documented in the Essex and London Bird Reports
since the late 1940s, and the habitat and avifauna
have not changed ostensibly since that time, largely
thanks to the protracted stay of the MoD. Since the
RSPB acquired the site in 2000, wintering wildfowl
numbers have increased dramatically, with Wigeon
now regularly reaching 1,000 birds (from 250),
Common Teal up to a peak of 3,475 (from 1,050) and,
most notably from a London context, more than 40
Pintail, with a peak of 88 (from six). The marsh holds
important numbers of breeding Reed Bunting, Little
Grebe, Meadow Pipit, reedbed warblers and Skylark.
The erection of a serious electric fence around the
whole of Aveley Marsh has resulted in a significant
increase in the breeding numbers and success of
Lapwings and Redshanks with 2014 being a bumper
year with over 50 young Lapwing fledging from 38
pair and Redshank fairing similarly with a record 31
pair nesting.
Bearded Tit, Stonechat, Barn Owl, Grasshopper

Warbler and Water Rail are all notable local breeders
and since Cetti’s Warblers colonised in 2006, they
have steadily increased with the largely mild winters
to a high of 32 shouty males this year. Marsh Harriers
have become a resident feature and we were over
the moon to host a young male and two females this
year resulting in three fledged chicks between them...
great news. Marsh Warblers have now held territories
for the last three years which is encouraging for this
rare species with only a toehold summering
population in the UK while the ‘kronking’ of Ravens
has almost become a daily feature in recent months
as the local Kentish birds pay the marsh a visit.
The Thames is cleaner now than it has been since

the Industrial Revolution and the Inner Thames
wader population has increased dramatically (while
conversely diving duck numbers have fallen) –
Rainham now hosts up to 1,000 wintering Dunlins,
300 Black-tailed Godwits, 30 Curlews and a few Grey
Plovers and Turnstones. Harbour Seals can be seen
hauled up at low tide and seem to be breeding while
Bob the bull Grey Seal is a regular feature. On calmer
days Harbour Porpoises are often encountered
actively feeding on the outgoing tide . . . who’d have
thought it ten years ago?

About 286 bird species have been recorded, and
during the late 1960s and 1970s, the silt lagoons were
attracting rare waders on a regular basis, including
such gems as Solitary and Western Sandpipers.
Collared Pratincole and Sociable Plover in 2005
suggest that the site’s rarity days may be returning. A
White Tailed Plover in July 2010 and a Slaty-backed
Gull in January 2011 put us back on the map but it
was the long staying Baillon’s Crake in September
2012 that drew in the crowds with over 3000 visitors
in just over two weeks! More visitors and more eyes
has seen an increase in river activity with good tern
and even skua passage noted after a good easterly
while eyes up have produced regular raptor passage
on suitable afternoons as well as diurnal passerines.
During the summer the reserve is a riot of colour

with banks of purple Tufted Vetch and Thistles,
yellow Bristly Ox-tongue, sky-blue Chicory and red
Poppies. We have had 33 species of butterflies
including the last Wall Browns inside the M25 and a
host of bees, including several nationally scarce
species of Andrena and Colletes. Dragonflies and
damselflies proliferate and the colonisation of Willow
Emerald Damselfly in 2014 took the list to 24.
Water Voles continue to do well and Rainham is

still considered to hold one of the densest
populations in the country. Stoat and Weasel are
often seen but thankfully, Mink have only made
sporadic appearances, and seem to have been of
transient animals. Marsh Frogs are now a firm
favourite with the visitors and their loud belching has
become an important part of the summer wildlife
chorus. The flourishing of this alien amphibian has no
doubt helped increase the Grass Snake population as
well as providing a valuable seasonal food source for
Marsh Harriers, Egrets, Herons and Kingfishers.

The future
This project would have been impossible without

the support of our neighbours, local stakeholders and
funders. It is hoped that this green oasis among the
urban sprawl that is Metropolitan Essex will stand
testament to all those who worked hard on the
project. From those who helped save the marshes
and thwarted the development of a Universal Studios
theme park to the government and local and national
authorities whose backing made the dream of
turning a neglected medieval marsh into a flagship
RSPB reserve a reality.
As we head for 2015 we have already started on

the next phase of this regeneration and the diggers
and trucks have been out on Wennington Marsh
since mid-October. They have been tirelessly creating
another nine kilometres of shallow fingered, rill-like
scrapes to enhance what was previously dry hay-
meadow and create another new mosaic of
wonderful waterways that local and passing wildlife
will find hard to resist.
We look forward to seeing you all very soon... and

not just for the next big rarity . . . we have so much
more to offer . . .
Howard Vaughan
Information Officer – RSPB Rainham Marshes
www.rspb.org.uk/rainham 
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After the failure of the Avocets to breed on Two Tree
Island in 2013, we were hoping that this was just a
hiccup and they would be back to normal for 2014.
Alas, despite the presence of a few Avocets on the
lagoon throughout the winter, they once again failed
to breed, as in the previous year, displaced by Black-
headed Gulls.
This year was different though. In 2013 the Black-

headed Gull count was in excess of 750, however
this year their numbers had depleted to 250, a
dramatic change for these birds too.

We believe that the Avocets have made the near-
by RSPB Bowers Marsh their new home, with
something in the order of 90 being observed on the
lagoon at one stage in the spring. Given the problems
that they experienced on Two Tree Island I believe
that they are much safer at Bowers Marsh, although
we are sad that we have lost them from the Island as
a breeding species.
The Black-headed Gulls that we did have again

bred very well and, undeterred by their numbers,

An Update on Two Tree
Island’s Avocets
MARK BRIDGES

Hello John and Louise
Thank you so much for the Kestrel box, I hope you

got a flavour for the school and the work we do here
to encourage wildlife within the school grounds and
also encourage the students to take care of it. The
girls were very excited about being invited along on
an EBwS trip, I am sure you will see us in the next
few months.
We are very lucky to have such large beautiful

grounds here, and I hope our resident Kestrelmakes
use of the box. I have enclosed the photos of the
presentation.
Many thanks again, I look forward to hearing from

you regarding the nest boxes and your future work.
Sally

John and Louise had a tour of the extensive field
behind the school that backs on to a railway line,
has a row of mature trees, is near another school
and is quite close to Thorpe Bay golf club. But
amazingly the grounds already have a Kestrel there

that is seen most days. Sally runs a nature club at
the school and we came away with 3 tit boxes,
made by the girls to a template from the RSPB
website, Louise said that we would find a home in
an Essex school for them.

So, do you have children or grand-children
attending a school in Essex that would be
interested in having a box put up? If so please
contact John & Louise Sykes on 01245 355132.

Kestrel Nest box presented to
Southend School for Girls
JOHN & LOUISE SYKES

Avocet by

George Brown

around a dozen Common Tern pairs bred
successfully as well as a couple of pairs of
Oystercatcher and Redshank. A young family of
Shelduck were also observed but we couldn’t be
sure whether they actually bred on the lagoon.
It looks as if the Two Tree Island Avocet breeding

story has reached its end, at least for the time being,
but the important thing is that they are now present
on other, more secure sites, which is a good thing.
Avocets do often drop into our lagoon to feed, so at
least we still get the chance to enjoy watching these
fabulous waders.
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Though not often credited as a harbinger of spring,
the song of the Chiffchaff certainly marks the
beginning of the spring migration. A short-distance
migrant, wintering in southern Europe and North
Africa, males typically begin to arrive in the UK in
March and quickly establish territories in their
favoured lowland woodland habitat, ready for the
later arriving females. By early-April, paired females
are busy building nests in the understory while the
males continue to sing high above. Throughout
frenetic trips to and from the developing nest
structure, the female can often be heard uttering the
slightly less well-known but just as distinctive
‘hooeet’ call, somehow at the same time as carrying
long strands of grass. And as a BTO nest recorder,
standing in the wood listening, this tell-tale sound will
send me dashing towards its source, hoping to
glimpse the bird at work. Chiffchaff nests are usually
well hidden – a dome of grass nestled in ground
vegetation – and so the best way to locate them is to
watch adults returning to them.
If I see a female with a beak full of nesting

material, I will sit at a distance and watch it visit
several times before taking a note of the likely spot
and coming back several days later to investigate
further. If this time I see no material being carried
(suggesting that the nest is complete), I’ll quickly but
very carefully (following the all-important NRS Code
of Conduct) approach and examine the nest,
counting any eggs that have been laid. These
observations will prompt a follow-up visit
several days later to count the full clutch.
Another visit is planned for about two weeks
later – Chiffchaffs incubate for c.14 days – to
record the number of hatched chicks. Then
there is another when the chicks have grown
enough to be ringed and in turn a final visit is
made to assess whether the young fledged.
The information collected from these few
carefully timed visits is then sent to the BTO’s
Nest Record Scheme (NRS). This year, at
Wicken Fen NNR in Cambridgeshire, which is
my home recording patch, colleagues and I
monitored 25 Chiffchaff nests this way. Not all
of them were found at building stage – some
nests we did not begin monitoring until an
adult was spotted carrying food to chicks –
but in any case all information collected was
sent to the BTO’s Nest Record Scheme,
where already it has been ‘crunched’ along
with data from all over the country and used
to produce a preliminary report on the
breeding season1, which the Scheme does
every autumn. Over the next few months, as
more 2014 data come in, BTO will continue
with these analyses and in due course it will

update the long-term species breeding performance
figures – clutch size, brood size, timing of breeding
and nest failure rates – that are available on the BTO
website2.
For eight years now I have been doing nest

recording as a BTO volunteer (although I also happen
to have a desk job at the BTO helping to run the
survey!) but of course the BTO itself has been
collecting data on nests for much longer – the Nest
Record Scheme is 75 years old this year in fact. It
began as the Hatching and Fledging Enquiry in 1939,
set up by naturalist and broadcaster James Fisher
and biologist Sir Julian Huxley to collect information
about the basic breeding biology of British birds.3

Twelve relatively common species were selected as
the focus of the survey and the methodology – make
repeat visits to nests and count eggs and chicks – was
devised so that data could be collected to assess
typical clutch and brood sizes and incubation and
fledging periods. Survey participants were charged
2s. 6d. for a pack of 50 nest record cards on which to
record their observations.4 Although now free and
largely replaced by recording software, these small
nest record cards are still available today.
The first paper published that used predominantly

NRS data was E.T Silva’s 1949 analysis of Song Thrush
nest records 5 (although David Lack’s famous Robin
study also made use of NRS data). From looking at
BTO minutes and newsletters from the time, it appears

BTO Nest Record
Scheme Organiser

CARL BARIMORE

Chiffchaff nest in grasses by Dave Scott (used by permission of BTO)
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this study took over five years to complete – probably
as quickly having an adding machine to do the stats
would allow! Although these early papers focused on
breeding biology, it became obvious that the data
being collected by NRS would be just as useful for
looking timing of breeding – when in the year birds
begin to lay – and also nest success rates. Fast forward
to 2014 and nest records have been used in over 300
scientific publications including papers looking at the
effects of pesticide use on nesting success and the
effect of climate change on timing of breeding6. Since
its inception, an incredible 1.6 million records have
been submitted to the Nest Record Scheme, covering
over 200 different breeding species. Because it
extends back 75 years, the NRS dataset is particularly
useful for looking at effects on bird populations that
may be happening over long periods of time.
As I mentioned earlier, in addition to collecting

data as a volunteer I also work on the Nest Record
Scheme and when I first started in the mid-2000s
some worrying changes were happening. The survey
was seeing a steady decline in participation and
those new volunteers who were joining up were
doing things differently. Instead of finding and
monitoring nests in natural sites, they were putting up
nest boxes and monitoring the occupants.
Consequently, numbers of nest records being sent in
for cavity-nesting species that take to boxes, like Barn
Owl, titmice and Tree Sparrow, were on the up, while
numbers of records for species like Blackcap,
Bullfinch, and even Dunnock and Robin were on the
wane. Having more records for cavity-nesting species
was of course fantastic – especially given that they
are very tricky to monitor in natural sites – but
declining submissions for the rest was a problem.
So what was going on? Well, in hindsight it looks like

the BTO was used to being relatively ‘passive’ about
recruiting volunteer nest recorders. In the 1950s, the
ornithological community was moving on from egg
collecting, just as it had moved on from the practice of
shooting specimens years before, and many birders of

that generation knew how to find birds’
nests – the BTO only had to ask them if
they wouldn’t mind putting those skills to
good use. Perhaps there was also more a
culture back then of studying and actually
‘watching’ birds instead of just
counting/listing. One of the most
interesting stories I’ve heard about
someone becoming a nest recorder was
told to me by the late Max Meadows, a
lifelong resident of Writtle, Essex. Max
was 79 and our most senior NRS
participant, yet still sending in a huge 200
nest records per year. I’d asked him to
write an article for a BTO newsletter on
his life as an ornithologist and what I got
was a fascinating account of a lifelong
dedication to studying local populations of
birds. As for monitoring nests, Max said
that his father was an avid nature
photographer who had set about
photographing a nest for every breeding
bird species in Essex. As his young son,
Max’s job was both to help find the nests
and to carry his Dad’s photographic
equipment – a plate camera and a huge

wooden tripod. His father would develop the black
and white photographic plates himself and then paint
them to add colour. If you visit Writtle museum, you
can have a look at these photographs. As for Max, he
was hooked and for five decades he studied the birds
aroundWrittle and submitted counts and other data to
EBwS. In 1982, when he retired from teaching, Max
started focusing more on nest recording and over the
next 24 years he submitted 10,125 nest records to the
BTO. (When he died in 2010, EBwS kindly reproduced
Max’s article in the Essex Bird Report, accompanied by
his obituary.)
Although I also began bird watching at a young age

and hopefully was at least of some use to my local
bird club (Cambs) by submitting wildfowl counts from
gravel pits near my home, for most of my young
birding years (1990s) I took little interest in birds’ life
cycles and breeding biology. Like most people I was
interested in identifying birds and knowing when they
were arriving and leaving so that I could see them and
sometimes count how many. But I hadn’t seen a
single Robin or Blackbird nest before taking up nest
recording in my mid-20s. If my birding choices have
been similar to many of my generation, then it will be
a generation much less culturally drawn to the Nest
Record Scheme than birders of yester-year, and
moreover without the skills to find a single nest!
This was more or less what we supposed when

considering what to do about the Nest Record
Scheme in the mid-2000s – we though people
needed more encouragement and crucially more
opportunities to train and learn nest finding skills.
Thanks to extra funding from the BTO’s trust and
even more importantly the skills, time and patience
of our veteran nest recorders, we began organising
training courses, a new BTO field guide on nest
monitoring was published, and most recently we’ve
set up a mentoring scheme whereby new NRS
participants can meet with experienced recorders in
their local area. These measures, together with wider
promotion of NRS, seem to have had some effect:

Chiffchaff by John Harding (A) (used by permission of BTO)
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both participation and numbers of nest records sent
in have climbed by a third since 2007. Most
significantly, more records are being submitted for
non-nest box species like Chiffchaff and Blackcap.
So what about nest recording in Essex? There are

c.12 regular BTO nest recorders in the county at the
moment and in 2013 they submitted 273 nest records
(table 1). And in addition to the stalwart efforts of
Max Meadows, there have been several who have
contributed many records over many years – Simon
Cox, for example, has collected 2,371 nest records in
Essex since 1985. However, compared to other
counties in England, participation in Essex has always
been relatively low and many surprisingly common
species are under-recorded (table 2). 
As mentioned at the beginning of this article, a big

part of the Nest Record Scheme today is what the
BTO calls ‘Integrated Population Monitoring’, which
means pulling together abundance, productivity and
adult survival information from different BTO surveys
and trying to show not just changes in abundance
over time but also where in the life cycle any adverse
changes might be happening. Is a given decline being
accompanied by a decline in breeding performance,
for example? For many species we can now produce
national trends in productivity, but NRS rarely has
enough data to produce regional trends, which
means the BTO is less able to look at possible
reasons for regional declines and changes in
distribution. That’s why it’s always good to get more
records from individual counties, just as it is
important to get a good number of local BBS squares
covered! So, if you’ve not tried nest recording before,
please do consider giving it a go. One great thing

about NRS is that it is very easy to get started – you
can make a very valuable contribution just by
monitoring nests in your garden, for example. For
more information about NRS, please do have a look
at the survey website (www.bto.org/nrs) and if you
want a starter pack or need help getting started
please do email nrs@bto.org
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Editors Note: Carl will be giving a talk on this subject
at the indoor meeting on Friday 6th February. If you
have any questions or would like more information
why not come along and speak to Carl in person.

Species name Total

Mute Swan 1

Canada Goose 1

Mallard 4

Pheasant 1

Little Grebe 1

Cormorant 2

Marsh Harrier 2

Kestrel 11

Peregrine 3

Moorhen 6

Oystercatcher 1

Species name Total

Avocet 1

Herring Gull 2

Little Tern 1

Stock Dove 23

Wood Pigeon 25

Collared Dove 2

Turtle Dove 20

Barn Owl 26

Little Owl 1

Tawny Owl 2

Skylark 1

Species name Total

Swallow 27

Pied Wagtail 3

Wren 1

Dunnock 1

Robin 6

Blackbird 15

Song Thrush 3

Blackcap 3

Whitethroat 2

Chiffchaff 2

Blue Tit 31

Species name Total

Great Tit 20

Treecreeper 1

Jackdaw 6

Chaffinch 4

Greenfinch 1

Goldfinch 5

Linnet 1

Bullfinch 4

Table 1. Number of nest records collected in Essex in 2013

Table 2. Numbers of nest records collected in Essex for 10 common species, compared to overall NRS totals

                                                           Essex totals                                         

                                          2011           2012           2013             UK Total for 2013

Coot                                         0                   1                   0                              571

Meadow Pipit                          0                   0                   0                              307

Wren                                        1                   3                   1                              177

Dunnock                                 0                   1                   1                              313

Robin                                       1                   3                   6                              422

Blackbird                                 4                  10                 15                            1384

Song Thrush                           0                   1                   3                              431

Starling                                    1                   2                   0                              295

Chaffinch                                 2                   4                   4                              319

Linnet                                      2                   3                   1                              304
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Our summer visitor, the insect fuelled and greasy
plumaged Common Swift (Apus apus) is an
acknowledged iconic bird species. This article will
dwell upon those lifestyle aspects that qualify the
species for such a prestigious accolade. Of the c.95
species of swifts worldwide, our Common Swift is the
most migratory. A bird larger than either Swallow or
House Martin, with a surprising wingtip to wingtip
measurement of 1’5½” (45cm) At the taxonomic level,
it is closely related to the hummingbirds.
A bird that sleeps, bathes, drinks and mates on the

wing and only alights to carry out its nesting duties.
Their potential life span is some 21 years (proved by
ringing) but generally, after succumbing to predation
or weather extremes, averaging some eight or nine
years. During its almost aerial lifespan, they may fly
several million miles that includes the back and forth
between Europe and Africa, their winter quarters (an
annual return journey of some 8000 miles) the species
has a summer distribution as far east as northern China
(with sub-speciation across the range)
The bird only becomes sexually mature in its third or

fourth year and then raises a single brood of one or two.
Its nest site is usually in older style buildings where a
niche is left under the eaves. Pairs of Swifts remain faithful
throughout their lives and use the same nesting site each
year. These niches are vulnerable as older style buildings
are either replaced or refurbished (insulation upgrade)
and thus their nesting locations become sealed. Good for
household and office fuel bills but not so good for the
birds. It is a tragic sight to see birds returning in early May,
and unable to gain entry to their traditional nest sites,
falling back onto the ground. This, and the decline of
airborne insects, mainly due to agricultural practices, are
probably the main reasons for the birds decline both
nationally and across much of Europe. 
The RSPB estimates that the species has declined as

a breeding bird in the UK by 50% in the last fifteen
years. Swifts, arriving in early May and departing from
mid-August onwards, are only with us for a little more
than a hundred days each year.
However, there is a London based organization

called ‘Swift Conservation’ that is attempting to redress
the balance by providing artificial nest sites on the
sides of buildings, mainly in cities. Swifts favour the
canyon like aspect of streets lined with tall structures.
“Race memory” at work from the earlier cliff nesting
days? This organization has strong links with similar
European Swift initiatives. There are even proprietary
made nest-boxes that can be built integrally into the
external fabric of a new structure. But providing Swift
nest-boxes is best described as a specialist operation
as the boxes (quite chunky in size) require to be
positioned high up and clear of obstructions.
Although it has long been known that the birds winter

in Southern Africa, the B.T.O have recently carried out
research, via fitting them with miniscule geo-locators,
to document precisely where they winter within the
continent and the route taken (This neatly corroborates
with similar studies undertaken by the Dutch) From the

evidence so far
gained, the UK
population travels
south through France
and Iberia before
continuing down the
west side of the
African continent.
There they hawk
above the forests of
the Congo and also
undergo winter
movements east to
Mozambique that
borders the Indian
Ocean. Presumably,
these are weather
and aerial food
related wanderings.
The Swift also

nudges at the
northern edge of the
migration envelope.
Our most northerly
breeders are on Foula, an island in the Shetland group
but there are records of sightings over Iceland, the
Faeroes and Spitsbergen (And in this respect, the Swift
is viewed as being ‘Climate Change’ proof) These are
considered to be non-breeding birds from the
Continental European / Scandinavian landmass
exploring the High Arctic throughout the twenty four
hours of summer daylight. Other sub-adult and non-
breeding birds, it is thought, may well stay in Africa
until sexually mature before returning to commence
breeding. A species ‘fail safe’ mechanism at work?
Proof that Swifts sleep on the wing was first reported

by a WW1 French biplane pilot who upon gliding over
enemy positions at night, flew through a flock of birds
at an altitude of c.10,000ft (ten thousand) Initially he
was not believed until it was later corroborated. Then
in WW2, when radar was in its infancy, ‘Radar Angels’
appeared as wraiths on the radar screens as further
proof. Dutch military radar equipment, used for bird
strike studies in 2000, recorded the signature of
flocking Swifts at 5,900ft (five thousand nine hundred)
This has led to the research that the birds undergo
‘micro-sleep’ in the form of the alternate switching on
and off of the different sides of the brain. House Martins
and the equatorial Frigate Birds are also known to
sleep on the wing.
Both Hanningfield and Abberton Reservoirs can play

host to an enormous build-up of Swifts during the
summer. It is one of the ornithological wonders of
Essex. It is a marvel to witness. The blizzard of hatching
and dispersing midges attract local birds and refuel
those journeying further north. Later, the young of the
year join the feeding adults above these vast water
bodies to gain weight for the journey to their winter
quarters. Reference to the Essex Bird Reports quotes
estimated numbers anywhere between c.2000 and

JOHN SMART

Radar Angels – The Swift

Common Swift (Apus apus)

[Copyright David Moreton, courtesy of

www.swift-conservation.org]
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c.30000 (thirty thousand and more) above Hanningfield
Reservoir on days when oppressive weather
conditions trigger such insect hatching. There is little
evidence to date that any of these birds are destined,
or from, the European continent. 
Here in Billericay, we used to have more nesting

Swifts than there are now. The older generation
remember the Swift ‘screaming parties’ racing up and
down the High Street. There are still two stronghold
colonies here that total c.20 pairs. These are in
buildings of long standing, a converted workhouse and
a church. In the late seventies, a flock of Swifts used to
occasionally hawk along, as did House Martins, the
wider rides of Norsey Wood LNR.
Many consider the ‘screaming parties’ of Swifts above

our roof tops (an indication of their nearby breeding
sites) as ‘The Sound of Summer’. Sadly, this cultural
connection between us humans and the natural world
is being lost as the decline of the species continues.
By adjustment of their flight feathers, and their

associated carpal wing coverts, the Swift arranges its

feathers in the optimum configuration for lift and
manoeuvring at any one point in time. This quality of
‘morphing’ is the envy of the military aircraft engineers.
One could muse, without criticism, that along with
several other highly migratory bird species, the size of
our planet has not overstretched their capabilities.

References:-
‘Swifts in a Tower’ by David Lack 1956. ‘BTO News,’

Issue 299 July 2012; The ‘Swift Conservation’ website;
The annual publications of the ‘Essex Birdwatching
Society’; ‘Birds of the Western Paleartic – IV’; ‘Swifts’
by Chantler & Driessens; Proceedings of the Royal
Society – Taxonomy – D. T. Ksepka – 1st May 2013; Luit
S. Buurma – The Royal Netherlands Air Force. 

[John Smart 09/04/2014]
S.o.S = Save our Swifts.
A similar article to this first appeared in the 
Norsey Wood LNR Newsletter in early 2014.

Radar Angels ~ What Rules Apply?

Arrow fast the Swifts
Feathers fashioned in the morph of lift

Heralds the spirit of spring!
Piercing the skies with scream
Against the broad canvas blue

Biologically wired to find
That vulnerable niche again

As manna rising
Insect fare, plucked from the air!
As landscapes unfold beneath

Dwindling forests and the scars of Man
To shoot through the hoops of peril!

To outvie the strafing falcon!
To outfly the skirts of storm!

High above the darkened half-world
Aerial affinity in the half-sleep
In their black livery wheeling

Unaware of time zones and lines on maps
From the dry season to a summer afar

Angel shadows adorn the radar!
Glide earthwards at the sight of sun

One summer one brood
Broken eggshells and rancid scraps

Outstretched necks in the darkness beg
The aspiring essence of flight!

An agent of Gaia? An agent of the Divine?
What medium of perfection drives?

Who knows what rules apply?

And from under Nurture’s wing
They peek out brightly-eyed

Onto a beckoning world of wonder
To make their swoop of faith

As if immune to the grip of gravity
To brush that blue of sky

The bond between the hemispheres!

John H. Smart. 01/01/2014



28

The MOD Police HQ at Wethersfield Air Field was
one of the ‘special’ sites identified as suitable for
Turtle Dove soon after the ‘Essex Farmland Birds’
Conference in September 2012. This was arranged
with Rosalind Gourgey, Wethersfield Sustainability
Officer and two suitable areas were selected to be
sown with Turtle Dove Feed Mix (TDFM), but the
wheels of the establishment and authority move
slowly! Eventually all obstacles and any objections
were overcome thanks to Ros’s patience,
perseverance and tolerance with support from the
Society when and where possible. Subsequently a
volunteer work party numbering nine strong, plus
Ros, were assembled at 10:00 on Sunday 10th August
2014 to clear the first dedicated 0.75 acre (0.3 ha) area
of dead grasses, weeds, brambles and scrub which
had previously been sprayed in readiness for our visit.
For those members that joined the Field Trip

Meeting to Wethersfield Air Field back in April 2013,
you will already know something about the site and
appreciate its fantastic potential for Turtle Doves to
breed. For those that did not attend and do not know
the site, the excellent suitability is due to the nature of
the extensive areas of thick hedges which have very
little disturbance apart from the Glider Club using the
runway at weekends and the security patrols, so it is
ideal and the Society is grateful for this opportunity to
be an active partner with the MOD Police HQ at the
Wethersfield Air Field site in this extremely important
international conservation project.
Following the recent settled period of very hot and

dry weather conditions, that August weekend saw the
arrival of the remains of Hurricane ‘Bertha’ from
across the Atlantic, with heavy rain, thunder, lighting
and strong winds forecast! However, following ‘tea-
and-biscuits’ in the Family & Sustainability Centre, the
group of hardy volunteers, with rakes, hoes and
loppers at the ready headed for the area on the far side
of the Air Field to set about the task to be undertaken.
On arrival at the site the light drizzle soon turned

into very heavy driving rain, so it was quickly back

into the cars to wait and see if it might subside? After
steaming up the cars with our wet coats for the next
half-hour, we returned to the Centre for more
refreshments and to consider our options and the
best way how we might proceed?
However, the decision was taken out of our hands

as after ‘tea’ the rain stopped, the clouds cleared and
the sun appeared, so we returned to the site and
enthusiastically set about the task. Due to the heavy
rain part of the area was under water, but at least the
dead weeds were easier to rake up and the soft
ground made it easy to hoe or pull out the long roots
by hand. We had a short break for lunch with soft
drinks and refreshing cool water provided by Ros,
plus lovely home-made flap-jacks baked by Debbie. 
We were quite aware and conscious that it would

have been ideal to have hired a Rotovator to make
the task so much easier, but due to the nature of the
land use in previous times, permission had not been
granted to actually dig or break into the soil structure,
so we were restricted to removing the top vegetation
and to roughen-up the soil surface only, in
preparation for subsequent sowing of the TDFM.
The afternoon was very pleasant in the sheltered

location where we worked and by the time more
ominous and menacing looking very dark clouds
appeared on the horizon in late afternoon the work
party had already completed the objective of clearing
the allotted area, making it ready for the next stage.
However, due to the wet conditions it was not
possible to actually sow the fine seeds of the TDFM
that day. That would have to wait until the ground had
dried out sufficiently to achieve the best germination.
The area worked on was the first of the two sites at

the Wethersfield Air Field complex which are to be
managed for Turtle Doves. The second area is
considerably larger at over 5 acres (2.5 ha) where 21
old underground fuel storage tanks were currently
being removed and will subsequently be back-filled
with shingle then have a thin covering of soil to cap
the shingle. Once this work is finished it will also be
sown with TDFM across the extensive area. These
two sites will then form an important part of a patch-
work of sites managed in Essex and beyond for Turtle
Doves, one of our beautiful farmland species now in
very serious danger of extension from England.
The results of the work party at Wethersfield Air

Field were a resounding success, in spite of the
inclement weather conditions trying to scupper our
best efforts. With grateful thanks to the work party
comprising Malcolm Cresswell, Peter Dwyer,
Trevor Hextor, Debbie & Alex Johnson, Richard
Stanley and Louise & John Sykes for all their hard
work and especially to Debbie for the flap-jacks and
our host Ros for the refreshments and biscuits. They
were very much appreciated.

Wethersfield Turtle Dove
‘Work Party’
GERRY JOHNSON

Louise Sykes, Ros Gourgey, Peter Dwyer, Malcolm Cresswell, Richard

Stanley, Gerry Johnson, Alex & Debbie Johnson
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Following discussion with Essex & Suffolk Water the
Society has been asked to help with the monthly
Wildfowl and Wader counts carried out at the reservoir
to submit to the WeBS Secretariat.
As an essential part of the planning consent to raise

the water level and thereby increase the capacity of
Abberton Reservoir in order to meet future anticipated
water demand the site must continue to satisfy SPA,
SSSI and Ramsar designations. Essex and Suffolk Water
have and continue to exercise great care to ensure that
these designations continue to be met.
In order to assist with this the Society has been asked

to help with monthly bird counts which are required to
be submitted to Natural England who oversee these
protection status criteria. 

It has been suggested that to provide accurate data for
the site, coordinated counts would need to be carried out
from at least 6 strategic locations around the reservoir. 
This would be an opportunity to help with gathering

vital information from locations not normally available
to bird watchers.
A regular team of 12 or more counters would be

required to fully implement this. If you have the
necessary skills to identify all common wildfowl and
wader species, could commit regularly, and would like
to help with this wonderful opportunity please contact
initially John Thorogood whose details are given on
your Membership Card. 
It is planned to complete a trial count during May 2015.

Bird Counts at Abberton Reservoir
J THOROGOOD

How do you fancy doing a ‘little’ work to prepare
the second area at the Wethersfield MOD Police
HQ, CM7 4AZ, for Turtle Doves, at 10:00 on Sunday
8th March 2015? In this issue of ‘Essex Birding’ you
will read the report covering the first area at
Wethersfield already prepared and sown with ‘Turtle
Dove Feed Mix’ (TDFM). The Society has developed
an excellent partnership with this special very
secluded site thanks to the Sustainability Adviser
Rosalind Gourgey, all to benefit Turtle Doves. 
However, thanks to a mistake by the construction

company that extracted the 21 redundant fuel tanks,
they covered the soil with a thin layer of shingle
rather than the other way round, so we must now
rake the shingle from the soil to leave a mosque of
exposed soil in readiness for sowing with TDFM once
the soil temperature rises above 6°C in spring.
Therefore I am appealing to our members and

guests to volunteer to complete this essential
preparation work and have a most enjoyable time
together with likeminded people. It is said that “Many
hands make light work”, so the more people that can
be assembled together, the easier the task will be to
complete in a couple of hours. 
I hope that the date, 8th March 2015, is far enough

in advance for as many people as possible to be able
to make a valued contribution and donate a ‘little’
time to Essex Conservation. This day will go ahead
irrespective of weather conditions, so all you have to
do is advise your intention to attend to our Secretary
by e-mail john.sykes@btinternet.com or me by e-mail
gerry2johnson@aol.com advising your vehicle
registration together with the name(s) of the people
travelling in the vehicle (You can register up to
Thursday 5th March). Don’t forget to bring a rake,
suitable clothing and thank you for your support. 

Following on from the vegetation clearance by the
work party, we can advise that sowing of the TDFM
was completed in early September at the first area
and can now look forward to the germination and on
growing next spring. However, the larger second site
incorrectly had shingle put on top of the soil!!
Subsequent plans are now in place to gather an army
of volunteers together from the Society and from the
RSPB to expose areas of the soil during the winter of
2014-15 in readiness for spring sowing before any
weeds can get established. We can then monitor
how the two sites develop in future years along with
the expected Turtle Dove activity. Some cutting-back
will be required in later years, but after that very little

maintenance of the areas will be necessary. 
We can also report, following the Society’s ‘Essex

Farmland Birds’ Conference, other Essex sites have
joined this Turtle Dove initiative. Thanks to Mark
Bridges, the very different site at EWT Two Tree
Island Reserve, just to the west of Southend on the
Thames Estuary; and thanks to Mark Outten at
RSPB Bowers Marsh Reserve, a little further west.
These two sites have also had areas suitably
prepared in 2014 and sown with the TDFM. Along
with others, these sites will all be compared for
achievement to ensure that precious resources are
used and maximised to their full potential and the
best results are obtained for Turtle Doves. 

A ‘little’ time for Essex
Conservation
GERRY JOHNSON
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EVENING INDOOR MEETINGS
At the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2QL. Members £3.00 each, Non-members £4.00
each on the door. Refreshments served during the interval. Meetings start at 20:00 unless stated otherwise (i.e. AGM
in March – 19:30). ‘Free’ car parking on site or less than one minute away next to the County Hotel.

FIELD TRIP MEETINGS
For more details and to book coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00). Large ’free‘ car park
next to County Hotel in Chelmsford. All Coach Trips commence from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel)
07:15 for 07:30 departure, unless stated otherwise, with pick-ups at Shenfield High School at 07:45 and Oak P.H.
Grays at 08:00 or Swan P.H. Stanway at 08:00, depending on the direction of travel on the day. £20.00-£22.00 each,
subject to destination and attendance. Accompanied juniors are ‘free’. An entrance charge also applies to some
venues and reserves for non-members of RSPB, WWT, Wildlife Trusts, etc. To avoid disappointing anyone on a
waiting list non-attended coach bookings, without cancellation, will incur the trip cost. For non-coach trips,
meet at the venue car park at 09:00. Requested donation Members £2.00 each, Non-members £3.00 each. Accom-
panied juniors ‘free’.
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be looking for early summer visitors Bullfinch,
Blackcap, Woodpecker, Raptors, lingering winter
migrants in the varied habitats. Shenfield & Grays
pick-ups, as required.

Friday – 27th March 2015
The ‘GEOFF PYMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE’, Maldon
Town Hall, CM9 4PZ Nicholas Watts of Vine House
Farm explains and shows how ‘Farming and Wildlife’
can go together in the 21st Century.
(Held in conjunction with the Essex Wildlife Trust,
Maldon & South Woodham Ferrers Group) Tickets
£5.00 from Peter Dwyer or on the night at the door

Friday – 10th April 2015
OWLS – Mike Toms, BTO Associate Director and
author of the recent New Naturalist volume on British
Owls, will explore our fascination with Owls,
examining how our relationships with these
enigmatic birds have varied both with time and
across cultures. Using stunning photographs, Mike
captures the ways in which our association with
Owls have shaped their conservation and status.

Sunday – 19th April 2015
PAXTON PITS – A splendid venue across the border
in Cambridgeshire for Nightingale, Blackcap, Willow
Warbler, Chiffchaff, Cuckoo and late winter migrants.
Plus Bittern, Goldeneye, waders, grebe and more
wildfowl. Chelmsford only

Sunday – 17th May 2015
BRECKLANDS – LYNFORD ARBORETUM &
SANTON DOWNHAM – Two very different sites to
discover. Hawfinch, Brambling, Crossbill at Lynford.
Grey Wagtail, Willow Tit, Turtle Dove, Cuckoo and
Crossbill at Santon Downham, along with many more
interesting summer visitors. Chelmsford only. 

Sunday – 14th June 2015 (07:00 Start)
CLEY MARSHES NWT RESERVE – Although battered
by the winter storms in 2013-14 Cley is still one of the
best reserves on the north Norfolk coast. Marsh
Harrier, Hobby, Sedge & Reed Warbler plus always
the possibility of that something ‘special’ that can just
turn up on any day. Chelmsford only 

Friday – 9th January 2015
KENYA Derek Howes has visited many places
photographing birds and animals over many years.
Africa is one of Derek’s favourite continents and
seldom has a year gone by when he does not venture
to Africa, so come along and enjoy some of the many
experiences encountered through superb images.

Sunday – 18th January 2015 (No Coach)
LEE VALLEY, FISHERS GREEN – Known for the
‘Bittern Watch Point’ of the Lee Valley, but many
species like Smew winter on the sheltered waters
amongst the islands, plus Siskin, Redpoll, Redwing,
Fieldfare and Merlin are all possible 

Friday – 6th February 2015
75 YEARS of NESTING – The BTO’s Nest Record
Scheme, one of their core population monitoring
surveys, has just celebrated its 75th Anniversary.
Survey organiser Carl Barimore joins us to talk about
what being a BTO nest recorder means and what
data collected at the nest can tell us about breeding
birds, in order to be able to undertake meaningful
conservation in the future.

Sunday – 15th February 2015
OUSE WASHES WELCHES DAM RSPB RESERVE &
WELNEY WWT – Around the Reserve buildings
Brambling, Siskin, Yellowhammer and Tree Sparrow
plus other farmland species. The ten hides along the
Reserve embankment provide views across the
Washes. At Welney one of the high-lights is to watch
the Wildfowl and wild Swans from the comfort of a
centrally heated hide! Chelmsford only.

Friday – 6th March 2015 (AGM at 19:30)
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT MIGRATION Dr Jennifer
Gill from University of East Anglia, Norwich, informs
about some of the secrets and unknown details of
this winter visitor and it epic migration journey to the
northern breed grounds and what they encounter on
route. One of the longest migrations of any species. 

Sunday – 15th March 2015
PULBOROUGH BROOKS RSPB RESERVE – Nestled
in the Arne valley of the Sussex countryside we will
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‘Ringing for Conservation’
– 5th September 2014
Having made the Society bookings for the Quaker
Meeting House months in advance, no one was
more surprised than me when on arrival for the first
Indoor Meeting of the autumn season I found it
closed for renovation! However, a short excursion
across the road to the County Hotel, and following a
brief discussion with the Manager an alternative
location was secured for the meeting to the relief of
the members gathering in expectation, our anxious
speaker and me.
Jacquie Clark, Head of Demography for the BTO

had travelled from Thetford and started, on time, with
a brief history about ringing, how and when ringing
started, how it has developed and how important it
has become as a conservation tool and an indicator
for so many species.
Since 1909, when ringing was ‘hatched’ through

two schemes: one run by ‘British Birds’ editor Harry
Forbes Witherby, and one at Aberdeen University by
Arthur Landsborough Thompson, over 38 million
birds have been caught and processed. Of these,
700,000 recoveries have been made to gather the
subsequent data all of which helps establish how
long birds live, the places they migrate between at
different times of the year together with changes in
populations. * Might you know the species of bird
first ringed? 
A recent example of movement change is

Blackcaps which were thought to now be over
wintering in the UK? However, through ringing
recoveries it has been discovered that ‘our’
Blackcaps are still migrating to winter around the
Mediterranean while the Blackcaps wintering in the
UK are arriving from the continent. A number of other
species (i.e. Blackbird) also follow this same pattern. 
Today over a million birds are caught every year by

over 2,600 highly-trained and licensed volunteers
with more and more data recorded. We now know
that Swallows winter in South Africa rather than at
the bottom of ponds as thought prior to early ringing
recovery data being made available. But there is still
so much to learn about so many species that we do
not know enough about or where they actually
migrate to during winter? 
Events have moved on considerably from the early

days when metal rings were hand made. The
relatively recent introduction of colour ringing with
the large characters on different coloured rings has
made identification so much easier from a distance,
especially for waders and gulls. Some geese now
have colour neck rings which makes recording data
that much easier than leg rings that are often masked
in water or by vegetation.
Any rings recovered have a return address of “BTO

Brit Museum NH, London SW7”. This actually refers
to the Natural History Museum in South Kensington

and nothing to do with The British Museum. This
address is used because the word ‘Museum’ is
similar in many languages and ‘London’ is easily
recognisable around the world. Today there is also
reference to a web site: www.ring.ac where recovery
details can be reported on line. 
It was a very informative lecture covering myths,

legions and facts together with the importance of
‘ringing’ by dedicated and skilled volunteers. * The
very first species of bird ringed was a Lapwing in
Aberdeen.
Should you wish to learn more about this

fascinating subject, copies of “Bird Ringing – A
Concise Guide”, crammed with facts and the
Scheme’s record-breakers, are available from the
BTO shop at just £7.50.

Quest for the White-eared
Night Heron in Vietnam
– 3rd October 2014
David Walsh is a Suffolk based birder, currently
working at an Ipswich School. But David has strong
connections with Essex, having been an active
member of Southend Ornithological Group from
1985-1992, when he taught at Westcliffe High School
for Boys. To David’s credit, by sharing his passion
with the pupils, a number of them now hold
important positions working for various conservation
organisations around the world.
When one of the first images was of a stunning

Spoon-billed Sandpiper followed by Gurney’s Pita,
both seen in southern Thailand at the start of a three
months sabbatical in 2008, then you know that you
are in for a very interesting evening! Moving from
Thailand, through Cambodia David arrived in Hanoi,
Vietnam. The Red River in Hanoi proved to be a good
area for birding with Yellow-browed Warbler being
common, Brown Shrike, Blue Throat, Citrine
Wagtail, Dusky Warbler and Siberian Ruby Throat
all present. 
The White-eared Night Heron was known to live

in China, but is rare, classified as ‘endangered’ and is
declining due to habitat loss and hunting. David had
three objectives in Vietnam – to raise awareness, to
conduct a survey and to initiate an action plan to
protect the species. In order to move from one
district to another was very bureaucratic requiring
various documents to be stamped and signed all of
which took time, but eventually arrived at a remote
village on the edge of a National Park. When
enquiring with the villagers for the White-eared Night
Heron, David was first directed to Little Heron and
Chinese Pond Heron before a hunter eventually
recognised the species and said that he had recently
shot one, and subsequently produced the skull. Sad
though this was it was the first evidence that the
species existed in this area of Vietnam. Next was to
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locate where they were being hunted and change
attitudes.
During the various excursions into the forest many

brilliant species were captured on camera, including
Greater Cucall, Crested Serpent Eagle, Asia Brown
Owlet, White-crowned Folk-tail, Crimson Sun Bird,
Red-headed Trogon, Grey Capped Pygmy
Woodpecker, Blue-winged Leaf Bird ,Yellow-
rumped Flycatcher, White-crested Laughing
Thrush and Flower Peckers to name a few. Then a
villager suggested that if David went to a certain tree
the target species would be seen flying at 18:30.
David headed off in anticipation. Magpie Robin,
White-throated Fan-tail, Green-eared Barbet,
Plaintive Cuckoo, Pied Falconets were seen, then,
right on cue, in fading light conditions, a male White-
eared Night Heron flew over head at ca. 18:30. The
following day it rained but two days later it appeared
again and the photographs taken were confirmation.
Although not found in other expected areas

explored in Vietnam, two White-eared Night Heron
were located near Lake Ho Ba Be. 
David returned in April 2009 and again in 2010 and

located on three separate days, three, four and three
White-eared Night Heron, eventually tracking down
a nest with two young present. A subsequent
management plan was implemented with the hunter
being paid to protect the species. Not only were we
treated to seeing some excellent photographs,
including some of this rare species in Vietnam but
also to David’s experiences while travelling through
remote Vietnamese villages and staying with local
families.

Searching for Sociable Plovers in
India – 7th November 2014
Rick Vonk, RSPB Manager North East Essex and
South Suffolk Reserves, kindly joined us to share
with members and guests his experiences during a
30 day sabbatical in February to northern India to
look for the Sociable Plover. Now estimated at less
than 11,000 in the world and declining due to
changes in land use in their traditional homeland.
Ricks journey commenced on the subcontinent in

Bombay with a good friend working with the
‘Bombay Natural History Society’. The first image
shown was of a species now seen on a regular basis
in Essex, the Ring-necked Parakeet followed by the
beautiful Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, Southern
Grey Shrike, Black-shouldered Kite, Asian
Openbill, the large Pied Kingfisher, the ‘huge’
Painted Stork and again species seen in England,
Ruff, Redshank and Black-winged Stilt to reinforce
these species range around the world, but no
Sociable Plover!
Moving on to Keolandeo National Park, Indian

Courser, Great White Egret, Glossy Ibis, Purple
Heron, 5,000 Pintail (in a good year you can see 450
on the Stour Estuary), Red- and Yellow-wattled
Plover were all seen in large numbers, but again no
Sociable Plover! Traditionally these areas were
extensively grazed to keep the scrub well under
control and provide vast open areas of grassland as
required for Sociable Plovers to thrive, to have an
unencumbered view should any predator try and
creep up on them. Unfortunately in recent years the

areas have been under grazed, become overgrown
with scrub thus causing the Sociable Plover to
dessert. 
In Jaipur (the Pink City), the Tal Chhapar Sanctuary

was investigated where Common Sandpiper,
Demoiselle Crane, Isobelline Wheatear, Tawny
Eagle, Laggar Falcon and Peacock were all seen
along with Jackal, Black Buck, Wild Boar and Spotted
Deer. 
The accommodation throughout the journey varied

between good hotels in fine buildings to basic bed-
and breakfast, but the people were always very
friendly, the food was basic, sometimes ‘interesting’,
with very few and only minor repercussions,
probably due to being very careful with the bottled
drinking water. 
Another area covered was the ca.50 sq. miles of

the Sorsun Grasslands, Sariska National Park,
Rewasa which produced splendid species – Red-
vented Bulbul, Red-rumped Wheatear, Great
Indian Bustard, Indian Tree Pie, Long-legged
Buzzard, Egyptian, Long-billed and White-backed
Vultures and the superb ‘blue’ Indian Roller all in
temperatures up to 50ºC. At the final site Lake
Harshit, Sawai Madhopur, Little Green Bee-eater
and many more expected species were seen. 
Unfortunately, even with the experience and local

knowledge of the guides for the various areas visited,
alas Sociable Plover were not seen at any time during
the trip! All the more reason for Rick to return to India
at sometime in the future to try again, possibly at a
different time of the year? (This only goes to show
how fortunate it was for the people that made the
visit to RSPB Rainham Marsh Reserve to see a
Sociable Plover that turned up there in early
December 2005).
This talk was well attended and we were treated to

some excellent photographs and Rick’s typical
relaxed commentary for his journey around the
delights of Rajastan, Northern India.

‘Spring in Japan’
– 5th December 2014
By popular demand Graham Ekins was invited back
to give a presentation and share some of his
experiences as encountered during a spring in Japan.
As expected the hall was virtually full on a cold
December evening, but the hall was warm and we
were to be treated to many delights from the Far East.
On arrival in Yokohama two of the first species

seen in Yamashita Park were Tree Sparrow and
White Wagtail of the Eastern race. Then, amongst
the large cherry trees decked with delicate double
blossom, White-cheeked Starling and Oriental
Greenfinch moved around oblivious to the many
families walking around. Unfortunately this species of
Greenfinch is declining due to trapping in China
during migration. The superb images, including
Hawfinch, Northern Boobook Owl, White-bellied
Green Pigeon, just kept coming to keep everyone
spell-bound.
Moving on to Kasai Rinkai Park in Tokyo we started

with the beautiful Oriental Turtle Dove, Bull-headed
Shrike, Black-eared Kite, Eastern Yellow Wagtail,
Slatey-backed Gull, Vega Gull, the endemic Large
Billed Crow, Far-eastern Curlew with chestnut
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plumage across the nape and the breast/under
spotting extending right to the rump, Falcated Duck
looking similar to Teal and Wigeon and Greater
Scaup as both seen in Essex! Due to extended port
development in Tokyo the limited Yatsu-higata
Mudflats had good concentrations of waders –
Pacific Lesser Golden Plover, Grey-tailed Tattler,
Eastern Black-tailed Godwit, Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Kentish Plover,
Dunlin (about a third larger than the Dunlin seen in
the UK) and Redshank that fly at 28,000 ft. to cross
over the Himalayas on migration.
After catching the ‘bullet’ train, which was so

precisely punctual, to travel across Japan at 250
Km/hr. the adventure moved on to Tobi-shima Island
via the Sakata harbour ferry. During the 18 Km.
crossing Pomarine Skua, Arctic Tern, Whimbrel
with a white rump, Ancient Murrelet, Japanese
Murrelet, Rhinoceros Murrelet, Temminck’s
Cormorant, Grey Phalarope, Streaked Shearwater,
Flesh-footed Shearwater and 10,000 migrating Sooty
and Short-tailed Shearwater to name a few. When
the stunning images were on the screen Graham pin-
pointed the finer details, together with the technical
differences, compared to the species seen in Japan
with the species of the same name seen in Europe.
Once on Tobi-shima Island the quality of the

‘Japanese Inn’ accommodation was interesting with
the requirement to dress in a Kimono for dinner
following a communal bath! Sitting cross-legged on
the floor was challenging to retain ones modesty. 
The Island is a haven for birds moving along the

north-west coast of the mainland, the paths were all
concrete or at least gravel to make moving around
the excellent habitat very easy. The first class quality
photographs depicted more superb species just kept
coming – Red-flanked Bluetail, Red-billed Blue
Rock Thrush, Olive-backed Pipit, Asian Brown

Flycatcher, Asian Stub-tail (not unlike our Wren),
Siberian Ruby Throat with its fine song, the flighty
Siberian Blue Robin which was only photographed
after lying down motionless for some 30 minutes and
allowing the bird to move around the undergrowth
and approach Graham. Plus Mugimaki Flycatcher
and Pallas Reed Bunting both of which should not
have been there during spring, the time of Graham’s
visit, but they were there probably due to the
prevailing wind direction. 
Japanese ‘birdwatchers’ appear to be more

interested in photographing birds with huge lenses,
taking hundreds of shots of a Hoopoe, the first seen
on the Island for three years. After spending a week
on Tobi-shima Island and picking up a number of lifer
species it was back to Tokyo and the Sagmi River
area and the Larch Forest of Mt Fuji where Japanese
Wagtail, Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker, Japanese
Green Woodpecker, Japanese Tit (similar to our
Great Tit), Japanese Willow Tit, Japanese Varied Tit
and Japanese Accentor were all shown to the
audience.
Graham kindly extended the talk with more

stunning photographs of species seen in the South
China Sea on route to Japan. These included Masked
and Red-footed Booby, White-tailed Tropicbird and
rare Albatrosses, Petrels and Shearwaters. 
As with all of Graham’s trips to any parts of the

World, this trip to Japan was extremely well planned
to get the most out of the time spent in any one
place, and formed part of an epic twelve week
adventure to the Antarctic, New Zealand and the Far
East, which added a total of 260 species to Graham’s
lifer list. I am sure, like you, I cannot wait until
Graham returns with another episode of his
adventures across the globe with more fantastic
images. See the 2015-2016 Fixture Card/Programme
later in 2015 for further details.

Rook by Sam Shippey
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‘The Birdfair’, Rutland Water
– 17th August 2014
It was a different welcome just before 09:00 at the
Anglian Water Egleton Centre compared to when we
visited four months earlier back at the end of April
2014. There were already many visitors queuing to
enter The 26th Birdfair, the brain child of co-organisers
Tim Appleton OBE and Martin Davies over a quarter
of a Century ago! The idea was ‘hatched’ in the local
Public House, appropriately named The Finch’s Arms,
following a local event held at Rutland Water in 1987 –
‘The Wildflower Bonanza’. And how successful it has
become, going from strength-to-strength and
increasing in size each year, come rain or sunshine and
as they say – the rest is history.
From those relatively modest beginnings in 1989 the

event has subsequently raised ca. £3,500,000 in 26
years for so many important and worthy conservation
projects around the world. Currently the world’s
seabirds are more threatened than any other group of
birds; therefore the funds raised in 2014 will go to the
BirdLife Marine Partnership programme with national
governments and international bodies to create marine
protected areas for birds, marine mammals and fish.
We had all day to do just what we wished. There

were many outside exhibits, displays and activities
alongside the 14 huge marquees crammed full with
something for everyone. There were National
Tourism Organisations from around the world and
many well known tour operators with itineraries’
covering destinations from the outback of Australia to
the jungles of Zambia, from the freezing snow and
ice of the Antarctic to the heat of the desert in
Ethiopia. Also places much closer to home, Norfolk,
the Dorset coast, Northumberland, Wales and the
Scottish highlands all featured. If anyone wished to
book of just research their next wildlife trip they had
the ideal opportunity and were spoilt for choice
where to go.
Even ‘free’ to enter raffles for prizes and holidays!

Now I know you will say it is not worth entering as
you never win. Well I said that, and last year I won a
weekend for two at the La Strange Arms Hotel in Old
Hunstanton, Norfolk and had a very pleasant stay
with my wife during the spring of 2014.
Then there was the optics and accessories

marquee with most of the well known and some less
well known optical manufacturers, all showing us
how good their products were and why we should
change to their ‘new’ products with a brighter image,
lighter weight and multi-coated lens, etc, ranging in
price between a few hundred pounds to something
approaching a small fortune! Jürgen Mullerwas
interested in new binoculars, but with so many to
choose from it was so difficult and he could not
decide which ones to purchase. There were even a
few useful ’free’ handouts in the form of lens cleaning
cloths in pouches from Leica, Swarovski and Carl
Zeiss. These manufactures also provided a ‘free’

cleaning and ‘check’ of their respective binoculars.
There was clothing, foot-ware and accessories

from Country Innovation, Paramo, Rohan and Royal
Robbins to name a few. If we are to believe all the
marketing and publicity, clothing is now
manufactured from advanced ‘technical’ one-way
fabrics that breathe and have moved on from the
days of the simple cotton wax jacket of old. 
Not forgetting the superb art marquee with so many

excellent photographs, first class original art works,
prints, beautiful carvings and sculptures. There were
designs and styles to suit all tastes from traditional to
modern. Which one to choose was the only problem?
The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), Royal

Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), Hawk &
Owl Trust, Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Wildlife Trusts
and Birding for All were all well represented. 
The BTO attracted many visitors to their very

professional ringing demonstration of birds trapped in
mist nets and to witness the different behaviour of
bird species caught (some pecked the handler, some
make a lot of noise, some shed feathers while others
remained very calm and quiet throughout the
processing). The skilled and knowledgeable licensed
ringers provided specific details and advised some of
the bird’s finer points, which were very informative
and most interesting. This was something not able to
be appreciated unless making the special effort to
attend a ringing session somewhere. The time to
process each bird is usually completed in ca.30
seconds, so stressing the birds is kept to an absolute
minimum. The different species seen were Great and
Blue Tit, Gold and Greenfinch, Reed Warbler,
Whitethroat and Garden Warbler. In previous years I
have seen Woodpeckers and a Sparrowhawk, which
both need to be handled with extreme care and
caution by the ringers if they wish to avoid being
seriously injured.
Excellent selections of Natural History books could

be found on any subject and covering most creatures
you could think of from all parts of the world,
together with the modern equivalents in the form of
e-books and App with diagrams, calls, songs and
maps for android and i-phones alike. I wonder what
electronic accessory might be available next. Like
many members, Alan Knight searched for books out
of print and was pleased with his purchase of various
classic publications. Others purchased bird food in
bulk – sacks of seed mix and tubs of fat balls – in
readiness for winter feeding. 
In the very conducive conditions and pleasant

surroundings some of our group I encountered
during the day participated in an ice cream, while
others enjoyed refreshments in the catering area
situated next to the auction marquee where bids
were accepted for a variety of interesting items,
ranging from optics, overseas trips, clothing and
books, all kindly donated by various exhibitors.
This, the largest annual ‘Fair’ of its kind in the UK

(possible in the world) not only attracts over 20,000
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visitors each year, but also celebrities like Nick
Baker, Dominic Couzens, Mike Dilger, Matthew
Gordon, Josep del Hoyo, Simon King, Johnny
Kingdom, Miranda Krestovnikoff, David Lindo,
Stephen Moss, Bill Oddie, Chris Packham and
Jonathan & Angie Scott who participate in speaking
at interesting lecture (192 over the three days),
quizzes and question & answer sessions. I also met
up with Chris Knight of Stone Curlew fame from the
Brecklands, Russell Savory from Stow Maries WWI
Aerodrome in Essex, Kate and Geoff Gibbs now
retired and residing in North Wales, but previously
very involved with the Society when living in Essex,
Mike Dent on the Lee Valley outside display plus
Annette Adams & Steve Grimwade from Swallow
Birding who operate a very reasonable selection of
day trips in the UK and longer tours to Europe.
Some of the group managed to take time out and

walk around part of the Reserve. Richard Harper
saw Red Kite and Common Buzzard, while Chris
Bell had excellent views for over 20 minutes of two
Ospreys fishing.
By closing time at 17:00 everyone had enjoyed the day

and was ready to sit down and relax in comfort on the
luxury coach while our driver Bill took control to drive us
the two hours back to Essex with the opportunity to
engage with others on the trip and make new friends.
The 27th ‘Birdfair’ will be back at Rutland on 21-23
August 2015. Might you be there to enjoy the unique
experience and help support conservation?

Two Tree Island EWT Reserve &
Wallasea Island RSPB Reserve
– 21st September 2014 
It was a beautiful calm autumn equinox day for our
morning visit to the EWT Two Tree Island Reserve.
Nestling under the escarpment and in the shadow of
the romantic remains of Hadleigh Castle, built in
1215, we were met by Warden Mark Bridges in the
car park. We welcomed a number of members
joining us on their first Field Trip Meeting amongst the
group numbering 27. In the warm sunshine Blue and
Great Titmoved about the adjacent bushes and
three Swallows swooped overhead. 
Mark provided a little history and back-ground of the

Reserve, which like so many today is built on an old
rubbish tip (David Simmonds recalled seeing refuge
trucks depositing their contents here when visiting the
area as a lad), before heading off in a westerly
direction on the landward side of the Reserve. It
would appear that the Island is so named due of two
Elm trees that once stood on the Island, but have
unfortunately long gone, probably due to Dutch Elm
disease, with only suckers from the remaining roots as
evidence of their existence. The Island is mainly rough
undulating grassland with bramble scrub, thickets of
Hawthorn and Blackthorn bushes, punctuated with
ponds. It comprises excellent habit for many bird,
butterfly and reptile species.
In the salt water channels Mallard, Teal, Wigeon,

Redshank, Black-headed Gulls and Little Egretwere
amongst the birds recorded. The high pitched noise of
the model aeroplanes from the Model Aircraft Flying
Field in the centre of the Island broke the tranquillity,
but the birds appeared to be undisturbed. 
Before reaching the western end twelve Linnet, six

Goldfinch, two Meadow Pipit, Long-tailed Tit, Jay,
Whitethroat, Stock Dove, Carron Crow,
Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Magpie, Starling in smart
winter plumage were seen. Dave Smith was quick to
point out a Whinchat, but it was only seen by some.
We also came across ‘Tree Stump Gravel Yard’ where
trees damaged by storms in the Southend area had
been deposited and left to decay. We also passed a
plot of land previously prepared in readiness to be
sown that afternoon by a volunteer work party with
‘Turtle Dove Feed Mix’ as part of the Turtle Dove
conservation project work being undertaken in Essex
instigated by the Society. The surrounding area of
dense vegetation is also ideal habitat for breeding. 
Once at the western end with the bright sun

behind us, the group strung out along the path or sat
in the hide to view the saline lagoon as the bird
numbers increased due to the rising tide, high at
11:42. The light conditions were excellent with 200
Black-tailed Godwit, 35 Dunlin, 30 Greenshank, 25
Redshank, 20 Ringed Plover, 20 Golden Plover,
three Avocet, and two Grey Plover one still in
summer plumage, three Yellow Wagtail contrasting
so well amongst the red stems of ‘Sanfire’, Lapwing,
Knot and a Curlew Sandpiper were all present.
Continuing our walk along the seaward side we saw

Grey Plover in summer and winter plumage together,
and could now appreciate the Salt Marsh and extending
Mud Flats offering a level of protection to Two Tree
Island at the eastern end. Amongst the vegetation on
the Salting’s the white plumage of 35 Little Egretwas
easy to make out, unlike the cryptic camouflage
plumage of 150 Curlew. We were also privileged to see
the arrival of ca. 600 Brent Geese, just back for winter,
less than a mile along the coast from Southend-on-Sea,
one of the largest populated areas in Essex.
Returning towards the car park a fine Red Admiral

was seen resting on a fence rail and Brian James
checked for Little Egret in roost area by ‘Egret Pool’
and counted a further 30. This roost has been known
to reach well over 100 at peak times.
Some of the group remained at Two Tree Island to

explore further, while others travelled the short
distance to RSPB Wallasea Island Wild Coast Reserve.
Nick Green joined the group there where the
conditions were somewhat different with a cold wind
blowing across the river from Burnham-on-Crouch.
The ongoing construction work was evident with

barges being unloaded with soil from the Cross Rail
tunnel project under London in readiness for
landscaping. We walked eastwards along the sea
wall with the tide receding to expose mud flats, partly
covered with sea aster. Black-headed Gull and
Herring Gull were seen in small numbers and on the
naturally formed lagoons Cormorant, a pair of Mute
Swan, 25 Shelduck and a mixed flock of Canada and
Greylag Geese increased the day’s species seen.
Returning, Meadow Pipits were seen and prior to

reaching the car park we crossed paths with Don
Murray. Following John Eaton’s morning WeBS count
on Foulness Island, John and Les Bird (wearing a
‘Denver’ boot to support damaged bones in his foot)
joined the group at the car park. At the Reserve
entrance they had seen a Hobby, two Marsh Harrier
and Corn Bunting. 
It had been an excellent day, with a modest 56

species seen on what are ‘local patches’ in this part
of Essex for some of our members.
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The Naze & Holland Haven
– 19th October 2014
By Nick Green 
The 06:30 alarm was greeted with disdain, the rain
hosing down outside with horror! Gerry picked me
up at 07:30 and we sped northwards to The Naze.
However, the weather forecast was right: the rain
front headed north-eastwards out into the North Sea
with prevailing mild south-westerly winds and the
skies even slowly cleared allowing the sun to shine
eventually. At 08:25 on arrival some Starlings were
noted coming in off the sea, eventually numbering
over 100, which looked promising plus Robins and
Dunnocks calling from nearby bushes and a few
Chaffinches were making their “pink” calls.
We headed to the Naze café and car park and met

up with regular Naze observers Glenn Moore and
Daryl Rhymes plus the other participants, including
Louise from Galleywood and Moira Jackson from
Sunny Mead Farm, both joining us for the first time.
[Daryl Rhymes reported 12 Redwings, Ring Ouzel

in the Southwest first]
Moira and I escaped the madding crowd and

headed slowly to the sycamore clump below the
escarpment noting a few thrushes, Goldcrests and
calling Chiffchaffs en route. Near this area, suddenly
a loud distinctive “tsooo-eeeet” was heard and soon
a superb Yellow-browed Warbler was identified and
seen but it was difficult to follow and note salient
features – another was heard calling. News was
spread to Gerry and other birders, who soon arrived. 
Some of the group then drifted towards the John

Weston EWT Reserve, where it was very peaceful but
not a single migrant was noted! However, offshore
from here Daryl Rhymes did well to re-find the lone
Black Brant amongst 100 or so Dark-bellied Brent
Geese. Waders included Turnstones, Ringed
Plovers and a Greenshank. Returning to the Café,
Gerry and others did well to see one of the elusive
Yellow-browed Warblers en route – and then enjoy a
slice of bread pudding!! Two flyover Siskin and a
cuppa were Nick and Mo’s highlights.
Other species seen included 2 Merlin, 2 Bearded

Tit, 4 Swallows, Marsh Harrier, a late Swift and a
Wheatear. 
Next venue was Holland Haven and we headed

directly to the hide overlooking the scrape where 14
EBwS birders were happily ensconced. Three
Stonechat were soon noted in the reedbed area but
the scrape excelled with 60+ Black-tailed Godwits,
Lapwing, a mass of Wigeon and Teal and a solitary
Pintail. With patience, an adult Yellow-legged Gull
materialised (Francis Hall confirming leg colour!), an
adult winter-plumaged Mediterranean Gull flew into
the gull roost and a Snipe once obligingly flew
around the scrape! Two rather distant Common
Buzzards graced the skyline, often mobbed by
Crows. We relished the bright sunny conditions
though the breeze was freshening. Despite a Sunday,
there was much activity on the beach with a number
of mechanical diggers preparing the sea defences
with the Scandinavian granite.
It had been another excellent day despite a rather

wet start but The Naze had produced some classic
migrants, if not in “fall” conditions. Holland Haven
had provided with good habitat, 7 species of gulls

and great birding in fine company. Some 70 species
recorded was very respectable considering.

Oare Marshes KWT Reserve
– 16th November 2014 
It was a foggy, dull start as we boarded the coach
in Chelmsford, Shenfield and Grays for the
relatively short journey from Essex to Kent for our
November Field Trip meeting. After a short comfort
break at the M2 services we continued for Faversham
and the Oare Marshes KWT Reserve, on the south
side of the Swale Estuary, the first time the Society
has visited this reserve.
The heavy rain of the previous day meant that parts

of the sea wall path were a little muddy in places
where concentrating around gates, etc. We followed
the creek and it was not long before Redshank were
heard and seen moving down Oare Creek. Even in
the gloom of the day the bright colours of two
Kingfishers were seen by some of the group
adjacent to the boat mooring. 
With the various lengths of time taken by members

to observe the species seen, the group started to
stretch out along the path. For a change the numbers
of Grey Heron’s seen out-numbered Little Egret’s
six to five. A Green Woodpecker was seen crossing
the creek before perching on a telegraph pole, and a
little further along the path a Marsh Harrier
quartered the ground behind the far embankment.
Prior to reaching the sea sluice a Greenshank was
first heard, and then seen, on the far embankment
where Oare Creek meets Faversham Creek. Once at
the sea sluice the Reserve expands with the option to
continue along the sea wall to the point, or to take an
alternative path to the hide overlooking the East
Flood scrape, which today was covered with resting
wildfowl and waders. On closer examination we
could see Tufted Duck, Mallard, Teal, Wigeon,
Shoveler, Pochard, Pintail, Lapwing, Black and Bar-
tailed Godwit, Mute Swan, Coot, Moorhen, two Ruff
and 16 Snipe tucked in amongst the tall tussocks. As
often happens something ‘spooked’ the birds to put
them to flight and 30 plus Snipe were counted before
events calmed down and the birds settle back down
on the scrape.
In the reeds Bearded Tit’s provided brief views as

they moved from one area to another, along with
Stonechat, Meadow Pipit and Reed Bunting.
Approaching the point hide a flock of ca.80 Avocet
were resting on the mudflats with Turnstone and
Dunlin. The water was so calm, like a mirror without
a ripple, and in the far distance on the Isle-of-
Sheppey a group of ca.70 Grey Seals were hauled out
on Horse Sands. Investigating further we could make
out a large flock of waders, comprising Lapwing,
Golden and Grey Plover. Down the coast towards
Whitstable five Common Scoter and Great Crested
Grebe were seen in the Channel with Dunlin,
Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Knot, Oystercatcher and
Curlew all on the exposed mudflats with skeins of
dark bellied Brent Geese overhead. From this
position Richard Harper found another Kingfisher
perched on the ‘skeleton’ ribs of an old barge,
obviously a regular perched use for hunting from at
low tide as it moved around in a very relaxed



37

manner. On the far side of the Swale we could also
see the Harty Ferry Public House on Sheppey before
we moved along the sea wall, seeing Goldfinch,
Greenfinch and more Stonechat, plus the call of
three Cetti’s Warbler.
At the only brick structure on the reserve, the

information building/boat house where there is a
small car park suitable for cars only, we turned along
the road hearingWater Rail in the dense reeds, saw
two Little Grebe on the Scrape along with more
Snipe. On the top section of a pylon a Peregrine
Falcon had a high vantage point to observe the
complete area, eventually moving to a closer pylon
for an even better view of the reserve to possibly
make a move on some unsuspecting prey? Other
raptors seen include Kestrel, Common Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk and moreMarsh Harrier.
Some of the group took an excursion to a new hide

overlooking wet meadows and West Flood scrape
with nine Polish origin Konik horses grazing. Les Bird
and Len Matthews efforts were rewarded with good
sightings of a Short-eared Owl over the meadow.
Oare Marshes KWT Reserve is not the largest of

Reserves like others we visit, but on a typical
November day when the hours of daylight are
considerably reduced, particularly on a day like today
when it was dull and did not really get light all day, it
is ideal and produced an excellent 81 species
identified by the group, including five Kingfisher
sightings and a Grey Wagtail by Simon Banks.

Old Hall Marsh RSPB Reserve
– 7th December 2014
Following recent temperatures down to zero, today
was dull with the thermometer registering 8ºc, but in
the stiff north westerly breeze the extra layers were
required. With the change in management personal
at the RSPB Old Hall Marshes, the entrance gate by
the farm is now only open between 09:00 and 17:00,
so the early arrivals queued to wait for the official
opening time for our final Field Trip of 2014. While
waiting Fieldfare were seen in the tall trees and in
the adjacent hedge feeding on the berries.
We welcomed Ian Tabin and Keith Overall on their

first Society Field Trip. As we parked up we could see
a Stoat with a dead Rabbit just a few metres in front
of us in the field. As more cars arrived the Stoat left its
meal and ran for the protection of the hedge, briefly
stopping to stand on its hind legs and look at us. In a
bush just behind the car park a Redwing paid a short
visit to also feed on Hawthorne berries.
With the 5.4 Metre high tide at midday we took to

the sea wall for an anti-clockwise walk around the
reserve and were straight away into Waders, mainly
Redshank but also Black-tailed Godwit, Avocet,
Curlew, Dunlin, Lapwing, Golden and Grey Plover.
From the top of the sea wall there were Shelduck,
across the thicket where we heard and saw good
numbers of Fieldfare. In the Salt Marsh channels
Wigeon, Mallard, Teal, Little Egret and smart drake
Pintail were noted. Throughout the day skeins of
Brent Geese arrived to join the ever growing flock in
the field. The mixed flock of Grey Plover, Dunlin,
Ringed Plover but mainly Golden Plover all resting
on the islands were eventually pushed off by the

rising tide. It was a fantastic site to see hundreds of
birds taking to the air! The extra water in Tollesbury
Fleet brought Great Crested Grebe, Goldeneye,
Red-breasted Merganser and a female Eider into
view. We were ‘hit’ by a short sharp squall but once it
passed the sky cleared and the sun improved the day.
The ‘Iron gate’ flash although covered with water

was devoid of birds, but the lagoon prior to ‘McClure’s
Marsh’ produced a selection of wildfowl –Wigeon,
Mallard, Teal and Pochard. Some of the group had
other business to attend to during the afternoon, so
they took the path across the reserve and the short
circular walk while the others continued by
‘McClure’s Marsh’ where Barnacle Geese where
seen amongst Greylag and Canada Geese. Female
Marsh Harriers were seen over the lower part of the
reserve along with three Kestrels and a Peregrine
Falcon flying over the Channel towards Bradwell
Power Station.
As we approached Pennyhole Bottom a male

Marsh Harrier was seen and a Short-eared Owl was
flushed from its resting/sheltering position behind the
sea wall out of the wind. It flew low over the rough
pasture giving us excellent views before coming to
rest. It was interesting that when on the ground how
well it blended in.
At the small beach at the point Pied Wagtail and

four Turnstones searched the stranded seaweed
while aMute Swan glided by and the only other bird
on the water was a Great Crested Grebe and a Seal
bobbed around towards West Mersea. The Short-
eared Owl was relocated flying away from our
position before coming to rest on a sheltered post.
Meadow Pipit and Skylark were also present around
the sea wall.
With the tide starting to fall, again the various

waders returned to roost on exposed Islands. Little
Egrets and Grey Heron were seen moving from one
channel to another and again nine Konik horses
(used for ‘natural’ management of the reserve),
congregated by a gate and were also seen during our
visit. Winston added a Stonechat around the car
park, but the iconic Brent Geese were a delight to
hear and see arriving all day. But for most the best
bird-of-the-day was the Short-eared Owl?

We do hope that you have enjoy reading these
Reports of our friendly Field Trips and interesting
Indoor Meetings held regularly by the Society, and they
‘wet-your-appetite’ to come along and join us as a
member or as a guest? We look forward to seeing you
at an Indoor Meeting soon or, if you fancy a great day
out, on one of the future Field Trips. You will be made
most welcome and who knows what we might see?

Fieldfare by Steve Grimwade
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The Society wishes to thank all the members that contribute to these Reports and the members that collate them
together to give a ‘feel’ for the species that are seen throughout the different areas and habitats around the County.
Most notes published in this section of ‘Essex Birding’ are gathered by individuals or groups of other local birders.

Some records come from logs, kept at wildlife trust and other centres. Casual birders, as well as experienced and
proficient field observers and some professional naturalists, have access to these, so logs have been carefully checked
and in some obvious cases ‘unlikely’ sightings will have been expunged at that stage. Records of some commoner
species added to logs by members of the public visiting a site may be happily accepted, but there is still potential for
errors and mistakes. Therefore, as always, the advice is read, enjoy but recognise that while almost all news is
accurate, authenticated records will appear only in the Essex Bird Report.
Many thanks are expressed to all those who make the effort and report their sightings, to the diligent log scrutinisers

and not forgetting the dedicated reporters and to those birdwatchers who share their records with them. If not done so
already can you please send all your relevant records for 2013 into the Senior County Recorder, Les Steward
(les.steward@btinternet.com) or the County Recorders, Terry Jeffreys (terry.jeffreys@btinternet.com) or Mick Tracey
(micktrac@aol.com), not forgetting to use the six-column ‘Excel’ format to make things easier to process the
thousands of records received. When submitting records, please look at the Society website or the most recent Essex
Bird Report to see whether any full descriptions are required in the case of species which are currently considered
rare or vagrant in the County. Thank you.

May to October 2014

The period saw the completion of the
second (Gwen’s) hide and a further
increase in water depth in the main
reservoir. The emergent woodland
produced an increase in Reed Bunting
pairs and breeding Lapwings were
attracted to the grassy slopes
between the

reserve centre and the reservoir, while
Skylark pairs also increased with their
aerial songs very much a feature through
to July. The observation shelter to the
south of Billetts Farm was close to
completion and further work was carried
out to provide eventual access to other
areas of the reservoir. Pyramidal Orchids
were found in the EWT area.

May
Highlights on the 1st included two Black
Terns, 30 Common Terns, four or more

Arctic Terns, 12Whimbrels, three
Greenshanks, a Ruff, an
Oystercatcher, a Knot, three Dunlins, a
second-summer Caspian Gull and a
Hobby, while the first Lapwing chick
was reported. Passerines included
Nightingale,Willow Warbler,
Blackcap, Common Whitethroat,
Swallow,Whimbrel, Greenshank,
Skylark, Yellow Wagtail, Linnet and
Corn Bunting. In the rainy afternoon an
Egyptian Goose, a Kestrel and a flock
of 66 Swifts and ten Swallows were
additions for the day. On the7th a
Common Sandpiper, 20 Swifts, a
Nightingale, a Lesser Whitethroat and
aWillow Warbler were seen. On the
9th there were five Cuckoos and a
Turtle Dove pair. On the 11th two Little
Ringed Plovers, three Little Gulls, a
maleMarsh Harrier and a Kestrel were
present, as were a Cuckoo, Skylarks
‘galore’, Yellow and Pied Wagtails,
Blackcap, Common Whitethroat,
Linnets, Reed and singing Corn
Buntings. An albino Starling was seen
and an early Clouded Yellow butterfly
was recorded.

June
The 20th provided another Clouded
Yellow butterfly and a Spoonbill was in
front of Gwen’s hide the following day.

July
On the 16th, as well as Great Crested
Grebes, the western end produced 21
Mute Swans and 11+ Egyptian Geese,
Greylag and Canada Geese; also
numerous Mallard and Gadwall, with
escapees represented by a Black Swan,
a Bar-headed Goose and two Red-
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breasted Geese and a Swan Goose,
these being present for much of the
time until the end of the period
reviewed.. Waders consisted of 60+
Lapwings and six Golden Plovers
showing remnants of summer plumage,
these being disturbed by two workmen
from the far south-western corner of
Layer Breton causeway, and a Grey
Plover which flew over, still largely in
summer plumage and two Green
Sandpipers. Large numbers of Coots
were seen, plus two Common Terns,
seven Pied Wagtails, four of them
juveniles, a singing Sedge Warbler and
two Linnets. 
The 22nd was hot and sunny, with a,

cooling north-easterly breeze and
around 100 Mute Swans were counted
and the two almost-regular Red-
breasted Geese were on the bank at
Layer Breton causeway. An Osprey was
present near there for ten minutes
around midday. Other raptors were seen
were a single male Marsh Harrier, a
Common Buzzard and a Kestrel. Wader
passage had begun with three Black-
tailed Godwits, three Ruff, two Green
Sandpipers and a Little Ringed Plover,
the latter on the island then re-
appearing in Hide Bay. 20 Common
Terns and nine Swallows were
recorded. On the 26th a Clouded Yellow
butterfly was again reported. On the
morning of the 28th a Pintail, a
Garganey and a Common Buzzard
were present. 200 Cormorants were
involved in a feeding frenzy. Waders
seen consisted of six Black-tailed
Godwits, four Greenshanks, a Green
Sandpiper and six Common
Sandpipers. 100 or more Common
Terns and 100 Sand Martins were
present and four Yellow Wagtails, a
Cetti’s Warbler and two
Yellowhammers were reported.
Two Red-crested Pochard, a duck

and an eclipse drake, were feeding in
the middle lagoon on the 29th. Waders
included three Little Ringed Plovers, a
Ruff, a Black-tailed Godwit, a Green
Sandpiper and three Common
Sandpipers. A Black Tern was feeding
at the mouth of Wigborough Bay and 15
Yellow Wagtails were near the visitor
centre. By the 30th bird movement and
breeding numbers had reached a peak
for the period with 22 Egyptian Geese,
five Garganey, 63 Little Egrets, three
Marsh Harriers (two adult males and a
juvenile), three Common Buzzards, six
Kestrels, a Hobby and a Water Rail
recorded. Waders seen included two
Oystercatchers, an Avocet, five Little
Ringed Plovers, a Ruff, four Common
Snipe, 15 Black-tailed Godwits, five
Greenshanks, seven Green Sandpipers
and 24 Common Sandpipers. Two Little
Gulls were in Hide Bay and two Black
Terns were seen from the visitor centre.
A Barn Owl and a rufous morph

Cuckoo were near Peldon Bay
watchpoint and three Green
Woodpeckers and a male Bullfinch
was by Abberton Church as were two
singing male Yellowhammers. A male
Beautiful Demoiselle dragonfly was
between the car park and front doors of
the reserve centre on the 31st.

August
On the 1st four Garganey were seen
from Peldon Bay watchpoint, three Red-
crested Pochard were off Layer Breton
causeway where raptors noted were
two Marsh Harriers: a juvenile and a
moulting adult male, two Common
Buzzards and two Hobbies, while a
female Peregrine was by Billett’s Farm.
A Little Ringed Plover was seen from
Layer de la Haye causeway and other
waders present included, three
Greenshanks, four Black-tailed
Godwits, four Green Sandpipers and a
Ruff as well as 80 Common Terns with
three Yellowhammers also reported. On
the 3rd two Red-breasted Geese, a
Pintail, 11 Garganey, three Red-crested
Pochard a drake and two ducks, three
Little Grebes, 72 Little Egrets, two
Marsh Harriers, three Common
Buzzards, a Hobby, 13 Little Ringed
Plovers, a Ruff, six Greenshanks, five
Green Sandpipers, 18 Common
Sandpipers, two Willow Warblers and
a Goldcrest were present. A Glossy Ibis
was reported from Wigborough Bay on
the 6th. Garganey in Peldon Bay had
increased to 14 on the 9th when two
drake Red-crested Pochard were in
Wigborough Bay. Waders seen were
four Ruff, three Common Snipe, eight
Black-tailed Godwits, two Redshanks,
four Greenshanks, and 11 Common
Sandpipers. A dozen Swifts remained.
On the 10th there were 13 Egyptian

Geese, nine Garganey; all in Peldon
Bay, a drake and two duck Red-crested
Pochard, two Goldeneye, an early
Bittern at the western end, 70 Little
Egrets, four Common Buzzards and two
Hobbies were seen. Waders were
prominent with a Little Ringed Plover,
16 Ringed Plovers, an adult Knot in
Wigborough Bay, eight Ruff, 21 Black-
tailed Godwits, 18 Whimbrels in one
flock which flew south early on, six
Greenshanks, six Green Sandpipers, 23
Common Sandpipers and four
Turnstones. A juvenile Whinchat was
also present.. 25 Ruff were on the bank
of Layer Breton causeway on the 13th.
On the 15th highlights were an Osprey
in Wigborough Bay and a Whinchat at
the visitor centre car park. Watching all
day on the 17th resulted in reporting16
Egyptian Goose, six Red-crested
Pochard, four them drakes, a
Goldeneye, a Marsh Harrier, two
Peregrines, one Avocet, three Little
Ringed Plovers, six Ringed Plovers,
two Dunlins, nine Ruff eight Common

Snipe, 12 Black-tailed Godwits, a
Redshank, five Greenshanks, three
Green Sandpipers, six Common
Sandpipers and, most interestingly, a
Tree Sparrow on fencing between the
two hides in the EWT reserve. Huge
numbers of House and Sand Martins
were gathering and feeding at the Layer
Treatment Works on the 19th when a
Hobby stormed in and scattered them
in all directions.
Birds were again on the move on the

25th. Highlights around the reservoir
included a Scaup, a Marsh Harrier, two
Hobbies, 61 Ruff, 100 plus Ringed
Plovers, 23 Black tailed Godwits, ten
Dunlins, two Spotted Redshanks, six
Greenshanks, two Curlew Sandpipers,
two Green Sandpipers, two Common
Sandpipers, four juvenile Arctic Terns,
a Mediterranean Gull, 30 plus Swifts,
lots of hirundines, two Wheatears and a
Whinchat. By the 26th 25 Wigeon had
arrived and were between causeways,
as were four Red-crested Pochard. A
moulting adult duck Scaup was also
seen. 72 Ruff were counted, 57 of them
in Wigborough Bay and of this total nine
were Reeves, Other waders recorded
were seven Black-tailed Godwits, two
Spotted Redshanks, five Redshanks
and seven Greenshanks, A juvenile
Mediterranean Gull which had a fully
moulted mantle was seen from the
reserve centre and of 35 Great Black-
backed Gulls seen, only three were
immature. 53 Common Terns which
appeared as wind increased and were
accompanied by four juvenile Arctic
Terns, all appearing to arrive from the
Blackwater estuary. 32 Swifts came into
reserve as the wind increased and 1,000
Sand Martins, 1,500 House Martins and
2,500 Swallows were estimated present
during rain. Seven Yellow Wagtails and
a Sedge Warbler were at the reserve
centre. A Pectoral Sandpiper was on
the water’s edge below Gwen’s Hide
and a Great White Egret on the north
shore of the middle section on the 27th.
Both were viewed from the Layer de la
Haye causeway. Another Great White
Egret had appeared on the northern
shore of middle lagoon on the 28th and
was still present beyond the end of
October. On the 30th at least 100
Cormorant remained, some still
roosting in nest site trees! Raptors
present comprised a Sparrowhawk and
a Kestrel, Waders included two Ruff,
two Green Sandpipers and a Common
Sandpiper A dozen or so Common
Terns remained as did a small number
of Yellow Wagtails, mainly juveniles. On
the last day of the month 32 Pintail, a
duck Red-crested Pochard, a Great
White Egret, two Marsh Harriers, two
Hobbies, two Little Ringed Plovers,
nine Ringed Plovers, two Dunlins, 35
Ruff, a Black-tailed Godwit, three
Greenshanks, five Common
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Sandpipers and a late Swift were seen
and a Spotted Flycatcher was at
Abberton Church.

September
The Great White Egret remained,
mainly between the causeways all
month and was joined by a second bird
at the beginning of October. On the 1st a
Marsh Harrier, a Peregrine 20 Ruff,
two Black-tailed Godwits, two Green
Sandpipers, a Kingfisher and 40
Swallows were seen.. There were two
Kestrels, a Lesser Whitethroat, a
Common Whitethroat, six Blackcaps
and 12 Chiffchaffs, all near Abberton
Parish Church. Next day a Common
Buzzard was present and a Black Tern
was feeding between the causeways.
On the 4th two Marsh Harriers were
seen, one from each causeway as well
as a Common Buzzard, four Kestrels,
two Hobbies, a Peregrine, and at least
100 Lapwings, 18 Ruff and three Green
Sandpipers were present around the
site. At Abberton Parish Church were a
Green Woodpecker, four Swallows,
two Blackcaps, a Lesser Whitethroat, a
Common Whitethroat and at least 30
plus Chiffchaffs and aWillow Warbler.
Also seen were a Black Tern, two Red-
crested Pochard, a Kingfisher, a
Wheatear and a Cetti’s Warbler. An
Osprey appeared on the 7th, remaining
next day. when, after initial thick fog and
heavy showers a Marsh Harrier, a Red
Kite, a Black Kite, two Hobbies, five
Common Buzzards , a Peregrine , a
Sparrowhawk, and a Kestrel. were
reported. The two kites from north of
the visitor centre and were watched for
about five minutes after which the Black
went east and the Red went south. A
Rock Pipit was also reported.. Warblers
present were Cetti’s Warbler, Common
Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat,
Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Willow
Warbler, On the 8th nine Little Grebes,

a Marsh Harrier, a Kestrel and two
Hobbies were seen; a Peregrine flew
over between the causeways and
waders comprised five Ruff, a Green
Sandpiper, a Common Sandpiper and
also present were a Kingfisher, three
Meadow Pipits, and one Yellow
Wagtail, plus a Whinchat in the reserve
area. On the 12th two Whinchats were
east of Hide Bay.
On the 14th a Marsh Harriers, six

Common Buzzards, a Hobby, a juvenile
Peregrine, 25 Ruff, a Black-tailed
Godwit, a Greenshank, and six Green
Sandpipers were seen. A circuit on the
16th produced three Marsh Harriers,
seven or eight Common Buzzards
feeding on the freshly-cut hay fields,
three Ruff, a Hobby, seven Kestrels,
two Sparrowhawks and a Pintail as
well as a Whinchat and two
Yellowhammers. On the 17th two Ruff,
a Common Sandpiper, a Stock Dove
and the latest Yellow Wagtail were by
the southern end of Layer de la Haye
causeway. On the 17th there were 40
Pintail, a female Red-crested Pochard,
25 Little Egrets, two Marsh Harries, a
juvenile female Sparrowhawk an adult
and a juvenile Kestrel, a Ringed Plover
around 200 Lapwings, 33 Ruff, seven
Common Snipe, two Green
Sandpipers, 25 Meadow Pipits, five
Yellow Wagtails, two Grey Wagtails, 20
Pied Wagtails, about 80 Linnets with
Goldfinches. On the 18th 20 Little
Egrets were counted, two Kestrel and
40 Lapwings were seen near the Parish
Church as were three Common Snipe,
One Green Woodpecker, five Meadow
Pipits, 40 Pied Wagtails and two
Goldfinches were also present. On the
19th one Pintail, three Marsh Harriers,
one Sparrowhawk, two Kestrels were
seen. A Hobby was hunting over the
lagoon south-west of Layer Breton
causeway and also recorded were eight
Ruff, a Kingfisher, and a Yellow

Wagtail, a Whinchat which was by the
visitor centre and two Wheatears in
fields just north of there.
On the 21st when viewing from the

visitor centre one watcher saw two Mute
Swans, five Canada Geese, eight
Mallard, two Shoveler, 20 Tufted Duck,
a Great Crested Grebe, five Cormorants,
one Common Buzzard, a Kestrel, ten
Coot and three Meadow Pipit. A second
watcher saw a Little Egret, a Grey
Heron, three Marsh Harriers, two
Common Buzzards, three Kestrels, a
Hobby, a Ruff, a Great Spotted
Woodpecker, a Meadow Pipit, two
Whinchats, a Wheatear, a Long-tailed
Tit, a Jay and a Goldfinch. Additional
species seen that day were four Marsh
Harriers, a Common Buzzard, a
Peregrine, two Ringed Plovers, 42 Ruff,
a Green Sandpiper and two Common
Whitethroats. There was a Goldeneye,
40 Little Egrets, 12 Ruff, a Redshank,
two Green Sandpipers, a GreyWagtail,
and a Cetti’s Warbler at Layer Breton
Causeway on the 27th. On the 29th eight
Pintail, a Sparrowhawk, a Kestrel, two
Ruff, a Greenshank, a Green Sandpiper,
a Kingfisher and a Cetti’s Warblerwere
at the Layer Breton causeway and two
Stonechats and several Goldfinches by
the reserve centre car park.

October
On the overcast and drizzly morning of
the first the two Great White Egrets
remained and they were present all
month. A Kingfisherwas spotted in trees
on south bank by spillway on Layer
Breton causeway. On the 2nd a Bittern, a
Marsh Harrier, eight Common
Buzzards, two to the north, and six in a
kettle to the west, a Kestrel, a Peregrine,
two Green Sandpiper, a Common
Sandpiper, three Common Gulls, a
Kingfisher and three Swallowswere
recorded. On the 4th two Greenshanks,
two Green Sandpipers and a Grey
Wagtailwere reported. Watching on the
5th produced a Common Buzzard, a
Water Rail, two Little Stints in
Wigborough Bay, two Ruff, a Green
Sandpiper, a Common Sandpiper and a
Grey Wagtail. An unusual visitor on the
6th was a Dark-bellied Brent Goose.
Also present were two Black-necked
Grebes, 55 Little Egrets, a Bittern, three
Marsh Harriers, two Common
Buzzards, four Ringed Plovers, two
Golden Plovers, a Grey Plover, two
Little Stints, a Dunlin, 25 Ruff, nine
Common Snipe, two Black-tailed
Godwits, two Green Sandpipers, two
Common Sandpipers, a late Turtle
Dove, a Whinchat, and three
Stonechats. A very smart Clouded Yellow
butterfly was sunning itself on a wall.
After rain on the 9th, two Bitterns

were seen going to roost at the western
end of the site. On the 11th two juvenile
Little Stints, 16 Ruff, five CommonSkylark by Sam Shippey



Snipe, six Black-tailed Godwits, six
Green Sandpipers, a Common
Sandpiper, two Stonechats and two
Wheatearswere present. Next day two
Marsh Harriers, 40 Ringed Plovers, 115
Golden Plovers, two Little Stints, 12
Dunlins, 27 Ruff, six Black-tailed
Godwitswere seen. On the 16th a Marsh
Harrier, a Common Buzzard, a
Kingfisher and a Grey Wagtailwere at
the western end. At dusk a Bittern flew
low over Layer de la Haye causeway
towards Layer Breton end. On the 18th
one Black-necked Grebewas in Peldon
Bay as was aMarsh Harrier, and eight
Ringed Plovers. An adult Little Stint on
Layer de la Haye causeway was new
and other waders comprised two
Dunlins, 26 Ruff and three Common
Snipe. A rarity for the site was a
Woodlark. On the 20th 46 Golden
Plovers, 200 Lapwings, four Black-tailed
Godwits a Little Stint, six Ruff and 30
Linnetswere seen from School Lane.
On the 25th a ‘redhead’ Goosander

was by the Dam inlet and a Red-
throated Diver was in Peldon Bay. Also
seen were a Common Buzzard, three
Dunlin, 15 Ruff, a Common Snipe, two
Green Sandpipers and a Rock Pipit
flew over Layer de la Haye causeway.
There were also two Grey Wagtails,
two Redwings, a Cetti’s Warbler, two
Bramblings and 60 Corn Buntings were
around Peldon Bay. Next day two feral
Barnacle Geese, 12 Goldeneye, a Red-
throated Diver, fourMarsh Harriers,
two Common Buzzards, a juvenile
Peregrine, an Avocet, 35 Ringed
Plovers, 525 Golden Plovers, 12
Dunlin, 22 Ruff, three Common Snipe,
two Black-tailed Godwits, five Green
Sandpipers, a Kingfisher, five Grey
Wagtails, three Stonechats, two
Redwings, five Goldcrests, a
Brambling, and 30 Corn Buntings were
reported. Another observer added a
Little Grebe, 11 Little Egrets, six
Pintail, in ones and twos and a drake
Goldeneye, A Barn Owl flew across
road just south of Layer Breton
causeway. On the 27th a Sparrowhawk
and a Common Buzzard were seen, a
Peregrine was near Abberton Church,
sitting on the reservoir bank and 300
plus Golden Plovers and 200 plus
Lapwings, five Ruff, five Common
Snipe, a Green Sandpiper, and a Green
Woodpecker were recorded. The last
day of the month was very warm with a
maximum of 22º centigrade! There
were two Goldeneye near the visitor
centre, the two Great White Egrets and
four Kestrels were present. AMerlin
flew low over the car park. Also seen
were a Peregrine, three Ruff, four
Common Snipe, around 15 Common
Gulls, a Short-eared Owl, a Kingfisher,
a Green Woodpecker, a Grey Wagtail
and three Stonechats.

Please note that recent sightings and
WeBS counts are available on the FaBS
Group website:
https://sites.google.com/site/foulnessare
abirdsurveygroup/
Breeding Birds:
65 Species bred or probably bred and

a further six species possibly bred in
2014.
Our survey was more complete this

year than last in that most of Foulness
was surveyed at least once, however I
have not received any breeding
information for Potton other than that
concerningMute Swan from the April
and August WeBS counts. Six pairs of
Little Grebe had some success with
three of these pairs seen with two
juveniles each. There were 16 occupied
nests of Little Egret and four of Grey
Heron in the East Newlands pines,
producing at least 24 and four juveniles
respectively. One pair of Little Egret
may have bred at Wakering Stairs for the
first time.
Mute Swan bred on Potton with two

nests found on the April WeBS count
and one pair with five young on the
August WeBS count. Eight pairs of
Greylag were seen with 16 juveniles.
Breeding Canada Goose numbers
recovered to 42 pairs with 33 juveniles
recorded. 30 pairs of Shelduck had a
very successful year with 102 juveniles
observed. At least 18 pairs of
Mallard bred. Five pairs of
Pochard and six pairs of
Tufted Duck were seen early
in the season, but only one pair
of the Pochard was
subsequently seen with young.
No Shoveler or Gadwall were
seen May to July and a pair of
Teal seen in May are more likely
to have been overwinter
stragglers than a breeding pair.
As in previous years male and
femaleMarsh Harrier were
seen during the summer but
there was no good
evidence of
breeding in the
Foulness area.
Buzzard were again
seen regularly during
May and June but
probably didn’t
commence breeding
on Foulness this year.
Four pairs of Kestrel
were recorded but this is
probably an
underestimate. There
were sightings of
Sparrowhawk in May
and Hobby in May and

June but no good evidence of breeding.
Breeding waders made a slight

recovery from last years’ nadir. Avocet –
26 pairs produced nine juveniles;
Oystercatcher 52 pairs; Ringed Plover
twp pairs seen in May but not
subsequently; Lapwing two pairs with
two juveniles in the Fleet area;
Redshank 29 pairs. Black-headed Gulls
had a successful year with 207 pairs
recorded in colonies on the Coast Road,
East Newland scrape, borrowdykes
along the Crouch and Roach and on the
raft in New England Creek; 110 juveniles
were recorded. The roof-nesting large
gull colony in the fleet area had 13
occupied nests of Herring Gull
producing 25 juveniles. Eight apparent
pairs of Lesser Black-backed Gull were
also present but only one nest identified
and one juvenile seen. Common Tern
bred in small numbers on the New
England Creek raft (five pairs) and at the
East Newlands scrape (four pairs with
three juveniles seen).
Turtle Dovemade a remarkable

recovery from last year’s low with 12
singing males recorded. Cuckoo also
returned to more usual numbers with 18
singing males/pairs seen/heard. Barn
Owl are said to have had a fairly good
year but we only recorded two pairs on
our survey. Probably two pairs of Little
Owl bred this year at Churchend and
White City and a juvenile was seen with
the pair at White City at the end of July.
Once again there were no Short-eared
Owls reported this breeding season, but
Long-eared Owl bred successfully at

Wakering Stairs with three juveniles
seen and a further pair may have

bred in Jerry Wood (the last
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breeding record for the Foulness area
was 1997). Four pairs of Green
Woodpecker bred but there was no
good evidence for Great Spotted
Woodpecker breeding this year.
The following passerine records are

worthy of mention: recorded Skylark
numbers made a small recovery with 65
singing males; House Martin nests were
down even further than last year with
only seven active nests at Churchend
and the Courtsend colony has been
completely wiped out, 12 nests were
recorded in total for the Foulness area;
12 pairs of Meadow Pipit (marginal
recovery on last year’s all time low); 23
pairs of Yellow Wagtail (average); three
pairs of Song Thrush and once again no
Mistle Thrush; Four pairs of Nightingale
at Wakering Stairs; one Grasshopper
Warbler singing at Wakering Stairs in
May; one pair of Cetti’s Warbler at
Wakering Stairs; Sedge Warbler 12 pairs
(good recovery from last year’s lowest
ever count); Reed Warbler five pairs
(substantial decline on last year’s
highest ever count); Garden Warbler
one singing at Wakering Stairs in May
but not seen subsequently; Lesser
Whitethroat 14 pairs; Common
Whitethroat 230 pairs; Blackcap 19
pairs (highest ever); Reed Bunting 13
pairs; Corn Bunting nine pairs (equal
lowest ever, but numbers have
fluctuated widely from year to year).
The only other May to July record of
note was a Glossy Ibis seen in the Fleet
area on 27th June. This was the first
record of this species for the Foulness
area, but unfortunately it was not seen
by any of the FABS Group.

August
750 Sand Martins passed through on
3rd. The WeBS count on 10th produced
the third Foulness record of Great
White Egret (on Potton) and aWood
Sandpiper (also on Potton).

September
A Quail on 8th and Corncrake on 12th
were reported by a Foulness resident.
The Oystercatcher roost built up to just
under 20,000 for the WeBS count on
21st. A new high count record for
Canada Goose was reported at 1735
birds (though I suspect some double
counting may have been involved). Also
seen that day were a Curlew Sandpiper
at Wakering Stairs and a Pied
Flycatcher on Foulness.

October
On 12th new record high counts were
set for Little Egret with 181 birds seen,
Buzzard with seven birds reported and
Jay with 12 birds. Also on 12th a Black
Brant was found along the coast road
amongst flocks of Dark-bellied Brent
Geese totalling almost 11,000.

May
The pair ofMarsh Harriers was ever
present and, judging by their behaviour,
may have had young by the month end.
An unseasonal adult Yellow-legged Gull
was near the island on the 2nd and a
nasal saddled female Common
Pochard – light blue F43- may well have
been “saddled” in France. A drake
Garganey showed well on the North
Lagoon from the 7th for a couple of
weeks and the third Osprey of the
spring caught a fish on the morning of
the 9th. Good views until the 14th meant
it was possible to ascertain that it had
been ringed as a chick at Rutland Water
in 2012. A third Oystercatcher arrived
on the Island, much to the chagrin of the
resident pair and a first summer Little
Gull was seen from the Point Hide that
afternoon and stayed until the 13th. Four
Dunlin flew over the causeway on the
11th when cold, windy weather
attracted 20 Common Terns as well as
thousands of Common Swifts and
hirundines. On the 12th at least 13
juvenile Bearded Tits were atop the
reeds on the North Lagoon and by the
end of the month at least 25 juveniles
were counted. The following day saw
the appearance of the first Red-crested
Pochard brood there and by the 18th
there were three family parties. A Barn
Owl flew over the causeway on the 14th
which was assumed to have come from
Crowsheath but later in the month a pair
was discovered using a nest box on the
reserve. One and, occasionally, two
were to be seen in the same tree
throughout the period under review but
there was no proof of breeding. The
Cetti’s Warbler was still to be heard on
the North Lagoon but finally gave up
trying to attract a mate at the end of the
month and both Hobby and Little Egret
were being reported regularly at this
time. A Yellow Wagtail on the
lagoon wall on the 15th was
only the third record of

the spring, reflecting the well
documented decline of this species at
the reservoir. The only two Black Terns
of the spring dropped in on the 17th and
the next day the appearance of three
Oystercatcher chicks on the Island
proved the pair had been successful for
the second year. Two pairs of Common
Buzzards were displaying over the
lagoons at this time, a very few
Common Sandpipers trickled through
the West Bank during the last two
weeks and a pair of Black-necked
Grebes was there on the 25th and 26th.
Butterflies were unremarkable with just
a few Green Hairstreaks but Green-
winged Orchids flowered near Sandon
House for the second year.

June
A single Little Egret was virtually ever
present around the reservoir into July.
On the 3rd the Marsh Harriers were
food passing, a pair of Hobbies was
displaying, four Common Buzzards
were on the soar and a family of
Shelduck, two adults and 11 ducklings,
was on the South Lagoon. A pair of
Sedge Warblers were seen on the North
Lagoon on the 5th and subsequently
bred successfully and possibly ten pairs
of Common Terns were showing some
interest in a couple of the rafts. A
Redshank flew over on the 11th when
the butterfly transect recorded the first
Clouded Yellow as well as fourteen Bee,
twenty Common Spotted and two
Pyramidal Orchids. The WeBS count on
the 14th found eight breeding pairs of
Red-crested Pochard and over 50 birds
as well as a Kingfisher and a Long-
eared Owl. A Green Sandpiper on the
16th may have been the first returning
wader and up to three were present on
the West Bank later in the month. Both
first summer Little Gull and Red Kite
were seen from the Point Hide on the
22nd and, as water levels began to
recede in the last week, two Redshank
were on the enlarged island on the 27th
with a brood of four Egyptian Geese.
Redshank numbers increased to five on
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the 29th when they were joined by a
Little Ringed Plover whilst an escaped
Ringed Teal added some colour to the
South Lagoon. At least four broods of
Common Pochard and two of Tufted
Duck were recorded during the final
week and, whilst no Broad-leaved
Helleborines could be found on the
reserve, eighteen spikes were located
beside the North Lagoon though few
survived the Muntjacs.

July
A White-letter Hairstreak, a rare visitor to
the reservoir, was found on the reserve
on the 1st, Purple Hairstreaks were
recorded from the 3rd and a few Marbled
Whites and a Chalkhill Blue were seen at
Crowsheath later in the month. Little
Egretswere usually present throughout
the month with eight on the 27th the
highest count. Bearded Tit numbers on
the North Lagoon continued to impress
with at least 35 juveniles being counted
on the 2nd. The next day the first juvenile
Marsh Harrier took to the air and by the
beginning of the second week four young
were on the wing, the second successful
breeding year. Waders during the first
couple of weeks included Whimbrel,
Oystercatcher, Ruff, Greenshank,
Redshank, Ringed and Little Ringed
Plover, Green and Common Sandpiper
and Black-tailed Godwit. The first two
Yellow-legged Gulls of the summer were
outside the Point Hide on the 5th with at
least six different birds present on
occasion during the month and up to six
were virtually ever present throughout the
rest of the period under review. An adult
Mediterranean Gull landed briefly on the
island on the 7th and again on the 12th
when two Arctic Skuas and a Whimbrel
were surprising visitors in the afternoon.
A Tawny Owlwas flushed from near the
Rawl hide on the 10th, the first juvenile
Common Tern from the small breeding
population on the rafts was recorded on
the 13th and two Spotted Redshanks
were off the causeway the next day. A
juvenile sinensis Cormorant, ringed near
Mons, Belgium on April 1st was on the
island on the 18th, two Garganeywere in
the channel on the 19th and a Wood
Sandpiperwas by the Stone Bridge
briefly the following morning. A Dunlin
joined the other waders for two days
from the 23rd with a second bird on the
27th and both Black-necked Grebe and
Turnstonewere in Fishing Lodge Bay on
the 24th whilst a family of Spotted
Flycatcherswas seen at Crowsheath. A
Glossy Ibiswas reported on the 25th, the
second record for the reservoir and two
juvenile Mediterranean Gullswere in
front of Point Hide on the 27th; they were
present on and off into August. Wigeon
and Peregrine were reported on the
same day and the following afternoon a
Sanderlingwas seen from the same
hide.

August
The first day of the new month
produced two Garganey in Rawl Hide
Bay, the two juvenile Mediterranean
Gulls from the Point Hide and a couple
of Greenshank and nine Black-tailed
Godwit opposite the Fishing Lodge. The
Garganey stayed until the end of the
month and were joined others with
between four and seven a regular
feature of the bay. The last two juvenile
Marsh Harriers departed on the 2nd
although males were seen on three
dates in the second half of the month
and a Kingfisher was a regular visitor to
the causeway pool; it was still there into
October. The commoner waders
continued to move through with notable
gatherings of Black-tailed Godwits (up
to 30), Green Sandpipers (15) and
Greenshank (seven). A Little Tern, a
rare visitor to the reservoir, was reported
on the 7th and two Black Terns stayed
for a couple of days from the 9th when
Little Egret numbers had increased to
13. Also present on the 9th were 67
Common Terns and a Turnstone with
two of the latter the 17th. Over 30 Red-
crested Pochard were off the Fishing
Lodge on the 16th and two Tawny Owls
were calling on the Reserve and the
South Lagoon. Two Wood Sandpipers
were reported to have put in a brief
appearance from the Rawl Hide on the
19th when 14 Yellow Wagtails were
seen going to roost on the lagoons. A
Saker on the 24th, presumably an
escapee, was a surprising visitor.
Easterly winds and heavy rain is often
good for the reservoir and so it proved
on the 26th when Osprey, Arctic Skua,
Black Tern, six Turnstone, five
Redshank, three Ruff, four Dunlin and
14 Ringed Plovers dropped in, albeit
briefly in most cases although the
Osprey stayed until the 29th. Drizzle on
the 28th produced two juvenile Little
Gulls which stayed into September and
they were joined by at least one Arctic
and three Black Terns on the 29th with
Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, 17
Green Sandpipers and the Osprey
perched on the platform all reported
that afternoon. As regards butterflies,
two Painted Ladies were seen on the
4th in what was a poor year for this
species and Clouded Yellows were
found on North Dam meadows with a
maximum of seven on the 11th.

September
Most of the waders had left at the end of
August but a few Godwits, Ringed and
Little Ringed Plovers, Ruff, Redshank
and Greenshank were present
occasionally throughout the month with
Common and Green Sandpipers on the
West Bank. The first two Pintails of the
autumn arrived in Rawl Hide Bay on the
1st but only one Garganey remained to
see in the new month; it was to stay

until the 6th. Misty weather on the 5th
produced brief visits by two Sandwich
Terns and three Avocets; possibly three
different Avocets were feeding in
Fishing Lodge Bay on the 10th. Common
Snipe were also arriving at this time
with one on the 4th and six on the 6th.
Sightings of Hobby had been
reasonably regular in late summer but
the presence of an adult feeding two
juveniles that afternoon and subsequent
sightings during the month suggested
local breeding as did six soaring
Common Buzzards on a few occasions
over both the Lagoons and North Dam
Meadows. Two Little Stints were in
Fishing Lodge Bay on the 6th, to be
joined by another on the 8th and at least
one was reported regularly over the next
couple of weeks. The WeBS counters
found a Wheatear on the North Dam on
the 9th and there was another there on
the 15th and two the following day. A
solitary Dunlin joined the Stints on the
13th and 14th and a Peregrine disturbed
the peace on the morning of the 15th;
another landed on the bank a week
later. Two Yellow Wagtails were seen
on the 17th and wandering Marsh
Harriers were recorded on a few dates
with three on the 19th and two on the
28th but the view of a ring-tail harrier on
the 21st was frustratingly too brief and
too distant although a Hen Harrier was
reported on the 26th. Nearly 500
Cormorants were counted on the 21st
and, with Great White Egrets being
seen regularly at Abberton and Pitsea,
the arrival of one on the 28th was not a
complete surprise. Eight Common Snipe
were found on the North Lagoon that
same day.

October
A Kingfisher and a pair of Stonechats
were on the North Lagoon on the 1st
and one Stonechat was seen on the
12th and the 24th. A few Ruff, up to 11
Green Sandpipers and up to 12 Black-
tailed Godwits were present throughout
the month and up to seven Common
Snipe were on the Lagoons or the
Island. A late Little Ringed Plover was
in Fishing Lodge Bay until the 4thand
the first Goldeneye arrived the next day
when a Cetti’s Warbler was found on
the North lagoon; one was heard in the
same area regularly later in the month.
Two Little Stints flew past Oak hide on
the 6th when six Yellow-legged Gulls, a
Dunlin and four Swallows were in front
of the Lodge. Six House Martins joined
them on the 7th and a lone Swallow
was regularly recorded into the last
week. Heavy rain on the 8th produced a
Little Stint, a Dunlin and five Ringed
Plovers whilst Marsh Harriers
continued to put in occasional
appearances with birds reported on the
11th and the 14th and then on the
25thand 26th. Additional waders at this
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time included Greenshank and Ringed
Plover and the WeBS count on the 12th
produced three Grey Wagtails on the
North Dam and a high count of 55 Little
Grebes. The reservoir participated in
the large movement of Redwings on the
east coast with flocks reported flying
westwards on the 14th and 15th. A
Hobby was still present on the 19thand
20th when a distant and mobile Grey
Phalarope was seen from the Rawl
Hide in the late afternoon; it was still
there the next morning . A Rock Pipit
was in Fishing Lodge Bay on the 22nd,
with two on the 27th and both Black-
necked Grebe and Common Sandpiper
were seen from the West Bank whilst a
Nuthatch, for some reason a very rare
bird at the reservoir, was found on the
reserve. On the last day of the month a
Clouded Yellow was flying on North
Dam Meadows.

May
Butterflies were a feature of Langdon
Hills on the 4th with two Brimstone,
eight Orange Tip, nine Speckled Wood,
Holly Blue, Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell,
Small White and Green Veined White all
noted; odonata included two Hairy
dragonflies and at least three Large Red
Damselflies. Seven male Whitethroats
and a Treecreeper were recorded.
A Nightingale was heard singing in

Willow Park on the 6th, 8th and 9th with
a Bullfinch also here on the latter date.
Next day the One Tree Hill area held
Buzzard, Hobby and five Green
Woodpeckers while 60+ Starlings and
at least nine Swallows frequented the
meadows and paddocks of the adjacent
stables. Other birds here included three
Linnets, six+ Goldfinches and three
Greenfinches; four Common Terns
passed overhead. Two Hairy dragonflies
and a Broad-bodied Chaser were also of
interest, with Small Copper and Large
White butterflies; other butterflies
reported from this area in the early part
of the month included Grizzled Skipper
and green hairstreak.
On the 15th the Westley Heights C.

Park/ Langdon Reserve held a
Sparrowhawk, seven Green
Woodpeckers and five Great-spotted
Woodpeckers, Treecreeper and at least
12 Swallows. Fifteen Speckled Woods
were counted with Large Red and
female Azure damselflies noted. Next
day an early morning visit to the Dunton

Plotlands/Lake brought two Hobby,
Grey Heron, Lesser Black-backed Gull,
two Common Terns, Stock Dove,
Swifts, a male Cuckoo, six Swallows, a
Lesser Whitethroat, six Common
Whitethroats, Greenfinch, Goldfinch,
two Bullfinch and a singing
Yellowhammer.

An Emerald damselfly was reported
from Langdon Hills on the 23rd along
with a good selection of butterflies:
Holly Blue, Common Blue, Wall Brown,
Orange Tip, Brimstone, Speckled Wood,
Small Heath, Peacock and Comma. A
Holly Blue was seen at Laindon West on
the 25th where there was an unusual
record of a Nuthatch, in trees along
Durham Road early in the morning; a
Hobby flew over in the early afternoon.
Hobby were noted from Langdon

Hills on the 28th and again on the 31st,
with, on the latter date, Kestrel, two
Mistle Thrush, a Lesser Whitethroat,
17+ Long-tailed Tits (including many
young), a Bullfinch and a Red Admiral.
At Thameside Nature Park on the 1st

there were three Cuckoos, a Kingfisher
and four Bearded Tits (pair + two
young). Next day a Buzzard was noted,
along with a Wheatear and a
Nightingale. The last named was
recorded on several occasions during
the early part of the month. Wall Brown
Butterfly and Glow-worm were also
noted on this date.
Two Buzzards featured on the 3rd

with Wheatears on the 4th and 5th;
three Whimbrels were seen on the
latter date. Hobby and Kingfisher were
seen on the 14th with three Kingfishers
and a Barn Owl next day. On the 18th
there were five Cuckoos, Kingfisher,
Little Owl and Marsh Harrier.
Barn and Little Owls featured again

on the 21st and 22nd as did Kingfisher
on the 21st and Marsh Harrier on the
22nd. Next day there were eight Ringed
Plovers and 30 Common Terns while a
Spoonbill was reported on the 26th.
Marsh Harrier and Stonechat were
seen on the 28th.

June
The 3rd saw two Hobby at Langdon
Hills along with 9 Swifts a
Sparrowhawk was noted at Laindon
West. Hobby were also seen on the 5th
and the 7th; the latter date also saw
three Green Woodpeckers, at least four
Great-spotted Woodpeckers, a
Nuthatch and ten+ Swallows.
A Buzzard was seen next day as were

five Green Woodpeckers, three
Nuthatch, a female Yellow Wagtail, two
Yellowhammers and eight+ Swallows.
Dragonflies noted were two Four-
spotted Chasers, five Broad-bodied
Chasers, an Emperor, Large Red and
Common Blue damselflies. Butterflies
seen were: Small Tortoiseshell, Red
Admiral, Peacock, Brimstone (female),

Large Skipper, five Holly Blue, Meadow
Brown and 19 Speckled Wood.
There were 18 Long-tail Tits and two

Mistle Thrushes at Laindon West on the
10th while butterflies recorded at
Langdon Hills on the 13th included Wall
Brown, Small Copper, Brown Argus,
Brimstone, Painted Lady and some
remarkable records of Chalkhill Blue
and Small Blue. Next day there were six
Great-spotted Woodpeckers, at least
three Nuthatches, four+ Coal Tits, at
least two Goldcrests, 15+ Swallows and
two each of Greenfinch and Goldfinch.
A Ring-necked Parakeet flew over my
garden in Laindon West on the 17th.
A Kestrel was at Langdon Hills on the

19th while on the 21st there were a
Hobby, Buzzard and two
Sparrowhawks when a Banded
Demoiselle was notable and a
Brimstone was also seen. 
A Buzzard was also seen on the 22nd

as were five Green and two Great-
spotted Woodpeckers, five Nuthatch,
two Treecreepers, two+ Goldcrests,
two+ Coal Tits, two – three Red
Admirals, two Holly Blues, Ringlet,
Meadow Brown, Speckled Wood, Large
and Small Whites. An immature
Southern Hawker was also noted as was
a Common Darter. Seen at Laindon
West on this date were Small
Tortoiseshell, Comma, Holly Blue and
Large Skipper as was a Common Darter.
At least 12 Swifts were overhead and
the usual Greenfinches and
Goldfinches graced my feeders.
A Kestrel was seen at Langdon Hills

again on the 27th; in addition there were
at least five Nuthatch, two+
Treecreeper, seven+ Greenfinch, three
Red Admirals, Small Tortoiseshell and
Small Skipper with Emperor and
Common Darter dragonflies. A group of
50-100 Swifts gathered close to the
Dunton Lake area. Six plus House
Sparrows on my feeders included
several juveniles.
Other records from the end of the

month included further sightings of
Hobby, Buzzard and Sparrowhawk
while butterflies reported included
White-letter Hairstreak, Essex Skipper,
Brimstone, Red Admiral, White Admiral
and a very interesting record of a Large
Tortoiseshell, following a sighting in the
Basildon area earlier in spring.
Down at Thameside Nature Park three

Buzzards featured on the 1st while Little
Owlswere recorded on the 5th, 11th and
16th. A Water Railwas notable on the
11th and a Kingfisher on the 16th. A
male Marsh Harrier and six Marbled
White butterflies were seen on the 25th.

July
Garden Warbler and Bullfinch were
among the birds noted early in the
month; butterflies included Brimstone,
Red Admiral, Marbled White and White-
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letter Hairstreak. On the 7th there was a
Sparrowhawk, one or two Hobby,
three+ Green Woodpeckers, two
Nuthatch, three+ Treecreeper; 50-100
Swifts were counted in the air close to
the Dunton Lake. A single Silver-washed
Fritillary was joined by five-six Red
Admirals, Peacock, two-three Comma,
Ringlet and Purple Hairstreak.
Two days later the One Tree Hill area

held Sparrowhawk, two+ Green
Woodpeckers, two Nuthatch and 30+
Swallows, the latter hawking over an
adjacent wheat field. At least four White
Admirals were in the woods, with tow-
three Silver-washed Fritillaries, Purple
Hairstreak, the first Gatekeepers and
many Ringlets and Speckled Woods.
Dragonflies included Emperor, Southern
Hawker, Brown Hawker, Four-spotted
Chaser and Common Darter.
Thirty plus Swallows were again

hawking over the wheat field on the
12th when three Bullfinch were noted.
Two Bullfinch were present in the
Dunton area next day, with Hobby and
Kestrel also seen. At least six White-
letter Hairstreaks nectared on bramble
flowers; Emperor and the first Migrant
Hawker dragonflies were seen.
Kestrels were also noted on the 14th

and 18th while a Tawny Owl called in
Coombe Wood, Westley Heights on the
19th. Also in this area and One Tree Hill
were ten+ Green Woodpeckers, four+
Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Yellowhammer
and Bullfinch. Ten Swallows comprised
two adults and eight juveniles. Notable
butterflies included a White Admiral, at
least six Silver-washed Fritillaries
(including a pair in display flight), three
Red Admirals, two White-letter
Hairstreaks, Purple Hairstreak and
Marbled White. Emperor, Southern
Hawker, Migrant Hawker and Brown
Hawker were also of interest.
Butterflies featured strongly on a

lovely sunny and warm early evening
visit to Dunton on the 22nd: at least six
Red Admirals, eight+ Commas, 14+
Gatekeepers and four White-letter
Hairstreaks were the species seen, with
a female Southern Hawker. Three
Green Woodpeckers present comprised
an adult accompanied by two juveniles.
Seven Green Woodpeckers were

seen or heard from the Westley
Heights/Langdon area on the 26th, with
three+ Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Coal Tit
and Goldcrest also of interest; four
Emperor and three Southern Hawker
were noted. A Common Whitethroat
was in my garden at Laindon West on
the 30th.
Records from Thameside included 40

House Martins on the 12th, Yellow
Wagtail on the 14th and Peregrine on
the 16th. Two Yellow Wagtails were
noted on the 18th and a Little Owl next
day. FiveWhimbrels on the 22nd were
in addition to 640 Avocets; a Kingfisher

was also seen while 37 Sand Martins
and 24 Swallows were counted.

August
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel were noted
from Langdon Hills on the 3rd, with
eight Green Woodpeckers, two
Nuthatch and Treecreeper. Butterflies
included Red Admiral, Comma,
Speckled Wood and Gatekeeper;
Southern Hawker and Migrant Hawker
were dragonflies seen.
NineWhimbrels and four Turnstones

were at Thameside on the 9th when a
Hobby was seen over Laindon West.
Next day sevenWhimbrels featured at
Thameside as did 50 Goldfinch.
At least nine Greenfinch emptied my

feeders at Laindon West on the 14th
with four Jays and a flyover
Oystercatcher next day. Thameside
Nature Park on the 15th held a Great-
white Egret, 50 Curlew, two Little
Owls, two Yellow-legged Gulls,
Kingfisher, Stonechat,Whimbrel,
Snipe, four Dunlin, two Buzzards and a
Hobby. AWheatear was seen here on
the 17th with another on the 20th when
two Little Owls were also seen again.
Up on Langdon Hills on the 16th were

two Sparrowhawks, two Treecreepers
and a male southern hawker. A Hobby
was seen on the 21st and a Buzzard on
the 22nd while the 24th saw five Green
Woodpeckers, three Great-spotted
Woodpeckers, four Nuthatch, three
Treecreeper, Coal Tit, Goldcrest, Long-
tailed Tit, Song Thrush, ten Mistle
Thrush and aWillow Warbler. Hobby
and Sparrowhawk appeared at Laindon
West.

Back down at Thameside there were
two Spoonbills on the 23rd while a
Buzzard and threeWhimbrels were
seen next day. On the 24th two Kestrels
were in addition to seven Black-tailed
Godwits,Whimbrel, 20 Linnet and two
Whinchats.
A Golden Plover flew over my garden

at Laindon West on the 27th with three
Buzzards and a Sparrowhawk on the
30th; the usual Greenfinches and
Goldfinches included juveniles of both
species.
Staying in my back garden, there were

many Swallows and House Martins on
the last day of the month; fourMistle
Thrushes also passed over while birds
of prey seen were two Sparrowhawks,
one or two Hobby and a Kestrel. A
Hobby was reported from Langdon Hills
on this date.

September
A Yellow Wagtail flew over Laindon
West on the 1st while at Thameside
there were 29 Teal, threeWhimbrel, 72
Curlew, seven Black-tailed Godwits
and 50 Goldfinches. Curlew also
numbered 72 next day; also counted
were 11 Avocet and 630 Black-headed
Gulls.
A Spotted Flycatcher was notable

from Langdon Hills on the 4th; 9 Long-
tail Tits and a Hobby were also of
interest. Spotted Flycatcher featured
again on the 6th with at least three
Nuthatch, two Bullfinch and 50+
House Martins. Brimstone and Peacock
butterflies were noted and a Buzzard
passed over Laindon West.

Next day three
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Godwits featured on the 21st, Red Kite
and Kingfisher on the 22nd. A
Kingfisher was seen again on the 25th
with 300 Avocets and aWhimbrel also
noted. The last day of the month
brought 22 Brent Geese and 30
Goldfinches.

May
The report starts with a Cuckoo, Sand
Martin and aWheatear at Cudmore
Grove Country Park on the 2nd, the next
day aWhimbrel at Stone Point and two
Little Terns and two Reed Warblers at
Maydays Farm. The first Swifts seen
around the island on the 4th, same day a
Green Hairstreak (Shop Lane),
Wheatear, two Common Terns (Stone
Point), and two Turtle Doves at Gyants
Marsh. Between two and three Turtle
Doves stayed in Willoughby Car Park all
month as they were being fed in a local
garden. A Yellow Wagtail, two male
Yellow Hammers and aMediterranean
Gull (Meeting Lane) on the 6th, two
Sanderling on the Point on the 8th, a
Hobby at the park on the 12th, the next
day a Little Owl along Bromans Lane.
The 14th aWheatear andWillow
Warbler (Park), and at West Mersea
Willoughby Car Park a stray Green-
winged Orchid flowered away from the
one only garden on the island which has

Migrant Hawker and Common Darter
dragonflies.
At Thameside on the 1st the two Little

Owls were still showing well. Other
sightings included 200 curlew, 400
Avocet, 40 Black-tailed Godwit, 400
Shelduck, 30Widgeon, 50 Meadow
Pipits and 20 Linnets. A Stonechat was
here on the 10th, with two next day. Also
on the 11th were a Peregrine,
Kingfisher, Green Sandpiper and 26
Swallows. Clouded Yellow and Wall
Brown butterflies were seen.
Seven Bearded Tits and eightWater

Rails were reported on the 14th while
two days later the two Stonechats
showed again; there were also further
sightings of Kingfisher and Little Owl.
Red Admiral and Speckled Wood

were still on the wing from Langdon
Hills on the 17th when birds included
Buzzard, Peregrine and Tawny Owl.
Passerines included 20+ Redwings,
Goldfinch, ten+ Greenfinch, Bullfinch,
Song Thrush, Long-tailed Tit,
Goldcrest and Meadow Pipit. Bullfinch
was seen again on the 24th, with at least
15 Long-tailed Tits also recorded. The
last two days of the month saw Tawny
Owl, Buzzard, Kestrel, Sparrowhawk,
Bullfinch and Firecrest all reported.
Back at Thameside on the 17th, 1000

Avocets and 300 Black-tailed Godwits
were counted, while next day Avocets
numbered 600. Other records on this
date included 300 Dunlin, 50 Curlew, 14
Grey Plover, three Bearded Tits, two
Kingfisher, two Yellow-legged Gulls
and a Peregrine. 50 Black-tailed
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Nuthatch and two Bullfinch were again
noted from Langdon Hills while birds of
prey dominated an afternoon in the
garden at Laindon West: two
Sparrowhawk, two Kestrel, two Hobby
and at least five Buzzards. Five was the
highest number seen together: as many
as 17 may have been seen in the course
of the afternoon. Hirundines were
overhead all afternoon- at least 20
Swallows and 50 House Martins;
possibly many more. Four Mistle
Thrushes were also seen.
On the 10th Thameside held 200

Avocet, aWood Sandpiper, two
Buzzards, 30 each of Linnet and
Goldfinch,Wheatear and a Kingfisher.
Next day there were Peregrine, Hobby,
three Greenshank, 50 Ringed Plover
and three Yellow-legged Gulls. Two
days later Kingfisher and Tawny Owl
were reported from the newly
accessible lake area, with Tawny Owl
and Hobby here on the13th; elsewhere
in the Nature Park on this date were
Peregrine, Little Owl (two seen
regularly close to the entrance gate all
month), sixWhimbrel and two
Whinchat.
A Tawny Owl was heard from

Langdon Hills on the 19th where, next
day, there were Nuthatch, three
Treecreepers and at least two
Goldcrests. A Peregrine was reported.
Two Buzzards and a Sparrowhawk
were seen at Laindon West on the 21st
when a Kingfisher and two Stonechats
(pair) were at Thameside. At this
location on the 24th were two Kestrels
and aWheatear, with aWhinchat on
the 26th. A Hobby was seen at Laindon
West on the 27th.
Up on Langdon Hills on the 28th were

three Nuthatch, two Treecreeper,
four+ Goldcrest, Coal Tit, three Green
and three Great-spotted Woodpeckers.
At Thameside on this date were
Peregrine, 300+ Shelduck, 30 Avocet
and 50 Goldfinch.

October
Buzzard and Tawny Owl were reported
from Langdon Hills on the 1st, with five
Bullfinches reported on the 3rd. A
Buzzard featured again next day, as did
Kestrel, Snipe (in flight over Coombe
Wood), three Green Woodpecker, at
least two each of Nuthatch and
Treecreeper, four+ Coal Tits, six+
Goldcrests and around 100 House
Martins.
Birds of prey were notable on the 5th,

with Peregrine, Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel all seen; a
small flock of Goldfinches were all
juveniles.
A Tawny Owl was heard calling from

the Dunton Plotlands at dusk on the 8th,
with two Bullfinches on the 11th.
Notable insects included Red Admiral
and Speckled Wood butterflies with

Sedge Warbler by John Sykes
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lots. Our only Nightingalewas singing
along Shop Lane, gone from the park this
year. Three Cuckoos and five plus Marsh
Harriers seen from Shop Lane on the
21st, next day 60 Black-tailed Godwits, a
pair of Shoveler and six Avocet at the
park. Two pairs of Avocet breeding on
the saltings near the golf house.

June
112 Black-tailed Godwits were on the
park fields on the 1st, the 2nd a female
Shoveler with seven young on the dyke,
the first breeding record for the Country
Park, two Sand Martins flying around
there but none bred of the cliffs this
year. A Red-legged Partridge at Meeting
Lane, a very hard species to find on the
island (as of December I have not seen
one this year). Back to the Park Dyke
and a female Gadwall with six young,
another first breeding record for the
park on 4th. On the 6th a Sedge Warbler
sang briefly along the Strood channel,
another bird nor breeding on the island
this year. Three Sandwich Terns in the
mouth of the Colne on the 10th, 15
Avocet on the Point the next day.
Kestrel now feeding their young in the
nest box at the park behind the pond.
Three Cuckoo – two at Maydays and
one calling over on Langenhoe on the
14th, Turtle Doves still around all
month in Willoughby Car Park. A pair of
Avocet near the Point with three young
on the 18th, two Corn Bunting along
Chapman Lane, Tawny Owl (Fen Farm
roadside wires), a Little Owl at the
Village Shop and one at Broman Farm.
Our Strood adult Yellow-legged Gull
was back on the 28th till the month end,
end of month five Kestrel chicks
fledged from Park Box and two Avocet
chicks on park flooded fields.

July
On the 1st two pairs of Yellow Wagtails
and a Greenshank at Maydays Farm
(Pyefleet). On the 2nd a Black Redstart
at East Mersea Vineyard, a Kingfisher
started showing at the Park Pond,
Whimbrel and Red-legged Partridge at
the park on the 9th, on the 12th at the
pond a Tufted Duck and a young brood
of four, on the Point an Avocet with two
chicks (the two other broods of chicks
disappeared) at the park four pairs bred,
only one brood fledged. On the 24th a
Tawny Owl along Cosways Lane, a
Snipe and ten Black-tailed Godwits at
the park. The next day a Hobby at
Oyster Fisheries. On the 26th a
Nightingale called/croaked at the park
entrance (first there this year). The 29th
at Reeves Hall a Green Sandpiper,
Greenshank, two Gadwall, 50 Greylag
and six Canada Geese, Common
Sandpiper, twoWhimbrel, 200 Avocet,
100 Black-tailed Godwits and two Little
Terns, nearby off West Mersea 50+
Common Terns recorded. Month ended

with a Common Sandpiper at the park.

August
On the 1st along the Strood a Common
Sandpiper, three Mediterranean Gulls,
six Greenshank, Whimbrel, two Little
Terns and a Yellow Wagtail, on 4th at
the Park two Sedge Warblers, a Reed
andWillow Warbler seen, 45
Sanderling there the next day. The
Nightingale called at the entrance again
once on the 7th, a Fulmar, 100+
Swallow and 20 Swift flew past the Park
on the 10th, also on the 10th a Spoonbill
and Little Stint over on Langenhoe
MOD private land. On another private
pool at West Mersea 19 Green
Sandpipers seen on the 11th, Common
Sandpiper on 16th and 17th. On the
14th a Kingfisher, 20+ Whitethroats,
six+ Lesser Whitethroat and a female
Peregrine seen around East Mersea. Off
Maydays on the 16th two summer
Curlew Sandpipers and a Clouded
Yellow seen. One Swift was still flying
around our house on the 17th, on the
18th five mainly summer males
Whinchats flitting along the borrowdyke
at Maydays Farm. One or two Redstart
seen daily at the park from the 20th till
month end, the first Spotted Flycatcher
at Ivy Dock on the same day, also a Tree
Pipit at the Oyster Fisheries. Spotted
Flycatchers started showing the next
day at the Park Pond with a peak of six
on the 27th. On the 31st 20 Yellow
Wagtails, Wheatear and Painted Lady
were seen at the park. I had a
Hummingbird Hawk Moth and Southern
Hawker in our garden that day.

September
On the 1st three Curlew Sandpipers,
three Greenshank, two Common
Sandpipers, two Common Buzzard,
Whinchat, Wheatear, four Ruff, five
Green Sandpipers, 20 House Martins
along the Pyefleet, the odd Spotted
Flycatcher was still showing at the park
and also a Kingfisher now most days at

the park pond. An Osprey flew north-
West over the Park on the 7th, the WeBS
count on the 8th recorded eight+
Buzzards, two Hobbies, four Wheatear
and six Whinchat seen from West to
East Mersea along the Pyefleet. At the
park pond 80 Little Egret at roost and a
Little Stint on the flooded field on the
9th, 95 Little Egret on the 10th, a Park
record. A Great White Egret off
Cobmarsh Island, a first for Mersea, on
the 10th and 11th also a Spoonbill seen
there on the 11th. On the 16th a Grey
Wagtail, the next day at the park large
movements of Meadow Pipits,
including a Tree Pipit and lots of Black
billed continental Blackbirds. On 23rd
four Brent Geese returned and 18 the
next day. 400 Black-tailed Godwits at
the Hard, West Mersea on 28th, two
Stonechat, two Rock Pipits, Peregrine
and Green Sandpiper along Pyefleet at
Maydays on the 29th. The month ended
with two Cetti’s Warbler singing and
showing well at the park pond on the
30th.

October
On the 1st a Red Kite flew West over
Chapmans Lane and Grey Wagtail at
West Mersea, a Stonechat at golf house,
the two Cetti’s Warblers stayed all
month at the pond, hope this is a new
site for them (the only one on the
island). A Stonechat at the park on the
3rd, a Kingfisher at the Hard on the 4th,
at the pond on the 5th two+ Bearded
Tit dropped in for five minutes, also
there the Kingfisher and a Water Rail
called. In the afternoon 15 Common
Buzzard flew over. A pair of Stonechat,
300 Brent Geese, 600 Widgeon were at
the park nearby and four Pintail flew out
of the Colne on the 7th. A Little Gull and
Mediterranean Gull at Cooper Beach,
Wheatear, Common Tern, Rock Pipit

and House Martin at the Point on the
8th. On the 10th a leucistic Starling with
sandy body and white wings was seen
on the flooded fields at the park, in with

Goosander by

Sam Shippey
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1500 Starlings. An Osprey over on
Geedon Marsh on the 11th until near the
end of the month, and seen now and
again. A Merlin at Maydays on the 11th,
two Eider and a Shag at the Victoria
Esplanade on the 12th. Early on the 15th
at the park entrance six Ring Ouzel, 20
Redwing, 25 continental Blackbirds,
five Song Thrush and a Bramblingwere
seen. The 16th a Rough-legged Buzzard
over on Langenhoe stayed around until
the 22nd, a Short-eared Owl headed
north-west over the Point on the 18th,
another Ring Ouzel at the park pond on
the 20th, same day a dark phase Arctic
Skua flew along the Pye Fleet. A Red
Squirrel near the car park and hide at the
park on the 21st, the Great White Egret
flew along the Pyefleet on the 22nd, also
another Ring Ouzel seen. The month
ended with 12 new Red Squirrels on the
28th, brought to Mersea into two release
pens – one at East Mersea and one at
West Mersea. Now in December there
are eight more in the East and four more
at West Mersea (so keep your eyes
open) let’s hope, with no greys, the
release programme works.

May
I shall once again start with Red Kites
with 15 sightings during the month with
the majority coming from the Lee Valley
area. The Valley also hosted a single
Black and 24 Arctic Terns on the KGV
on the 1st and 15 Arctics at Holyfield
Lake on the 2nd (where Ravensmade
regular appearances once again).
Walthamstow Reservoirs had a Little
Gull on the 5th which was joined by
two Sandwich Terns on the 8th while
another Black Tern was seen at
Gallions Reach on the 4th. Wanstead
Flats hosted two Whinchat (4th),
Redstart (9th) and Tree Pipit (10th) but
it was Nick Croft’s singing Blyth’s Reed
Warbler that stoll the regional show on
the 29th.

June
Red Kites were noted on nearly 20
occasions with two over Gunpowder
Park (6th) being the only multiple. A
Honey Buzzard over Leyton (8th) was
the only other notable raptor. Ravens
were seen up near Greensted along
with the probably rarer Grey Partridge
while five Cranes noisily over
Brentwood (6th) must have been a
sight. A Great White Egret was seen
over Belhus Woods CP (2nd) and Little
Egrets were spreading out to feed from

their Chafford colony. Two drake Red-
crested Pochard were seen at
Walthamstow Reservoirs from the 1st
and the summering female Smew
popped up on Warren Pond on the 5th-
6th. The Reservoirs also hosted a
Curlew on the 27th and the first Green
Sandpiper was back in the Ingrebourne
from the 18th. A Hoopoe was seen
briefly in Wanstead Park on the 22nd
and 12 Crossbills were the first of the
season in Weald Park (14th). A male
Black Redstart in the Royal Docks on
the 30th hopefully indicates that they
may still be hanging on in that ever
changing area.

July
A typically quiet July with a few waders
moving through the Lee Valley including
good numbers of Common Sandpipers
and two Sanderling on the KGV on the
27th (along with the over-summering
female Smew). An Oystercatcher over
Leyton (11th) was notable as was a
juvenile Avocet that took up residence
at Cornmill Meadows from the 27th.
Dagenham Chase LNR had a good run
with a Wood Sandpiper and Black-
tailed Godwit from the 27th. The only
odd passerine was a Pied Flycatcher on
Wanstead Flats on the 31st.

August
A wader and passerine filled month with
something very strange going on with
Black-tailed Godwits between
Dagenham Chase and the Ingrebourne
Valley where a flock took up residence
from 16th with about 25 birds and
peaked at 61 on the 24th. This species is
a very scarce visitor to both sites so this
was unprecedented. An Avocet even
joined the IV birds from the 19th. DC
continued to host two Wood
Sandpipers till the 3rd while another
was seen at Gallions Reach (8th). The
latter site had a good month with
records of Arctic, Sandwich and Black
Tern along with four Little Gulls on the
29th, Kittiwake (10th) and Goshawk
(20th). Another Goshawk was seen over
Romford on the 21st along with a Honey
Buzzard. More sky watching produced
another Honey Buzzard there the next
day and three together on the 31st while
a Marsh Harrier over South Weald
(23rd) was the sole record. A final
Honey Buzzard was seen over
Wanstead Flats on the 27th. Black-
necked Grebes were seen on the KGV
(24th) and Walthamstow Reservoirs
(31st) and the Smew persisted at the
former location while a Garganey
lingered in the Ingrebourne from the 5th
and at Cornmill Meadows on the 3rd.
From mid-month there was a notable
throughput of passerines with daily
watching of Wanstead Flats producing
no less than 11 Tree Pipit days, 12
Redstart days (including seven on the

31st), numerous Whinchat, Wheatear,
Spotted Flycatcher and commoner
warbler records, Pied Flycatchers on
the 2nd and 24th, Wood Warbler 17th
and even two Turtle Doves (24th and
29th). Redstarts were picked up at a
further seven sites with the 31st proving
a key day with a high of four at
Dagenham Chase along with 12 Spotted
Flycatchers and a single Pied
Flycatcher. Another Pied Flycatcher
was seen at Walthamstow Marsh the
same day and a Wood Warbler spent
three days from the 18th at Belhus
Woods CP which scored with a
Wryneck from the 30th. Further Tree
Pipits were seen at Bedfords Park
(23rd) and Firecrests were reported
from Leyton (20th) and Walthamstow
Marsh (21st).

September
The Black-tailed Godwit flock
continued to move between Dagenham
Chase and the Ingrebourne Valley and
were tracked back to Barking Bay
when they wanted some shoreline
feeding. Both sites also held Ruff and it
looks like these godwits may help to
carry other waders to these two sites.
Another Ruff was at Fairlop Waters CP
on the 14th while down on the Thames
there was a Razorbill off Tilbury Docks
(9th) and Guillemot off Beckton (15th)
and Barking Bay (29th). Several
Sandwich Terns were also patrolling
this part of the river. Inland there was
good drift passage with Whinchats and
Spotted Flycatchers at numerous sites
along with seven Pied Flycatchers, 15
Redstarts, 11 Tree Pipit, a flock of 37
Yellow Wagtails at Dagenham Chase
(12th), Woodlark at Wanstead Flats
(27th), two Redwing at Warren Gorge
(16th), Firecrests at Wanstead and
Leyton and Short-eared Owls arrived
at Wanstead on the 22nd and 30th with
another through Walthamstow Res on
the 29th when a Rock Pipit was also
seen. Eyes up produced some good
Buzzard passage with 13 over
Waterworks NR (2nd) and 24 (and a
Honey Buzzard) over Wanstead park
in one flock on the 6th. Another Honey
Buzzard was over Fishers Green
Goosefield (6th) with 15 Buzzard
quickly through Chingford Plain the
same morning. With Merlin at
Bedfords Park (15th) and Goshawk
over Belhus Woods CP the same day
and a Kite over Dagenham Chase on
the 13th, it was a good raptor month.
The Smew and Black-necked Grebe
remained on the KGV and two
Goosander were seen there on the 7th.
Jack Snipe, Greenshank and Lapwing
were all added to the Wanstead Flats
year list and a staggering 1130 Ring-
necked Parakeets left their Leyton
roost on the 21st.

BY HOWARD VAUGHAN
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October
The weather that brought the Skuas to
Rainham took them further up river and
the 12th-14th saw similar numbers of
Great Skuas, Little Gulls and Brent
Geese at places like Barking Bay and
Gallions Reach (with an additional 95
Brent at the latter on the 29th). The
Reach also had an Arctic Skua (14th)
and a Kittiwake (15th). Seven sites
hosted Ring Ouzels during the month
with Wanstead Flats having an
impressive seven ouzel days with a peak
of six on the 14th while Dagenham
Chase held up to five from the 20th.
There was a fair scattering of late
hirundines,Wheatears andWhinchats
and a Yellow Wagtailwas over
Walthamstow Filter Beds on the 3rd.
Equally late Hobbieswere seen over
Gunpowder Park (11th) and the
Ingrebourne Valley (16th) and migrant
Short-eared Owlswere seen over
Waterworks NR, Gallions Reach, the
Ingrebourne (15th), Gunpowder Park
(27th) and Wanstead Flats (15th and
20th). A Long-eared Owlwas seen at
Belhus Woods CP (10th) and the first
two local Fieldfareswere there on the
13th. AMerlinwas seen at Gallions on
the 29th and a Goshawk over Chingford
(20th) was the only other raptor of note.
Jack Snipewere seen at Walthamstow
Reservoir (4th), Waterworks NR (27th)
and Gallions Reach (29th) and a handful
of Black-tailed Godwitswere still
frequenting Dagenham Chase.
‘Valentino’ theMed Gull returned to
Valentines Park in Ilford for his 15th
winter on the 10th and others were seen
on Wanstead Flats. The Flats also had a

very showy Lapland Bunting on the
16th-17th and a few Bramblingwere
seen amongst other migrating finches.
Redwings really started to move on the
13th with 1500 through the Flats and
2000 the following day when 4000
headed west over Collier Row and 2300
went through Gunpowder Park. Black
Redstarts seemed to be taking up winter
territories in Bow and on the KGV
Reservoir and aWoodlark was seen at
Thorndon CP South on the 5th. The first
Bittern of the season was in the
Ingrebourne on the 30th and the massive
Ring-necked Parakeet roost in Leyton
reached a staggering 1840 on the 26th.

May
Nightingales were reported in
reasonable numbers with at least 17
singing males at Fingringhoe Wick, six at
a site in Thorrington and one – two at
several other locations. Small numbers of
Turtle Doveswere recorded including
up to 11 in a private garden. A fine Great
White Egret in breeding plumage was
enjoyed by several observers at Holland
Haven on the 4th, a Red Kite and two
Mediterranean Gulls flew over Wigboro
Wick Farm, St Osyth, on the 6th and nine
pairs of the latter species were present in
one of the area’s gulleries. Also on the

6th, a Hoopoe frequented a garden at
Moverons Farm, Brightlingsea, and the
following day saw a moderate hirundine
passage at Frinton, aWhinchat on
Howlands Marsh, St Osyth, a pair of Grey
Partridges at Sunnymead Farm,
Wivenhoe, whilst a Grasshopper
Warblerwas reeling away at Fingringhoe
GP.
On the 9th, a Spoonbill flew over

Frinton, a Little Gull was seen at
Wivenhoe and of two young Tawny
Owls picked up in Earls Colne, one died
but the second survived in a Wildlife
Hospital later to be released. A female
Redstart was present at The Naze on
the 10th and both Spoonbill and Black
Kite were identified at Colne Point on
the 12th. Sightings at Frinton on the 12th
included an Osprey (also seen at
Holland Haven), two Hobbies, a Red-
throated Diver, 131 Common Scoters,
two Guillemots and four Razorbills.
The 13th produced six Crossbills at
Wivenhoe, a Quail at Colne Point
(heard again next day); also Spotted
Flycatchers there and (two) at Holland
Haven with another at Great Holland
Pits and one at The Naze on the 14th.
SeveralWhinchats andWheatears
passed through mid-month and 60 Bar-
tailed Godwits were present along the
River Colne at Alresford on the15th, also
a Temminck’s Stint, briefly, at Holland
Haven on the 16th and a Little Stint at
Stone Point, Walton, on the 17th.
Avocet chicks hatched at several

sites in late May and a pair of Red-
breasted Geese held territory again in
Hamford Water and a Spoonbill
dropped in at Colne Point on the 29th.

Smew by Richard Allen
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June
Further selected breeding reports
include 17 Little Egret nests in St Osyth,
the most so far; at least two pairs of
Gadwall in Hamford Water; at least
three pairs of Little Ringed Plovers in
the area of which one was known to
have raised a raised a chick; two pairs
of Hobbies were located, and a total of
c.40 pairs of Little Terns laid clutches
combining three sites though only a few
of these are known to have been
successful. Over 20 pairs of Common
Terns did well again at a gravel-pit in St
Osyth though the island at Blue Gates
Farm, Alresford, was no longer suitable
despite some work carried out during
the previous winter. It is pleasing to
report that Barn Owls had a particularly
good breeding-season with brood sizes
well above the recent average. Surely
the surprise of the summer was the
discovery of a singingMarsh Warbler in
the area on 9th June. Subsequent
observations indicated that at least three
adults were present and there were
signs of nesting activity, hence progress
reports were not widely publicized.
On the 5th, over 1,000 Swifts were

recorded both at Colne Point and
Frinton and a Mandarin was at
Wivenhoe and a Little Stint at Holland
Haven on the 8th. Two Kingfishers and
a Grey Wagtail at Ardleigh on the 9th
were encouraging as were a pair of
Grey Partridges near Frinton Golf-
course on the 11th. A Coal Tit at
Holland Haven on the 14th was unusual
for this site which also produced 1-2
Common and Green Sandpipers, single

Little Ringed Plover and Ruff, and up
to 50 Black-tailed Godwits in the
second half of the month. Other reports
of note were two Siskins at Wivenhoe
on the 19th, a Golden Oriole on the 21st
and a Glossy Ibis on the following day,
both seen flying out of the St Osyth
Priory Estate.

July
A Grasshopper Warbler was reeling
away at Holland Haven on the 2nd in an
area where one had been present in
late April, though there had been no
reports in the interim, and a Garganey
was found there on the 20th and 21st.
Return wader passage was in evidence
with maximum counts of six Little
Ringed Plovers, six Common, three
Green and twoWood Sandpipers at
Holland Haven, also oddWhimbrel and
Ruff. There were also up to 77 Avocets
on the scrape, though probably only four
young fledged this year, and up to 82
Black-tailed Godwits. Fingringhoe
claimed the highest count of
Greenshanks with 19 on the 24th, a day
that also produced records of eight
Green Sandpipers at Howlands Marsh,
St Osyth, and six Common and a Green
Sandpiper at Ardleigh Reservoir.
FourMediterranean Gulls flew past

Frinton on the 8th, as did four Brent
Geese the following day which also saw
the start of an impressive Gannet
movement peaking at 324 on the 10th
when 75 Common Scoters, twoGreat
and two Arctic Skuas also passed there.
The month ended with a Fulmar seen
from The Naze on the 29th and probably

the same Red Kite seen at Colne Point on
the 30th and Holland Haven on the 31st.

August
It is pleasing to report that at least one
pair ofMarsh Warblers bred
successfully (see June) and both
Sparrowhawk and Tawny Owl
juveniles were seen at Wivenhoe early
in the month. An adult Long-tailed Skua
passed close inshore at Holland Haven
on the 2nd when a Redstart was seen
at Wigboro Wick Farm. The Hythe
lagoons and the Holland Haven scrape
both attracted a good selection of
waders. At the former, up to nine Little
Ringed Plovers, 19 Green , seven
Common and twoWood Sandpipers
were recorded plus 200 Black-tailed
Godwits though these represented only
part of the Colne Estuary flock at that
time which reached a record 1,200
birds. Holland Haven hosted twoWood
Sandpipers on the 2nd, three Curlew
Sandpipers on the 6th, an adult Grey
Phalarope from the 18th-22nd, and 14
Ruff on the 29th and there were up to
94 Sanderlings and a Curlew
Sandpiper at The Naze, up to 40
Greenshanks on the Fingringhoe Wick
scrape and, on 13th, 95Whimbrel, 17
Green Sandpipers and a Curlew
Sandpiper – also a Spoonbill – on
Fingringhoe Ranges. There were also
seven Green Sandpipers, 34 Black-
tailed Godwits and a Greenshank
inland at Langham on the 8th.
One Pomarine Skua. three Arctic

Skuas and 29 Gannets passed Holland
Haven on the 10th but the big seabird
day was the 26th when an observer at
Frinton logged 54 Arctic, two Great and
single Pomarine and Long-tailed Skuas,
76 Sandwich, 20 Arctic and 20 Black
Terns, six Fulmars, two Little Gulls and
a Red-throated Diver. The first of three
different Caspian Gulls was identified at
Holland Haven on the 19th with a
Yellow-legged Gull and an Osprey
there next day. Also on the 19th, four
Spoonbills flew over Walton.
Whinchats andWheatears moved

down the coast in modest numbers
from mid-month onwards and a few
Garden Warblers, Tree Pipits,
Redstarts, Spotted and Pied
Flycatchers were seen at coastal
vantage points. Warbler passage
peaked on the 28th with estimates of
80 Common and 30 Lesser
Whitethroats, 25 Blackcaps and a
Wood Warbler all at The Naze and a
secondWood Warbler was ringed on
the 30th at Holland Haven where
probably differentWrynecks were
discovered on the 27th, when another
was at Frinton, and 31st. Mistle
Thrushes deserve a mention with
groups of 15 at Sunnymead Farm,
Wivenhoe, and 24 at Great Oakley.
Swallow passage was in evidence on

Purple Sandpiper by Steve Grimwade
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the 30th with over 1,350 counted
passing Frinton.

September
On the 2nd, a juvenile Arctic Tern was
present along the River Colne and an
Osprey crossed the river from
Wivenhoe to the Geedons. Either this or
a second individual was seen from
nearby Sunnymead Farm on several
dates to the 13th. A surprise visitor to a
farm pond in St Osyth on the 2nd was a
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck,
presumably not fresh from an Atlantic
crossing! There was a series of reports
of Tree Pipit, Redstart, Firecrest,
Spotted and Pied Flycatcher from
coastal sites but mainly in ones and
twos. Counts of 14 Wheatears and six
Whinchats at Holland Haven on the 3rd
were the highest in the month; also
there were an early Fieldfare (6th),
Yellow-legged Gull (8th), Arctic Skua
(10th) and nine Mediterranean Gulls
(11th). Three Hobbies over Highwoods
CP on the 7th raise the possibility of
nesting nearby and on the same day, a
Black Tern was seen at Fingringhoe
Wick and a Wryneck was found at The
Naze with further sightings in the same
area through to the 21st. Twelve
Buzzards viewable from Wigboro Wick
Farm on the 9th were a sign of the times
and single Honey Buzzards flew over
The Naze (11th) and Frinton (15th).
A Curlew Sandpiper, two Little

Stints, up to eight Green Sandpipers
and aWater Rail frequented The Hythe
mid-month, and at Frinton two Long-
tailed Skuas (one also seen from
Holland Haven) passed on the 13th
whilst on the following day a Cory’s

Shearwater was identified, also five
Great Skuas and the start of a heavy
Meadow Pipit passage involving several
thousand individuals. Although on a
much smaller scale, Grey Wagtail
passage was observed along the coast
in above average numbers though the
number of most finch species this year
was, in contrast, modest. Swallows,
however, were conspicuous with over
3,000 moving down coast on the 23rd. At
The Naze, there were notable counts of
95 Robins (16th) and 31 Blackcaps
(24th); also there both Grasshopper
Warbler and Woodlark (21st) with the
latter species also recorded at Frinton
that day together with both Great White
Egret and Red Kite which flew over
Holland Haven. There were a few
reports of small groups of Tree
Sparrows, one – two Curlew
Sandpipers on two occasions in
Alresford Creek and seven Arctic Terns
passed Frinton on the 23rd. On the 27th,
an even larger group of Mistle
Thrushes – 40 at Alresford – was
impressive and a juvenile Reed Warbler
bearing a Norwegian ring was handled
at Holland Haven. A popular bird at the
month’s end was a Barred Warbler at
The Naze; found on the 29th it showed
on and off for the next two days.

October 
Always a good month in which to
observe diurnal migration, this year’s
October totals from Frinton included
over 55,000 Brent Geese, 46
Mediterranean Gulls, 20,500 Wood
Pigeons, over 900 Skylarks, 88 Jays, 34
Rock Pipits, over 2,000 Chaffinches and
6,500 Goldfinches. The passage of these

species was also commented upon at
other sites. There were scattered reports
of Merlins and Short-eared Owls and
several small parties of Bearded Tits on
the move.
On the 2nd, three Spoonbills flew

over Holland Haven and 30 Grey
Partridges were seen from the Colne
Point access road, probably reflecting a
release program at nearby Wigboro
Wick Farm. Four Spotted Redshanks
and ten Green Sandpipers were at The
Hythe on the 4th and the first of a series
of Yellow-browed Warbler sightings
came from The Naze on the 5th. Reports
from there continued to the 29th,
maximum day count of three, and there
were probably two different individuals
at Frinton and singles at Holland Haven
and Wivenhoe. A count of 32
Chiffchaffs at The Naze on the 12th was
noteworthy.
Seabird movements began with a

Long-tailed Skua at Holland Haven on
the 6th; a late Little Tern (also a
Spoonbill) was at Colne Point on the
11th when a Shag passed Frinton;
Pomarine and Great Skua and Arctic
Tern were all seen from The Naze on
the 12th and at Frinton on the 13th there
was a full set of Skuas (14 Great, two
each of Pomarine and Arctic, and one
Long-tailed), 118 Gannets, four Velvet
Scoters, two Long-tailed Ducks and
four Little Gulls. Later in the month, a
few more Skuas and a Black-throated
Diver were seen at Frinton.
There was a good fall of Thrushes

mid-month peaking on the 14th when at
least 28 Ring Ouzels were located
between The Naze and St Osyth plus at
Wivenhoe and over 200 Song Thrushes
and 600 Redwings arrived, combining
counts at several sites. Blackbirds were
also in evidence but in smaller numbers
and 31 Bramblings were seen at
Frinton. Possibly the same Great Grey
Shrike was seen at The Naze and
Frinton on the 16th and single Rough-
legged Buzzardsmade all too brief
appearances at Wigboro Wick Farm
(18th), Holland Haven (20th) and
Wigboro Wick again – thought to be a
different individual – (25th). An Osprey
was seen at Thorrington Mill on the 18th,
a Great White Egret at Colne Point on
the 22nd was the first confirmed record
for the St Osyth area and several Black
Redstarts were reported late in the
month.
Up to seven Purple Sandpipers were

present on the Holland Haven to Frinton
seawalls on occasion and an Emperor
Goose was a regular sight on the Haven
scrape. A Red-throated Pipit obligingly
called when passing through Wigboro
Wick farmland on the 26th, three Scaup
and an impressive 112 Red-breasted
Mergansers flew south past Frinton and
Holland Haven on the 28th and two
Shore Larks were also identified at theYellow Browed Warbler by George Brown
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former location. Late departures
included three Sand Martins at
Sunnymead Farm on the 21st and a
Wheatear at Wigboro Wick, where
there were also up to 14 Tree
Sparrows, on the 31st. Other sightings
on the final day of the month were a
Grey Phalarope at The Naze and a fly-
over Lapland Bunting at Holland Haven. 

RSPB Rainham Marshes 

May
Another uninspiring May passes us by
with scant reward. Wader passage had
its moments but numbers were low and
only the 17 species on the 8th stood out
with 18 Whimbrel, Turnstone, five Bar-
tailed Godwits, three Knot and aWood
Sandpiper being the highlights. The
latter were also seen on the 17th-18th
and 24th while 11 Sanderling on the 11
were a good find. Four more were
counted on the 25th. Two Great White

Egrets touched down on the 1st having
been seen earlier at Beddington and a
2nd year Caspian Gull was unseasonal
on the 24th. The usual raptors
entertained and a Honey Buzzard was
seen on the 4th and Ravensmade a
couple of sorties from their nearby nest
site. Passerines of note where scarce
with the 3rd being notable for the
Whinchat and 13 Wheatear seen. Odd
Wheatearsmade it into early June and
the first Spotted Flycatchers were seen
in the Cordite on the 14th with odd birds
thereafter with a male Nightingale in
there briefly on the 20th. A lone male
Garganey on the 14th was a year first
and late in the day Bittern was
somewhat of a surprise. The breeding
season has so far been amazing with
young Redshank and Lapwing
everywhere and many other broods
appearing including Shoveler, Pochard,
Cetti’s Warblers and Bearded Tit
broods.

June
A month dominated by breeding birds
with some good records, but more of
that later in season when all the figures
are in . . . A few early returning passage
waders had arrived before the end of
the month with a couple of Avocets,
Green Sandpipers, Curlew and
Icelandic Black-tailed Godwits. Marsh
Harriers were still about and Red Kites
were seen on the 11th (two) and 21st.
Two Egyptian Geese were the first of
the year (23rd) and two Sandwich
Terns were seen on the 27th. An
immature Night Heron was seen briefly

very late on the

12th but never reappeared although we
did find a family of Grey Wagtails while
looking!

July
Wader passage picked up with a good
selection of expected species dropping
in through the month including the first
Icelandic Black-tailed Godwits, Wood
Sandpipers from the 8th, Turnstone, 8
Ruff, Avocet andWhimbrel. Common
Sandpipers peaked at 13 (21st). The
river was quiet but a Little Tern was a
surprise (18th) and Sandwich Terns
were seen on the 12th and 18th with
Common Scoters on 11th and 26th. The
first Garganey was seen on the 13th and
the species became more reliable from
the 19th. Marsh Harriers were still daily
and Red Kites were seen on the 17th
and 20th. The bird on the latter date
even landed in the middle of Aveley for
a short while! The first Whinchat and
Wheatear snuck in before the end of
the month along with a few Yellow
Wagtails and a surprising Short-toed
Lark that refused to be pinned down on
the 20th. One of the local wandering
Ravens was seen the following day.

August
A fair selection of waders utilized the
good looking scrapes and 20 species
were recorded including several Wood
Sandpipers (including three on the
13th), Curlew Sandpiper (29th), Little
Stint (30th), Bar-tailed Godwit (27th)
and a smattering of Greenshank, Ruff,
plovers, Whimbrels and Black-tailed
Godwits. A Spotted Crake was found
on the 4th and was present into
September although a couple of lengthy
gaps in observations suggest that more
than one may have been involved . . .
Garganey were seen from the 6th with
up to five being seen while the
Sevenoaks Greylag flock started to
return and a female Red-crested
Pochard on the 30th and 31st was
technically the rarest bird of the month
being new to the reserve . . . There was
some Tern passage in the last few days:
26th: six Black, 200 Common and five
Arctic (as well as two Bonxie); 28th:
adult Roseate, four Black, five Arctic
and three Sandwich; 29th: five Black, 14
Arctic, two Little, 140 Common and
three Sandwich; 31st: 500 Common
Tern. Eyes to the skies produced some
Buzzard and Marsh Harrier passage to
augment our local birds. Hay making
out on Wennington over the Bank
Holiday attracted at least 18 Buzzards to
investigate the cut grass and by the 27th
there were also seven Marsh Harriers
and numerous Kestrels out there too.
Hobbies were out hawking the
countless hawkers and with
Sparrowhawk and Peregrine around it
was a magical sight. A ringtail Hen
Harrier on the 13th and an Osprey on
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the 23rd made for an excellent raptor
month. A Long-eared Owl delighted
visitors in the Cordite Scrub for a few
hours on the 31st and a Raven gave the
other corvids jun on the 27th.
Wheatears and Whinchats were scarce
and a few Spotted Flycatchers and
Yellow Wagtails were reported along
with a single Redstart (19th) and three
Tree Pipits (29th).

September
Wader passage was again quite slow
although 23 species were seen during
the month with six Curlew Sandpipers
on the 1st probably being the highlight.
Our wintering Spotted Redshank
returned for its third year and a Little
Stint was a good find late in the month.
A Great White Egret spent two days
from the 7th on the pools. River passage
was quiet with few terns and just a
couple of Arctic Skuas, Guillemot
(15th), a single Scoter and up to 50
Yellow-legged Gulls and a Caspian
Gull to peak interest. The Spotted
Crake was last seen on the 2nd and
eight Pink-feet almost landed on the
17th. Sky watching produced a few
Buzzards and Marsh Harriers along
with a Goshawk (10th) and Kites on the
23rd and 25th. Hobbies lingered all
month and Peregrine activity
predictably increased. A Redstart was
found on the 4th and two were then
present while out on the marsh,
Whinchats were moving in good
numbers while other drift species
remained scarce with almost no Yellow
Wagtails and Wheatears and just a
single Ouzel on the 26th. Meadow Pipit
passage was good with 147 on the
morning of the 17th and the Ravens
were seen on and off. Rarity for the
month was the immature Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker (only the second
site record) that was found on the 2nd
which stayed, albeit elusively, into
October.

October
October was all about the Thames with
a fantastic spell from the 9th when a
Pomarine Skua headed up river but it
was when the weather turned on the
12th that things started to happen with
six Brent Geese and the last two
Common Terns being logged. The
following day was foul and a flock of 11
Great Skuas spiralling up river was
exceptional with 68 Little Gulls heading
out the other way to keep us looking.
Four more Bonxies were seen the next
day along with more Little Gulls, a
juvenile Gannet (a jubilant David Smith
at last), two Scoter, 29 Brent Geese and
two very late Black Terns which
amazingly then hung around until the
26th! The Bonxie fest continued daily till
the 18th when the last two were seen.
Swallows were seen moving in this bad

weather too and it was not surprising
that Ring Ouzels dropped in with birds
seen on the 15th, 17th and 24th while
the odd Wheatear and Whinchat
persisted till late in the month. Nothing
too surprising amongst the waders with
the Little Stint staying to the 3rd and
odd reports of Greenshank, Spotted
Redshank and a couple or relatively
showy Jack Snipe. Marsh Harriers and
Peregrines were seen each day and
ringtail Hen Harriersmoved south on
the 14th, 25th and 31st while a female
Merlin was seen on a couple of dates.
The first (and so far only) Short-eared
Owl was seen on the 18th and the
Ravens became a daily feature. Duck
numbers slowly increased and an
Egyptian Goose on the 17th was
popular with locals as it is still
surprisingly rare here. The Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker continued to
frustrate but not for the couple watching
it on the 25th when a Hawfinch landed
in the same tree with some other
finches! Only the second record for this
species here.

May
A count of eighty Corn Buntings on the
1st at Lower Raypits was unusual for the
time of year. The fine male Ring Ouzel
in Gunners Park was still present on the
1st and the reeling Grasshopper
Warbler on Two Tree Island was seen
and heard for the last time on the 4th.
Whimbrel were still passing through
with twelve on Canvey Wick on the 4th
and ten on Wallasea on the 5th. Just a
solitary Green Hairstreak was present
on Canvey Wick this year being seen on
the 5th and 6th only, as were five Brown
Argus. The wandering Ringed Teal
visited Bowers Marsh on the 5th and 6th
before departing SOG airspace to visit
Blue House Farm for the summer. A
Hedgehog visited a Benfleet garden
between the 6h and 13th and follows a
record of one in Canewdon last month.
Worryingly there has been a very steep
decline in records of Hedgehog over the
last decade. An adult Spoonbill on
Bowers Marsh on the 7th was a nice find
but was not seen subsequently. What
was presumably just the one wide-
ranging Red Kite toured the area
between the 7th and 11th when it was
seen in Rayleigh, Benfleet, Leigh,
Eastwood, and then Hullbridge. The
Nightingale at Wakering Stairs
continued to sing all month and was
joined by a second bird from the 8th
through to the 17th, with four reported
from there on the 9th. A Stonechat at
Wakering Stairs on the 8th was the only

record all month. Little Terns are
scarce in spring these days so it was
pleasing to see a pair fishing along the
Crouch at Lower Raypits on the 9th and
10th. The last Common Sandpipers of
the spring were at Bowers Marsh and
West Canvey Marsh on the 13th, and
Green Sandpiper put in its final
appearance on the 15th at Vange Marsh.
Between those two dates there was a
small but noticeable pulse of late spring
migrants which included Whinchats at
Gunners Park and West Canvey Marsh, a
Spotted Flycatcher at Wakering Stairs,
five Wheatears (across Bowers,
Gunners park, and Wallasea), a Garden
Warbler in Gunners Park, and four
Turtle Doves along with five Cuckoos at
Wakering Stairs. Bearded Tits were
showing exceptionally well mid-month
with seven at Vange Marsh and twelve at
Wat Tyler C.P.; Water Voles also put in an
appearance mid-month at Bowers
Marsh and Two Tree Island. A drake
Garganey was a good find on the 17th
on the recently recreated wetlands of
Lower Raypits, and a probable male
Montagu’s Harrier reportedly flew
north over Two Tree Island on the same
date. Wakering Stairs on the 17th
provided the highest spring count of
Sandwich Terns and Wall butterflies
with ten and four respectively. Smaller
numbers of Wall were recorded at five
other sites this month. A Privet
Hawkmoth was the highlight of a moth
trapping session in a Prittlewell garden
on the night of the 17th. The highlight of
the month was undoubtedly the female
Dotterel which spent most of the day on
Wallasea on the 19th where a Quail
flying across the road was also claimed.
An immature Spoonbill was mobile
around Bowers Marsh and Vange Marsh
from the 21st through to the 26th and
was probably one of the two which
spent a short while at Bowers Marsh on
the 20th. Two Gannets off Wakering
Stairs on the 22nd were the first records
since March whilst conversely the flock
of nine Dark-bellied Brent Geese flying
by Gunners Park on the 23rd were the
last of the winter. A drake Garganey at
Bowers Marsh from the 23rd to the 31st
was the forerunner of a series of
multiple mid-summer records. Three
Grey Partridges on Wallasea from the
23rd to the 25th was an excellent local
record; it’s probable that they originated
from Foulness as they have been lost as
a local resident for some years now. A
Painted Lady on Wallasea on the 23rd
was the first of the year and was
followed soon after by one on Bowers
Marsh on the 26th. A Weasel ran across
the road at Stambridge on the 24th the
same day that its North American
cousin, the Mink, was apparently seen
to take an adult Moorhen at Wat Tyler
C.P. A Turtle Dove at Wat Tyler C.P. the
same day was the sole record this

BY PAUL BAKER
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month of this struggling species from its
former stronghold, although thankfully
fifteen individuals were present at nine
other sites. The first two Heath
Fritillaries of the year were on the wing
at Daws Heath on the 25th. The second
Red Kite of the month was seen
heading north over Hockley towards the
Crouch on the 30th. The month closed
with a sighting of a Long-eared Owl at a
site in the east on the evening of the
31st.

June
Mirroring events of last June, a female
Red-necked Phalarope was again
found on the south Essex marshes, this
time on Bowers Marsh on the 1st. Quite
why a Red-necked Phalarope has
turned up in June for the last two years
is open to speculation but it could even
be the same returning individual? Again,
just like last year it only stayed around
for a few hours only after receiving a lot
of unwelcome attention from the local
Avocets. The number of Heath
Fritillaries in Belfairs Woods peaked this
year at just eight on the 5th. It is
sobering to think that 333 were counted
here in 2010. It is the same story at
nearby Daws Heath where there was a
peak of eleven on the 11th compared
with 500 in 2009. It seems the
transitional habitat they require is no
longer being maintained for them. The
Long-eared Owl in the east showed
well most evenings from the 5th to the
18th. Hadleigh Downs produced some
interesting records on the 8th with an
Osprey heading south, a very early
Marbled White and two Painted Ladies.
Another Painted Lady was seen the
same day at Landwick. From the 10th
onwards reports of Water Voles seemed
numerous with 1-2 seen at seven sites.

The first White-letter Hairstreaks of the
summer were recorded on Benfleet
Downs on the 11th as was a Silver-
washed Fritillary, the third confirmed
local record in the last four years. A Red
Kite over Bowers Marsh on the 11th was
not unsurprisingly the first of only two
records this month. A pair of Garganey
was seen on Pitsea Marsh on the 12th
before furtively retreating back into the
reedbed. After just two spring records of
single birds, Little Ringed Plover
surprised everyone at Bowers Marsh on
the 13th when a pair of adults was
proudly showing off their two juveniles.
The first White Admiral this year was
predictably found in Belfairs Woods on
the 13th with the first two Purple
Hairstreaks seen the following day on
Benfleet Downs. Tawny Owls were
more obvious this month with three
singles noted from the 15th onwards at
Rayleigh Mount, Loftmans Corner, and
Canewdon. A pair of Stonechats was
showing along Benfleet Creek from the
20th to the 25th. The first returning
Common Sandpiper was at Lower
Raypits on the 21st. A peak count of
twelve White Admirals was made in
Belfairs Woods on the 21st but the
highlight was seeing the Dormouse
which was live-trapped by the licensed
field researchers. A pristine Painted
Lady was on Wallasea on the 21st when
White-letter Hairstreaks peaked at a
respectable 27 on Benfleet Downs.
Marbled Whites had increased to 40
along Benfleet Creek on the 24th. The
27th produced records of two juvenile
Coal Tits in a Benfleet garden and two
calling juvenile Long-eared Owls at the
site in the east where an adult had been
present since 31st May. The following
day a family group of Stonechats at
Bowers marsh also included two

juveniles whilst a Green Sandpiper
there the same day was the first
returning bird of the autumn. The
second Red Kite of the month was
reported west over Leigh on the 29th.
The pair of Garganey on Pitsea Marsh
continued to play hide and seek on the
30th but this time five birds were
counted of which 3-4 were considered
juveniles.

July
A Treecreeper present in Belfairs
Woods on the 2nd along with two White
Admirals was notable. The Long-eared
Owls in the east showed again each
evening from the 2nd to the 11th where
to great delight their number of juveniles
had increased to three. Two Purple
Hairstreaks and a White Admiral
delighted in Hockley Woods on the 4th.
A north-west wind coupled with rain
saw the ever optimistic seawatchers
venture out for the first time this autumn
at Canvey. Modest rewards came with
an impressive July count of 259 Gannets
which were escorted by three Great
Skuas and three Little Terns whilst a
Siskin over Gunners Park was arguably
less expected. A single Dark-bellied
Brent Goose was loafing around Two
Tree Island on the 11th and 12th. A
Spoonbill was seen to fly in to Bowers
Marsh from Wat Tyler C.P. on the 11th.
Optimum water levels attracted good
numbers of waders to Vange Marsh from
the 11th to the 16th. Pick of the bunch
was a Wood Sandpiper which
remained to the 19th but other
highlights included twelve Little Ringed
Plovers, twelve Spotted Redshanks, 15
Green Sandpipers, and seven Common
Sandpipers. A Garganey was also
found there hiding among the Teal on
the 11th. A Hummingbird Hawkmoth in

Tree Sparrows by
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a Benfleet garden on the 15th was the
first of the year and the only sighting this
month. A small arrival of Painted Ladies
was noticeable from the 15th through to
the end of the month when nine singles
were seen at eight sites. The Spoonbill
on Bowers Marsh reappeared on the
16th before promptly disappearing once
more, perhaps across the Thames to
Cliffe, and the family party of Garganey
still numbered five and were present
through to the 21st. It was pleasing to
note a family of Turtle Doves at
Landwick on the 16th included two
adults and 3-4 juveniles. The woodland
at Daws Heath provided the last two
Purple Hairstreaks of the summer on the
17th as well as a live-trapped Yellow-
necked Mouse, the first ever definite
SOG record. A flock of six Ruff on the
saline lagoon at Bowers Marsh on the
19th were further evidence that return
wader passage was gaining momentum.
An all too brief Great White Egret spent
five minutes on Pitsea marsh on the 20th
before relocating to the Wat Tyler C.P.
scrape where it spent just thirty minutes
before flying off west. The first Arctic
Skua of the autumn was harassing terns
off Wakering Stairs on the 22nd.
Clouded Yellows were noted on
Wallasea on the 27th and Bowers Marsh
on the 29th where the first Wheatear of
the autumn was also logged. The
mudflats off Canvey Point attracted a
Little Stint on the 29th, the first of the
year. A Cuckoo and a Willow Warbler
in Gunners Park on the 30th indicated
that autumn would soon be upon us.

August
Following on from last month’s first ever
record, another Yellow-necked Mouse
was trapped in Daws Heath on the 2nd.
A female Red-crested Pochard was a
good find at Wat Tyler C.P. on the 2nd. It
remained on the scrape through to the
8th and was the first local record since
February 2012. A juvenile Garganey on
Vange Marsh on the 3rd was surprisingly
the last sighting of the year. A Spoonbill
was reported flying over Canvey Way
towards Bowers Marsh on the 4th and
was probably the Cliffe bird on another
day trip. A new high count of at least
eight Porpoise was made from Canvey
Point on the 8th indicating the
continuing improvement in the water
quality of the lower Thames. A Long-
eared Owl at dusk on Bowers Marsh on
the 9th was the first site record of this
secretive species. A Painted Lady in
Eastwood on the 11th was the first of
five singles seen over the next two
weeks across the area. Following the
recent collapse and extinction of
Nuthatch in Hockley Woods, it was
interesting to receive a report of one in
sub-optimal habitat near Rayleigh on the
14th which is apparently the first record
here in over forty years. There was a

tantalising record of a Glossy Ibis flying
over Canvey Way towards Bowers
Marsh on the 14th, but despite searching
it could not be relocated. Passerine
migration picked up momentum from
the 15th when the first Redstart of the
autumn was found at Barling with
another the following day in Gunners
Park along with the first Spotted
Flycatcher, a fall of fifteen Willow
Warblers, and six Clouded Yellows. The
first Whinchat was also scored on the
16th with a single at Bowers Marsh. A
female Mandarin in Friars Park on the
17th was unexpected for this time of
year and was the first record since
January 2013. A Spotted Flycatcher was
noted at Coombe Wood on the 19th, the
same day that a new bird arrived in
Gunners Park where it remained until
the 21st. Bowers Marsh hosted eight
Green Sandpipers, four Whinchats and
five Stonechats on the 21st. On the 23rd
on the adjacent Pitsea Tip there were 50
Yellow-legged Gulls, four Caspian
Gulls, ten Whinchats, and seven
Stonechats. Gunners Park hosted a peak
count of six Wheatears on the 23rd and
a Spotted Flycatcher, with a further two
Spotted Flycatchers on Canvey Wick
the same day. Vange Marsh was quiet on
the 24th with just a smart White Wagtail
and the ever present Snow Goose
recorded. Fulmar was logged off the
Pier and Gunners Park on the 25th,
these being the first records this year. In
what was a poor autumn for seabird
passage the Thames had a good day on
the 26th with 15 Common Scoter, 26
Arctic Skuas, 17 Great Skuas, a Little
Gull, six Arctic Terns, 17 Black Terns
and a Spoonbill which crossed to Cliffe
all logged off Canvey, whilst a Sooty
Shearwater passed by Gunners Park. A
Little Stint dropped in on Vange Marsh
late on the 26th with four present there
the next day. There was a report of a
Sabine’s Gull and a Merlin off Canvey
on the 27th. A Redstart was reported on
West Canvey on the 27th with two seen
there the following day. Numbers of
Little Egrets on Two Tree Island broke
all records with a staggering 246
counted on the 28th. Another Spotted
Flycatcher dropped in at Coombe
Wood on the 29th. There was a very
impressive count of seventy Yellow
Wagtails on Lower Raypits on the 30th
when Vange Marsh hosted nine Spotted
Redshanks. The following day, Vange
Marsh held good numbers of waders
with the four Little Stints still present
along with nine Little Ringed Plovers,
eight Ruff, seven Green Sandpipers,
and five Common Sandpipers.
Passerines also continued to pass
through on the 31st with a Redstart and
two Spotted Flycatchers in Gunners
Park and another Spotted Flycatcher at
Star Lane Pits.

September
A Coal Tit was noted again in Coombe
Wood on the 1st but the Wryneck in
Gunners Park on the 1st was
considerably more appreciated. The
Wryneck remained through to the 7th
and was typically elusive but eventually
allowed everyone to connect. Also
present in Gunners Park on the 1st were
three Whinchats and the Redstart
which had been found the previous day.
An adult Little Stint was present on
Canvey Point on the 1st but was soon
replaced by a juvenile the following day
along with the first three Curlew
Sandpipers of the year. A Tree Sparrow
was a good find in Gunners Park on the
2nd and continues this species’ slow
revival with records almost annual now
since 2008. An Osprey was fishing in the
Roach at Paglesham on the 5th but was
surprisingly the only autumn record this
year with no lingering bird at Wakering
Stairs for the last two years. A Red-
backed Shrike on Benfleet Downs on
the 5th eluded everyone except the
finder. Two Little Stints were on Vange
Marsh on the 6th along with another on
Canvey Point whilst a Curlew
Sandpiper was a surprise find around
the lake in Gunners Park. The nearby
bushes in Gunners Park hosted a
respectable four Spotted Flycatchers
and two Pied Flycatchers on the 6th.
The Spotted Flycatchers remained until
the 9th whereas one Pied Flycatcher
lingered until the 11th. Wheatear
reached a peak of six again this month
in Gunners Park. Curlew Sandpipers
began using the Two Tree Island lagoon
as a high tide roost with a single on the
7th increasing to five on the 11th and
singles infrequently through to the 26th.
Both Glossy Ibis and Great White Egret
were reported as roosting at Wat Tyler
C.P. on the 8th. The Glossy Ibis was
subsequently present daily in the roost
throughout the month whereas the
Great White Egret was not seen again
until later in the month. A twitchable
Tree Pipit was located in the long grass
in Gunners Park on the 8th where it
remained through to the 11th. A Weasel
relocating its five kits in Gunners Park on
the 8th must have been a magical sight.
Greenshank numbers climbed to 58 on
the lagoon at Two Tree Island on the 8th
and two Spotted Flycatchers were seen
at Bowers Marsh. Five Black Terns off
Canvey Point on the 12th were the last
of the year and doubled the number
seen this month. A sprinkling of waders
were present on the 13th when five Ruff
and three Little Ringed Plovers were
present on Bowers Marsh with a further
five Ruff on Vange Marsh along with six
Green Sandpipers and a Spotted
Redshank. The first flock of Dark-
bellied Brent Geese arrived off Two
Tree Island on the 13th, a couple of days
earlier than usual. During the 13th and
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14th a small movement of Honey
Buzzards passed through with birds
reported from Leigh, Vange Marsh,
Wakering, and South Benfleet. In what
continued to be a dreadful autumn for
seawatching, the 14th was the only day
this month that witnessed any
movement of note. Highlights off Canvey
were a Fulmar, 11 Arctic Skuas, three
Great Skuas, three Guillemots, and two
Porpoise. A Little Stint arrived on
Bowers Marsh on the 14th and
remained until the 18th; it was joined by
two others on the 17th. A Muntjac in
Daws Heath wood on the 14th was
notable. A Garden Warbler was a good
find in Gunners Park on the 15th; it
remained until the 19th and was the
only one of the autumn and just the
second one of the year. The Glossy Ibis
which was now appearing daily at the
Wat Tyler C.P. roost made a rare sojourn
to Vange Marsh on the 16th whereas
later that day at the roost, the more
diligent observers counted an
impressive 135 Little Egrets. A Barred
Warbler was an excellent find in
Gunners Park on the 18th and
predictably proved extremely popular
given that it was the first in the area for
twenty three years. It performed well at
times and remained until the 21st. Also
present in Gunners Park on the 18th was
a Tree Pipit and five Wall butterflies,
while a fine adult male Redstart was on
Two Tree Island. An acro hopping
around in an apple tree in a suburban
garden in Eastwood on the 19th proved
to be nothing more than a rather late
and wayward Reed Warbler. A Water
Vole at Fleet Head on the 19th was
interesting and the first here for at least
fifteen years. The Great White Egret
became more reliable at Wat Tyler C.P.
from the 20th onwards and was joined
by a second bird on the 25th and 26th.
After a break of eleven days another
Spotted Flycatcher arrived in Gunners
Park on the 20th where it remained until
the 21st with the final bird of the year
reported from Sutton on the 22nd.
Gunners Park remained productive on
the 21st with the aforementioned
Spotted Flycatcher, another Tree Pipit,
a Redstart, a Wheatear, and the only
two Siskins of the month. Green
Sandpipers enjoyed their last hurrah on
the 22nd with five at Wat Tyler C.P. and
seven at Bowers Marsh where Clouded
Yellow, Wall butterfly, and the month’s
only Painted Lady were all also noted;
three Wheatears still lingered there the
following day. There was ‘a bit of a
circus’ on Wallasea on the 23rd when
two ringtail harriers arrived. Initial
observations suggested at least one was
a Montagu’s Harrier however arriving
birders were greeted by two Hen
Harriers. After cross referencing notes
and timings it appears that a Montagu’s
Harrier arrived with a Hen Harrier but

soon moved on after a second Hen
Harrier arrived on the scene. Adding to
the excitement was the first Short-eared
Owl of the autumn which put in a late
appearance as the ‘circus goers’
departed. The Short-eared Owl
remained until the end of the month
and was joined by a Merlin from the
26th onwards. Whinchats still lingered
with a bird on Two Tree Island on the
27th and two at Bowers Marsh, and
Kingfishers became much more
widespread this month with birds at
Bowers Marsh, Gunners Park,
Hullbridge, Southchurch Park East, Two
Tree Island, Wallasea, and Wat Tyler C.P.
The 28th saw an explosion in Bearded
Tit numbers at Wat Tyler C.P. with 30-40
present in one large noisy flock.

October
A Water Vole in Barling Magna Wildlife
N.R. on the 2nd was a site first and an
adult Muntjac accompanying a fawn was
seen in Belfairs. Two Willow Emerald
Damselflies were still on the wing at Star
Lane pits on the 2nd as were an
impressive sixteen Clouded Yellows in
Gunners Park which included two
‘helice’ types’. Bird passage was
relatively quiet with two Siskins through
Gunners Park on the 2nd the highlight
along with a pair of Egyptian Geese
which dropped in to Wat Tyler C.P. the
same day and remained through to the
6th. A late Hobbywas still to be found
over the grazing marsh behind Wat Tyler
C.P. on the 3rd and 4th. Both the Glossy
Ibis and the Great White Egret behaved
themselves by roosting at Wat Tyler C.P.
on the 5th, 9th, and 10th. There was an
unconfirmed report of three Little Stints
on Bowers Marsh on the 5th where a
small immature grey goose was found
among the Greylag Geese on the 6th. It
was eventually identified as a Pink-
footed Goose, a surprisingly scarce
species locally; it remained on Bowers
Marsh until the 18th. A drake Mandarin
on Southchurch Park East on the 6th was
unexpected and was gone the next day.
A seawatch off Canvey on the 9th was
woefully quiet but did produce two
Fulmar, a species which has become
hard to come by in recent years. A report
of four Whinchats lingering at West
Canvey Marsh on the 9th was unusual
but not implausible given the strong
showing the autumn. Seawatching off
Canvey on the 12th and particularly the
13th was productive with the only
Pomarine Skuas of the autumn passing
through over the two days. The 12th
produced two Pomarine Skuas, four
Great Skuas, and three Arctic Skuas
whereas the 13th was the best day by far
of a dire seawatching autumn. Totals on
the 13th were 17 Gannets, six Scaup, a
Grey Phalarope, 15 Pomarine Skuas, 44
Great Skuas, 14 Little Gulls as well as
the last Common Tern and two Arctic

Terns of the year, and a Spoonbill
which flew south over the Thames.
Thrushes arrived on the 13th and 14th
starting with a handful of Redwings at
Rayleigh and Ashingdon followed the
next day by the only Fieldfare of the
month which was in Gunners Park, and
a small fall of Ring Ouzelswith two on
Two Tree Island, two in Gunners Park,
one at West Canvey Marsh, and one on
Bowers Marsh. Stonechats typically
became more numerous this month as
evidenced by an impressive eleven on
Bowers Marsh on the 15th. A Short-
eared Owlwas a good record for West
Canvey Marsh on the 16th when the first
Brambling of the year flew over
Gunners Park where an unseasonal
record count of 21 Clouded Yellows was
also made. The following day, the 17th,
witnessed diurnal finch passage in
Gunners Park with a further two
Bramblings, 400 Goldfinches, and 120
Linnets identified among the 800 finches
which passed through in 100 minutes.
The last Whinchat of the year was noted
at West Canvey Marsh on the 17th. A
report of two Rough-legged Buzzards
came from Wallasea on the 18th. Local
birders quickly identified, and
photographed, a very showy juvenile
Rough-legged Buzzard along with a
pale Common Buzzardwith a white
rump and pale tail base. The Rough-
legged Buzzardwas present until the
20th but not subsequently, despite
reports to the contrary – (EBR Editor
please note!). Keeping company with
the Rough-legged Buzzard on Wallasea
was the Merlinwhich now showed
daily, a ringtail Hen Harrier, and the last
Wheatear of the year which was present
on the 20th. The Great White Egret
roosted for the last time this month at
Wat Tyler C.P. on the 20th. A presumed
pair of Coal Titswere surviving in
Coombe Wood on the 20th and 21st. As
the last vestiges of summer drew to a
close and winter began, the last two
House Martinswere reported over
Ashingdon on the 21st a full three weeks
after any other records, the first two Red-
throated Divers flew upriver past
Canvey on the 23rd, and the last Sand
Martinswere over Boyce Hill on the
24th. Short-eared Owls arrived from the
24th to the 31st with singles on Bowers
Marsh and Two Tree Island and three on
Wallasea. The 26th saw four Siskins over
Wallasea and two over Wakering Stairs
with this species being unusually scarce
this autumn. The Hen Harrier on
Wallasea was joined by a second ringtail
on the 27th with both birds showing
daily through into November at least. A
report of three Swallows over Two Tree
Island on the 28th constituted the final
sighting of this species and three Painted
Lady butterflies were still enjoying the
sunshine at Wallasea on the 30th as
were three Red Admirals and two
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Clouded Yellows. The month drew to a
close with a fine male Black Redstart
briefly in Gunners Park on the 31st which
was remarkably the first of the year.

May
A female Marsh Harrier at Wat Tyler on
the 2nd was in addition to four
Oystercatchers, two Common Terns, a
male Cuckoo and seven Bearded Tits.
The last two species were recorded
regularly throughout the month, with
two Cuckoos on several dates and three
on the 24th; the highest count of
Bearded Tits was 12, also on the 24th.
All records came from the area of
Reedbed viewable from the Green
Centre hide. Six Bearded Tits were at
Vange on the 4th, with a Little-ringed
Plover also present.
Kestrel and Greenshank were seen

at Wat Tyler on the 5th; also present
were Hairy Dragonfly, Large Red and
Azure Damselflies, a female Brimstone,
Orange Tip, Peacock and Red Admiral.
A Kestrel was also at Vange Marsh on
this date in addition to Sparrowhawk,
Cuckoo, four Common Terns, a
Greenshank, Nightingale, four+
Bearded Tits, a male Brimstone and
two Hairy Dragonflies.
A Buzzard was seen at Wat Tyler on

the 6th, with four Common Terns and a
sprinkling of Swifts, House Martins and
Swallows on the 9th while 25 Swifts
were noted on the 11th. Next day there
were five Common Terns, a Marsh
Harrier and four Shoveler (three males
and a female), Marsh Harrier and
Turtle Dove on the 14th and a Water
Rail on the 15th. Common Terns
numbered four again on the 17th with
50 Swifts, Turtle Dove and male and
female Marsh Harriers on the 24th.
Next day Vange Marsh held 15

Gadwall, eight Pochard, two Buzzards,
a female Marsh Harrier,
Sparrowhawk, Hobby, two Little-
ringed Plovers, a male Cuckoo, Lesser
Whitethroat, at least five Bearded Tits
(including a pair with two young), six
Goldfinch and eight Reed Buntings
(pair with nest and six singing males).
Four male Common Blue butterflies and
a pristine male Hairy Dragonfly were
also noted. Odonata were a feature at
Wat Tyler on this date: Hairy Dragonfly,
three Four-Spotted Chasers, two Broad-
bodied Chasers, Common Blue,
Blue-tailed and Large Red Damselflies.

Kestrel and Holly Blue were of note.
Two Marsh Harriers were seen at

Wat Tyler again on the 30th as were two
Peregrines; a Water Rail was heard
calling. Spotted Redshank, Green
Sandpiper and Turtle Dove were
reported from Vange on the 31st.

June
A pair of Garganey were a good find at
Wat Tyler on the 6th, with a male Shoveler
also present. Cuckoo and Bearded Tit
were noted while Vange Marsh held six
Lapwings, singles of Oystercatcher and
Avocet, two Little Egret and at least seven
Common Blue butterflies.
Next day at Wat Tyler there were a

Peregrine, Sparrowhawk, three Lesser
Whitethroats, seven Common
Whitethroats (pair + five singing
males), a Cuckoo and at least four
Bearded Tits. One or two (male and
female) of the former were recorded
regularly until at least the 20th while the
latter were also recorded all month, still
showing well in front of the Green
Centre hide; at least 6 on the 9th was
the highest number reported. Also noted
on the 7th were at least eight Four-
Spotted Chaser and six Broad-bodied
Chaser Dragonflies; butterflies seen on
this date were: Common Blue, Holly
Blue, Large Skipper, Speckled Wood
and Small Tortoiseshell.
Marsh Harrier and Hobby were seen

on the 9th, as was a Turtle Dove; a Red
Kite was reported from Bowers Marsh
on the 11th. Marsh Harrier and Turtle
Dove were again at Wat Tyler on the
13th as were three Oystercatchers and
three Lapwings; Common birds seen
included Swallow, Reed Warbler,
Goldfinch and Greenfinch. A
Peregrine was noted next day, when a
pair of Great-crested Grebes had five
young; there were two broods of Little
Grebe, one of three and one of four.
Two broods of Little Grebeswere still

apparent on the 20th while the young
Great-crested Grebes appeared to have
been reduced to three. An adult Moorhen
has four young in tow and other records
included Peregrine, two Grey Wagtails
and at least 17 Long-tailed Tits.
At Vange on the 24th were ten Mute

Swans (a pair + eight cygnets), 18 Little
Egrets, six Grey Herons, 20 Lapwings,
a Black-tailed Godwit, Curlew, four
Spotted Redshanks, two Common
Redshanks and a Green Sandpiper.
Butterflies at Bowers Marsh on the

28th included 100+ Marbled Whites and
50+ Ringlets.

July
Bearded Tits featured on the 1st and
continued to do so throughout the
month, with at least five juveniles
present in front of the Green Centre Hide
on the 18th. A Hobbywas noted on the
1st, with Peregrine and Marsh Harrier

on the 2nd. A Green Sandpiper was also
here on this date while Vange on the 4th
saw ten Mute Swans (a pair and eight
cygnets), 20 Teal, 12 Little Egrets, ten
Grey Herons, 40 Lapwings, two Little-
ringed Plover 30 Black-tailed Godwits
and five Greenshanks. Next day ten
Little Egrets and a Marsh Harrierwere
noted at Wat Tyler. A Kingfisher was
seen at Wat Tyler on the 8th and a Marsh
Harrier on the 9th; on which date Vange
Marsh held 24 Little Egrets, nine
Greenshanks, 29 Common Redshanks,
5 Spotted Redshanks, three Common
Sandpipers, five Green Sandpipers, 40
Lapwings, 20 Curlews, 24 Black-tailed
Godwits, three Little-ringed Plovers
and 26 Avocets. Other species included
Bearded Tit, Water Rail, ten Goldfinch
and 20 House Sparrows.
A Spoonbill was seen from Wat Tyler

on the 11th with Kestrel, Hobby and
160 Coots also noted. Kestrel and
Sparrowhawk were seen at Vange
Marsh when there were 75 Lapwings, 11
Black-tailed Godwits, 23 Avocets, three
Little-ringed Plovers, three Spotted
Redshanks and 21 Greenshanks; at
least six Bearded Tits a pair with two
juveniles and a male Reed Bunting was
noted carrying food. Many Swallows
and Sand Martins were present as were
four Common Terns.
A Greenshank was at Wat Tyler on

the 17th where, next day, there was a
Marsh Harrier, three Common Terns
and 20 Black-tailed Godwits (over
Bowers Marsh). Butterflies included
Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Peacock and at
least four Red Admirals while one or
two Southern Migrant Hawker
Dragonflies were also seen.
At Vange Marsh on the 18th were

three Little-ringed Plover, two Dunlin,
a Ruff, 15 Black-tailed Godwits, nine
Spotted Redshanks, five Common
Redshanks, 30 Lapwings, two
Greenshank and two Wood
Sandpipers. A Great-white Egret was
reported from Wat Tyler on the 20th,
with three Peregrines on the 21st.
Back at Vange on the 23rd, 89 Black-

tailed Godwits were present with
singles of Spotted Redshank and
Greenshank, three each of Avocet,
Curlew and Common Sandpiper and 60
Lapwings. Eclipsed wildfowl included
ten Gadwall and two Pintails. A Hobby
was noted from Wat Tyler on the 27th.

August
Wat Tyler on the 2nd saw 338 Coots
scattered around the scrape; two days
later there were 45 Little Egrets and a
brood of Red-crested Pochards.
A Marsh Harrier featured on the 6th,

with two Black-tailed Godwits on the
10th. A Marsh Harrier was again seen on
the 14th as was a juvenile Cuckoo. Vange
Marsh on this date held three
Greenshank, two Common Sandpiper,
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three Snipe, three Little-ringed Plover,
150+ Lapwing, 14 Curlew, 12 Black-tailed
Godwit and 14 Common Redshank.
Back at Wat Tyler on the 16th there

were Peregrine, Kestrel, Marsh
Harrier, 260+ Coot and two juvenile
Bearded Tits. Dragonflies comprised
Southern Hawker, Migrant Hawker,
Common Darter and Ruddy Darter.
Vange held Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, 200
Lapwing, 11 Curlew, two Little-ringed
Plover and a Wheatear.
A male Marsh Harrier was noted at

Wat Tyler on the 22nd, with
Sparrowhawk, Kestrel 100+ Sand
Martins and at least two Bearded Tits.
A Kingfisher at Vange Marsh on the

26th was followed next day by 14
Greenshank, 35 Common Redshank,
two Spotted Redshank, three Common
Sandpiper, two Snipe, three Little-
ringed Plover, four Black-tailed
Godwit, 150 Lapwing and another
Kingfisher. A ring tailed Hen Harrier
was reported from Bowers Marsh.
Heading towards the end of the

month on the 29th two Marsh Harriers,
a male and female, were seen at Wat
Tyler; in addition there were
Sparrowhawk, three Ruff, a Black-
tailed Godwit and 100 hirundines, a
mix of Sand Martins and Swallows.

September
Fourteen Little Grebes, reported from
Wat Tyler on the 1st, was a good count.
Next day there were two Marsh
Harriers (male and female), Peregrine,
Kestrel and 116 Canada Geese. Marsh
Harriers continued to be seen
throughout the month, usually one to
two birds but with three on the 12th.
Two Buzzards noted on the 8th were

in addition to Kingfisher and Black-

tailed Godwit. Also on this date a
Glossy Ibis and a Great White Egret
joined the Little Egret roost close to
Wat Tyler’s scrape. These featured
regularly all month, with two of the
latter species on the 26th. Little Egret
numbered at least 50. A Hobby was
noted on the 12th.
The Glossy Ibis was reported from

Vange Marsh on the 16th where there
were also two Ruff, 20 Common
Redshank, two Spotted Redshank, two
Greenshank, one Common Sandpiper,
one Green Sandpiper, 25 Snipe, 20
Avocet, 200 Lapwing, six Curlew and
ten Black-tailed Godwit.
Five Snipewere seen at Wat Tyler on

the 19th as were 40+ Swallow and a
Hobby. Another Hobbywas here next
day, with Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, two
Marsh Harrier and two Buzzards. At least
two Water Rails could be heard calling.
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel also

featured at Vange Marsh on this date
along with Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail, 13
Avocet, 12 Black-tailed Godwit, 12+
Snipe, 230 Lapwing, two Ruff and two
Green Sandpiper.
Kingfisher and Grey Wagtail were

notable again on the 22nd, this time
from Wat Tyler; two Water Rail, two
Snipe and two Bearded Tits were here
too. Two days later an impressive 30-40
Bearded Tits were reported from Wat
Tyler while two Kingfishers were
reported on the 29th.

October
The Glossy Ibis and one of the Great
White Egrets from September
continued to feature regularly until the
10th at least, keeping company with 50
roosting Little Egrets.
Peregrine and Kestrel were seen on the

2nd, with a Kingfisher, two Egyptian
Geese and 29 Bearded Tits. Next day there
were three Marsh Harriers, a Hobby and
a Sparrowhawk in addition to 21 Mute
Swans, growing numbers of Shoveler,
Teal and Wigeon, two+ Water Rails, 20+
Snipe, a Ruff, a Green Sandpiper,
Kingfisher, three Grey Wagtails and five
Swallows. Migrant Hawker Dragonflies
were still on the wing; they could be
encountered for most of the month.
Three Marsh Harriers and two

Egyptian Geese were seen again on the
5th- the Geese were reported several
times over the next few days and Marsh
Harrier continued to appear until the
months end, with 2 males reported on
the 7th and a female and 2 juveniles on
the 11th; although the highest number
seen at any one time was 4, on the 28th.
Two Grey Wagtails were present on the
6th, rising to 4 on the 7th when 13
Swallows were also noted. Four Grey
Wagtails were seen again on the 10th.
Besides the Marsh Harriers already

mentioned, the 11th saw a Peregrine,
Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and two
Kestrels present along with Kingfisher,
14+ Snipe, 20 Common Redshank, 14
Black-tailed Godwits and two Curlews.
82 Gadwalls were counted on the
scrape and at least one Water Rail
called nearby. A Kingfisher was seen
again on the 14th while Vange Marsh on
the 18th held six Curlew, four Green
Sandpipers and a Stonechat. One of the
Marsh Harriers also put in an
appearance here. Little Grebes
numbered 14 on the 25th, with two
Water Rails and six Black-tailed
Godwits. Two Sparrowhawks, Kestrel
and Peregrine were noted.

Garganey by DD

(Unkown)
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