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Dear Essex Birders
With the clocks changed and darker evenings on the way, birding now focuses on winter migrants that visit 
the County such as Redwing, Fieldfare and with a little luck, Waxwing. Keep those eyes peeled on berry-laden 
bushes in gardens and supermarkets. Happy Birding!

Steve

Society Events for November
Indoor Meeting

WILDLIFE of EASTERN EUROPE - Friday 2nd November 2018
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.

Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door.  
Refreshments served during interval. ‘Free’ car parking on site or one minute away next to the County Hotel.

’Swallow Birding’ tour guide Steve Grimwade takes us on a fantastic journey through 
Poland, Hungary, Belarus and Bulgaria showcasing the amazing variety 
of Birds, Butterflies & Flowers of this unspoilt region. Not to be missed!

Field Trip

OARE MARSHES KWT RESERVE - Sunday 11th November 2018
For more details and to reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00).

Coach trips commences from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel) at 07:15 for 07:30, unless stated otherwise, 
with pick-ups at Shenfield High School at 07:45 and Oak Public House, Grays at 08:00.

There is a large ’free‘ car park next to the County Hotel in Chelmsford.

Overlooking the Swale estuary towards the Isle of Sheppey, we will be looking for Merlin, 
Marsh Harrier and Sparrowhawk plus winter waders and wildfowl. A great day out!

White Pelican Merlin
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October - Bird of the Month
Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica
Wanstead Flats    17th-20th October 2018
Discovered by local patch birder Nick Croft, this 
rare species delighted hundreds of observers 
during its 4 day stay.
Just goes to show that if you put the time in on 
your local patch, there are rewards to be had!
This was the 2nd record for the County following 
one on the Dengie coast in September 1966.

Rustic Bunting by Jim Hume

October Field Trip Report - 
 The Naze & Holland Haven - Sunday 21st October 2018

33 people met for our October field trip to northeast Essex in glorious sunshine and blue skies. It wasn’t exactly the best weather 
for bird migration but at least it was warm and dry!
A couple of LESSER REDPOLL flew in off the sea as we congregated around the Naze Tower and were a good start to the day.
During the next hour or so we made our way slowly around the well-vegetated southern part of the reserve, where good 
numbers of finches were seen including more LESSER REDPOLLS, CHAFFINCHES, GOLDFINCHES and a few a GREENFINCH and 
GOLDCRESTS were evident by the high-pitched calls and some gave us all good views.
The warm sunshine encouraged RED ADMIRAL, SPECKLED WOOD and a CLOUDED YELLOW BUTTERFLY which were all good to 
see late in the season. At the John Weston reserve we met ex-Society President Simon Cox and his wife Pat who had spent the 
morning ringing. Everyone was enthralled as they explained the ringing process to those who hadn’t seen it before. We also saw 
Simon ringing a BLUE TIT, GREAT TIT and ROBIN.
After this we headed to the beach where a small flock of SANDERLING, RINGED PLOVER and TURNSTONE fed until they were 
flushed by an unruly dog! A gaggle of BRENT GEESE were seen including at least eight juveniles which was great after the past 
few years being a poor breeding season. We headed up to the cafes for a welcome cuppa and for some a spot of lunch.
Afterwards, 20 of us drove the short distance to Holland Haven where we explored this excellent area. A couple of MEDITERRANEAN 
GULLS drifted past the esplanade as we walked northwards. Some time was spent in and around the hide which was a tight 
squeeze, but despite this we found 17 SNIPE, BLACK-TAILED GODWITS and lots of HERRING GULLS. A female SPARROWHAWK 
caught a MOORHEN close to the hide and a COMMON BUZZARD perched on top of a bush.
As we were about to leave, Gerry Johnson spotted a SHORT-EARED OWL that gave stunning views as it flew in front of us 
leaving us all open mouthed with amazement. With time knocking on, we checked the area around the sewage works where we 
investigated some strange calls. Imagine our surprise when an ALEXANDRINE PARAKEET flew out of some Leylandii and made 
several flybys before heading back! Interestingly another had been seen at Bawdsey in South Suffolk just the week before, so 
perhaps they escaped from the same aviary! At around 4.45pm we headed off after what had been a very successful day.
Steve Grimwade

Short-eared Owl
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EBwS Bird Records
Thank you for adding all your bird sightings on our website - www.ebws.org.uk 
Your contributions are really valuable as they help to build our knowledge of the birds of Essex which supports our 
conservation work. You can view these sightings on our website at the address above and by following us at:

Essex Birdwatching Society @EssexBirdNews

Wader Conservation World Watch 2018
3rd and/or 4th November 2018

Taking part is easy:
Go out and see waders/shorebirds wherever you are in the world.
Send Waderquest an email telling us what you have seen and where.
Look for your birds on the species list and your name on the roll-of-
honour on the Waderquest website.
You will receive a Wader Quest Special Edition WCWW e-newsletter 
emailed to you with all the results, a species list and the roll-of-honour.

http://www.waderquest.net/wader-conservation-world-watch/

Featured Local Wildlife Group Events 
Chelmsford RSPB Group - All About Swifts
Thursday 8th November 2018
Location: Northumberland Theatre, Writtle University College, Lordship 
Road, Writtle (Across the road from the main college building, to the 
right of the Wilkins Tea Room & Shop).
See Lordship Campus (building no.2) via:-
http://writtle.ac.uk/pdfs/5/Writtle%20University%20College%20
Campus%20Maps.pdf

Ample free parking adjacent to the theatre. Access is at ground level.  
All welcome. Postcode: CM1 3RP (Google map)
Dick Newell of Action for Swifts www.actionforswifts.blogspot.com 
will present this talk.
Action for Swifts, awarded a Marsh Award for “innovative 
ornithology” in 2016, is a voluntary organisation working to 
reverse the decline of Swifts. Dick will tell us much about Swifts, 
their lifestyle, migrations and the problems they face in the 
modern world, as well as what can be done to help them.
Time: 8.00pm - 9.50pm (with interval)
Price: £3.50

Telephone: 01245 471576
E-mail: suem@idnet.com
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If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society
please email “unsubscribe” to essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com

Essex Field Club
Annual Exhibition and Social 

Saturday 1st December 2018 11am - 4pm

The Essex Birdwatching Society will be taking our stand to the 
biggest meeting of the year for the Essex Field Club! 
Put the date in your diary now!
This is the event when different naturalists, natural history and 
wildlife groups and organisations can showcase what they 
have been up to in the county in the previous year. It is a great 
opportunity to see what the members, groups, related societies and 
clubs are doing, and to meet friends, old and new. If you are one of 
the many people who only know a few other members, here is your 
chance to meet lots more. Bring your own friends too; everyone is 
welcome whether members or not. There is food and drink to help 
the afternoon along. Most of the Club’s Recorders will be present, 
and other experts, so if you have bits and pieces that you would like 
identified, do bring them along. And it is all free! 

The venue will be in the Carstairs Room at the Green Centre, at Wat 
Tyler Country Park, Pitsea Hall Lane, Pitsea, Basildon, Essex SS16 4UH

Why we need your help
Are there Tawny Owls calling in your area?  By listening out for them in your 
garden or nearby green space you could help us to understand their calling 
behaviour and distribution, and to discover the impact of urbanisation and 
artificial lighting. 
We need your help, whether you usually hear Tawny Owls or not. Knowing 
where owls can’t be heard is just as valuable as knowing where they can be 
heard.
It takes just 20 minutes
It’s easy to take part - just listen for 20 minutes during at least one evening 
between now and 31 March 2019. You can listen from your garden, local 
park or woodland. You can even listen whilst lying in bed with the window 
open! All information is valuable, even zero counts (you’ll be a #zerohero!).
If you enjoy taking part you can repeat your survey in subsequent weeks. 
The more weeks that you can listen the better, but you can do as many or as 
few weeks as you are able. Gaps between weeks don’t matter.
You can listen for their familiar ‘hooting’ and ‘kee-wick’ calls any time 
between sunset and midnight. All we ask is that you tell us the date, start 
time of your survey, an estimate of cloud cover and importantly whether or 
not you hear an owl. If you hear a Tawny Owl at another time of the week 
outside the survey period you will also be able to record this. You record 
your weekly results online.
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-
calling-survey/about-tawny-owl-calling-survey

Tawny Owl - BTO/Howard Stockdale

BTO Calling Tawny Owl Survey


