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Dear Essex Birders
Winter birding in the County is kicking off with some great species being recorded at many top birding sites 
recently including Pallas’s Warbler, Great White Egret and Pink-footed Geese. Visit www.ebws.org.uk to keep 
up to date with sightings. Happy Birding!

Steve

Society Events for December
Indoor Meeting

WILDLIFE of CUBA - Friday 7th December 2018
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.

Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door.  
Refreshments served during interval (bring your own cup to save plastic!).  

‘Free’ car parking on site or one minute away next to the County Hotel.

Graham Ekins takes us to the amazing island of Cuba with an incredible variety of endemic 
birds, reptiles and insects, showcasing fabulous reserves from the forested areas to the 

beaches and mangroves. Giant Kingbird, Bare-legged Owl, Tawny-shouldered Blackbird, 
Cuban Nightjar, Blue-headed Quail-dove will all feature. Highly recommended!

Field Trip (Non-coach)
THAMESIDE EWT NATURE PARK - Sunday 9th December 2018

‘Free’ event. Meet in the Essex Wildlife Trust car park at 09:00. Postcode SS17 0RN

Located on the Thames estuary, with its varied habitats, many winter visitors, 
raptors, waders and wildfowl. Hot drinks and food served in the warm centre.

Cuban Trogon by Graham Ekins Brent Geese by Steve Grimwade
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November - Bird of the Month
Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus
The Naze    31st October - 2nd November 2018
The 8th County record of Dusky Warbler was 
well-found by Darrell Stile at The Naze and was 
enjoyed by lots of visiting birders throughout its 
stay.  Thanks to Chris Poole for the image.

Dusky Warbler by Chris Poole

November Field Trip Report - 
 Oare Marshes KWT Reserve - Sunday 11th November 2018
A fantastic day was spent at this Kent Wildlife Trust Reserve bordering the River Swale close to the town of Faversham. The group 
of 35 took the Saxon Shore Way alongside Oare Creek. A Marsh Harrier drifted over and a Common Buzzard perched in an old 
willow whilst Redwing, Fieldfare and Jay were in adjacent hedgerows.
A Grey Wagtail flew over a nearby boatyard and as we walked north, a group of three Greenshank were seen feeding as the tide 
came in. Small groups of Meadow Pipits were noted and along the edge of the saltmarsh we located a superb Water Pipit which 
was soon joined by another bird.
A Rock Pipit of the Scandinavian race littoralis also dropped in which gave us good comparisons between the two similar species. 
Over on Nagden Marshes were a group of around 50 Corn Bunting plus thousands of Starlings, no doubt spooked by the male 
Peregrine Falcon perched on a pylon nearby. 
As the tide got higher, lots of waders moved off the Swale and onto the East Flood on Oare Marshes and included a nice group 
of Ruff plus a single Spotted Redshank. The majority of species were Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwits, Lapwing and Redshank plus a 
small group of Avocet thrown in for good measure.
Lunch was enjoyed in the sunshine by the seawall hide and from here we watched several Marsh Harriers hunting over on the 
Isle of Sheppey and Matt Turner did well to pick out a Short-eared Owl over near Shellness.
A surprise find was a single Raven which was first seen on Sheppey and luckily for us, it flew south over the Swale towards Uplees. 
Delighted by this, we moved on and spent a very enjoyable hour or so watching hundreds of waders roosting on the East Flood. 
Snipe were seen well plus Ruff, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit, Golden and Grey Plovers, Redshank and Lapwing plus lots of Teal 
which looked stunning in the soft afternoon light.
In the corner nearest to us, Ashley Gooding spotted another Water Pipit which gave us all really good views as it fed amongst 
the reeds alongside Teal.
It was then time to wander back along the lane to where the coach was waiting to head back to Essex. It had been a superb day 
with the weather being kind to us (mostly) and a total of 83 species seen by the group.
Steve Grimwade

Waders by Steve Grimwade

Water Pipit by Matt Turner

Teal and Snipe by Matt Turner

River Swale by Steve Grimwade
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NEW.... ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY FACEBOOK PAGE
From 1st November 2018

A new Facebook page has been created 
which features all our upcoming events, 
bird photos, bird news and lots of other 
interesting stuff! 

Follow us at:-

https://www.facebook.com/ebwsinfo

Featured Local Wildlife Group Events 
South East Essex RSPB Group -  
The Shetland Isles by Bill Coster
Wednesday 5th December 2018
Location: EWT Belfairs Woodland Centre, Eastwood Road North,  
Leigh on Sea, SS9 4LR. 
Note: Turn down small road directly on the bend by the three flagpoles.  
Map reference TQ 831 874. 
See http://www.essexwt.org.uk/reserves/belfairs for directions.
Shetland is one of the most spectacular locations for wildlife and  
this presentation is a result of a month spent on the islands,  
photographing the birds and other wildlife, as well as the landscape  
of the most northern part of Britain. It features many familiar British  
seabirds and waders as they go about their business of raising  
young in a British summer.
Time: Doors open at 19.30 for a 20.00 start.
Price: Entrance fee £3.00 for members.  
Suggested donation of £4 for non members. 

Contact: Jenny Reeder
Tel: 01702 611536

Red-necked Phalarope by Steve Grimwade

It’s a mugs game!
Plastic litter is having a huge impact on our oceans.

Here at The Essex Birdwatching Society we are trying to reduce single use plastics by 
sending out our publications in paper envelopes. 

Also for our evening meetings we are asking everyone who wishes to have tea or coffee, to 
please bring your own mugs so we can fill them at the interval and you will be able to rinse 
them out afterwards. Many thanks!
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Essex Ornithological Summary 
October 2018 by Howard Vaughan

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)

Wanstead Flats once again came up trumps with a Rustic Bunting found on the 16th. It stayed until the 21st and drew a 
crowd being only the third LNHS record and the second for Essex after a gap of 52 years. A Barn Owl there on the 20th 
was almost as popular being the first for 24 years! Ring Ouzels were seen on the 5th, 11th, 13th and 27th with late Spotted 
Flycatcher (1st), redstart (7th) and Whinchat (16th) adding interest. A Yellow-browed Warbler was found on the 16th too 
along with the first of two Short-eared Owls while Water Pipit (21st), Jack Snipe (23rd), Great White Egret (9th and 24th) 
and 836 Fieldfare (27th) rounded off a superb month. Other Short-eared Owls were was seen at Sewardstone (3rd) and 
Fairlop Waters CP (27th), while garden Skywatching produced two more over Woodford Green on 18th and 26th with an 
Osprey over on the 7th. A Black and Red kite double at Dagnam Park on the 10th was a great patch day especially with 
the Yellow-browed warbler also seen there and another YBW was heard at Fairlop Waters on the 15th. Black Redstarts 
were seen in West Thurrock and on the KGV Reservoir where two bird put on a show and eight Goosanders, two House 
Martin, Ring Ouzel and Kittiwake made for an exceptional late autumn day there on the 28th. The only Bittern reported 
was from Seventy Acres Lake while a Great White Egret was seen going west over the Ingrebourne Valley (9th) and 
took just 22 minutes to get to Wanstead. Others were seen at Blackshots (5th) and coming out of Warren Gorge (19th) 
with both the Rainham Cattle and Little Egrets. A Richard’s Pipits headed over there during the same vis mig watch. 
Ravens were seen around Kelvedon Hatch with some regularity and another pair were at Netherhall on the 13th.  A few 
Brambling, Siskin and Chaffinch were noted along with good numbers of early Fieldfare and Redwings and Hawfinches 
were seen over Upminster (three on 29th) and Woodford Green (19th). Down on the Thames there were two Caspian 
Gulls at the Thames Barrier Park on the 21st and Gallions Reach had some good bird days with Bonxie (7th), Little Gull 
(15th) and five Goosander, Goldeneye, Merganser and Arctic Tern on the 28th.

RSPB Rainham Marshes

October got off to a good start with a Cattle Egret arriving on the 4th 
which was joined by a second from the 20th. A Spoonbill was seen 
on the 11th and the Bittern returned for the winter on the 20th but 
was typically elusive. With predominately westerly winds it was quite 
hard work for finding diurnal migrants but a few Redwing, Fieldfare, 
Starlings, Skylarks and finches were noted as the month wore on.  Lesser 
and Mealy Redpolls were seen on the 20th with Woodlark the same day 
but the only Ouzel was on the 18th while Tree Sparrows coasted with 
two on 24th and three on 26th.  Rock and water Pipits returned for the 
winter with at least seven of the latter from the 7th and a single Black 
Redstart was seen briefly on the 12th.  Jackdaws were moving the next 
day with 306 west – a passage noted across London and the Ravens 
made occasional visits. The Thames had some movement at last with 
late terns on the 6th when 46 Arctic, five Common and two Black were 
seen and 11 Sandwich were seen the following day.  A very late Arctic 
was noted on the 29th. A Bonxie was seen on the 7th and several Caspian 
Gulls were seen along with a Little Gull on the 28th.  This was a good day 
to be keeping an eye on the river with five Goosander, Goldeneye and a 
Great Northern Diver all seen. Two Mergansers on the 11th and Scoters 
on the 7th, 15th and 17th added interest along with a Gannet (10th) 
and the first three Brents (19th). However it was raptors that stole the month from the Cattle Egrets with a Rough-legged 
Buzzard across the river on Dartford Marsh on the 30th being visible from the centre and resulting in two juvenile Hen 
Harriers being watched moving across to our side.  The following day the Kent Rough-leg eventually moved off north 
over the reserve but not before a second bird had also gone through along with the two ringtails and a male Hen Harrier. 
Add to that eight different Marsh Harriers, eight Buzzard, two Peregrine, Merlin, five Kestrel, three Sparrowhawks, Short-
eared and Barn Owl it was a raptor day to remember for the site.

Cattle Egret by Alan Reynolds
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Mid Essex

Abberton Reservoir at last reached double figures for Great White 
Egrets with ten on the 11th. The Ferruginous Duck was still present on 
the 1st and the drake Ring-necked Duck was seen on several dates.  
Unsurprisingly there were other Great White sightings locally with birds 
seen at Lofts Farm and Osea Island on 1st and 28th when 501 Avocet 
were also at the latter.  A Hen Harrier was at RSPB Old Hall on 22nd and 
two other ringtails were seen at the Langenhoe roost on the 30th. A late 
Hobby was a Fingringhoe Wick on the 2nd and a Rough-legged Buzzard 
was seen over there on the 28th from a barge trip. Spoonbill and 16 
Scoter were also noted off Geedon Saltings and the following day two Merlins and a Scaup were seen too. On the 
Brightlingsea side the second Red-backed Shrike of the autumn was found on the 25th and a Pomarine Skua was seen 
devouring a Little Egret off Rat Island on the 27th. Inland a Black Redstart was seen at Leez (5th) and a Raven was heard 
over Coggeshall (3rd). A Spoonbill was see at Goldhanger on the 31st.

North Essex

The Naze attracted a few Yellow-browed warbler during October with singles on 2nd and 20th and twos on 6th and 
13th. Seventy Goldcrest on 20th was the peak but only one Firecrest was seen (28th) on a day when many thrushes were 
noted. Short-eared Owls and Merlins were seen on several dates. The Greenland White-front remained at Holland Haven 
till 13th at least and Yellow-browed Warblers were seen on the 6th and 9th and Grey Phalarope (13th, several Short-eared 
Owls, Hen Harrier and late Honey Buzzard (20th) and Ouzel (28th) making for a good month. Further YBW’s were at St 
Oysth (6th) and Colne Point (7th) when five Brambling, Wheatear, Merlin and Hen Harrier were also seen. Ouzels were 
seen at Wigboro Wick (1th) and in Clacton (30th). Great White Egrets were seen on Ardleigh Reservoir (20th) and Wix 
(24th) and three were out in Hamford Water from Beaumont Quay on 6th. In fields in that area on the 21st 46 Buzzards 
were counted ‘worming’ – whether these were local or recent arrivals is unknown. 

South-East Essex

It was a Great White Egret sort of a month with two again at Hanningfield 
Reservoir on the 14th and three knocking around between RSPB Bowers 
and Vange Marshes from the 2nd to 29th at least. The Reservoir also had 
two late Black Terns on the 12th -14th and a Scaup on the 23rd.  The 
regular wintering Whimbrel was back on Fobbing by the 21st along 
with a couple of Greenshanks. River watching in the outer reaches of the 
Thames produced some good days with 122 Gannet off Gunners Park 
(6th) and three Velvets with seven Common Scoter there on the 28th 
while the 6th also saw 49 Gannet, Red-throated Diver and six Bonxies 
off Canvey. Other Canvey days were: 15th: 65 Gannet, three Bonxies, 
two Sandwich terns; 18th: two velvet Scoter, two Pomarine Skuas, Long-
tailed Skua and five Short-eared Owls in off; 27th: 75 Scoter and the 28th: with Puffin, Manx Shearwater, eight Pomarine 
Skuas, nine Bonxies, two Arctic Terns, 12 Med Gulls, three Little Gull and a Purple Sandpiper. Another of the latter was 
seen on Southend Pier on the 1st. RSPB Wallasea hosted a Cattle Egret on the 22nd and a Shag till the 6th but it became 
all about raptors with a ring-tail Hen harrier on the 21st, a male and female on 27th and two ringtails on 30th. Add 
regular Short-eared Owl and Merlin and there was plenty to see. A Rough-legged Buzzard on the 31st was the icing. An 
Osprey was seen at Burnham and a male and two ringtail Hen harriers were also seen at Bradwell BO on the 31st along 
with two Merlins and another of the latter and a male Goshawk were seen at Stow Marsh on the 26th. This site also had 
two Lapland Buntings on the 23rd and a Yellow-browed Warbler was in nearby South Woodham Ferrers on the 24th. 
Other YBWs were seen in Gunners Park on the 19th and 29th.  A few Brambling and Siskin were noted along with many 
thrushes later in the month but a Siberian Chiffchaff at BBO (28th) was the only other notable passerine. Brent Geese 
peaked at 3200 at Wakering Stairs on the 26th and further up river the congregations of Black-tailed Godwit and Avocet 
at East Tilbury both went through the 2000 mark. Riverwatching from between here and TTNP produced some good 
sightings: 7th:  21 late Common Terns, 22 Arctic Terns and Merlin; 11th: 18 White-fronted Geese; 14th: Black-necked 
Grebe; 15th: two Bonxie; 18th: Spoonbill; 27th: 48 Kittiwake; 28th: 28 Scoter, Red-throated Diver, Arctic Tern, 27 Kittiwake, 
Bonxies, two Pomarine Skua.

Hen Harrier by Steve Grimwade

Rough-legged Buzzard by Glyn Evans
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Inland a Lapland Bunting was seen at Broomhouse Flash at Langham on 
the 31st. Frinton, as expected, had some great vis mig days in October. I 
apologise to Paul Brayshaw for my attempt at a summary but there was 
simply too much to include it all in my usual manner. Finches were a big 
feature of the month with thousands of Chaffinches noted in particular 
with 1948 on the 6th being the single highest day count. Most species 
were on the move with Goldfinches being the number two mover with 
597 on 19th being the high along with good counts of Redpolls, Siskins 
and Bramblings (45 on 25th and 38 and 26th for instance) and even 
a couple of Crossbills (27th). Skylarks (409 on 19th) and thrushes (477 
Fieldfare on 25th) made up some good counts and 5471 Starling in off 
on 28th was notable. Yellow-browed Warblers were seen 6th (two), 7th 
(four), 9th (two) and 19th with 33 Goldcrest on the last date being the 
high count for the month. Nine Short-eared Owls arrived and Med Gulls 
were obviously moving with 20 on 7th, 64 on 14th and 42 on 19th. There 
were a few late terns caught up in this along with all four skuas with five 
Poms on 26th and a staggering 49 on the 28th being the stand out 
days. The latter date saw a Long-tailed amongst them and both Sooty 
and Manx Shearwaters. Two Little Auks were seen on the 27th along 
with 419 Common and a single Velvet Scoter and 101 Scoter, two Scaup 
and three Eider were seen the next day along with another Little Auks. 
Black-throated Divers were seen on four dates and Brent Geese started 
to move from the 7th and peaked at 3690 on the 19th. Six Great White 
Egrets headed south on the 19th and Hen Harrier (25th) and Osprey 
(7th) were seen coasting.

Red-backed Shrike by John Pringle

If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society
please email “unsubscribe” to info.ebws@gmail.com

News from the Wallasea Island Wild Coast project
Friday 9th November saw us let saline water from the River Roach water into a series of three shallow lagoons on 
Wallasea Island for the first time. These (132ha) of lagoons plus saline grassland (55ha)/grazing marsh (82ha) to the 
east mark the final significant habitat creation works across 668ha by the RSPB at Wallasea.

Our senior ecologist has described the 132ha of lagoons, with full water control, as unique in NW Europe; it will be 
interesting to see how they develop. The lagoons will take a few weeks to fill and our management will be influenced 
by the Reservoir’s Act for the first three years plus the need for the retaining banks to develop the vegetation cover 
needed to prevent significant erosion. However, we have more than enough leeway to develop a management 
system that has the potential to produce some remarkable results. The management and the introduction of access 
will take time, so please bear with us.

Having been on site for longer hours recently, it has been great to see so many birders enjoying the raptors. The suite 
of coastal habitats we now have at Wallasea should attract an excellent range of coastal/wetland/rough grassland 
species for years to come. The last remaining ‘Project’ element of our work at Wallasea is the removal of the Material 
Handling System that facilitated the import of the three million tonnes of Crossrail tunnelling material that built 
Jubilee Marsh, we hope to have this job complete by the end of December 2019.

There will be a full Wallasea Island Wild Coast write-up in the next Essex Bird Report.

Chris Tyas
Wallasea Island Project Manager


