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Dear Essex Birders
It won’t be long before the first summer migrants will be winging their way to the UK and now is a great time to catch
up with the last of the winter wildfowl on our estuaries and reservoirs. Don’t forget to send your records into the
County Recorder for inclusion in the Essex Bird Report 2019.

Steve

Society Events for March 2019
Indoor Meeting

GOSHAWK & WHINCHAT - Friday 1st March 2019 (after AGM at 19.30)
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.
Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your
own cup to save plastic!). Free car parking on site or one minute away next to the County Hotel.

Dr Ian Henderson, BTO Senior Research Ecologist International Research, delivers two excellent
talks about two very different species. The Goshawk is famous for being an elusive species but
so much has now been learnt from their tracking studies in the ‘Brecklands’. The Whinchat has
declined rapidly in the last 20 years. Research on Salisbury Plain and in Africa investigated their
migration and about their winter destinations.

Field Trip by Luxury Coach

PULBOROUGH BROOKS RSPB RESERVE - Sunday 17th March 2019
For more details and to reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00).
Coach trip commences from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel) at 07:15 for 07:30 with pick-ups at Shenfield High
School at 07:45 and Oak P.H. Grays at 08:00. There is a large ‘free’ car park next to the County Hotel in Chelmsford.

In the heart of the Sussex countryside we will be looking for Water Rail, Bullfinch, Blackcap,
Peregrine, woodpeckers, lingering winter and early summer migrants in the varied habitats

Whinchat by Steve Grimwade
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February - Bird of the Month
Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
Colchester - 1st - 3rd February 2019

Although not rare, Waxwings have been pretty scarce during the last
few winters, so when three turned up in Colchester in early February
they drew attention from quite a few birders.

Waxwing by Sean Nixon

February Field Trip Report Frampton Marsh RSPB Reserve Sunday 17th February 2019
Our first coach field trip of 2019 saw 39 people join us on an unseasonably Spring- like day, with sunshine, bright blue skies and
just a slight chill in the air.
The morning was spent walking to the sea walls, which took longer than expected with so much to see! The pools and scrapes
held numerous ducks including Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler, Pochard, Gadwall and Goldeneye. These were joined by the plentiful
numbers of Brent Geese, Lapwing and Golden Plover. There were also Dunlin, Ringed Plovers and a Spotted Redshank which was
a good find.
With so many birds on the reserve it was evident that there would be raptors about and sure enough further down the track a
Peregrine was spotted on the grasslands. All of a sudden the birds would rise up into the blue skies, the 5,000 reported Golden
Plovers on the reserve (I am sure that we saw every one!) looked magical in the sunlight with flashes of white and gold. However
as yet we had not seen our main target, which at times became quite elusive! In the end though all of the group were able to have
great views of the Long-billed Dowitcher (it’s 177th day on the reserve).
In the afternoon, the group further explored different parts of the reserve, with Hen Harrier and Short-eared Owl being spotted
across the saltmarsh. There were also Pink-footed and Barnacle Geese seen. Some were lucky to see an adult and juvenile
Whooper Swans visiting the pools in front of the visitor centre and a last minute addition was a Barn Owl. It was a very enjoyable
day out and the final group count for the day was an excellent 79 species.
Emma Robinson

Whooper Swans by Matt Turner

Golden Plover by Matt Turner

Long-billed Dowitcher by Matt Turner

Ringed Plovers & Dunlin by Matt Turner
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EBwS Bird Records
Thank you for adding all your bird sightings on our website - www.ebws.org.uk
Your contributions are really valuable as they help to build our knowledge of the birds of Essex which supports our
conservation work. You can view these sightings on our website at the address above and by following us at:

@ebwsinfo

@EssexBirdNews

This drake Ferruginous Duck
of unknown origin almost
made it to rarity of the month,
spending early February at
Holyfield Lake, Lee Valley, Essex

Ferruginous Duck by Paul Chamberlain

Featured Local Wildlife Group Events
Chelmsford RSPB Group - ICELAND AND BACK
Thursday 14th March 2019
Location: Northumberland Theatre, Writtle University College, Lordship Road, Writtle (Across the road from the
main college building, to the right of the Wilkins Tea Room & Shop).
See Lordship Campus (building no.2) via:http://writtle.ac.uk/pdfs/5/Writtle%20University%20College%20Campus%20Maps.pdf
Ample free parking adjacent to the theatre.
Access is at ground level.
All welcome. Postcode: CM1 3RP

We welcome the return of Brian Nobbs who will present this talk.
As well as looking at the resident birds, we’ll examine the migration of those species which travel to and
from, or via, the UK, contrasting the breeding birds with winter photographs taken in the UK.
The fascinating geology of this unusual area is also discussed and illustrated as we effectively
circumnavigate the country.
Time: 8.00pm - 9.50pm (with interval)
Price: £3.50
Telephone: 01245 471576
E-mail: suem@idnet.com
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Essex Ornithological Summary
January 2019 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
There was little change across the marsh in variety in January other than the steady rise in water levels and a corresponding
increase in wildfowl. Wigeon doubled to nearly 1200 and Pintail broke the fifty mark which is unusual for the site. Lapwing
remained at about 2000 with occasional Ruff and Golden Plover sightings amongst them, Avocet reached a new site high
of 70 on the 22nd and Grey Plover, Green and Common Sandpiper, Turnstone and Jack Snipe were all noted. Our Shorteared Owls were somewhat sporadic in their appearances while up to six Marsh Harriers continue to winter including the
Norfolk tagged ZR immature. The same number of Peregrines are using the marsh along with Buzzards and occasional
sightings of both male and female Merlin. A Red Kite on the 9th was the first for the year.
There was some good gulling to be had with several counts of four or five Caspians, adult Med Gulls, Yellow-legs and a
hulking juvenile Glaucous from the 16th. The Erith Bonaparte’s Gull did the decent thing and allowed itself to be seen
from Coldharbour Point on several dates from the 21st. A Great White Egret flew through on the 24th but the Ravens
have been only rarely seen. A solitary Brent was noted on a few dates and Pink-foot and Egyptian were also seen. A
Firecrest was noted several times in the woodland and Blackcaps have been seen around the centre while the Bearded
Tits have been showing very well on the trails.

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
The KGV Reservoir Scaup flock became four and a drake Smew was seen again from the 18th and up to three Red Kites
were noted over towards Epping Forest while four Ravens visited on the 6th. Up to ten Black-necked Grebes have been
on the adjacent Wm Girling and the drake Scaup remained on Walthamstow Wetlands all month. Up the Lee Valley there
was still a pair of Smew and at least 16 Goosanders around the Seventy Acres complex and a drake Red-crested Pochard
was found on Holyfield Lake on the 24th. Goosander sightings came from several other sites with up to five on Connaught
Water, nine in Weald Park and a couple in the Roding Valley. The near adult Caspian Gull remained at Eagle Pond and two
first-winters were seen on Wanstead Flats (from 19th) with others at Creekmouth and Fairlop Waters. A Goldeneye at the
latter site on the 2nd was a good record. Bitterns were seen at Seventy Acres Lake, Warren Gorge and in the Ingrebourne
Valley but were showy nowhere. The Ing val had regular Woodcock and occasional Brambling sightings along with a Red
Kite (9th). Other Kites were seen regularly in the north Epping Forest area. Black redstarts were discovered wintering at
Beckton and Upminster sewage works – both private sites but wintering Firecrests were thin on the ground with just
singles in Wanstead Park and Warley but it was good to report that Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were noted at Highams
Park Lake, Weald Park, Wanstead Park and Thorndon. A Marsh Tit in Valentines Park on the 26th was unexpected and will
probably be the only area record this year. Down on the Thames there were at least 370 Black-tailed Godwits wintering
between Grays and Rainham along with five Turnstones and the shared Avocet flock. The Kent Ravens were seen over
Grays on a couple of dates. Ravens were once again prospecting in the top of our recording area.
South-East Essex
There were some good river watching opportunities during January and notable counts included highs off Canvey Point
of 27 Red-throated Divers (6th), up to three Black-throated Divers (7th), 255 Great Crested Grebes (5th), Little Gull (29th),
35 Gannet (5th) and three Razorbills (6th). Nine Red-throats were also seen off Gunners Park (18th) along with a Shag and
Great Northern Diver too. Med Gulls peaked at 40 on Southend Pier (6th) with Shag and Black-throated Diver on the 19th
and a very impressive flock of 16 Eider (25th). The two Tundra Bean Geese from Hanningfield (last seen on the 3rd) visited the
RSPB South Essex Marshes reserves from the 10th-29th and two White-fronts on the 7th increased to seven from the 26th.
Up to three Jack Snipe were seen on Vange and Spotted Redshanks, Greenshanks, Green Sandpiper and Whimbrel are all
wintering in the area. A Red-necked Grebe was seen off east Tilbury on the 9th when a good count of 885 Teal was also made.
Up on the Crouch five Bewick’s Swans were at Blue House Farm on the 2nd and a red-necked Grebe was there
on the 25th. An Eider and 35 Red-throated Divers off Bradwell on the 20th were the Obs highlights. Merlins were
reported from several spots along with other ring-tailed Hen Harriers and Short-eared Owls. A Scaup was seen
regularly on Paglesham lagoon and a Great White Egret was seen on the 1st while a Crane over Coombe Wood on
the same date got 2019 off to a good start. The Dartford Warbler stayed on Hadleigh Downs till at least the 14th.
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Mid Essex
Great White Egrets at Abberton Reservoir peaked at 12 on the 14th and the reservoir played host once again to a fine
assortment of wildfowl including: 93 Goosander (1st), four Smew, two Long-tailed Ducks, five Black-necked Grebes, two
drake Ring-necked Ducks, up to nine Bewick’s swans (10th), three Scaup, drake Green Winged Teal (20th-21st), Bittern
(20th) and Spoonbill (3rd). A Knot on the 10th was a good site bird and a Short-eared Owl was seen on the same day.
A drake Ring-necked Duck was also seen at RSPB Old Hall Marshes and it is quite possible that three males are in the
area! The reserve had a good month with the Spoonbill on the 14th and 20th, Rough-legged Buzzard (2nd), regular
Short-eared Owl and Merlin sightings, two Great Northern Divers and Black-necked Grebes, a single Pale-bellied Brent
and Water Pipit (both 27th). The 7th saw some good birds up the Blackwater from Tollesbury with EVelvet Scoter,
Black-necked Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, two Eider and Whimbrel. The mouth of that estuary from West Mersea was quite
productive with seven med Gulls, Black and Pale-bellied Brents, up to four Great Northern Divers, five Slavonian Grebes
and Black-throated Divers (10th and 17th). At the other end of the island in the mouth of the Colne 12 Slavonian Grebes
and 250 Great Crested Grebes were seen on the 18th. The Shorelark remained at Cudmore Grove till the 4th and three
White-fronted Geese were there on the 3rd. A Black-necked Grebe and Black-throated Diver were seen from the adjacent
Brightlingsea on the 4th and Merlins were regularly seen over the Fingringhoe reserve. A drake Scaup was seen at
Heybridge Pits on the 20th and a Jack Snipe was put up at The Hythe the same day.

North Essex
Seawatching off Frinton provided some good movements with just ten counts accounting for nearly 3000 Red-throated
Divers. The fishing offshore must be very good at the moment with peak days of the 20th – 507 and 27th – 720. Six Great
Northern Divers on the 20th was the peak day counts and there were good numbers of Great Crested Grebes, Cormorants
and a few auks cashing in on the abundant food. A Red-necked Grebe was seen on the 24th. Nine White-fronts were at
Holland Haven from the 4th-18th and three Great Northern Divers on the 20th were presumably part of the Frinton tally.
A single Purple Sandpiper lingered and a Twite with Linnets on the 11th was a great find. Seven Snow Buntings remained
faithful to Jaywick and a single flew over the Naze on the 23rd were Black Brant (12th) and Firecrest (19th) were also
seen. Seven barnacle Geese were seen again out on Howlands Marsh on the 22nd and 15 White-fronts were inland at
Broomhouse Flash on the 26th. Ravens were seen over Writtle, Stickling Green and Terling which is encouraging. Up on
the Stour the drake Smew remained at Manningtree all month and the peak counts from the river were 32 Goldeneye,
45 Mergansers, two Slavonian Grebes (all on the 3rd) and a Red-necked Grebe on the 26th while a single Hen Harrier was
seen over Beaumont on the 2nd.

Barn Owl by Jim Hume

Scaup by Sean Nixon

Black-necked Grebes by Sean Nixon

Long-tailed Duck by Matt Turner
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