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Dear Essex Birders
With the clocks now changed and lighter evenings, it’s a great time to get out and about on your local patches
to look for summer migrants. March has already seen reports of Garganey, Swallow, Lesser Whitethroat and even
Cuckoo. It would be great if we had a Hoopoe or Great Spotted Cuckoo turn up so keep those eyes peeled!

Steve

Society Events for April 2019
Indoor Meeting

OWLS of the WORLD - Friday 5th April 2019
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.
Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your
own cup to save plastic!). Free parking on site or in either Fairfield Road or Coval Lane car parks (charges apply).

Dr Michael Leach has encountered 86 of the 133 species of Owl alive today. In this talk he looks
at many of these and tells of his adventures working with them around the globe for more than
20 years. We will meet amongst others, Great Horned, Snowy, Pygmy, Great Grey and Spectacled
Owls. And the biggest of them all, the deer-stalking Eagle Owl! Not to be missed

Field Trip by Luxury Coach

‘THE BRECKLANDS’ - Sunday 14th April 2019
For more details and to reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00).
Coach trip commences from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel) at 07:15 for 07:30. Parking meters in the area are free
on Sundays. The nearest car parks are in Fairfield Road CM1 1TD. £2 for parking on Sundays.

Lynford Arboretum & Santon Downham, two very different sites to discover Hawfinch, Firecrest,
Brambling and Crossbill at Lynford; Cuckoo, Grey Wagtail, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Turtle
Dove and Lesser Redpoll at Santon Downham, along with early summer migrants.

Great Grey Owl by Steve Grimwade
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March - Bird of the Month
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica
Fingringhoe Wick EWT Reserve - 19th March 2019

Well done to Simon Patient who found this Red-rumped Swallow
hawking over pits north of the nature reserve at Fingringhoe Wick.
Unfortunately it only lingered for an hour or so before moving on.
Maybe it will turn up somewhere else in the county?
Red-rumped Swallow
by Simon Patient

March Field Trip Report Pulborough Brooks RSPB Reserve Sunday 17th March 2019
For our trip to the heart of the Sussex countryside in the beautiful Arun Valley the weather was very kind to us, we had blue skies,
sunshine and just a gentle breeze, compared with the previous weeks weather of strong winds and rain.
The morning for the majority of the group was spent exploring the wetland trial, with the hides and viewpoints overlooking
grassland, ditches and pools. There were numerous ducks to see including Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler and Tufted. A good find was
a pair of White-fronted Geese, which at times were hard to see, as they kept disappearing into a ditch! The Hanger view point
looking out towards Pulborough village showed the full expanse of the main wetland area, with additions to the list including
Black-tailed Godwits and Pintail. While at Nettley’s hide there were close up views of Snipe, which initially were thought to be two
birds and then multiplied to four, showing how well hidden they can be! For some also a brief view of a Water Rail. The wetland
trial included areas of woodland and hedgerow too, with singing Chiffchaffs and Robins, a close up view of a perched Kestrel and
some of the group were lucky to see Bullfinch.
The afternoon saw the group further explore different parts of the reserve and return to the best bits. While watching at the
Hanger viewpoint, all the birds suddenly scattered and sure enough a Peregrine was spotted chasing a Lapwing. A Red Kite was
also seen soaring over the wetlands. The woodland heathland trail on the other side of the reserve, held Goldcrest, Coal Tit and
many calling Nuthatch. While back at the visitor centre feeder a Great-spotted Woodpecker was viewed. It was a very enjoyable
day out and the final group count for the day was an excellent 73 species.
Emma Robinson

Chiffchaff by Matt Turner

Kestrel by Matt Turner

Red Kite by Matt Turner

Nuthatch by Matt Turner
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EBwS Bird Records
Thank you for adding all your bird sightings on our website - www.ebws.org.uk
Your contributions are really valuable as they help to build our knowledge of the birds of Essex which supports our
conservation work. You can view these sightings on our website at the address above and by following us at:

@ebwsinfo

@EssexBirdNews

PARKING CHANGES FOR INDOOR MEETINGS
AND FIELD TRIPS
Unfortunately the car park that our members and guests have been using for the past number of years (next
to the County Hotel) is now permanently closed pending future development of the site.
The parking meters in the area are free after 6pm and on Sundays. The nearest car park is in Fairfield Road
CM1 1TD (behind the Civic Centre). £1 after 5pm in the evenings and £2 for parking on Sundays.
In view of this please allow a little extra time for parking before catching the coach and/or attending the talks.
Gerry Johnson - Chairman

Featured Local Wildlife Group Events
Maldon & South Woodham Ferrers EWT Local Group AGM & ILLUSTRATED TALK: BARN OWLS
Wednesday 10 April 2019
Location: Friends Meeting House, Butt Lane , Maldon, Essex, CM9 5HD
Parking in Butt Lane car park (£1)

A short Maldon Group AGM followed by a
talk by Emma Ormond (Living Landscapes
Co-ordinator) on the history, ecology and
conservation of this iconic bird. Also included
in the talk is an update on the Essex Barn Owl
Conservation Project.
Time: 8.00pm - 10.15pm (with interval)
Price: £2 donation
Telephone: 01621 853969
E-mail: philgluke@gmail.com
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Barn Owl by Graham Russell
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Essex Ornithological Summary
February 2019 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
Gulls continued to be a firm feature throughout February with a Kittiwake and two Little Gulls on the 1st to get things
started. The juvenile Glaucous Gull from the 26th January turned out to be a new bird and it stayed into March while a
hulking second-winter bird was also present from the 12th-22nd. Five Caspian Gulls on the 6th was the peak count and
several Med Gulls were reported. A Great White Egret was seen briefly on the 17th with four more south on the 22nd and
Little Egrets numbers slowly increased too. Avocets remained in the mid thirties and up to four Ruff were seen along with
the first returning Oystercatchers. A Woodcock was seen on the 6th. Four White-fronted Geese flew through late on the
7th and a drake Goldeneye on the 11th was the only new winter arrival. A Merlin was seen occasionally and Red Kites
were seen on the 22nd and two on the 27th while at least six Marsh Harriers were noted along with several good Buzzard
days but the remaining Short-eared Owl was only seen twice. Bearded Tits started to become tricky as the month drew on
and the Blackcaps were still gorging on apples near the centre while Water and Rock Pipit numbers had started to drop off.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
The KGV Reservoir Scaup flock became four and stayed into February with at least two staying all month. The male Smew
was seen again on the 13th and Goldeneye peaked at 44 on the 23rd and Goosander at 24 on the 25th. Three Black-necked
Grebes were found on the 21st and stayed into March while a Med Gull on the 10th was NFY along with a male Marsh
harrier through on the 25th. The drake Scaup stayed at Walthamstow Wetlands with six Goosander (11th) and a Blacktailed Godwit (14th) being notable there. There was a good spread of other Goosanders around with at least 22 between
Seventy Acres lake and Holyfield Lake, three pair at Roding Valley Meadows, four in Weald Park, four at Connaught Water,
five at Mollands Lane and three in Highams Park Lake. Conversely the only other Smew was a female at Seventy Acres. A
drake Ferruginous Duck was popular on Holyfield Lake from the 6th-9th and a drake Red-crested Pochard was also seen
at this time while three Russian White-fronts at the nearby Holyfield Hall Farm from the 15th were a good find. A single
Bittern was seen at Seventy Acres with another in Warren Gorge and two in the Ingrebourne Valley while a Great White
Egret over the first site continues the upward trend in recent records. Likewise, Ravens were noted over Ardleigh Green
and Orsett and Buzzards and Red Kite sightings predictably increased. A very early Osprey was over Upminster on the 23rd
and local Peregrines were becoming active. Gulling produced a Caspian and four Yellow-legged Gulls at Thames Barrier
Park (15th) and four more Casps and two Med gulls at Ockendon Tip on the 17th. Two Black Redstarts were noted within
Beckton STW and a Siberian Chiffchaff was just outside at Creekside NR on the 22nd with another at Mollands Lane on
the 11th. Firecrests were seen in Warley and Warren Gorge and Lesser Spotted Woodpekers were in Weald and Thorndon
CPs. A little survey to try and find out how many Blackcaps have been wintering in the area since Christmas has revealed
a total of 48 male and 25 female so far from 48 different urban sites. I wonder how many more were out there this winter?
South-East Essex
The 1st saw a trio of diver species off Canvey with 11 Red-throats and single Great Northerns and Black-throat along with
two Razorbills, The Black-throat was seen again on the 4th with Eider on 6th and 11th and a flurry of Kittiwakes in the first
week making for some good viewing. Eight Eider were off Southend Pier on the 19th when 26 Med Gulls were mumping
at the end. Up to four Great White Egrets were seen around Paglesham Lagoon, Potton and Wallasea during the month and
are presumably from the dwindling Abberton wintering population. These sites also shared Hen harriers with two ring-tails
and a male Hen harrier reported along with Merlin and up to six Short-eared Owls. Red Kites were noted over Great Braxted,
South Woodham Ferrers, Hanningfield and Pag Lag. A Shag was at Blue House farm on the 15th and the Whimbrel continued
its winter sojourn at Burnham till at least the 12th while a Short-eared Owl was at Stow Marsh on the 15th. RSPB Wallasea
also hosted 33 newly arrived Med Gulls on the 27th and two White-fronts on the 20th while the seven remained on the RSPB
South Essex Marshes until the 27th. Spotted Redshanks were wintering at Wallasea and Wat Tyler with Greenshanks at the
latter site and Two Tree Island with a high of eight on the 3rd while Water Pipits were again picked up on Bowers Marsh and
at South Fambridge. Inland a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was at Langdon Hills and three ravens were over Mill Green (4th).
Up the Thames it was fairly quiet with two Short-eared Owls at TTNP and a Bittern there from the 16th but the four twite at
East Tilbury from the 16th were the show stopper.
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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Mid Essex
Great White Egrets at Abberton Reservoir rapidly dropped off with no more than five all month but otherwise it remained
fairly static although exceptionally good! Peaks included 35 Goosander, ten Smew, pair Long-tailed Ducks, six Blacknecked Grebes, two drake Ring-necked Ducks (one till at least the 17th) and ten Scaup. West Mersea saw the best of the
Blackwater counts with five Great Northern Divers (6th), two Red-throats and Black-necked Grebe, 27 Mergansers (4th)
and a Slavonian Grebe (10th). Up river there were 115 Mersgansers off Goldhanger on the 21st as well as the only Black
Brant report ofthe month. Two Twite and four Pink-footed Geese made for a good day. Nearby Tollesbury had two Whitefronts on the 2nd and 14 Barnacle, two Pink-feet, Great White Egret and Hen Harrier on the 13th.
A female Hen Harrier was on Langenhoe on the 10th and the flooded meadow at Fingringhoe Mill held at least ten Water
Pipits along with several Scandinavian Rock Pipits for much of the month along with a Greenshank on the 23rd. Two
more Water Pipits were further up the Colne at The Hythe all month and Firecrest (10th) and Raven (25th) in Wivenhoe
were also seen. Further inland there were 29 Goosander at Rivenhall Place on the 24th and a drake Red-crested Pochard
was at Russell Green on the 20th. Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were drumming at Shut Heath and there was a chance
encounter with a Long-eared Owl in Terling and three Waxwings in Colchester on the 2nd and 3rd were a reminder of
the Waxwing Winter that never materialised!

North Essex
A single Waxwing in Little Clacton on the 3rd got the month off to a good start and the seven Snow Buntings at
Jaywick lingered until at least the 6th. A Glossy Ibis photographed on the Walton greensward on the 28th was not seen
subsequently. Holland Haven had 19 Russian White-fronts on the 7th which increased to 30 on the 12th. The first date
also saw Great Northern Diver and med gull reported with two Purple Sandpipers on the latter. A single White-front was
at The Naze on the 2nd when the wintering Firecrest was once again seen. Two Slavonian Grebes were off Wrabness on
the 8th but there was no other Stour news. Inland the female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker continued to visit a Halstead
garden and two Grey Partridge were seen near Great Dunmow on the 14th while 11 Goosanders at Boxted on the 19th
was very notable. Ravens were noted at a couple of sites along with Red Kites in now, to be expected, areas.

Mediterranean Gull by Simon Cox

Great Crested Grebes by Sean Nixon

Marsh Harrier by David Hale

Sanderling by Brian Bolton
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British Naturalists’ Association Conference
Saturday 11th May 2019 at
The Forest School
Snaresbrook – London E17 3PY
A diverse day of Marine talks and Forest Wildlife exploration.
Lectures include Seabird & Sandeel Research by Sarah Wanless. Sarah’s work is to understand the impact of
global change on marine top predators, particularly seabirds. Most of her research is field-based, much of it
on the Isle of May. Her current research extends beyond the breeding season and uses traditional and biologging approaches to track individuals year round. This work proved essential to the conservation of marine
ecosystems and resulted in the ban of sand eel fisheries in the western North Sea. The other lectures feature
Maya Plass and Dr Tom Cameron from University of Essex.
For more information about the day and to book your place go to:
https://bna-naturalists.org/conference-2019/

Request for Articles & Photographs
The Executive Committee are currently preparing the next issue of our magazine
‘Essex Birding’ and are looking for any articles and/or photographs.
These could be about birding abroad or at home.
The deadline is mid May 2019.
Please send to: gerry2johnson@aol.com
Many thanks!

Greenshank by Thomas Gilbert
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