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Dear Essex Birders

This is a double issue of the newsletter to cover the end of the year period. I hope everyone enjoyed their birding
throughout 2019 as there were plenty of good birds seen in the county and now is a great time to send in your
records to Mick Tracey, our County recorder. If you are out birding over the Christmas break, don’t forget to record
your sightings on our website! Happy Birding and Happy Christmas!

Steve

Society Events for December 2019
Indoor Meeting

BIRDS of NORTH and NORTH-EAST BRAZIL
Friday 6th December 2019
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.
Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your
own cup to save plastic!). Free parking on site or in either Fairfield Road or Coval Lane car parks (charges apply).

Graham Ekins takes us to this fabulous and rarely visited area of Brazil, home to 185 of the 325
Brazilian endemics. Lear’s Macaw, Araripe Manakin, Fringe-backed Fire-eye, Slender Antbird,
Giant Snipe, Long-tailed Nightjar, Rusty-barred and Tawny-browed Owls all feature!

Field Trip (Non-coach)

CUDMORE GROVE COUNTRY PARK (CO5 8UE)
Sunday 15th December 2019
‘Free’ event. Meet in the Cudmore Grove Country Park car park at 09:00 (parking charges apply). Postcode CO5 8UE.
Toilet facilities are available at Cudmore Grove Country Park.

Located at the eastern end of Mersea Island where winter divers, grebe and wildfowl can be
seen with possible raptors such as Merlin, Hen Harrier, Sparrowhawk and Peregrine.

Sincora Antwren by Graham Ekins
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November Field Trip Report - Holkham NNR Sunday 17th November 2019
The latest EBWS field trip saw 51 intrepid birders set off on a crisp late-autumn morning, to make the long trip to Holkham National
Nature Reserve on the north Norfolk coast. Several smart Buzzards were seen en route, and as we neared Holkham Steve Grimwade
(kindly leading the day’s proceedings) spotted a small flock of Lapwing in a field, with the first Pink-footed Geese of the day flying
above. We disembarked onto Lady Anne’s Drive and scanned the nearby marshland noting more Pink-foots as well as Shoveler,
Redshank, Teal, Mallard and a pale and streaky looking juvenile Buzzard. As we walked along the drive Redwing and Meadow Pipit
flew overhead and we were pleasantly surprised to see a pair of Grey Partridge that were giving great views. We were even more
surprised to discover another 31 Grey Partridge near the visitor centre along with a pair of Red Kites soaring in the distance!
Heading north towards the beach Goldcrest were calling in the tall pines and one or two were seen flitting between the treetops.
As we neared the beach Redshank, Oystercatcher and Grey Plover were heard but the undoubted highlight was a group of 6 Shore
Larks that were busy feeding in a roped off area. The sun decided to come out at exactly the right moment and everyone was able
to see these fantastic birds, their black and yellow faces stunning in the sunlight. It was also good to catch up with Essex based artist
Richard Allen who was busy sketching the Shore Larks nearby. Making our way towards the sea we stopped on some sand banks
and scanned the shoreline where Black-headed, Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls were seen. Small numbers of Sanderling were
scurrying around with a lone Turnstone amongst them and a few Dunlin for company. On the water there were good numbers of
Common Scoter along with half a dozen Red Breasted Merganser and 3 Slavonian Grebes. A Red-throated Diver flew east and 2
Guillemot were also spotted having a swim whilst an Eider was seen further west by a couple of members of the group who had
gone for a wander.
We headed back to the unusual semi open-air visitor centre for lunch, noting Skylark and a single Black-tailed Godwit on the way.
After lunch we decided to try to find the 2 Hume’s Leaf Warblers that had been reported west of the cross tracks near Joe Jordan
Hide. Upon arrival a local birder advised that the warblers had been showing well in the last few minutes so our hopes were high.
The cover was dense and there were lots of small birds moving around; we saw Goldcrest, Coal Tits, Long Tailed Tits and a Siskin was
heard overhead. Finally we heard a Hume’s Leaf Warbler calling, similar to a Yellow-browed call but not so syllabic. Another call from
the opposite side of the bushes sounded promising so we quietly made our way round and waited. A couple more Goldcrest and a
Chiffchaff popped up, then finally a Hume’s Leaf Warbler showed for a few moments. Only a little bigger than a crest it looked like a
slightly dull Yellow-browed with a buff coloured supercilium and fainter wing bars. The bird showed again, this time in the open, and
thankfully everyone managed to get good views.
With daylight fading there was just enough time to see the White-fronted Geese that had dropped in during the afternoon as well
as a Great White Egret and a couple of Marsh Harriers. A quick scan near the visitor centre produced more Pink-foots and Egyptian
Geese and some lingering Grey Partridge. Nearing the coach it started to rain and several members of the group managed to pick up
a hunting Barn Owl in the gloomy conditions. We spent a couple of minutes trying to relocate it but with no success.
Another successful trip brought a total of 92 species with the Shore Larks, Grey Partridges and Hume’s Warbler undoubted highlights.
A big thanks as always to Gerry, Steve and to everyone that came along. I hope to see you all at East Mersea next month.
Matt Turner

Grey Partridge by Matt Turner

Shore Lark by Matt Turner
Scanning the sea from Holkham Beach by Steve Grimwade
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EBwS Bird Records
Thank you for recording all your bird sightings on our website - www.ebws.org.uk
Your contributions are really valuable as they help to build our knowledge of the birds of Essex which supports our
conservation work. You can view these sightings on our website at the address above and by following us at:

@ebwsinfo

@EssexBirdNews

November Bird of the Month
Pallas’s Warbler
Phylloscopus proregulus
The Naze - November 2019

The Naze continued its top form with at least one
of these seven-striped sprites being seen until
early in the month.
Pallas’s Warbler by Sean Nixon

IMPORTANT !
New ‘Pick-up’ place in Chelmsford for Field Trips
Due to the closure and subsequent development of the car park we have used for many
years next to the County hotel, there is now a new ‘pick-up’ place for the coach in
Chelmsford for our Field Trips. We have checked options with Chelmsford City Council and
they have advised that the Waterhouse Lane long stay car park is free to use on Saturdays
and Sundays. Please note this car park is actually located in Meteor Way, CM1 2RL,
which is a turning off Waterhouse Lane, next to the river.
IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE ALL FUTURE COACH FIELD TRIPS
NOW COMMENCE FROM THIS NEW PICK-UP LOCATION.
Should anyone require further information about this new car parking/pick-up location
please do not hesitate to e-mail Gerry Johnson at gerry2johnson@aol.com

Tickets now on sale for our

WOODLAND BIRDS CONFERENCE
Saturday 21st March 2020

Writtle University College, Northumberland Lecture Theatre, Lordship Road, Writtle, CM1 3RP
Just £20.00, including ‘light’ sandwich lunch and refreshments during the full day event
(Accompanied juniors under 16 only £5.00) All proceeds going to bird conservation in Essex
Little Tern
To book your place e-mail: info.ebws@gmail.com
by Steve Grimwade
For further information visit the website: www.ebws.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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Featured Local Wildlife Group Events
Chelmsford RSPB Local Group Birds: Their Hidden World by Peter Holden
Thursday 12th December 2019
Location: Northumberland Theatre, Writtle University College, Lordship Road, Writtle (Across the road from the
main college building, to the right of the Wilkins Tea Room & Shop). See Lordship Campus (building no.2) via:http://writtle.ac.uk/pdfs/5/Writtle%20University%20College%20Campus%20Maps.pdf

Ample free parking adjacent to the theatre. Access is at ground level.
All welcome. Postcode: CM1 3RP (Google map)
We welcome the return of Peter Holden who will give us a closer look at the behaviour of some of our
common, and not so common, wild birds. He’ll enlighten us with some of the secrets that most books
don’t tell readers. No booking required.
Time: 7.45pm - 9.35pm (with interval)
Price: £3.50
Telephone: 01245 471576
E-mail: suem@idnet.com

Osprey by Steve Grimwade

It’s a mugs game!
Plastic litter is having a huge impact on our oceans.
Here at The Essex Birdwatching Society we are trying to reduce single use plastics by
sending out our publications in paper envelopes.
Also for our evening meetings we are asking everyone who wishes to have tea or coffee, to
please bring your own mugs so we can fill them at the interval and you will be able to rinse
them out afterwards. Many thanks!
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Essex Ornithological Summary
October 2019 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
Spoonbills continued into October and we suspect that all were different as they headed off west with two on the 1st
and one on the 3rd while a Great White Egret on the 18th was surprisingly the only sighting. With water appearing at last
duck and wader number slowly increased and Black-tailed Godwits peaked at 370, Curlew at 14 and Lapwing at 300. More
species were seen on the river especially on the murky 24th when 32 Knot, three Sanderling, 48 Dunlin, 22 Golden and
two Grey Plover were counted. A Curlew Sandpiper on the 15th was the first of the year and two Common Sandpipers
were still along the foreshore while two Wood Sandpipers on the 6th were unseasonal and sitting just a few feet away
from the first Jack Snipe. A Woodcock on the 12th was new in. Scoter were seen on the 21st, 24th and 30th when two
female Goldeneye and three Mergansers made for a good duck haul. Two Mandarin up river on the 12 were only the
fourth record and Brent Geese were seen on four dates A Little Gull on the 8th was followed by five on the 21st when
Arctic and Black Terns were also seen. Sandwich Terns on the 2nd and Common on the 18th made for a good tern month.
At least five different Caspian Gulls were seen on various dates and there were still a few Yellow-legged Gulls to be found.
Late Spotted Flycatchers were seen on the 1st and 2nd and an even later Common Redstart was seen on the 23rd. The last
Sand Martin was on the 13th and a few Swallows and House Martins dribbled through while overhead passage included
an unprecedented Jackdaw movement between the 17th and 20th with 1555 counted heading west. Meanwhile a few
thousand Woodpigeons went south with good numbers of Stock Doves caught up with them. Pipits, Wagtails, the first
winter thrushes, Skylarks and finches were also moving with 20 Siskins (19th), seven Lesser Redpolls (25th), Bullfinch
(24th), Brambling (15th), five Corn Buntings and a Yellowhammer (17th) and late Yellow Wagtails on the 19th and 29th.
Ring Ouzels were seen on six dates with five on the 16th and two on the 20th and Coal Tits of near Continental appearance
were seen on five dates and even photographed for the first time. The last Wheatear was seen on the 19th and Stonechat
numbers increased and it was not overly surprising that a Dartford Warbler was seen on the 31st. Both Water and
Scandinavian Rock Pipits were back on site from the 15th and rather bizarrely Ring-necked Parakeets have reverted to
daily flocks with 168 on the 17th being the peak! Ravens are once again regular and the usual other raptors and even the
Barn Owls have been putting on a good show. Only a Merlin on the 25th was a new sighting and the first if the season.

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
It was a month of continued quality passerine passage with Ring Ouzel featuring prominently with twelve birds seen
across six sites along with good numbers of Fieldfare and Redwing including 225 of the former over Wanstead Flats
and 270 over Walthamstow Wetlands both on the 29th and There were a couple each of late Wheatear, Whinchat and
Spotted Flycatcher and Firecrests started to appear from mid-month with three sites holding birds while a Yellowbrowed Warbler in Walthamstow Forest on the 10th was the first local one this autumn. A Goldcrest x Firecrest hybrid
was trapped at Walthamstow Wetlands on the 5th. Finches were on the move with a few single Brambling, Siskin and
Lesser Redpoll while two Crossbill were over Bonnetts Wood (28th) and a Hawfinch was over Woodford Green the same
day. There were some good Chaffinch movements with Wanstead Flats recording 300 (20th) and 364 (22nd) and 400
went through the Ingrebourne (13th). Walthamstow Marsh hosted two Black Redstarts and a Common Redstart on the
25th and another was at Gallions Reach on the 24th where Iceland Gull (5th), Black Tern and Great White Egret (13th),
Brent Goose (20th) and Goshawk (27th) made for a good month. Two more Great Whites were over Chafford Hundred on
the 2nd and Cornmill Meadows hosed another on the 31st as well as a Goshawk on the 31st.
There were two additional Goshawk sightings from Woodford Green on the 7th and 25th and a fifth for the month over
the KGV Reservoir on the 17th. A ringtail Hen Harrier was high over Romford on the 22nd with a Raven and a Marsh
Harrier and Red Kites were seen over Wanstead Flats. The KGV played host to its returning female Hooded Merganser
on the 15th through to the 23rd at least but rather bizarrely a second female type with a damaged upper mandible was
seen there on the 19th. The site also hosted an Arctic Tern (16th), Goosander (17th), Scandinavian Rock Pipits (25th and
29th), two Black Redstarts (from the 22nd) and a Sanderling (29th). Further Rock Pipits were over Walthamstow Wetlands
(12th) and Wanstead Flats (23rd) where Woodlark and Short-eared Owl were recorded the same day. A staggering 787
Ring-necked Parakeets were seen there on the 29th and 400 went through the Wetlands on the 21st with Short-eared
Owl and 14 Barnacle Geese the same day. A Jack Snipe was seen at Waterworks (28th) and Woodpigeons were well on
the move with 11000 (29th) and 16000 (20th) over Chafford Hundred being the biggest days.
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The Jackdaw movement noted at Rainham was mirrored in other areas during the same four days from the 17th with
1248 through Walthamstow, 144 over Chafford Hundred and 250 through Collier Row. A Bittern was back at Seventy
Acres from the 15th and another was over Chafford Hundred on the 29th.

South-East Essex
River watching off Canvey proved worthwhile with some notable dates: 5th: Manx Shearwater, six Scoter, Bonxie, Little
Gull; 21st: 628 Gannet, 19 Scoter, Black-throated Diver, 12 Bonxie, 11 Guillemot; 23rd: three Red-throated Divers, Blackthroated Diver, seven Scoter, two Eider; 29th: 12 Gannet, 220 Scoter, two Long-tailed Duck, 21 Merganser, two Guillemot,
two Great Northern Diver, Great White Egret, Pomarine Skua, three Bonxie, 12 Kittiwake, Little Gull; Purple Sandpiper,
two Short-eared Owls; 30th: 150 Scoter, Eider, two Long-tailed Duck, four Merganser, Great Northern Diver, three Redthroated Diver, Black-throated Diver, four Leach’s Petrel, Pomarine Skua, Little Gull; Razorbill, ringtail Hen Harrier: 31st:
eight Eider, two red-throated Diver, 60 Scoter, two Arctic Skua, two Long-tailed Ducks. Not bad for an otherwise quiet
October! Some of these impressive days were mirrored up river in the Coalhouse Fort/Tilbury/TTNP stretch with 5th: 67
Brent Geese; 20th: a staggering 370 Brent Geese; 21st: 73 Gannet, Goldeneye; 29th: 125 Brent Geese, five Goldeneye,
six Merganser, 61 Scoter, four Eider, 12 Kittiwakes and a Razorbill; 30th: male Long-tailed Duck, 12 Scoter. Black-tailed
Godwits peaked at 1897 here on the 3rd and a Curlew Sandpiper was seen on the 10th. TTNP also continued to host a
Black-necked Grebe from mid-September. Seven Velvet and four Common Scoter were good flybys off Wakering Stairs
on the 13th. Five Cattle Egret were last seen at Wat Tyler on the 3rd along with a Great White Egret. Another of the latter
was out on RSPB Canvey West on the 28th with up to three on RSPB Wallasea from the 20th.
Further Great Whites were at Russell Green (10th), Bradwell BO (20th) and Hanningfield reservoir (9th and 20th) with
Black-necked Grebe also present and a Curlew Sandpiper there on the 27th. RSPB Wallasea also held three Short-eared
owls from the 31st and a ringtail Hen Harrier from the 18th while seven Curlew Sandpipers and a Little Stint on the 19th
were getting late as was the solitary Black Tern on the 1st. A count of 350 Sanderling at Gunners Park was superb on the
10th and the site did well with Shags on the 8th and 30th and a good flurry of Ring Ouzels with seven on the 8th and six
others before the 20th. A Yellow-browed Warbler was trapped and ringed on the 22nd and a Black Redstart was seen the
same day with two on the 24th. Other Black Reds appeared at the same time in Hockley, Foulness and Fobbing. South
Woodham Ferrers mirrored Gunners with a Ring Ouzel and Yellow-browed Warbler on the 12th.
A Water Pipit was also seen on Stow Marsh (5th) with three more at Ropers Farm on the 31st. Four Whooper Swans were
nearby at Paglesham Lagoon on the 27th while Merlins dashed through Bowers, Canvey, Gunners, Wallasea and TTNP.
Ravens were seen over Stow Marsh and Tilbury and four Ring Ouzel were out on RSPN Bowers on the 9th. A Siberian
Chiffchaff at Burnham on the 2nd was the only record and Firecrests were seen at Tilbury (27th) and Shoebury (29th)
with twos at both sites. Coal Tits were noted in garden where they do not normally occur and the feeling was that these
were near Continental in origin.

Mid Essex
Abberton Reservoir continued with its Great White Egrets and Spoonbill theme from September with a high of ten of
the former on the second but still about six by month end. The Spoonbill duo were joined by a third from the 5th and
were still around on the 10th. The two drake Ring-necked Ducks were seen on and off and a single Long-tailed Duck
was noted on four dates with the first two Goosanders on the 12th and six by the 19th. Two Common Scoter were seen
on the 3rd with another and a female Scaup were seen on the 23rd. A Little Gull as seen on the 3rd and Ouzel (19th),
Wheatear (19th) and Lesser Whitethroat (28th) added passerine interest. Nearby there were five Cattle Egrets at RSPB
Old Hall Marshes on the 15th.
The Colne was quite busy with Fingeringhoe holding male Scaup (17th), 600 Avocet and Merlin (25th) and Hen Harrier
(30th) with nine Marsh Harriers roosting out on Langenhoe Ranges. Woodlark and Curlew Sandpiper were seen up at
Alresford (20th) and Purple Sandpiper and Eider were seen at Brightlighsea (13th) with a Great White Egret there on the
10th. East Mersea had a good run with Purple Sandpiper (14th), Curlew Sandpiper (15th), two Spoonbills from the 16th,
Crane and two Little Auks (22nd), Firecrest (28th) and two Barnacle Geese with the Brents (30th). West Mersea drew
in some good passerines with Ouzels (12th, 14th and 17th) and Black Redstarts (23rd and three on the 27th) while a
Common Redstart was late on the 20th. A single Arctic Tern was seen at Loft’s Farm on the 9th.
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North Essex
The Naze was well watched and produced some good finds with Yellow-browed Warblers (two on 6th, 7th, 9th and two
on the 12th when over 20 Chiffchaffs were counted and 24th), Pallas’s Warbler (29th-30th), Firecrests on several dates
(including nine on the 24th), Barred Warbler (9th), late Spotted Flycatcher and Willow Warbler (13th), Snow Bunting
(10th), Lapland Bunting (23rd and 27th), Red-throated Pipit over (23rd), Ring Ouzels (eight between the 6th and 15th),
two Woodlarks and Whinchat (15th), Hawfinch (12th), Wheatear and Short-eared Owl (9th). A late Yellow Wagtail was
seen at Holland Haven (9th) with a similarly tardy Tree Pipit (10th), Whinchat (13th) and two incoming Short-eared Owls
(16th). A Firecrest was seen on the 29th with a solitary Snow Bunting at Jaywick on the 27th. Black Redstarts were seen
on Holland-on-Sea (23rd) and at Colne Point (22nd) with Merlin on a couple of dates and a Dartford Warbler (24th) also
at the latter site while another Snow Bunting was at St Osyth on the 30th where five Little Gulls blew by on the 14th.
Further Ouzels were noted at Wigboro Wick Farm with four on the 13th and inland at Halstead on the 16th. Ravens were
seen around the Walters on several dates while two Great White Egrets over Great Horkesley were a good inland find.
Frinton had a very busy month with vis mig and Paul Brayshaw has very kindly supplied me with a summary which
saves me having to do maths! A month dominated by westerlies but a couple of decent days with wildfowl moving
so reasonable totals of 10535 Brent and 1202 Common Scoter, eight Long Tailed Ducks and three Great White Egrets.
However only 227 Gannet, no shearwaters, no Little Gull, just 7 auks (all bigger ones!). Skuas totalled just 15 skuas (two
Pom, eight Arctic, five Bonxie). However passerines were much better represented though with totals of six Woodlark
(best year ever), 644 Skylark, 1685 Meadow Pipit, 5473 Starling, 19 Tree Sparrow, 813 Chaffinch, 15428 Goldfinch, 308
Siskin (although 66% of those on one day), 3413 Linnet, 37 Redpoll, 28 Brambling. The latter two have been quite scarce
so far this autumn, whist 79 Greenfinch is a meagre return reflecting the status of this bird and the lowest total yet (years
2006-2013 averaged over 1000).

Brambling by Steve Grimwade

Starling by Steve Grimwade

Ring Ouzel by Sean Nixon

Spoonbill by Steve Grimwade

Firecrest by Sean Nixon

Meadow Pipit by David Curle
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Events for 2020
Society Events for January 2020
Indoor Meeting

The GAMBIA - Friday 3rd January 2020
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.
Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your
own cup to save plastic!). Free parking on site or in either Fairfield Road or Coval Lane car parks (charges apply).

Swallow Birding’s Steve Grimwade shows us many of the birding highlights in the smallest
country in Africa and along the river Gambia; Goliath Heron, various species of Bee-eater and
Roller, owls and other raptors all feature in this excellent presentation. Highly recommended!

Field Trip by Luxury Coach

LACKFORD LAKES SWT RESERVE & LYNFORD ARBORETUM
Sunday 19th January 2020 (7.30am start)
For more details and to reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00).

The Lackford reedbed has so much potential to see Water Rail, Kingfisher and winter thrushes.
The Lynford habitat offers Brambling, Crossbill, Hawfinch, Firecrest and possible Goshawk.
Chelmsford pick up only!

Little Bee-eaters by Steve Grimwade

Crossbill by Steve Grimwade

WINTER BIRDING DAY AT
FINGRINGHOE WICK EWT RESERVE
Sunday 26th January 2020

Come along to Fingringhoe Wick EWT reserve for this annual event with the
EBwS and Essex-based Wildlife holiday company ‘Swallow Birding’ for a day with
free guided bird walks around the nature reserve with expert guides.
There will also be help with bird identification, great food and drink in the
tearoom during the day and a chance to renew your EBwS subscriptions! Don’t
miss out, we hope to see you there for this FREE event.
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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EBWS Pin Badges
They are 30mm square, come in smooth
and raised finishes and are just a minimum
of £1 donation each.
Available at evening talks and field trips.

The EBwS Executive
Committee would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas
and a bird-filled 2020!
Thank you for your support
throughout 2019
Fieldfare by Steve Grimwade

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY SOCIAL MEDIA
Don’t forget to join our Facebook or
Twitter pages which feature all our up and
coming events, bird photos, bird news
and lots of other interesting stuff!
Follow us at:https://www.facebook.com/ebwsinfo
or
https://twitter.com/EssexBirdNews

If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society
please email “unsubscribe” to info.ebws@gmail.com
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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