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Dear Essex Birders
Hope you are all enjoying the summer despite the ongoing Covid-19 situation which has changed our lives in
many ways. Despite the turmoil in the world, it is good to see so many people out birding whether it be in their
gardens or local patches. Don’t forget to add your sightings to the EBwS website. In the meantime, stay safe, take
care and I hope your enjoy this bumper summer issue!
Best wishes to all.

Steve

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
With Government Restrictions on indoor gatherings and continuing Social Distancing
Regulations the Society has reluctantly decided to cancel the
Friday 4th September 2020 and Friday 2nd October 2020 Evening Meetings
at the Friends Meeting House in Rainsford Road Chelmsford.
We will keep the situation under review but
the wellbeing of our members must come first.
We hope our outdoor walks may still go ahead
and will advise on these nearer to the proposed dates
Stay safe everyone!

Little Ringed Plover by Matt Turner
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Essex Ornithological Summary
April 2020 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
Sightings were few and far between with the reserve being closed but the river wall was still visited by those local enough.
A Spoonbill dropped in on the 2nd and two Great White Egrets did the same on the 7th and breeding waders were in full
flow with many Lapwing and Redshank and it looks promising for Oystercatcher, Avocet and Little Ringed Plover. Down
on the river the predictable arrival of Bar-tailed Godwits started on the 13th with single figures on several dates and
Whimbrel were recorded on nine dates totalling 37 birds with 12 on the 12th being the highest. Four Greenshanks were
seen on the 20th and the last Black-tailed Godwits were four on the 6th. Common Terns became regular and the first three
Arctic Terns went through on the 6th with an impressive 60 on the 13th and another 29 on the 18th. Single Sandwich and
Black Terns (28th) were also seen as well as numerous Med Gulls and a Kittiwake on the 3rd. There were a few Wheatears
including six Greenlands on the 30th and Whinchats on the 14th and 30th and Ouzels on the 16th and 18th. A Redstart
was seen on the 6th and the usual breeding warbler suspects were all back and present with the exception of Grasshopper
Warblers. Marsh Harriers are settled in there were four Red Kite and several Raven sightings. Two Short-eared Owls were
last seen on the 1st.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
Lockdown concentrated efforts to gardens and immediate local sites but the good thing about this largely urban area
meant that many could take their constitutional on their patch from home. Raptors were a big thing with so many
birders being at home and there were over 100 Red Kites reported with seven over Collier Row on the 23rd being the
highest single site (a flat roof ) day count. Buzzards were prolific and Marsh Harriers were added to lists in Romford (3rd),
Woodford Green (5th and Upminster (25th) along with numerous Peregrine, Sparrowhawk and Kestrel along with the
first Hobbies. Ospreys were seen over Hornchurch (18th), Upminster and Dagenham (20th), two over Romford (25th)
and Gidea Park (26th). Star raptor billing went to the Black Kite low over Hornchurch on the 15th and the huge immature
White-tailed Eagle that soared over Harold Hill on the 21st. Similarly there were eight records of lockdown Ravens too
and a Short-eared Owl was over Wanstead Flats on the 8th. A Cattle Egret remained at Cornmill Meadows till the 17th
and another was near Upminster on the 2nd while Great White Egrets were over Upminster (16th) and the Banbury
Reservoir (24th) and a Bittern over Rush Green (4th) was a nice garden surprise. Several birders picked up migrating
Common Scoter on Noc Mig equipment in the first week but others actually heard them passing too and a single was
on the KGV reservoir from the 12th-18th. The Reservoir continued to hold the immature male Hooded Merganser till the
24th along with five Goldeneye and a Goosander (till 30th), drake Long-tailed Duck (23rd), two drake Scaup (till 21st), a
pair of Pintail (1st) and a Brent Goose on the 2nd. It also hosted most of the witnessed inland tern passage with Arctics
(ten on 13th, two on 17th and 13th on 28th), Sandwich (singles on 1st, 11th, 17th, 23rd and 28th), Blacks (11th, three
on 18th, 19th and 23rd) and Little (singles on 17th and 19th). Sixty-six Little Gulls also moved through there on seven
dates including 24th on 10th, 20 on 20th and 14 on 23rd. Unsurprisingly other sites in the Lee Valley also picked up a few
with Walthamstow Wetlands having Little Gull (19th), Arctic Tern (ten on 28th) and Sandwich Tern (four on 6th). Another
Arctic was at Hooks Marsh on the 7th with two at the Thames Barrier on the 5th where three Sandwich Terns were seen
the same day. A drake Garganey was seen at Dagenham Chase on the 10th and 17th.
Wader passage was concentrated on the reservoirs with 13 Bar-tailed Godwits through Walthamstow Wetlands and 17
through the KGV. Greenshank, Turnstone, Oystercatcher, Green and Common Sandpipers were all reported along with
12 Whimbrel through the Wetlands on the 28th and eight through the KGV on the 18th. In total 43 were reported from
eight sites and they found their way onto several lockdown lists. Two Avocet on Cornmill Meadows (23rd) were a very
notable Lee valley bird and a Wood Sandpiper was an early migrant near Warley on the 22nd. There were a few late
Fieldfares and redwings to pick up in the first week with the last of the former being on Wanstead Flats on the 14th. Ring
Ouzels were here with two on the 18th and a single on the 28th and others were seen near Upminster on the 7th and
10th and at Dagenham Chase from the 10th-12th. Wheatears were seen at regular spots but in no great numbers and
Whinchats were on the KGV (16th), Wetlands (22nd and 29th) and Wanstead Flats (28th – 30th). Thirteen Nightingales
were discovered on territory and Common Redstarts were on KGV (7th), Walthamstow Marshes (14th), Cely Woods (21st)
and Wanstead Flats (23rd) and a Black Redstart was seen on Sewardstone Marsh till the 6th. Sixteen male Cuckoos were
heard but only a couple of Grasshopper Warblers reeled.
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Two different male Firecrests were on territory in Cranham and Woodlarks flew over Upminster (22nd) and the Mardyke
(25th). There were not many Yellow Wagtails on teh deck but a Blue Headed Was seen on Walthamstow Marshes on the
27th but the only Tree Pipits were over Purfleet on the 6th and Wanstead Flats on the 15th. And saving the best for last a
fine Red-rumped Swallow graced Sewardstone Marsh on the 13th.

South-East Essex
The Cattle Egrets were seen again at South Fambridge heading to roost on the 5th and 30th and a Great White Egrets
were at Great Wakering on the 10th and out on Foulness on the 5th and 13th. A Spoonbill was at Paglesham Lagoon on
the 19th with another making a great flyover garden tick in Westcliffe on the 24th. The two Whooper Swans remained
on the Lower Raypits till at least the 29th. Foulness also hosted a Hoopoe from the 15th which amazingly lingered until
the 22nd while another was seen probing a lawn in Ingatestone on the 17th! A fine male Ring Ouzel spent 12 days from
the 10th near Rochford and another was seen in Gunners Park on the 23rd.Ten Nightingales were singing on Canvey
Wick and Grasshopper Warblers were reeling at Vange and Wakering. Eyes up produced many Red Kite records as well
as Ospreys over Rayleigh on the 8th and Fobbing on the 19th.A very late Black-throated Diver was off Gunners Park on
the 28th and the first local Little Tern was there the same day while upriver at Tilbury there were seven Arctic Terns on
the 20th and 25 on the 28th. Turtle Doves were purring at Shoeburyness from the 21st and others were in Southend and
Boreham gardens. A pair of Garganey were at Hullbridge from the 25th to 28th.
Mid Essex
A quiet month of recording but there were still some highlights to be had even under lockdown. The Whooper Swan
pair remained at Abberton till at least the 15th and one of the Great White Egrets was still around on the 27th. The
last Long-tailed Duck sighting was on the 9th when 20 yellow Wagtails were also seen and five Nightingales were on
territory. Three Cranes were tracked by several lockdowned birders on the 7th and the same with an Osprey on the 10th
while the White-tailed Eagle was Richard Allen’s third over his garden on the 7th! He also had two Ravens on the 17th
and a singing Firecrest on several dates. A Great White Egret was in Limbourne Creek on the 29th with another at Old
Hall Marshes on the 20th along with a Cattle Egret and 15 Whimbrel. A single Great Northern Diver slowly became five
in one flock by the 6th off Mersea and Red-necked Grebe, two Eider and a Shag were there on the 4th. Nightingales
and Firecrests were in Friday Woods but unsurprisingly there was no news out of Fingringhoe. Red Kites were seen by
probably every birder who cared to look up from there garden during the month.
North Essex
Lockdown in Wix proved productive with a first Red Kite on the 2nd followed by ring-tailed Hen Harriers on the 6th
and 8th, Raven on the 6th and the three Cranes on the 7th that later passed over Maldon. Another Raven was seen at
Cattawade on the 11th and over Black Notley on the 28th where the first Spotted Flycatcher of the year was seen on
the 28th. Three male Mandarins at Fuller Street on the 5th were unusual and the female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
was seen again in the Halsted garden on the 4th. Two Ring Ouzel and a great White Egret were at Holland haven on
the 8th. Paul Brayshaw’s view of the sea from his Frinton home was the perfect place for lockdown and he had a great
month and it started in fine style: 1st: 656 red-throated Diver, 261 Cormorants, five Shag, 1867 Brent Geese, 25 Med
Gulls, Glossy Ibis, 26 Buzzard, Hen Harrier, 388 Chaffinch, six Siskin and two Brambling; 2nd: Great Northern Diver and
227 Red-throated Divers; 5th: 65 Little Gulls, three Whimbrel; 7th: 14 red-throated Divers, pair Garganey, Spoonbill, two
Little Gulls, 19 Buzzards, 242 Chaffinch and two Ring ouzel on eth gold course that stayed till the 25th!; 8th: eight Fulmar;
10th: Hooded Crow and lots of waders at night; 12th: 63 Brent Geese, Eider and Whinchat; 13th: 29 Whimbrel; 14th: 18
Buzzard, two Kittiwake, 14 Med Gulls; 15th: 48 Whimbrel; 16th: Arctic Tern; 17th: 18 Fulmar, 24 Whimbrel, Bonxie, Arctic
Skua, two Kittiwake, 12 Sandwich Terns, six Arctic Terns and five Little Terns; 18th: six Fulmar, 97 Whimbrel, 196 Bar-tailed
Godwits, 23 Scoter, Bonxie, 72 Gannet and two Red-throated Divers; 19th: 10 Bar-tailed Godwits, 137 Whimbrel, 32 Knot,
redwing, Wheatear, two Arctic Tern and a Great White Egret; 20th: Hobby, 17 Arctic Terns, ten Sandwich Terns; 21st:
Bonxie; 22nd: 43 Whimbrel; 23rd: 74 Whimbrel; 24th: seven Fulmar and a Red Kite; 25th: 45 Whimbrel; 27th: 40 Whimbrel,
two Mergansers and five Fulmar; 28th: 41 Whimbrel, Arctic Skua, Bonxie and 46 Arctic Tern and 29th: 14 Arctic Terns,
Spoonbill and a full spooner Pomarine Skua to round off the month. Essex is often perceived as missing out on coastal
passage but this sort of spectacle proves once again that it is all out there if you are able to put in the time and effort.

Yellow Wagtail by David Curle
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White-tailed Eagle by Richard Allen

Treecreeper by David Saville

Kestrel by David Saville

Hen Harrier by James Davidson

Little Egret by David L. Smith

Chiffchaff by David Saville

Mandarin Duck by Roger Emmens

Blackcap by David Saville
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Essex Ornithological Summary
May 2020 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
With Lockdown continuing it was a sparse month of river wall sightings once again. A Spoonbill arrived on the 5th and
stayed till the 7th before an immature arrived on the 9th. This one stayed and was joined by an adult on the 16th. They
left on the 18th and were then seen over Walthamstow Wetlands an hour later. A single on the 21st was new as the WW
birds were still present but they came back to visit on the 28th! A few Arctic Terns were noted with two on 3rd, three
on 7th, six on 10th and for on 13th and there were a peak of 70 Common Terns and three Blacks on the 7th. Med Gulls
were seen regularly and a Little Gull headed upriver on the 14th. Wader passage was slow in the glorious conditions
and a few Greenshank, Whimbrel and Common Sandpipers were noted along with Sanderlings on the 7th and 18th and
Turnstone on the 15th and 30th. Two Black Redstarts were seen on the 15th with a single on the 19th and a couple of
late Wheatears were noted and a Spotted Flycatcher was seen on the 25th. Corn Buntings and four male Stonechats were
holding territory and it looks like it will be a good breeding year out on the marsh with young Avocets already along with
Lapwings, Redshank and plenty of duck. Marsh Harriers were still on site and there were several Red Kite sightings.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
There was a little more cautious exploration taking place in the May Lockdown and the Lee Valley did quite well with
Walthamstow Wetlands hosting two Spoonbills on several dates from the 18th along with three Arctic Terns and Osprey
(2nd), Sandwich Tern (7th), seven Whimbrel (10th) and Wheatear (18th). Two Whinchat were on the nearby Marshes on
the 3rd and 6th and a Quail was put up on Sewardstone Marsh on the 4th where nine Whimbrel flew through on the
16th. An immature male Scoter was on the KGV (until the 8th) and a female Goosander lingered there until the 6th. There
was a good selection of common waders through the reservoir including Common Sandpipers and Greenshanks but
17 Dunlin on the 2nd was notable. Six Black Terns were seen on the 6th with two late one on the 31st and there were
three Arctics on the 9th and a single on the 14th. Another Black Tern was seen on the Girling (7th). Three Whinchats
(5th, 7th and 15th) and a Black Redstart (2nd) was also seen on the KGV reservoir. A Marsh Harrier was a good Valley
bird over Seventy Acres on the 12th and a Honey Buzzard was seen over Woodford Green on the 9th. Another Osprey
was over Ilford on the 4th and an immature White Tailed Eagle circled there on the 24th. Red Kites were everywhere with
immature birds piling back into the country along the south coast. Peak counts of these migrant birds included six over
Ardleigh Green (2nd) and Upminster (18th). In addition to these, possibly ten territories have been discovered in the area
which is great news. Goshawks were also noted in a regular spot and Hobbies have been frequently seen so perhaps a
good raptor summer approaches.
Passage Spotted Flycatchers were seen in Chafford Hundred (16th), Waterworks NR and on Wanstead Flats and one
breeding site was occupied. Fly through garden Turtle Doves were seen in Upminster and South Ockendon and a purring
male was back at North Weald. Five Firecrests were on territory at three sites with a brood seen at one and a passage
bird was in the Mardyke (9th) and Upminster (30th) while two pair of Hawfinch were confirmed at a traditional spot.
Brook Farm, Upminster also had a Bee-eater over on the 16th. A male Golden Oriole was a great find at Grimston’s Oak
in Epping Forest and it seems with so much more Forest walking taking places that more Mandarin broods have been
reported than for many years. The roving female Smew cropped up again at Highams Park Lake and the immature drake
Hooded Merganser that wintered on the KGV was seen at Connaught water a couple of times.
South-East Essex
RSPB Bowers Marsh had a productive month with a drake Garganey and Black-necked Grebe on several dates along with
five singing Grasshopper Warblers and a few passage waders that included up to three Wood Sandpipers from the 14th
and eight Greenshank. A Short-eared Owl was seen on the 8th and other late birds were at the Lower Ray Pits (where
the pair of Whooper Swans still lingered) and Blue House Farm. The three ranging Cattle Egrets were seen RSPB Wallasea
on the 14th and Great White Egrets were at South Fambridge (2nd) and on Foulness (3rd) where the Little Egrets were
having a good year. A Glossy Ibis was seen near Wat Tyler CP on the 7th and 8th while another Cattle Egret was out on
Fobbing on the 14th. A sum plum red-throated Diver was a great find off Gunners park on teh 19th and a Black redstart
was seen there on the 10th. Turtle Doves were purring at six sites and Cuckoos, Nightingales and Grasshopper Warblers
seem to be having a good year.
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Spotted Flycatchers and Firecrests were found on territory at Westley heights and Ravens were noted over Shoebury and
Tilbury. The river was quiet with just a few Arctic terns up to Tilbury in the first week and Med Gulls are a daily fixture up
that way now with so many breeding just across the river. And all that garden time resulted in a large number of Red
Kite sightings. I just hope someone in the EBwS is collecting all these sightings!

Mid Essex
A Great White Egret was still knocking around Abberton Reservoir during May and three Cattle Egrets were seen
regularly entering the Little Egret colony. An Osprey was seen on the 6th and a 1st summer Little Gull was noted on the
14th and 29th while a drake Garganey showed well on the 10th. A Great White Egret was on West Mersea on the 25th
and a pair of Cattle Egrets was at another site which is promising. A White Stork circled Ulting on the 24th and Red Kites
circled almost anywhere you care to mention! A Black Redstart was holding territory in Maldon, a Firecrest was singing
at Friday Woods and Turtle Doves were heard purring at least five sites. Two Med Gulls were inland at Ardleigh Reservoir
and a Raven was seen over Stanway both on the 13th. And finally, check those garden Starlings as a Rose Coloured was
seen in Mayland on the 28th.
North Essex
The weather was just too good in May and there were scant highlights from the coastal strip with four Spotted Flycatchers
and seven Med Gulls at the Naze on the 23rd and a calling Bee-eater there on the 27th. Holland Haven fared a little better
with 23 Whimbrel (5th), the first Tawny Owl in 20 years (17th), two Temminck’s Stints (18th), a perched Honey Buzzard
(20th), Caspian Gull (22nd) and a couple of Spotted Flycatchers from the 18th. Frinton sea staring produced a scattering
of Gannets, Fulmars, Kittiwakes, Guillemots and Terns with 36 Little on the 8th being notable. A Bonxie and five Arctic
Skuas were seen on the 4th with eight more Arctics and a Pomarine on the 11th. The traditional late push of Dark-bellied
Brent Geese included 223 (23rd), 34 (24th) and 119 (25th). Three Pintail and two Tufted Duck (10th) and Pochard (24th)
were notable. There were several Cuckoos and hobbies recorded in off as well as five Crossbills (24th), a Serin (25th) and
a 1st summer male Red-footed Falcon for a few minutes on the 26th. Elsewhere across the area there were many migrant
Red Kite sightings as well as the now resident birds and Turtle Doves were purring nicely up at Wrabness.

Nightingale by Karl Price

Common Tern by Matt Turner

Cattle Egret by Nick Smith

Sand Martins by Paul Chamberlain

Registered Charity No. 1142734

www.ebws.org.uk

Turtle Dove by Paul Chamberlain

Essex Ornithological Summary
June 2020 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
Breeding season was in full swing and it looks like being a very good year for Redshank and Lapwing once again. Avocets,
Little Ringed Plovers and Oystercatchers are nesting within the electric fence too and water levels have remained good.
Two broods of Marsh Harriers have already fledged and there have been plenty of young wildfowl and warblers around.
Late wader passage included a Sanderling till the 4th along with ten Ringed Plovers and two Dunlin and three Curlews
seem to be summering . Three ‘limosa’ Black-tailed Godwits were seen on the 26th when an adult Spoonbill was seen
once again with two adults till the 30th. A Great White Egret drifted through on the 29th and there were a couple of Kite
sightings. Three Barnacle Geese were noted on the 8th and Great Black-backed Gulls have bred for the first time on one
of the redundant Thames jetties. The first Yellow-legged Gulls were back by the 22nd and Caspian was noted the same
day. A Black Redstart was seen again and two Grasshopper Warblers started reeling again for second nesting attempts.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
Walthamstow Wetlands was graced again by the adult and immature Spoonbills on the 1st and 20th and a late Osprey
drifted through, also on the 1st. Wader passage began from the 23rd with the first Green and Common Sandpipers
and there were 12 of the latter on the 30th. Two Curlew on the 27th were also noteworthy. The Little Ringed plovers
have bred at Dagenham Chase and Green Sandpipers were here and in the Ingrebourne from the 16th while a Wood
Sandpiper called over Chafford Hundred on the 24th. Red Kites drifted around but there was a definite south east push
on the 2nd and third with fives over Hornchurch and Upminster and six over Wanstead Flats . A Quail was flushed in the
Ingrebourne on the 14th and one was singing in rural Upminster on the 25th. Mandarins seem to having a good year in
Epping Forest with more brood reported and two singing Firecrests were found there. There was a good swift push on
the 30th with 2491 south over Brook Farm during that day while Med Gulls and Crossbills were also moving about. Meds
were seen over Chafford and Grays and nine were as far upriver as Beckton STW on the 13th. A total of 37 Crossbills were
seen and heard from the 19th and I suspect that there will be more to come during July.
South-East Essex
RSPB Bowers Marsh continued to host Black-necked Grebes and was visited by a Spoonbill on the 24th and 26th. Three
Wigeon were unseasonal throughout and Greenshank, Green Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank (14th and 18th) all
hinted that the mid-summer wader return was already underway.
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On nearby RSPB Vange marshes there were also 14 Black-tailed Godwits on the 27th and a Knot was with five Dunlin on
RSPB Wallasea on the 12th. Upriver the first Yellow-legged Gulls were at East Tilbury from the 20th with 20 before month
end and a Sandwich Tern was up that way on the 27th. Two Little Terns were off Gunners Park on the 11th and 12th with
a Black Tern there on the 14th. Med Gulls are such a feature of the south Essex summer now with dozens of birds along
the Southend seafront and counts of 28 on Canvey (12th), 100 at Gunners Park (29th) and 109 over Blue House Farm
the same day where the three Cattle Egrets remained all month. Two Guillemots were off Canvey on the 11th too and a
single Short-eared Owl was seen out on Foulness. Grasshopper Warblers continued to reel at Bowers and Canvey Wick
and a singing Marsh Warbler at South Benfleet was popular from the 9th to the 21st at least. Two Ravens and six redcrested Pochards were at Hanningfield Reservoir on the 7th and Red Kites continued to circulate. Surprisingly only one
Crossbill (Belfairs on 23rd) was noted.

Mid Essex
Abberton Reservoir continued to hold a single Great White Egret but there was no news on the Cattle Egrets during June
although two were at Tollesbury. The two female Goldeneye remained throughout and a drake Garganey was seen on
the 13th. Huge numbers of Swifts congregated but nothing unusual was noted amongst them. An Osprey was over
Shrub end on the 6th and a few Red Kites were seen while two Ravens were over Galleywood on the 22nd. Bradwell Gp
west of Coggershall held a Wood Sandpiper on the 28th and 29th as well as breeding Little Ringed Plovers, Sand Martins
and Common Terns and an over-summering Wigeon. The Black Redstarts were seen again in Maldon and Crossbills were
noted over Copford (14th), Berechurch and Wivenhoe (22nd)
North Essex
The Naze kept giving in early June with a singing Marsh Warbler on the 3rd and Blyth’s Reed Warbler on the 5th as part
of a national influx of both species. A Black Redstart was seen on the 1st and the 3rd also had a Red-breasted Flycatcher
and 17 Crossbill on the 8th. There were regular Med Gull sightings and a Siskin moved through on the 13th. Nearby
Holland Haven had a Great White Egret on the 2nd and seven, presumed Hamford Water, Barnacle Geese dropped in on
the 4th. A colour ringed and flagged ‘limosa’ Black-tailed Godwit paid several visits from the 12th and the first ‘icelandica’
race bird were noted on the 28th with 27 seen but it was the Bee-eater on the 13th that made the locals smile. Grey
partridges were seen inland at Thaxted and a brood of mandarin were in Newport while nine Crossbills flew over Mistley
on the 8th. The last few straggling Brent Geese headed north past Frinton with 67 on the 2nd and four on the 3rd and
a Black Swan north offshore with 73 Canada Geese was a bizarre sight! A Great White Egret headed north on the 13th.
There was a small Swift push on the 5th with 1461 noted along with a fine male red-backed Shrike and another 1443
Swifts moved through on the 27th but it was the 29th when it went Swift mad with 17,180 recorded south. Another 1270
moved through on the 30th. Finches were also on the move with nine Siskins on the 26th and 67 on the 29th with four
Crossbills on 27th, 18 on 25th and 23 on the 29th. Last but my no means least a Rose Coloured Starling was at Colne
Point on the 9th.

Marsh Warbler by Sean Nixon
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Cattle Egret by Sean Nixon

Essex Ornithological Summary
July 2020 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
With the trails reopening in mid-July there were a few more sightings to be had including an eclipse male Garganey
from the Ken Barrett Hide from the 18th and two more fly overs by a White Stork on the 23rd and 24th. There were a
few passage waders dribbling through with Common and Green Sandpipers, Black-tailed Godwits, Whimbrels and also
a Greenshank (18th) and Turnstone (19th). Yellow-legged Gull number built up slowly with a peak of 55 on the 23rd and
Caspian Gulls were noted on the 7th and two on the 23rd along with regular Med Gull sightings. A single Sandwich Tern
on the 7th was the only non Common Tern. A Spoonbill dropped in on the 15th continuing the good run this year and
there were early Whinchat(12th) and Wheatear (27th) seen alogn the river wall as well as five passage Siskins on the 7th
and a few Yellow Wagtails. Marsh Harriers and Peregrines were seen daily but the star bird though was a juvenile Merlin
on the 31st. A juvenile Cuckoo performed well on several dates.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
Walthamstow Wetlands had a good early wader passage month with 12 Common Sandpipers and Greenshank (1st),
Black-tailed Godwits (on on 4th and eight on 19th), Whimbrel (14th and 16th), Oystercatcher (16th), Redshank and
Dunlin (19th), Little Ringed Plover (20th) and Turnstone (23rd). Not to shoddy at all for inland in July! Four Cattle Egrets
visited the heronry on the 12th with two again on the 22nd. Willow Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher were on the move
early and there was a Whinchat on the 18th.. Greenshank (21st) and a good number of Common Sandpipers were also
on the KGV and an Arctic and Little Tern were present there on the 27th with two Littles the following day. Elsewhere
there were Little Ringed Plovers, Common and Green Sandpipers noted at Dagenham Chase and a Curlew over Romford
(11th) and Whimbrel over Wanstead Flats (22nd) pointed at further movement. At Gallions Reach there were 17 Blacktailed Godwits, eight Common Sandpipers, Sandwich Tern and two Arctic Terns on the 19th and generally there were
good numbers of Common Sandpipers on this whole stretch of the Thames. Different adult Med Gulls were seen at
Dagenham Chase on three dates and two Great White Egrets were over Brook Farm, Upminster on the 27th with a Quail
singing just up the road in North Ockenden on the 3rd.
A Redstart was seen at Gilbert’s Slade in Epping Forest on the 26th and the first Whinchat was actually on Tylers Common
on the 11th. A few Siskins were noted on the move as were predictably Crossbills with five Ardleigh Green (2nd), 13
Wanstead Park (6th), three Dagnam Park (17th), one South Weald (18th) and three in Epping Forest (20th). The Kelevdon
Hatch Ravens drifted down towards Brentwood on occasion.
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South-East Essex
Things stayed fairly static on the RSPB South Essex Marshes with Black-necked Grebe, three Wigeon, Greenshank and
Spotted Redshank at Bowers and Vange but they did play host to three roosting White Storks from the Knepp project
on the 22nd and bizarrely an unringed bird on the 23rd and 24th. This trio and a single mirrors other reports from
various Thameside locations. Ospreys were noted over Hanningfield (7th) and Basildon (3rd) and a family of Ravens
was at Tilbury on the 11th. Ravens were also seen out at Fleet Head and on Foulness again. A Great White Egret was on
RSPB Wallasea (15th) and up to five Cattle Egrets were still being seen around the Blue House Farm area. Perhaps they
are breeding close by? On the Thames there was a good early count of 938 Black-tailed Godwits, 377 Avocets and 81
Yellow-legged Gulls at East Tilbury on the 23rd and two early Goldeneye and two Black Terns were seen off Canvey Point
on the 31st. Med Gulls were omnipresent in the outer Thames with dozens present along the Southend seafront and
aggregations that included over 100 anting above Coombe Wood on the 30th. A Little Gull was similarly noted over
Rayleigh on the 2nd where it was picked up on call. The only Crossbills were four over Boreham on the 1st and eight
over Bowers on the 24th. The first local Whinchat was there on the 21st with others from the 28th while a Wheatear was
at Gunners Park on the 30th.
Mid Essex
Up to three Great White Egrets were to be seen at Abberton Reservoir and at least one Cattle Egrets was noted
there along with two garganey (3rd), five Red-crested Pochards (12th), the three summering female Goldeneye and a
traditional mid-summer Ruddy Shelduck from the 26th. A Spoonbill was seen on the 1st with two on the 18th and four
Mandarin were still noteworthy. Nearby RSPB Old Hall Marshes held up to seven Cattle Egrets and four Spoonbills during
July along with ten Spotted Redshanks amongst the other returning waders. A single unseasonal Brent Goose was
seen on the 29th and Turtle Doves were heard in the farmyard trees. A female Red-crested Pochard was on lofts Farm
on the 29th and a brood of garganey were near South House farm, Maldon on the 18th which is great news as was the
continued presence of the pair of food collecting Black Redstarts in the town. An Osprey was over Heybridge on the
20th and another Garganey was inland at Bradwell GP, Coggershall on the 12th with a good passage of waders there a
week later with 12 Little ringed plovers, Green and Common sandpipers, Black-tailed Godwit and two Dunlin. A flock of
27 Black-tailed Godwits also dropped into Titchmarsh Reservoir in Writtle on the 9th. A family of Spotted Flycatchers in
Copford Church proved popular.
North Essex
Traditionally July is a quiet month but there was still some movement to be noted from Frinton with four figure Swift
counts of several dates (including 4328 on the 27th) and a steady southward movement of hirundines. Crossbills were
regularly noted with 59 on 6th, two on 8th, 33 on 17th, three on 21st and ten on the 29th along with a few Siskins and
the first arrival of drifting warblers with ten Willow Warblers fresh in on the 29th. Med Gulls were moving too with daily
counts but 93 (14th) and 35 (13th) being notable. The first ‘autumn’ Arctic Skua was seen on the 22nd and three Fulmars
were seen on the 31st. Away from here there were some good congregations of Sandwich Terns at the Naze and in
Hamford Water counts of 46 (18th) and 64 (30th) and Arctic waders were already coming back with 135 Sanderling, 62
Bar-tailed Godwits, 40 Whimbrel and 49 Greenshank on the 18th while the local Barnacle Goose flocks reached 124!
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Request for Articles & Photographs
Greg Hope, our new editor of Essex Birding is currently preparing
the next issue of our magazine ‘Essex Birding’ and
would be grateful for any articles and/or photographs.
These could be about birding abroad or at home.
The deadline is November 2020.
Please send any articles for the magazine to:
hopegreg@ymail.com
Many thanks!

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY SOCIAL MEDIA
Don’t forget to join our Facebook or
Twitter pages which feature all our up and
coming events, bird photos, bird news
and lots of other interesting stuff!
Follow us at:https://www.facebook.com/ebwsinfo
or
https://twitter.com/EssexBirdNews

Colin Undrill has kindly sent us these photos of Red Kite and Sparrowhawk from his garden during the past few weeks.

Sparrowhawk by Colin Undrill

Red Kite by Colin Undrill
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