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Dear Essex Birders
With chillier mornings and cooler days, we are very much in autumn now and many of our summer migrants 
will be replaced by autumn and winter migrants in the coming weeks. We were hoping to launch the Big County 
Birdwatch around now but with recent Covid restrictions we have had to adapt this years effort so we will now 
have THE BIG COUNTY GARDEN BIRDWATCH running from Friday 2nd - Monday 5th October 2020. I hope to 
send details of this great event in the next week or so.... watch this space!
Best wishes to all. 

Steve

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Due to the new law which came into force on Monday 14th Sept 2020 regarding 

the number of people (Maximum of 6) that are legally permitted to meet in a 
social gathering, it is with regret that all EBwS field trips planned for 2020 have 

had to be cancelled.

Short-eared Owl by Steve Grimwade
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Essex Ornithological Summary 
August 2020 by Howard Vaughan

RSPB Rainham Marshes

August was fairly slow going with few passage waders using the reserve as it was still very dry till later in the month. 
However, there were Green and Common Sandpipers to see and a Wood Sandpiper showed well on the 15th. Down on 
the river there were still Avocets and a few Black-tailed Godwits and a single Bar-tailed on the 1st. The immature Spoonbill 
was seen all month and a Cattle Egret arrived on the 7th and briefly became five on the 19th. A Great White Egret was 
seen on the 15th and was possibly the one summering on Dartford Marsh. The river was very quiet with very few Common 
Terns with no evidence of the huge push up past Tilbury in the first week and Sandwich Terns on three dates. A flock of 38 
Arctic Terns headed powerfully through on the 25th. The odd Yellow Wagtail, Wheatear and Whinchat were reported and 
Tree pipit (15th) and Crossbill (22nd) suggested ongoing passage. A Garganey was noted on the 22nd and a Red Kite on 
the 3rd along with the resident Marsh Harriers and Peregrines.

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)

Walthamstow Wetlands continued with its early wader passage with Black-tailed Godwit (4th and 9th), Greenshank 
(10th) and Whimbrel (13th) amongst the regular Green and Common Sandpipers. Ospreys headed through on the 
27th and 29th with a Marsh Harrier on the 3rd. A Great White Egret flew through on the 8th and another was over 
the Ingrebourne the day before. Up the Lee valley the Scaup remained with 2000 Tufted Ducks on the KGV and Arctic 
Tern (18th) and Black Terns on the 29th and 31st added interest along with the usual waders. A juvenile Kittiwake on 
Seventy Acres on the 17th was a little lost and a Little Gull was over Upminster (15th) and med Gulls were noted by a few 
observers including a juvenile at Dagenham Chase on the 3rd. A Wood Sandpiper was a great find at the Chase on the 
16th-17th and a few other waders were noted on noc mig including Green and Common Sandpipers, Oystercatchers, 
Dunlin and Whimbrel. It was a great month was drift migrants especially from and several sites such as Wanstead Flats, 
the Ingrebourne Valley and Walthamstow Wetlands scored well. There are just too many records to list but potentially 
there were 27 Pied Flycatchers eight sites (15 from the Flats!), 32 Tree Pipits from six sites (ten in Ingrebourne included 
three ringed and 17 from the Flats), 19 Redstarts from six sites (seven the Flats and six The Chase) and most of these 
sites also held Spotted Flycatchers and Whinchats as well. The highest count of the latter was seven on the Flats on the 
26th. This sites also had a three day Nightingale from the 15th and Crossbill (7th) and a Short-eared Owl on the 25th and 
26th. Another SEO was in the Roding Valley Meadows on the 13th. Other Crossbills included Dagnam Park (1st), North 
Ockendon 92nd), four over Hornchurch (8th) and four over Harold Wood Park (16th) and a few Siskins were also noted 
on the move. A Wood Warbler was a star find in Dagnam Park on the 10th and a Grasshopper Warbler was at Gallions 
Reach on the 2nd. This sites hosted a few terns along the Thames with Sandwich on four dates including 12 on the 3rd 
and several Arctic Terns too including 12 on the 29th when Little Gull and Kittiwake were also seen. A Merlin was seen 
on the 25th and a female Goshawk was noted (not for the first autumn) the following day. Down river at West Thurrock 
marshes there was a nice collection of 11 Turnstone, six Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint and nine Knot on the 30th as well 
as the roving immature Spoonbill. An Osprey was over the Ingrebourne Valley on the 24th and a party of seven Red Kites 
including juveniles was following a plough in Upminster on the 20th – how things have changed. 

South-East Essex

There was some good river watching towards the end of the month off Canvey with the 29th and 30th being the best 
days when eight Bonxie and 60 Arctic Terns on the 29th and 12 Bonxies, 21 Arctic Skua and Little Gull (30th). Earlier in the 
month there were 60 Med Gulls on9th, 57 Scoter on 16th, 32 Arctic Terns on 22nd and 22 on 24th and 26 Black Terns on 
8th. Up river at Tilbury and East Tilbury there were several very impressive tern counts made with 1103 Commons on the 
7th including a flock of 493!, 559 on the 8th and 254 on the 29th. As seems the norm with the Thames now, something 
strange is going on with tern movement and these numbers were not picked up either up or down river on those dates. 
Fourteen Arctic Terns on the 29th did however tally with Canvey movement above. Avocets at East Tilbury peaked at 908 
(13th) and single Curlew Sandpipers and Little Stints were seen on the 20th and Yellow-legged Gulls reached 47 (13th). 
A flock of 19 Little Terns was off Wakering Stairs on the 8th. Up to seven Cattle Egrets were knocking around between 
Fobbing, Vange and Wat Tyler and seemed to be mainly immatures and two Great White Egrets were out on Wallasea on 
the 21st where there were also two Curlew Sandpipers from the 15th and a Wood Sandpiper on the 22nd. 
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The South Essex Marshes still held the Black-necked Grebes at Bowers as well as the usual sprinkling of Tringas including 
five Spot Redshanks on Vange (8th) and a Wood Sandpiper on Bowers (31st). An Osprey was over the out on the Crouch 
and seen from several spots on the 8th and 9th and another was over the Lower Ray Pits on the 24th with a lingerer off 
Gunners Park and Shoebury from the 26th. Short-eared owls were seen around Tilbury and on West Canvey on the 25th 
and 29th with another at South Fambridge on the 30th. Early Merlins zipped through four different sites from the 22nd 
with both males and females reported from Wallasea and the Lower Raypits and ravens continued to be seen out at the 
east end of the recording area. Ten Dotterel was on private land at Deal hall on the 22nd and a Corncrake was heard 
near there on the 28th. A Garganey was at Blue House Farm on the 9th and two more were at Hanningfield Reservoir 
on the 3rd were two Arctic Terns, Sanderling and Wood Sandpiper were seen on the 16th and Red-crested Pochards 
peaked at 17 on the 21st. Ospreys were noted on several dates. There was some drift noted with Tree Pipits over Rayne, 
Benfleet, Potton Island and Gunners Park and 17 Pied Flycatchers from seven sites and a good scattering of Whinchats 
and Spotted Flycatchers too. Crossbills were seen over Gunners Park (8th) and Rayne (18th) and the only Redstart was 
near Billericay on the 28th. Wood Warblers were noted at East Tilbury on the 13th and 17th. 

Mid Essex

The Great White Egrets multiplied at Abberton Reservoir and by the 25th there were at least ten on site along with about 
60 Little Egrets in the evening roost and a high of seven Cattle Egrets including juveniles reared at the site for the first 
time. Red-crested Pochards likewise increased to 13 by the 25th and an early Goosander was noted on the 20th while 
Mandarin and Ruddy Shelduck still paddled the causeway margins and a Garganey on the 5th and 27th. There was a 
good scattering of regular passage waders which included several Wood Sandpipers (high of four on 27th) and Curlew 
Sandpipers on the 10th, 24th and 27th. A Spoonbill from the 24th was joined by a second on the 28th. Three Black Terns 
were seen on the 27th. At RSPB Old Hall up to seven Spoonbills lingered all month and the Cattle Egret flock there slowly 
rose to a peak of ten (a double figure county first I think) on the 26th and amongst the waders there were 42 Spotted 
Redshanks and 60 golden Plover on the 14th and 27 Green and two Curlew Sandpipers on the 11th. The Black Redstarts 
successfully fledged young in Maldon and Crossbills were noted over Copford (3rd) and Braintree (7th). The only Pied 
Flycatchers were at Wigborough Church on the 26th when Spotted Flycatchers were also noted.

North Essex

Pied Flycatchers were the order of the day two each at Frinton and the Naze and a single at Holland Haven on the 9th 
being a precursor to the Naze having 15 on the 15th, five on the 17th and singles on the 19th and 29th. The Haven then 
had seven more Pied Fly days with a peak of five on the 16th. Redstarts were here on the 24th and at the Naze 17th 
where an Icterine Warbler was seen on eth 12th. Tree pipits were over the Haven on the 16th and Naze on 22nd when a 
Tree Sparrow was also seen and both sites also recorded Red Kites. A Little Stint at the Haven lingered till the 22nd and 
a Wood Sandpiper was seen from the 14th and two were there on teh 24th with Curlew Sandpiper and a Spoonbill the 
preceding day. A Long-tailed Skua and two Arctics were seen heading south on the 29th. Seven wader species were 
noted on a night time listen at Frinton on the 11th and seven Pied Flys were on the front there on the 15th. Another 
Pied Fly was at Colne Point on the 17th and a Wryneck was at Kirby-le-Soken on the 22nd. Five Short-eared owls were at 
Wigboro Wick Farm on the 31st and an Osprey was over Cattawade on the 27th.

Great White Egrets by Matt Turner
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Spoonbills by Sean Nixon

Mandarin Duck by Steve Grimwade

Wood Sandpiper by David Hale

Redstart by Steve Grimwade

Dotterel by Bob Pease

Merlin by Liz Huxley

Ruddy Shelduck by David Hale

Whinchat by Simon Satchell
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Request for Articles & Photographs
Greg Hope, our new editor of Essex Birding is currently preparing  
the next issue of our magazine ‘Essex Birding’ and  
would be grateful for any articles and/or photographs.

These could be about birding abroad or at home.

The deadline is November 2020. 

Please send any articles for the magazine to: 
hopegreg@ymail.com

Many thanks!

If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society 
please email “unsubscribe” to info.ebws@gmail.com

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY SOCIAL MEDIA 
Don’t forget to join our Facebook or 
Twitter pages which feature all our up and 
coming events, bird photos, bird news 
and lots of other interesting stuff! 

Follow us at:-

https://www.facebook.com/ebwsinfo

or

https://twitter.com/EssexBirdNews

Grey Herons by Winifred Simmons


