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Are you an 
 Essex Birdwatcher?

The Society welcomes new members, so if you would 
like to join, contact the Membership Secretary:  

Mr Peter Dwyer, 48 Churchill Avenue, Halstead CO9 2BE.  
Telephone (01787) 476524

Why not join the Essex Birdwatching Society?
Our activities include:

l	 Monthly slide shows throughout the winter  
on many aspects of ornithology.

l	 Field meetings from August–June.

l	 Members contribute to the Annual Essex Bird 
Report and Essex Birding magazine which are 
sent free to members.

l	 Members actively participate in many national 
surveys and projects including Wetland Bird 
Survey, Common Bird Census etc.

Membership Rates
Adult/Family at one address: £16 

Junior, under 18: £4

EBS 2013 Bird Report covers.indd   2 28/2/16   17:36:42



The

E s s e x
Bird Report

2013

1

1992-95 2000 (3rd =)1997

Best Annual Bird Report

THE
ESSEX BIRD REPORT

2011

Editor:
Graham Smith

Art Editor: S. Patient

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk

Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,

Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122

30900 EBR 2011 INSIDE_SR v2_Layout 1  10/03/2014  09:40  Page 1

Editor: Graham Smith

1

1992-95 2000 (3rd =)1997

Best Annual Bird Report

THE
ESSEX BIRD REPORT

2011

Editor:
Graham Smith

Art Editor: S. Patient

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk

Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,

Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122

30900 EBR 2011 INSIDE_SR v2_Layout 1  10/03/2014  09:40  Page 1

1

1992-95 2000 (3rd =)1997

Best Annual Bird Report

THE
ESSEX BIRD REPORT

2011

Editor:
Graham Smith

Art Editor: S. Patient

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk

Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,

Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122

30900 EBR 2011 INSIDE_SR v2_Layout 1  10/03/2014  09:40  Page 1

1

1992-95 2000 (3rd =)1997

Best Annual Bird Report

THE
ESSEX BIRD REPORT

2011

Editor:
Graham Smith

Art Editor: S. Patient

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk

Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,

Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122

30900 EBR 2011 INSIDE_SR v2_Layout 1  10/03/2014  09:40  Page 1

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   1 28/2/16   19:00:01



Published by the Essex Birdwatching Society

February 2016

Front cover: Long-eared Owl (sean nixon)

Back cover:  Wren, Blue House Farm (brian clark)

Printed by Swallowtail Print
Drayton Industrial Park,  
Taverham Road,  
Drayton,  
Norwich,  
Norfolk NR8 6RL
Phone: 01603 868862
www.swallowtailprint.co.uk

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   2 28/2/16   19:00:02



  3

Contents

				    Page

List of Officers and Committees 2013-2014	 Gerry Johnson	 4

Map of Essex		  5

Please Read This	 Graham Smith	 6

Acknowledgements & Editorial	 Graham Smith	 8

Seasonal Summary of 2012 Records	 Graham Smith	 10

County Records 2013		
	 Systematic List Introduction	 Graham Smith	 18
	 Systematic List 		  20
	A ppendix I: Category D Species	 Graham Smith	 118

List of Contributors	 Graham Smith	 120

Request for Information	 Les Steward	 123

Earliest and Latest Dates of Summer  
	 and  Winter  Visitors	 Graham Smith	 126

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) Count Table	 Anthony Harbott	 128

Gazetteer	 Graham Smith	 129

Essex Waxwings in the winter of 2012–13	 Colin Mackenzie-Grieve	 134

Bradwell Bird Observatory 2013	 Bob Pease 	 140

Essex Ringing Report for 2013	 Simon Cox	 147

Rare Birds in Essex	 Simon Wood	 154

Submission of Records:  
Guidelines for Observers	 Nick Green	 162

Audited  Accounts 2013	 Anthony Harbott	 174

Notice to Contributors	 Nick Green	 177

Reservoir Permit Holders	 Graham Smith	 178

 

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   3 28/2/16   19:00:02



4   The essex bird report 2013
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Please Read This
by Graham Smith

This piece was included by the previous editor, Nick Green, in the 2007 EBR under the title ‘A Last 
Request’. It has also been included in each subsequent EBR, and is repeated here as the problems it 
discusses are ongoing and have caused Les Steward and myself great difficulties. 
w	 PLEASE PLEASE record – if possible – all your observations on an Excel spreadsheet on an 

ongoing basis. Records can be entered directly on to the Society website at www.ebws.org.uk
w	I t is a very simple file with five columns requiring just: 
•  Species	 e.g. Dark-bellied Brent Goose, Red-throated Diver, Blackbird  

	 (see Guidelines for Observers)
•  Location	 e.g. The Naze, Heybridge GP, Seventy Acres Lake (see Gazetteer)
•  Number 	 numeric e.g. 1, 2, 250+ , 2399 

	 but NOT “One” or “Two”; “Several” or “common” is not very helpful!
•  Date	N ote dd/mm/yyyy format [please use forward slash “/” delimiter] 

	 but NOT “12.01.08” (wrong delimiter) nor “20th May”
•  Comment	 e.g. description attached

w	 Please submit your year’s sightings/Excel file before 31st March to the Senior Recorder. The 
Senior Recorder’s postal address and email address can be found on page 5 of the Bird Report 
and on the Fixture Card. The earlier the database can be consolidated, the earlier it can therefore 
be distributed to the sub-editors – the earlier the Bird Report can be finalised…

BTO Bird Track
Alternatively, use the BTO’s Bird Track facility of bird record entry at website:  www.bto.org/
birdtrack.

Rarities 
Please consult “Submission of Records: Guidelines for Observers” on page 162. This has recently 
been revised and updated.  Any national rarity will require a FULL DESCRIPTION and will be judged 
by the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC).  Any county rarity will need a description/notes and 
be judged by the Essex Birdwatching Society’s Identification Panel (EBSIP). The appropriate form can 
be downloaded from the EBS website on the Bird Records page. 
w	A ny digital images/photographs will be greatly welcomed by both BBRC and EBSIP. 

WeBS counters
Please can you ensure that all counts are submitted to the EBS County Recorder and British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) on a timely basis.

Photographers 
If you have any good images please send them to the Editor  ASAP for consideration to be included 
in the next Bird Report. The digital age has certainly revolutionised things for EBS publications but 
slides and photographs are still welcomed.

Artists 
Please liaise with the Editor of the EBR, Graham Smith, (address on pages 4 and 5) for submission of 
drawings.

Papers/Articles
The Editor will always welcome contributions. Please consult the Editor with any questions about 
the format and style.

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   6 28/2/16   19:00:03
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Recruitment Of New Blood
The EBS always welcomes new blood to help with the production of its publications, events and/or 
to serve on its Executive or Recording Committees. 

If you would like to help in any way with particularly the production of the Essex Bird Report and 
would like further information, please contact the Editor or Chairman as soon as possible. Ideally, 4-5 
people need to be involved to spread the workload as much of it is tedious in the extreme. 

Sub-editors are always needed to analyse the raw data and produce the text for the Systematic List. 
Nick Green, the previous editor, wrote no less than nine sub-sections of the 2007 EBR himself. This is 
not a road I am prepared to travel, given that the Society has around 600 members, and the appearance 
of the 2010– 2013 EBRs (late as they are) would not have been possible had it not been for some new 
volunteers stepping forward and existing sub-editors increasing their workload. The editorial team 
is hoping to produce the 2014 EBR in the next 6-8 months and more help is vital if this is 
going to be achieved.

Conclusion
With over 50,000 records being submitted by observers on an annual basis, plus a further 70,000 via 
the BTO’s Bird Track Scheme, it is essential that the jobs for the County Recorder(s), WeBS Coordinator, 
EBR Editor and Identification Panel are made as easy as possible – all EBS posts are unpaid and 
voluntary. 

Please can you therefore:
w	O n an ongoing basis, type your bird records on to an Excel spreadsheet. Please ensure you use 

the correct species’ name, standard locality name and date format.
w	 Email the Excel file/submit your records to the County Recorder before 31st March of the 

following year.  Alternatively, the Recorder is happy to accept paper copy from observers who do 
not own a computer or are unfamiliar with Excel spreadsheets.

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   7 28/2/16   19:00:04
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Acknowledgements & Editorial
by Graham Smith

Thanks to Howard Vaughan for compiling the ELBF. Special thanks to Andy Field for compiling data not 
only for the Mersea birders but also for summarising data for a special Ministry of Defence breeding 
bird survey in Friday Wood. Similar thanks are also due to Dave Morrison for providing data on 
Peregrines.  As usual the Recorder, Les Steward, has helped with many things outside his remit with his 
assistants, Mick Tracey and Terry Jeffreys, who assisted with data entry.  Also thanks to Anthony Harbott, 
our Treasurer, for compiling the WeBS figures.

For their ready co-operation and help in various ways throughout the year, our thanks are due to the 
Editor of British Birds (Roger Riddington) and the Secretary of its Rarities Committee BBRC (Nigel 
Hudson), the Rare Birds Breeding Panel (RBBP) and its Secretary Mark Holling, the East London Birders 
Forum, the Officers of the Essex Wildlife Trust, the London Natural History Society, the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds, the Southend Ornithological Group, the Essex Field Club and, finally, Essex & 
Suffolk Water. 

For the second winter in the past three years the County was visited by large numbers of Waxwings. 
Colin Mackenzie-Grieve has followed up his article on the 2010/11 invasion in the 2011 EBR with 
another fascinating account of the influx that occurred in 2012/13. Our second article this year is the 
regular one from Bradwell Bird Observatory, which again was written by Bob Pease and Alan Shorrock. 
Since the Birds of Essex (Wood 2007) was published the status figures for rare birds that we include 
alongside the species’ heading in the systematic list has – for a variety of reasons – often gone awry. 
Simon Wood has valiantly ploughed his way through all the records of rare birds in Essex over the years 
and produced a definitive report on the status of each one. These are published here in his article on ‘Rare 
Birds in Essex’ and are the benchmark we will be using in future. Finally, it is with pleasure that we include 
a Ringing Report by Dr Simon Cox. It is many years since we last had a report on ringing recoveries in the 
EBR, since when there has been an upsurge in colour-ringing schemes, particularly of gulls and waders 
(but other species as well) and this has led to an increase in our knowledge of the movements and 
distribution of these species, and this is reflected in Simon’s report.

The Identification Panel worked its way through various submitted descriptions and we thank them 
for all their time and efforts. The sub-editors and the whole team worked to a strict deadline (more or 
less!) and are sincerely thanked for all their time and effort.

Sub-editors for the Systematic List
Colin Mackenzie-Grieve	 Swans to dabbling ducks
Paul Brayshaw	 Diving ducks to Ruddy Duck	
David Bruce	 Partridges to Pheasants	
Simon Cox	 Divers to Spoonbill	
David Jobbins	 Honey Buzzard to Osprey 	
Colin Mackenzie-Grieve	 Falcons	
David Edwards	 Water Rail to Moorhen	
Paul Brayshaw	O ystercatcher to Dunlin	
Michael Corley	R uff to Curlew	
Alf Mullins	 Spotted Redshank to phalaropes	
Paul  Wood	 Small gulls, skuas and terns 	
Paul  Wood	L arge gulls and Kittiwake	
Graham Smith	A uks to Cuckoo	
Chris Balchin	O wls			    
David Jobbins	 Pipits and  wagtails	  
John Hart	 Swift to woodpeckers	 
John Sutherby	 Woodlark to House Martin	  
Kate  Williams	 Waxwing to Dipper	  
Sean Minns/Graham Smith	 Spotted Flycatcher to Wheatear
David Hutley		 Thrushes 
Neil Murphy	 Blackcap to Reed Warbler
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Alan Shearman/Paul Brayshaw	C etti’s Warbler to Willow Warbler
Ian Woodward 	R eedlings, tits to sparrows
Margaret Mitchell/Paul Brayshaw	 Finches
David Wimpress	 Buntings
Graham Smith	A ppendices I and II
Graham Smith	A ppendix III and IV	

Without their help and that of the proof reading team of Paul Baker, Paul Brayshaw, Simon Cox,  Andy 
Goodey, David Jobbins, Colin Mackenzie-Grieve, Alf Mullins and Simon Wood this report would never 
have been published.

Front Cover
Long-eared Owl by Sean Nixon.

Artists 
George Brown	 g.b.brown@hotmail.co.uk	  
Sam Shippey	 Samuel.shippey@sky.com 	  
Richard Allen	R ichard@richaerdallen31.wanadoo.co.uk
Richard Hull	
Simon Patient	

Photographers 
Reston Kilgour	 rpkilgour@mail.com	  
Sean Nixon	 seannixon@btinternet.com	  
Dr Simon Cox	 simonandpat.cox@btinternet.com	 
Stuart Reed	
Alan Shearman	
John Davis	
Fred Vennell	
Martin Curtis
David Acfield
John Lilley
Kevin Bruce
Brian Clark	

WeBS data, etc.
I must also thank the following re the collation of Essex  WeBS data:
w	A ndy Musgrove of the BTO for much advice and assistance for gaining access to the BTO  WeBS 

site and the downloading of various data
w	R ick  Vonk for Stour Estuary and Cattawade data
w	 Simon Cox for help with Colne Estuary and Holland Haven data
w	 John Thorogood for assistance with Blackwater Estuary data
w	A nthony Harbott for help with Dengie data
w	 Bill Godsafe (EWT Reserve  Warden) for making available Hanningfield Reservoir data
w	 Brian Cooper for Mersea Island data
w	C hris Lewis for Foulness data and helpful advice

APPEAL
If all Essex   WeBS counters/coordinators can enter their invaluable data online as soon as 
possible on the BTO web site, this will make the  WeBS Coordinator and Editor jobs very much 
easier.

And finally…
Our thanks to Mike Dawson and Kaarin Wall of Swallowtail Print for their expertise and advice.
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Seasonal Summary of 2013 Records

Late  Winter: January-February
January began on a mild but often wet and windy note, the temperature rising to 12C in many 
areas. From 12th onwards it turned significantly colder, a series of weather fronts bearing rain, sleet 
and snow culminating in a major snowfall on 20th, with 16cm recorded at the Andrewsfield weather 
station. Night time temperatures fell as low as -13C in some parts of the south-east and there was 
often a bitter north-westerly or north-easterly wind. Slightly milder weather returned during the 
final week but it remained very windy.

The opening days of the year saw a minor influx of seabirds into inshore waters, Frinton-on-Sea and 
the Thames at Southend being the main beneficiaries. Up to 40 Kittiwakes were present in the former 
locality and 30 in the latter, the last being accompanied in subsequent days by as many as 35 
Mediterranean Gulls, 16 Guillemots, a couple of Razorbills, a Bonxie and a Little Gull, with a Pomarine 
Skua at Shoebury on 24th.  A significant movement of Red-throated Divers and Common Scoters 
occurred off Frinton-on-Sea, daily totals of the former including 112 on 2nd, 127 on 3rd and 107 on 
9th, while the latter peaked at 127 on 6th and 232 on 29th. They were joined by 14 Guillemots, a 
dozen Eiders and a Pomarine Skua on 14th. Birdwatching was also rewarding in the Blackwater, where 
up to 12 Slavonian Grebes, eight Velvet Scoters and four Great Northern Divers accompanied 500 
Cormorants and 50 Mergansers feasting on the sprat shoals. Elsewhere on the coast a Glaucous Gull 
was seen at Beckton on 13th and an Iceland Gull at Rainham on 31st while, inland, five very long 
staying Scaup were present at Hanningfield Reservoir from 1st onwards and up to nine Black-necked 
Grebes at Walthamstow.

For the second time in three winters there was a huge influx of Waxwings.  As usual, the main 
attraction was the berry-bearing shrubs in suburban gardens and supermarket car parks, with few 
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reported from more rural areas.  All corners of the county enjoyed this largesse, which extended 
through the winter months into mid-April, but the largest flocks were in the south, three-figure 
gatherings in January including 127 at West Thurrock, 120 at Stifford and Pitsea, and 100 at Chafford 
and Benfleet.  A detailed summary of this invasion, by Colin Mackenzie-Grieve, can be found later in 
the Report.

A couple of Tundra Bean Geese at Colne Point on 1st were followed by a party of eight Whooper 
Swans at Hanningfield Reservoir on 3rd and St Osyth on 9th, and separate flocks of 85 White-fronted 
Geese and 70 Pink-feet flying south over Old Hall on 11th but these apart the hoped for influx of grey 
geese and other wildfowl during the mid-month cold spell failed to materialise. One exception was 
Bewick’s Swans, four at King George V Reservoir on 17th being followed by 6-7 at Abberton Reservoir, 
Lower Raypits and Shoebury and 30 at Walthamstow Reservoir on 19th. Bitterns are so regular in 
Essex in winter nowadays that influxes due to the weather are not always easy to assess but reports 
from 18-20 localities between January and March suggest that the conditions did have a significant 
role to play this winter.

The cold weather did cause birds of a feather to flock together, seed-eaters particularly. Iltney Farm 
at Mundon supports excellent numbers of buntings most winters and this year was no exception, 
with peaks of 200 Corn and 180 Reed, while elsewhere up to 500 of the former were seen in specially 
sown crops on Wallasea and 127 of the latter at Wivenhoe. Linnet flocks included 200 at Brightlingsea, 
200 at Maydays Farm (together with 150 Chaffinches) and 120 at Wallasea, these last accompanied 
by 150 Skylarks. The largest gatherings of the two woodland species were 50 Lesser Redpolls at 
Langham on 4th and 50 Siskins at West Bergholt on 7th. Fieldfares were certainly affected by the cold 
weather, reports of gatherings of 300 or more coming from Lion Creek (300), East Tilbury (360), East 
Mersea (400), Wallasea (500) and Frinton-on-Sea, 526 moving south on 21st. Strangely, relatively 
few Redwings arrived with them, 320 at East Tilbury on 26th being the only count of note.

Scarcer birds were just that.  As usual, Rainham was the best area to see Water Pipits and up to six 
Water Rails and five Jack Snipe were also present.  At Bradwell BO 1-3 Tree Sparrows were regularly 
to be seen under the bird feeders while ‘Brian’ the Marsh Tit made her final appearance on 13th. 
Elsewhere, a Long-eared Owl was reported from Dagenham Chase and 12 Crossbills at Markshall, 
both on 1st, a Little Stint at Tollesbury Wick on 3rd, and a Spoonbill at Paglesham on 5th. The last 
named was joined by a long-staying Great White Egret on 12th. There was a remarkable record of a 
wintering Whitethroat at Leyton on 26th and for the next couple of days a Black Redstart was in the 
Brightlingsea/Rowhedge area. Finally, a flock of 30 Snow Buntings at East Mersea on 29th was by far 
the largest of the winter.

February, like the month that preceded it, was not particularly 
cold by meteorological standards but the east or south-east breeze 
which had set in mid-January persisted for much of the month, 
making it feel unpleasant, especially along the coast.

It was an uneventful month as the weather in northern Europe was 
not cold enough to force birds to move south in search of warmer 
climes.  Waxwings remained plentiful, including flocks of 100 at 
Thorpe Green on 5th and 130 at Laindon on 9th, while large flocks of 
Fieldfares continued to roam the county, among them, 400 at 
Nazeing on 3rd and 400 at Bradwell BO on 31st with 500 at Langford 
on March 1st.  As in January though there were very few Redwings 
accompanying them. Like so many farmland birds the Yellowhammer 
has suffered a serious decline in recent decades, so it was pleasing to 
receive reports during the period February-early April of 123 ringed 
and 25 re-trapped from previous years at Sunnymead Farm, 
Wivenhoe; and gatherings of 120 at Felsted, 100 at Ashen and 40-50 
at Goslings Farm, Bradwell (near Coggeshall);  Wigboro Wick Farm,  Black Redstart (Richard Allen)
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St Osyth; Gutteridge Hall, Weeley; and in the far north-west at Strethall. It was not stated where any of 
these were feeding but game cover has become an increasingly important winter food source for this 
and other seed-eaters in recent years. Other reports of note on the small bird front included 300 Pied 
Wagtails at Hatfield Peverel on 1st and 60 Siskins in Belhus Wods CP on 22nd. 

There was little of note on the sea apart from a Pomarine Skua at Frinton-on-Sea on 19th, while 39 
Gannets were seen moving north past the same locality during the course of the month and up to 65 
Common Scoters frequented the Thames at Gunners Park.  A Red Kite at Hanningfield Reservoir on 
1st was followed by two at Braxted Park on 7th and one at North Weald on 27th. The only bird of note 
during the second half of February was a Black Redstart at Rainham from 24th onwards.

Spring: March-May
March was a grim month although it began on a mild, almost balmy, note, the temperature rising to 
16C during the first few days. Thereafter an easterly airflow returned and was unrelenting until the 
end of the month. The south-east did not see the blizzards that swept across northern Britain, 
causing the death of hundreds of sheep and other livestock, but it was bitterly cold, grey and windy 
and the breeding season was set back by several weeks for many species.

The first summer migrant to make landfall on our shores was a Sand Martin at Walthamstow 
Reservoir on 4th and this was followed by a Little Ringed Plover at Rainham on 9th. Two Whimbrel at 
Old Hall and a Curlew Sandpiper at Maldon on the latter date were probably overwintering birds but 
a party of four Hawfinches at Hockley Woods may well have been migrants. There were also reports 
of at least three Long-eared Owls at this time, all in potential breeding habitat, while Red Kites began 
moving through on a regular basis with reports being received from at least 13 localities by the end 
of the month. There was also a little flurry of seabird activity with 13 Little Gulls at Frinton-on-Sea 
on 9th and ten at Canvey Point the next day; on which date single Sandwich Terns were seen in both 
localities and a Manx Shearwater and Pomarine Skua at The Naze and 100 Mergansers in the River 
Blackwater.  A total of 295 Gannets flew north past Frinton-on-Sea during the month, beginning with 
13 on 11th and peaking at 103 on 15th. The first Wheatear of the spring turned up at Walthamstow 
Reservoir on the former date.

A run of more unusual species began with a Spoonbill at Rainham on 11th (and the same, or 
another, at Holland Haven from 14th-17th) and was followed by the arrival of a long-staying Great 
White Egret at Old Hall, with another at Leyton on 17th.  A first-winter Glaucous Gull was at Wat 
Tyler CP from 13th until at least 19th while nine Lapland Buntings at St Osyth on 13th was the best 
count anywhere during the opening months.

On the sea, an impressive 2,381 Red-throated Divers moved north off Frinton-on-Sea during  
the month with peaks of 359 on 27th, 305 on 28th and 1,232 on 29th.  An adult Glaucous Gull was 
at West Canvey from the 23rd until at least 28th and 15 Kittiwakes were at nearby Canvey Point  
on 26th.

The final week of March saw a spate of new arrivals. This procession began with a Stone Curlew at 
Wanstead on 24th while 27th saw a Yellow Wagtail at Leyton and White Wagtails in the Lee Valley 
and at Rainham; the 28th, a Swallow at Frinton-on-Sea and a House Martin in the Lee Valley, and  
29th an early Osprey at Fingringhoe.  At Sewardstone Marsh 20 Chiffchaffs were already in song by 
30th while next day its rarer cousin, the Siberian Chiffchaff, turned up at Vange and remained until 
15th April.

April started where March finished off, bitterly cold east or north-easterly winds prevailing for the 
first two weeks.  Weather systems from the Atlantic then took over, bringing slightly warmer 
conditions but it remained windy, with below average temperatures until the end of the month; dry, 
sunny days alternating with cool cloudy ones.

Despite the hostile winds several summer migrants made landfall during the first seven days 
including a Ring Ouzel at Rainham on 2nd, a Willow Warbler in the same locality on 6th, and a 
Whitethroat there and a Common Tern at Barking the next day. There was also a further flurry of Black 
Redstarts, sightings coming from at least twelve localities between 6th and 14th. Migratory flocks of 
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Chaffinches included up to 100 at Harold Hill, 120 at Bradwell BO (which were accompanied by six 
Bramblings), 134 at Beckton, 152 at Leyton, and 550 on Foulness.  At Frinton-on-Sea a northerly 
movement of Redwings peaked at 500 on 10th, with 258 the next day and 215 on 13th. Less usual 
visitors included a Spoonbill which graced Holland Haven from 7th-10th. Red Kites continued to 
wander round the County in good numbers, reports coming from 35-40 sites.

As usual Frinton-on-Sea enjoyed the best of the seabird passage, with 880 Common Scoters and 
620 Red-throated Divers moving north during the month, but up to 160 of the former were on  
view at Gunners Park along with four Velvet Scoters and up to ten Little Gulls, while a Red-necked 
Grebe was seen there on 4th.  An Osprey called in at Walthamstow Reservoir on 8th (to be followed 
by five further sightings elsewhere during the month) and there were three Whooper Swans at Blue 
House Farm and two Crossbills at Halstead. One observer was lucky enough to encounter a migrating 
Stone Curlew at Chelmsford on 11th. First arrival dates for many of our commoner migrants were 
about average but a few were a week or so later than expected.  Among the species to arrive during 
the second week were a Sedge Warbler in the Ingrebourne Valley and a Grasshopper Warbler on 
Sewardstone Marsh on 13th, and a Quail at Fairlop, a Cuckoo at Stanford Warren, Nightingale at 
Fingringhoe Wick, and a Redstart at Beckton, all on 14th.The last named was followed by 11 further 
sightings elsewhere in the county, an unusually heavy spring passage for Essex, and there were also 
seven more sightings of Ring Ouzels. 

During week three the first Reed Warbler was reported from Vange on 15th and single Tree Pipits 
were seen at Laindon and Upminster the same day, while a Swift appeared over Margaretting  
the next morning.  Also on this date, an observer was lucky enough to see two Cranes fly over 
Mersea Strood. The 18th saw a Garden Warbler at Vange and a Whinchat at Rainham while a Lesser 
Whitethroat was singing at Wanstead the following day.  As usual in April there was a light passage 
of Arctic Terns mid-month, the largest single flock being 19 at Hanningfield Reservoir on 19th. 
Common migrants on the move in force included Wheatears, reports of double-figure flocks 
coming from 14 sites with up to 23 in the Ingrebourne Valley, 25 at Rainham, 35 at Frinton-on-Sea 
and 42 at Holland Haven. Passage Willow Warblers peaked at The Naze with 15 on 15th, while there 
were 26 Chiffchaffs in the Ingrebourne Valley on 13th and and 20 at The Naze and 35 at Rainham 
the next day.

The ornithological highlight of the final week in April was a female Ring-necked Duck at Heybridge 
GP, which obligingly remained on site for six days from 25th. Rainham hosted a second visitor from 
across the pond, a Green-winged Teal, present from 27th-29th. The fourth rarity in this quartet – and 
rarer in Essex than any of the above - was a Black-bellied Dipper from continental Europe, which was 
seen and photographed at Liston on 27th. Regular migrants seen for the first time included two 
Hobbies in the Lee Valley and a Pied Flycatcher at Friars Park on 23rd, Turtle Doves at three sites on 
24th, a Wood Sandpiper at Vange on 26th, four Little Terns at Colne Point and a Spotted Flycatcher at 
Dovercourt on 27th, and finally a Wood Warbler at Chelmsford on 29th.  A flock of 40 Black Terns at 
Hanningfield Reservoir on 25th heralded the start of this species’ spring passage through the county. 
Cool, windy weather on 27th brought 1,000 Sand Martins, 500 Swifts and 400 Swallows to Abberton 
Reservoir in search of midges, while a count of 100 Whitethroats on Foulness on 28th included both 
birds on territory and those on passage.

The cool, unsettled theme continued into May with below average temperatures, particularly 
at night, and persistent north or north-westerly winds.

It was a rather disappointing month for birds with little migration worthy of note and few high
lights. The one exception was presence of an elusive flock of up to nine Bee-eaters in the St Osyth/
Colne Pt area on 11th-12th. The continued widespread presence of Red Kites, reports coming from 
20 localities scattered throughout the county, was also notable. There were also five further sightings  
of Ring Ouzels during the first week, with the last at Rainham on 7th.  An Osprey seen at both 
Heybridge and Ardleigh on 6th could conceivably have been the same individual. The most unusual 
species at this time was a Black-winged Stilt in Limbourne Creek on 6th but unfortunately it lingered 
for only a few hours.
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Rainham enjoyed a good run of waders 
during the second week with a  Wood Sand
piper on 7th followed by a Little Stint on 12th 
and Curlew Sandpiper on 14th. The third week 
saw an adult  Montagu’s Harrier at Blue 
House on 15th and a Great White Egret at 
Stifford on 20th while 26 Kittiwakes were 
present off Frinton-on-Sea on 19th. May drew 
to a close with a Spoonbill at The Naze on 
25th, a female Montagu’s Harrier at Bradwell 
BO and an Osprey at Rye Meads on 26th.

Summer: June-July
The coldest spring since 1983 was followed by the warmest summer since 2006. Dreadful weather 
the previous summer had resulted in very poor chick survival for the majority of species and this was 
reflected in the number of adult birds returning from their winter quarters this spring. The number 
of adults in the populations of all eight migrant species monitored by the BTO’s Constant Effort 
Ringing Scheme fell significantly below average, six of them by 20% or more, the Lesser Whitethroat 
tumbling by 33%. Despite hostile conditions during their journey north across Europe many of 
those migrants arrived more or less on schedule but the cold spring that greeted them here meant 
that the onset of the breeding season was delayed by between 1-2 weeks in most cases. Many 
resident birds fared little better but fortunately the midsummer warmth rescued the fortunes of 
many species, resident and migrant alike, the productivity of Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and 
Whitethroat for instance all being above average.  Among non-passerines the worst affected species 
was undoubtedly the Barn Owl, the wet summer of 2012 and the cold and windy spring of 2013 
resulting in a decline of up to 60% of breeding adults in some parts of south-east England.

Although there were many fine and sunny days, temperatures overall were the coolest in June since 
1995, especially in East Anglia, and it was not until July that the heat really got going, reaching 30C 
on a number of days between 13th and 19th. It turned out to be the warmest July since 2006.

The late spring was reflected by a continuing scatter of presumably northward-moving Little Stints, 
Wood and Curlew Sandpipers during the first two weeks of June while a Red-necked Phalarope made 
an all too brief stopover at Vange on 16th. Red Kites put in an appearance at around 11 sites, including 
two together at Colne Point on 18th, but they rarely lingered long in any one area and it was not easy 
to connect with them. Sightings of Ospreys at South Woodham Ferrers on 8th and Heybridge on 
13th may have referred to the same individual. Two singing male Marsh Warblers at Rainham from 
8th to at least 21st proved to be very obliging during their stay but a Hoopoe at Holland Haven on 
10th was not.  A Spoonbill at Bowers Marsh from 13th-15th was outshone by a White-spotted 
Bluethroat which was photographed at Wat Tyler CP on 20th. The only diurnal passage of note 
concerned 6,000 Swifts at Hanningfield Reservoir on 13th while Frinton-on-Sea enjoyed the best of 
the meagre offerings on the sea with an Arctic Skua, Bonxie and four Kittiwakes on 8th, ten Arctic 
Terns on 11th and 145 Common Scoters on 29th.

The Scoter passage at Frinton-on-Sea continued into July with 313 moving south on 2nd, 112 on 
3rd, 120 on 17th, and 137 on 25th. Red Kites appeared in a further nine localities while an Osprey 
that turned up at Abberton Reservoir on 5th proved to be in no hurry to leave, remaining until 30th. 
Noteworthy counts among returning waders included an impressive 55 Green Sandpipers at Old Hall 
on 5th and 56 on 31st, while six Wood Sandpipers were seen there and 30 Common Sandpipers at 
King George V Reservoir on the latter date. Sandwiched between them was a Pectoral Sandpiper at 
Rainham from 11th-19th and another at Vange from 13th-20th. Single Crossbills at four sites on 
20th were the forerunners of a light autumn passage, 12 at Dagenham Chase the following day being 
the highest count received. The only other records of note concerned a Golden Oriole at Abberton on 
17th, a Great White Egret at East Tilbury on 20th and two Spoonbills at Rainham from 25th.

Black-bellied Dipper at Liston,  April  
(stuart reed)
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Autumn: August – October
August was the usual mixture of sunshine and showers, the latter heavy enough in Essex to produce 
above average rainfall for the month as a whole. The temperature reached 30C on 1st and was 
frequently in the mid-twenties for the rest of the month.

The first three weeks of the month were relatively uneventful. Both Red Kites and Ospreys were 
seen in four localities apiece but none remained for more than a day. There were a few further 
sightings of Crossbills, including five at Kelvedon Hatch on 5th. Post-breeding season flocks of Mistle 
Thrushes included 19 at Weald Park, 14 at Wanstead and 20 at St Osyth, There were also several pre-
migration gatherings of terns in the estuaries, notably up to 150 Sandwich Terns on Walton Hall 
Marsh and flocks of 100-110 Common Terns at East Tilbury, Canvey and Beckton.  Waders on the 
move included 105 Whimbrel flying south past Frinton-on-Sea on 2nd, 60 Greenshank at Fingringhoe 
on 6th and a peak of 37 Ruff at Abberton on 18th.  A Spoonbill was present in the last named locality 
from 3rd-21st and a Montagu’s Harrier at South Fambridge on the latter date. 

Heavy rain out to sea on 23rd may have been the reason a Red-necked Phalarope dropped in at King 
George V Reservoir. It remained until the next day, when further stormy weather and onshore winds 
resulted in a lot of seabird activity in the Thames. The tally at Canvey Point included 213 Black Terns, 
33 Gannets, 19 Arctic Terns, 13 Arctic Skuas, five Bonxies (with 11 the next day), three Pomarine 
Skuas, and a single Sooty Shearwater. Elsewhere, there were 35 Arctic Terns at Beckton and 43 at 

Rainham; the latter area enjoying a red-letter day on 
25th with seven Little Gulls, and four Sabine’s Gulls, 
(with another at Barking), while, inland, a juvenile 
White-winged Black Tern was present at Hanningfield 
Reservoir on 24th-25th alongside 19 Arctic Terns.

Once the weather settled down it became 
apparent that the storms had caused several 
Scandinavian drift migrants to make landfall.  Among 
them were at least seven Wrynecks, including two at 
Holland Haven on 26th, and also three long staying 
Red-backed Shrikes - at Bradwell Power Station, The 
Naze and Bowers Marsh. Tree Pipits are almost as 
scarce nowadays so it was pleasing to get a report of 
three at Gunners Park on 26th. Commoner birds on 
the move included peaks of 10-12 Whinchats at The 

Hythe, Reeves Hall Marsh and Foulness, and 10-14 Wheatears at Great Holland and Colne Point. 
There was also a notable count of 50 Chiffchaffs at Reeveshall Marsh on 28th. The month closed with 
a sighting of a Spotted Crake at Dagenham Chase on 31st.

The weather during September was unexceptional. The first week was very warm and settled, the 
temperature touching 30C on a couple of days, but the remainder of the month saw a mixture of 
sunshine and light showers but with a brief period of stronger onshore winds at the onset of the 
second week.

It was a good month for Ospreys, birds being reported from 10-11 localities, but how many 
individuals were involved can only be guesswork. In contrast, there were just two Red Kites, at 
Kelvedon Hatch on 15th and Dagenham Chase on 29th.  A party of nine Hobbies at Rainham on 3rd 
was also of note. The long staying Red-backed Shrike at The Naze remained until 11th and a further 
bird was seen at West Canvey from 14th-16th. Single Wrynecks turned up at Wanstead on 8th and 
West Canvey on 9th.  A Spoonbill at Bowers Marsh from 5th-10th moved to West Canvey on the 
latter date and Barking on 11th.

A brief spell of onshore winds combined with heavy showers brought 187 Black and 100 Common 
Terns to Canvey Point on 6th along with 12 Arctic Skuas and a Sooty Shearwater.  At least 50 
Whitethroats and 14 Lesser Whitethroats made landfall at The Naze on 8th and there was a Wood 

Parrot Crossbill, Gunners Park, October,   
Alan Shearman
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Warbler at Cudmore Grove and a Lapland Bunting at Colne Point on 11th. The same day saw two 
Pomarine and a Long-tailed Skua passing south offshore at Frinton-on-Sea. It also heralded a strong 
passage of Swallows and House Martins mid-month. No less than 10,000 Swallows were present on 
Foulness on 13th,while reports of 400-700 House Martins came from six sites on several dates 
between 11th- 23rd.  At Frinton-on-Sea 7,670 Swallows and 792 House Martins moved south during 
the course of the month along with 3,049 Meadow Pipits.

Scandinavian migrants were noticeable by their scarcity after the first week but a Goshawk at St 
Osyth on 16th was one of the few sightings this year that was actually accompanied by a description. 
Eight Curlew Sandpipers and four Little Stints were the best showing of a poor autumn but it 
continued to be a good year for American visitors when a Lesser Yellowlegs popped in at West Canvey 
on 17th.The first signs of winter came with a Fieldfare and Brambling on 21st, a Red-throated Diver 
on 22nd and a Redwing on 25th. Summer visitors heading south included 85 Chiffchaffs at Bradwell 
BO and 36 Blackcaps on Foulness on 22nd and 200 Yellow Wagtails at Old Hall on 28th. South to 
south-easterly breezes brought a Ring Ouzel to Grey Goose Farm, Orsett, on 23rd and a Yellow-
browed Warbler to Bradwell BO on 25th-26th 

The first week of October was mainly dry, bright, often sunny, and warm, the temperature reaching 
20C on occasion. In contrast, the rest of the month was stormy and wet with Essex receiving nearly 
50% more rainfall than average.

The effects of the south-easterly airstream that prevailed during towards the end of September 
continued to be felt during the first fortnight in October. In particular, Ring Ouzels were recorded on 
passage in considerable numbers in the north-east of the county, this movement peaking between 
11th and 14th when there were reports of six at The Naze, 12 at Wigboro Wick Farm, St Osyth, seven 
at Cudmore Grove CP and four at Colne Point. Unfortunately, claims of Yellow-browed Warblers were 
far more numerous than the descriptions accompanying them, being reported from nine localities, 
several of them long staying birds. Spoonbills were present throughout the month, 1-3 wandering 
round the north-east in the first two weeks and 1-4 the southern half of the county in the last two. If 
anything, Glossy Ibises were even more numerous, at least sightings were, but how many birds were 
involved is difficult to gauge as all records in October were of single birds. In contrast, there was only 
a single record of Great White Egret, on the River Roach on 3rd and 9th. Other oddities during the first 
week included a Balearic Shearwater at Canvey Point on 1st, a Rough-legged Buzzard at Howlands 
Marsh, and finally, a Woodlark at Blackshots on 7th.

Stormy skies and north-east winds on 10th-11th resulted in the first major influx of winter thrushes, 
particularly Redwings, the most notable flocks reported concerning 1,149 at Frinton-on-Sea, 1,400 
at St Osyth, 860 at Wivenhoe and 590 at Holyfield Hall Fam. By the close of the month 2,705 birds 
had been observed moving south past the first named locality. Fieldfares were few and far between 
but there were 259 Song Thrushes at Frinton-on-Sea on 10th and 107 at West Bergholt on 12th. The 
monthly tally of Song Thrushes moving south at Frinton-on-Sea was 617, while other species on the 
move included 2,393 Goldfinches, 1,006 Chaffinches, 838 Meadow Pipits, 556 Stock Doves, 363 
Blackbirds, 360 Siskins, 221 Lesser Redpolls, 150 Pied Wagtails and 38 Bramblings. 

The same weather activity also brought considerable numbers of seabirds into inshore waters.  As is 
so often the case, the mouth of the Thames was the main beneficiary. On 11th-12th Canvey Point 
logged up to 111 Gannets, 39 Little Gulls, 20 Bonxies, ten Arctic Skuas, four Leach’s Petrels, two each 
of Little Auk and Puffin, and a single Manx Shearwater. Leach’s were also seen at Colne Point, Old Hall 
(two) and East Tilbury while Frinton-on-Sea had two Little Auks. In addition, the north-easterly winds 
brought – all on 12th – a Great Grey Shrike to Colne Point, an Olive-backed Pipit to Holland Haven, 
and four Parrot Crossbills to Gunners Park, the last remaining until 14th. The shrike was followed by 
further birds (or sightings) at Frinton-on-Sea and Old Hall on 15th and Abberton Reservoir on 29th.

Westerly airflows dominated the rest of the month and it petered out rather lamely, the only birds 
of note being a Dartford Warbler at Colne Point on 19th and a Cattle Egret at Wallasea on 26th, this 
bird remaining into November. 
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Early Winter: November-December

After a stormy start the weather in November settled down and the remainder of the month was 
often dry and sunny by day but frosty at night.

The most remarkable event in November was a southerly movement of Woodpigeon between 3rd 
and 15th, most evident along the Thames corridor, particularly Rainham. Over 150,000 birds were 
observed moving through that locality, with peaks of 58,325 on 5th, 27,000 on 8th, 15,630 on 9th 
and 16,865 on 10th. Elsewhere along the Thames several four or five-figure reports were received, of 
which the most notable were peaks of 6,646 at Brook Farm, Upminster on 7th and 10,400 on 10th, 
21,000 at Mill Wood on 8th, 6,570 at Chafford on 9th and 6,914 on 13th, and 8,047 at Grays Cemetery 
on 10th. Outside this area the only report worthy of mention came from Frinton-on-Sea, where 
14,643 moved south during the month,12,496 of which were on 10th. 

Other diurnal passage at Frinton-on-Sea included southerly movements of 3,139 Common Scoters 
(plus 198 north), 9,690 Starlings, 1,715 Redwings, 1,288 Goldfinches and 253 Blackbirds.  A northerly 
movement of 142 Gannets in the same locality on 4th November was eclipsed by a spectacular 
influx into the Thames at Canvey Point on 17th, the grand tally of 3,172 birds including huge flocks 
of up to 500 birds. These apart, most of the few notable seabird records were confined to Frinton-on-
Sea and included a Sooty Shearwater on 5th, a Pomarine Skua and Little Auk on 11th, and a Manx 
Shearwater on 12th.

The north-south divide of Glossy Ibis records apparent in October continued into November with 
the last being seen at Maldon on 3rd December. Red Kites were seen at six localities, including two at 
Hooks Marsh on 26th.  Winter arrivals included a Hooded Crow at Frinton-on-Sea on 7th, five Bewick’s 
Swans at Abberton Reservoir on 9th, five Lapland Buntings at The Naze on 10th, three Short-eared 
Owls there on Foulness and a Red-necked Grebe at Goldhanger on 17th, six Velvet Scoters at The 
Naze on 24th, and 24 Snow Buntings at Colne Point on 30th.  A flock of 60 Lesser Redpolls at Leyton 
on 8th was welcome, a roost count of 450 Ring-necked Parakeets there the following evening less so. 
Finally, a flock of 32 Goosander at Abberton Reservoir on 24th was followed by a count of 18 Black-
necked Grebes at Girling Reservoir the next day, while a Spoonbill called in briefly at Hanningfield 
Reservoir on 26th.

Exceptionally high tides, storm force winds and heavy rain created a storm surge along many parts 
of the North Sea coast on 5th-6th December. The Essex coastline escaped serious destruction or 
flooding but Linnet’s Cottage and the adjacent Bird Observatory came within a couple of inches of 
being swamped. The rest of the month continued in much the same vein, temperatures, rainfall and 
wind all being well above average. It was the onset of one of the mildest and wettest winters on 
record as a succession of active weather fronts tracked across Britain, leading to severe flooding, 
particularly in Somerset, in the early weeks of the New Year.

Saturated fields created ideal conditions for waders such as Golden Plover and Lapwing, which 
habitually feed on farmland. No less than 20,000 of the former were estimated at a traditional roost 
site on the Dengie coast along with 1,200 Lapwing, while 10,000 Knot joined them, being forced off 
the adjacent saltings by the strong winds. Four-figure gatherings of both plovers were reported from 
several other sites.  Also of note were counts of 24 Marsh Harriers at roost at Old Hall on 4th, 60 Snow 
Buntings at Jaywick on 7th, 12 Water Rails at Rainham on 10th, and 200 Yellowhammers at Ashen on 
the same date. Flocks of the last named of this size are exceptional in inland Essex nowadays.  At 
Frinton-on-Sea, 1,624 Kittiwakes flew south during the month with peaks of 104 on 18th and 189 on 
27th. They were accompanied by 819 Red-throated Divers and 451 Common Scoters, while a total 
of 43 Guillemots moved south and 12 north. The only unusual birds were a Spoonbill at Vange on 
18th, and single Ravens at Stansted on 20th and Galleyhill Wood on 22nd.
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Systematic List 2013

Introduction
Initials, which are given against a record, are included in the List of Observers, which follows the 
Systematic List. In addition, the following abbreviations are used:
Atlas - Tetrad Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Essex (Dennis 1996)
Guide - The Birds of Essex (Wood 2007)

	 Male	L V	L ee Valley 
	 Female	NNR	  National Nature Reserve 	  

Bradwell BO	 Bradwell Bird Observatory	 BBS	 Breeding Bird Survey	  
NR	N ature Reserve	C BC	C ommon Bird Census	  
Old Hall	O ld Hall Marshes RSPB Reserve	C P	C ountry Park	  
Rainham	R ainham Marshes RSPB Reserve	 EBR	 Essex Bird Report	  
OPC	O utdoor Pursuit Centre	 ELBF	 East London Birders Forum	  
Pk	 Park	 EWT	 Essex Wildlife Trust	  
Pt	 Point	 Fm	 Farm	  
R.	R iver	 GC	 Golf Club	  
Res.	R eservoir	 GP	 Gravel-pit		   
Stour Reserve	 Stour Wood, Copperas Wood and Bay	 Gt	 Great	  
SW	 Sewage Works	I s.	I sland	  
The Hythe	C olchester Hythe and nearby lagoons	K GV	K ing George V Reservoir.	
The Naze	 The Naze at Walton	L BR	L ondon Bird Report	
WeBS	 Wetland Bird Survey	LN HS	L ondon Natural History Society	
WWT	 Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

	R arer species may have three numbers in brackets after their English and Scientific names, e.g 
(1,2,3). The figures refer to: 
(1)	 the total number of Essex records up to and including those detailed in the Birds of Essex 

[Wood 2007], together with any records for that period subsequently accepted by BBRC/
BOURC or EBS. The number relates to the number of individuals not the number of records, 
so for example a flock of three Ring-necked Duck would be recorded as three records, not 
one.  Also, individuals recorded in several years e.g. a returning Red-breasted Goose or Black 
Brant is only counted the first time it occurs not each and every time it arrives.

(2)	 the total number of records since the Birds of Essex [Wood 2007] up to and including those in 
2013.

(3)	 the total number of Essex records.
For some rapidly increasing species e.g. Great White Egret or widely wandering and long-lived 

species, e.g.Black Brant these figures are often no more than a best guess given the difficulty in 
establishing just how many individuals may be involved.

For further information see the paper on page 154.
References may be made to the British Birds’ Rarities Committee (BBRC) or British Ornithologists’ 

Union Records Committee (BOURC) where the record may still be in the process of review.
To the right of the English and scientific names of certain wildfowl and wader species are two 

numbers. These are firstly (e.g. GB 700), the qualifying level for a site to be of national importance, 
and secondly (e.g. IN 2,500), the qualifying level for the site to be of international importance (as 
given by the WWT).  An asterisk (*) next to the figure indicates that where 1% of the British population 
is less than 50 birds, 50 is normally used as the minimum qualifying level.  A plus sign (+) indicates 
that the population is too small for a meaningful figure to be obtained. Occasionally, where no such 
designations are available for a species, the threshold count for inclusion in the 2000-2001 WeBS 
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report is used as a guide for count significance. Tables with such counts are clearly identified and the 
counts appear in italics.

Species account layout: the first line under the species’ heading is a brief statement on status using 
the following definitions:

Abundant: 	 occurs in large numbers in suitable weather and habitat. 
Common: 	 occurs regularly or is widely distributed in suitable habitat.
Fairly common: 	 occurs in small numbers in suitable habitat and season.
Locally common: 	 occurs in small numbers but restricted to specific habitats.
Uncommon: 	 occurs annually in small numbers.
Scarce: 	 1-2 records each year or restricted to specific habitats.
Rare: 	 occurs less than annually.
Very rare: 	 6-25 records in the past 30 years.
Accidental/Vagrant: 	 less than six records in the past 30 years.

Where a table is included under a wildfowl or wader species, the totals are derived from the mid-
monthly Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) counts. The letters ‘nc’ denote ‘no count’ was made or, if it was, 
that no details were received for that month, whilst a zero indicates that the species was not 
present.  Where ‘WeBS total’ appears in a table, the figure represents the summed total for that 
month for all WeBS localities that may not all be listed in the table. Figures for the R. Stour include 
counts for the whole estuary, including the Suffolk shore, in order to include birds that feed in Essex 
but use Suffolk roosts at high tide when the counts are generally made. Foulness figures include 
Potton Is. 

Data were supplied by the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS), a joint scheme of the British Trust for 
Ornithology, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee (the last on behalf of the Countryside Council for Wales, the 
Environment and Heritage Service, Natural England and Scottish Natural Heritage).  Although WeBS 
data are presented within this report, in some cases the figures may not have been fully checked and 
validated. Therefore, for any detailed analyses of WeBS data, enquiries should be directed to the WeBS 
team at the British Trust for Ornithology, The Nunnery, Thetford, IP24 2PU (webs@bto.org).

Changes to Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) areas and Essex recording boundaries were discussed by 
Stephen Harris in EBR 2000 (p.18).

A line drawn due north from Lower Hope Pt, Kent, is taken to separate the Inner and Outer  
Thames regions.

The sequence and scientific names of the following Systematic List follow that recommended by 
the BOURC and can also be found on the BOU web site www.bou.org.uk/recnews.html.

The WeBS tables were changed in 2009. Wallasea Island is now included in the Crouch/Roach 
figures rather than the Thames and there has been no attempt to separate the latter area into Inner 
and Outer Thames. This is because the BTO website collates records in this way and it makes it far 
easier, when extracting the figures, to follow their practice.  Also, for reasons that are unclear, there 
are no count figures for William Girling, KGV and Walthamstow Reservoirs on the website, thus the 
Lee Valley figures in the report are likely to be lower than in previous years. These changes have been 
necessary to simplify a process that has caused Editors many problems over a number of years.
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Mute Swan  Cygnus olor	 GB 740    IN 320
Common resident with a stable breeding population.
In total, 57 pairs were counted at 39 sites (73 at 50 in 2012). There were seven pairs at Walthamstow 
Res., and five (together raising 16 young) at Foulness. The only other sites reporting more than 1-2 
pairs were Ardleigh Res. and Rainham Marshes, with three apiece. The apparent decline is partly 
explained by an absence of breeding figures from Old Hall, which held six pairs in 2012. However, of 
the other sites reporting pairs in 2012, a further 24 failed to do so in 2013, while in 2013 16 sites 
reported pairs that had not been mentioned in 2012. These marked changes year on year are perhaps 
due more to changes in observer coverage than population fluctuations. The BTO Atlas 2007-2011 
showed the species as confirmed breeding in every 10km square in the county except the extreme 
north-west. Monthly WeBS counts of note were:

	  	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  706	 833	 516	 469	 940	 1011	 693	 708
Stour		  343	 362	 291	 257	 393	 360	 297	 270
Hamford Water		  47	 48	 47	NC	  46	 57	 54	 59
Colne Estuary		  35	 20	 4	 16	 7	 5	 11	 3
Blackwater Estuary		  28	 13	 29	 24	 30	 67	 38	 22
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  115	 86	 37	 43	 72	 33	 93	 35
Foulness/Thames		  25	 16	 8	 11	 63	 80	 44	 53
Abberton Res.		  29	 193	 29	 23	 215	 194	 37	 158
Hanningfield Res.		  2	 4	 1	 8	 25	 80	 75	 22
Lee Valley		  76	 87	 66	 106	 83	 133	 43	 86

	 Excluding WeBS counts, the highest count came from Abberton Res., where the moulting flock 
peaked at 289 on 9th July, closely followed by Mistley Quay, where about 250 were reported in late 
November. Elsewhere three-figure counts were reported only from Harrow Lodge Pk., 178 on 30th 
March and Walthamstow Res., 119 on 17th August. 

Bewick’s Swan  Cygnus columbianus	 GB 70    IN 200
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant.
A moderate showing at both ends of the year.  All records are given or summarised.  At Abberton Res. 
in January, a single bird was seen on 1st, after which eight arrived on 16th, with six remaining until 
25th and three until 14th March. Other records in the north of the county were all in January as 
follows:  Wigboro Wick Fm, St Osyth, seven on 16th and two on 24th-26th; Northey Is., R. Blackwater, 
three on 13th with two nearby at Limbourne Creek on 16th; Bradwell BO, four on 16th; Boreham, 
one on 7th. 

In the south of the county, all arrivals were again in January.  A group of seven adults were first seen 
at Lion Creek, Canewdon, on 19th and remained in the area between that creek and Lower Raypits 
until 29th, with four still present on 3rd February. Two adults and five juveniles were on the sea off 
Shoebury East Beach on 20th. Four were at Seventy Acres Lake, Lee Valley CP, on 16th-17th and 
presumably the same four at KGV Res. on 17th, while much the largest count of the year was a herd 
of 30 at Walthamstow Res. on 19th.

In the second winter Abberton Res. again held some of the longest staying birds, with the first of 
the autumn a single bird from 20th-23rd October followed by five on 27th October and presumably 
the same group of five then reported sporadically to 27th November, with six on 14th November. 
The other long-stayers at this time were a group of three adults and four juveniles which arrived at 
Wigboro Wick Fm on 27th November and remained into 2014

The largest group of the second winter was a herd of 13 at Holliwell Pt on 10th November, after 
which there were five adults at Bradwell BO on 21st. On the latter date just across the estuary two 
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juveniles at Rolls Fm and a calling adult at Old Hall had perhaps become detached from the same 
group (or at least from each other). There was clearly a small arrival on that date, as 11 flew north 
at Stansted Airport Lagoons (a rare sighting from the north-west of the county) and two were seen 
at Rainham.  Also in November, two were seen flying over Potton Is. on 15th and one at Wallasea Is. 
on 23rd.

Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus	 GB 110    IN 210  
Scarce but regular winter visitor and passage migrant.
The year began with a mobile group of four adults and four juveniles seen first at Paglesham Lagoon 
on 2nd January and then the next day at Hanningfield Res. (where they were the largest group yet 
recorded at that site).  A further, or conceivably the same, group of eight was then seen flying south 
at Wigboro Wick Farm, St Osyth, on 9th January.

Elsewhere in the first winter, a single bird was with two Bewick’s Swans at Limbourne Creek on 
16th January.  Another single bird was at Ferry Lane, Rainham on 21st March while in April a late 
group of three was seen first over Bridgemarsh Is. on 7th before settling at Blue House Fm from 8th 
to 15th.

The sole record of the second winter concerned a group of nine seen at Manningtree-Cattawade 
on 19th December. 

Bean Goose  Anser fabalis    EBSIP	 GB 3*    IN 6,000  
Tundra Bean Goose  A. f. rossicus
Very scarce, but usually annual winter visitor.

The only record of the year was of two on a field midway between St Osyth Beach and Colne Pt on 
1st January.

Observers are reminded that notes are required by the ID Panel and should, where possible, assign 
records of Bean Geese to one of the two races (Tundra or Taiga).

Pink-footed Goose  Anser brachyrhynchus	 GB 3,600    IN 2,700
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.
Another poor year for the species apart from the first sighting, on 11th January, of a flock of 70 
which circled Tollesbury Wick and flew north-east. This was the second largest flock in the county 
since 2004. Further January records comprised ten at Hooks Marsh, LV on 23rd and two at Old Hall 
on 24th. In February there were five at Foulness on 5th and in March four were seen at Holland 
Haven sporadically between 19th and 27th, while three flew north nearby off Frinton-on-Sea on 
21st. The last bird of the first winter was one at Netherhall GP, LV, on 13th April.

The first bird of the autumn flew south at Frinton-on-Sea on 10th October. In November a group 
of about ten was seen at Reeveshall, E. Mersea, on 10th and one at Wallasea Is. the next day. In 
December there were two in the Manningtree area on 2nd and one nearby on 7th and 8th.

White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons	 GB 24    IN 10,000
European White-fronted Goose  A. a. albifrons	  
Winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers.
Another modest year, with no significant influx in either winter.

At the beginning of the year the largest groups were seen in the first half of January and all flew 
straight through: at Goldhanger, 20 flew south-west on 2nd, at Old Hall 85 flew west (after circling 
Abbotts Hall) on 11th (the same date as the big group of Pink-feet at nearby Tollesbury) and, at 
Frinton-on-Sea, 22 flew south the next day.

Lingering birds/groups in the first winter comprised a single bird at The Naze on 13th and 18th 
January, three at Abberton Res. from 1st January to 9th April, 2-8 at Old Hall on numerous dates 
between 8th January and 5th April (but with a peak of 12 on 13th March), an adult at Stow Creek on 
3rd January with perhaps the same bird at Blue House Fm on various dates between 14th January 
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and 15th February and at Stow Marsh on 13th March, while on Foulness, where coverage is necessarily 
intermittent, 18 were found on 10th February and 13 were (still?) present on 31st March. Otherwise 
in the first winter 12 were briefly at Blue House Fm on 8th February and 1-3 on single days at four 
other coastal sites in the north of the county.

In the second winter, the only double-figure counts were in December, 18 at Old Heath on 12th 
and 11 at Rainham on 24th, both flying over. The only birds seen for more than one day were two at 
Leigh-on-Sea on 2nd October, of which one was still present four days later, and two which arrived 
at Rainham on 5th December and stayed until the year end. Otherwise, apart from six flying south 
at Frinton-on-Sea on 6th December and four at Old Hall on 2nd December, the only reports were of 
a single bird at Holland Haven on 3rd October and two December records at unusual inland sites, 
namely two adults at Belhus Woods CP on 12th and a juvenile at Russell Green GP on 30th.

Greylag Goose  Anser anser	 GB 1,400*
An introduced resident.
Breeding was reported from 23 sites (24 in 2012, 15 in 2011, 22 in 2010) with a total of about 136 
pairs/broods. No full count of broods or pairs was received from Old Hall, which had held much the 
highest number of pairs in 2012. The highest count received was of 45 nests found in the Hamford 
Water area, followed by 25 broods at Walthamstow Res.(in total 92 young). The only other site 
reporting double figures was Foulness Is. (ten pairs). There were six broods at Warren Fm, St Osyth, 
30 juveniles at Belhus Woods CP and four pairs/broods at Broads Green and Rainham.  All other sites 
reported 1-3 pairs or broods. 

Key WeBS counts were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  1426	 1230	 942	 590	 2323	 1717	 1460	 2307
Stour Estuary		  95	 23	 62	 31	 12	 91	 8	 168
Hamford Water		  273	 145	 266	NC	  1247	 548	 328	 667
Holland Haven		  12	 67	 73	 2	 118	 130	 244	 0
Colne Estuary		  143	 185	 32	 55	 185	 272	 205	 262
Blackwater Estuary		  486	 322	 353	 271	 126	 180	 190	 402
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  6	 63	 11	 49	 167	 2	 23	 198
Foulness/Thames		  65	 99	 18	 36	 21	 21	 11	 107
Abberton Res.		  142	 19	 50	 9	 366	 243	 298	 225
Hanningfield Res.		  81	 160	 44	 37	 117	 84	 150	 182

	 Highest non-WeBS counts from the main sites (those holding 200+ birds) were: Broomhouse 
Flash, Langham, 270 on 5th August; Manningtree, 200 in December; The Hythe, 200 on 26th October; 
St Osyth, 230 on 17th December; Russell Green GP, 300 on 8th November; Orsett Fen, 218 on 2nd 
December; Rainham, 300 on 7th January and 210 on 18th December.

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis	 GB ?* (600)    IN ?
An introduced resident with a stable breeding population.
Breeding records were received from 26 sites (31 in 2012). The number of pairs/broods was almost 
unchanged at 161 (164 in 2012) but no count was received from Old Hall (where there were 35 
pairs in 2012). Otherwise the highest counts again came from Walthamstow Res., where there were 
56 broods from which 213 young fledged, and Foulness Is., where 26 pairs reared 56 juveniles.  At 
Hamford Water 20 pairs were counted and there were 11 pairs at Rainham, of which five produced 
broods. No other site reported more than 1-5 pairs/broods.

WeBS counts from the main sites were as follows:
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  1818	 1419	 799	 661	 2889	 2620	 1700	 2110
Stour Estuary		  129	 77	 92	 110	 249	 600	 453	 307
Hamford Water		  30	 167	 31	NC	  65	 1	 53	 29
Colne Estuary		  23	 20	 8	 9	 46	 56	 33	 49
Blackwater Estuary		  53	 55	 75	 52	 112	 258	 140	 170
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  174	 152	 117	 47	 256	 190	 244	 375
Foulness/Thames		  517	 371	 185	 158	 1102	 591	 319	 410
Hanningfield Res.		  224	 130	 67	 20	 154	 45	 122	 160
Abberton Res.		  242	 56	 66	 38	 456	 156	 210	 184
Lee Valley		  426	 391	 155	 233	 449	 723	 126	 426

	 The highest single-site non-WeBS counts received (from sites reporting 250+) were: Broomhouse 
Flash, Langham, 453 on 9th November (with November-December counts of 400-500 further east 
in the Stour Valley perhaps relating to the same flock); Abberton Res. 1,000+ on 1st July; Blue House 
Fm, 307 on 28th January and 375 on 19th December;  Wallasea Is., 300 on 9th November; Bowers 
Marsh, 310 on 2nd December;  Walthamstow Res., 633 on 7th July; Lee Valley Goosefields, 330 on 
10th October. Other counts of 200+ came from Russell Green GP, Hanningfield Res., Paglesham 
Lagoon and Rainham.

Barnacle Goose  Branta leucopsis	 GB 330    IN 270*
Scarce winter visitor but fast increasing feral population.
The only confirmed report of breeding came from Horsey Is., where 15 broods were counted and at 
least 40 adults in May. This species continues to increase year on year. Various reports from The Naze 
during the summer months perhaps related to some of these birds. Elsewhere two were at Holland 
Haven from 29th April to 27th May and 1-2 at Abberton Res. from mid-June to late August. 

In the first winter 18 were seen in flight with Brent Geese at Wakering Stairs on 1st January (note 
that in EBR 2012 that record was mistakenly included for 2012) and eight at Blue House Fm on  
29th January. Thereafter double-figure counts included a flurry of activity in the north-east of the 
county in mid- and late February when, on 17th, 65 flew south past Frinton-on-Sea and 40+ were 
seen at Holland Haven and, on 28th, 43 were seen at The Naze and 29 flew south past Frinton- 
on-Sea. Elsewhere, there were up to 11 moving between Old Hall and Tollesbury Wick from 2nd 
January to 13th February (one remaining until 5th April and three on 31st March) and up to 11 at 
Hanningfield Res. from the start of the year to 17th March. Otherwise (apart from the Blue House 
hybrids, as to which see below) just single birds were reported from Wormingford, Wrabness, and 
Walthamstow Res. 

In the second winter the only records involved single birds in the Stour Valley and at Paglesham 
Lagoon, Wallasea Is. and Rainham.

Barnacle Goose was added to BOU Categories C2 
and E (in addition to Category A) in The British List: A 
Checklist of the Birds of Britain (7th Edition) published 
by the BOU on 20th July 2006.  As the feral population 
in the UK continues to grow, it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to determine whether birds occurring in the 
county are Category A, C2 or E. Given the size of the 
Hamford Water feral population and the long-term 
presence of several hundred feral birds in Suffolk, it 
seems likely that, with the possible exception of the 
February birds in the north-east, most of the birds 
reported above were of relatively local stock.

Barnacle-Canada Goose Hybrids, Blue 
House Farm, (John Lilley)
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Barnacle/Canada Goose  Branta leucopsis/canadensis
Blue House Fm., the hybrid flock was present throughout the year, with maxima of 70 on 3rd January 
and 61 on 24th October. Three hybrid broods were seen in June.

Brent Goose  Branta bernicla
Dark-bellied Brent  B. b. bernicla	 GB 910    IN 2,000
Very common winter visitor and passage migrant.
Inland records were as follows: Abberton Res., two on 10th November; Hanningfield Res., one from 
11th to 17th March, plus five which flew in briefly on the latter date; Roding Valley Meadow NR, a 
juvenile from 22nd to 25th November; KGV Res., one on 29th October;  Walthamstow Res., four on 
9th March and a remarkable (for recent years) 25 on 10th April, this being the highest count from 
the LV reservoirs since 1994 and the highest anywhere inland since 1996, when a regular series of 
double-figure counts from Abberton Res. came to an end.

Inner Thames: first-winter records came from West Thurrock, four on 11th January; Barking, 65 on 
9th March, and Rainham, where 1-3 were reported on several dates between 12th January and 14th 
April, with 27 on 14th January. No reports were received in the first winter from the usually-favoured 
Mucking/E. Tilbury but this absence was more than compensated by a huge count, for the area, of 
1,200+ at E. Tilbury on 12th October. These birds were perhaps a splinter group from the big flock at 
Leigh-on-Sea at the time, as thereafter more normal service was resumed at E. Tilbury, with 71 on 
19th October, 48 on 2nd and two on 10th November.

Key monthly WeBS counts were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  23264	 28254	 29264	 4431	 4807	 21382	 23642	 31273
Stour Estuary		  1485	 3176	 1856	 1219	 38	 1469	 761	 1391
Hamford Water		  4417	 6525	 4519	NC	  174	 1478	 4219	 3767
Colne Estuary		  2536	 2115	 865	 626	 5	 862	 1413	 731
Blackwater Estuary		  6923	 6517	 7109	 1158	 81	 3765	 6186	 5587
Dengie		  2260	 2689	 1860	 176	 45	 910	 2256	 4400
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  1790	 2825	 2658	 671	 0	 162	 4282	 2759
Foulness/Thames		  3846	 4107	 10396	 581	 4464	 12734	 3997	 11438

	N on-WeBS counts of 3,000+ not otherwise mentioned below were: Hamford Water, 3,679 on 
23rd January; Heybridge Basin, 3,000 on 29th December; Holliwell Pt, 3,961 on 10th November and 
3,000 on 11th December; Redward Outfall, R.Crouch, 4,500 on 1st December;  Wallasea Is., 3,000 on 
15th November and 3,500 on 2nd December.

Counts of autumn juveniles were greatly improved from 2012. Various sample counts at Blue 
House Fm, Wakering Stairs, Shoeburyness and Leigh-on-Sea between 17th October and 15th 
December gave percentages of juveniles at between 16.7% and 24.8%. Exceptions were a very early 
count of 115 birds at Wakering Stairs on 21st September, all of which were adults, a count of 55 
juveniles out of 608 birds (9.05 %) at Tollesbury Wick on 13th November, and, at the other extreme, 
a startling 45.25% juveniles out of a flock of 698 at Shoeburyness on 14th October.

In May the species was widespread in small numbers through much of the month and along much 
of the coast, with 520 still on the Stour on 17th, 45 at Old Hall on 25th and 50 at St Osyth Beach 
on 27th, while on the latter date 73 flew north at Frinton-on-Sea. The last northbound birds at 
Frinton were four on 8th and 12 on 10th June. Very few were reported in mid-summer, with a 
maximum of four at Two Tree Is. on 27th June and 13th July and otherwise just 1-2 at The Naze, 
Bradwell, Blue House Fm and Stow Marsh.

The first apparent autumn arrivals were six at Foulness on 25th August, with eight flying south at 
Frinton-on-Sea the next day and eight north (the same birds?) there a day later. These were isolated 
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forerunners, with no more reports until 14 flew south at Frinton-on-Sea on 6th September. Just a 
trickle followed through mid-September until the first three-figure counts, of 138 past Frinton-on-
Sea and 148 at Leigh-on-Sea, both on 21st September. The trickle became a flood four days later, 
when 5,477 flew south past Frinton-on-Sea and 266 were off Gunners Pk, while numbers in the 
Thames estuary built to 3,515 at Leigh-on-Sea on 28th September and 2,105 at Wakering Stairs the 
next day, with the flock at Leigh peaking at 6,000 on 4th October.

A further notable passage of 4,120 at Frinton-on-Sea occurred on 5th November and passage 
appears to have been more protracted than in 2012. In 2012 observed passage of south-bound birds 
at Frinton had been concentrated into October, with 13,432 (in 87 hours) during the month, whereas 
in 2013 only 2,829 flew south (in 68 hours) in the same month. However when September and 
November are brought into account, the totals of south-bound birds over the three months were 
14,559 (in 216 hours) in 2012 and 17,200 (in 200 hours) in 2013. 

Pale-bellied Brent  B. b. hrota	 GB 34    IN 70
Scarce annual visitor
First winter period: Hamford Water, two on 8th, six on 23rd and four on 31st January; Holland Haven, 
one on 6th February; Old Hall/ Tollesbury Wick, 1-5 on many dates, 3rd January-9th March; Heybridge 
Basin, four on 28th-31st January, one on 16th April and nearby possibly the same bird at Osea Road 
on 4th May; Bradwell BO, 1-3 on many dates, 13th January-24th March; Blue House Fm, 1-3 on 
several dates, 21st January-21st February, and possibly one of these nearby at Marsh Fm, South 
Woodham Ferrers on 7th and 16th January and 31st March and at Stow Marsh on 1st March; 
Foulness, two on 4th January, with one nearby at Fleet Head on 11th January. 

Second winter period : Frinton-on-Sea, five flew south during the big movement on 5th November; 
Colne Pt, one on 20th October; Tollesbury Wick, one on 9th December; Dengie, up to five on several 
dates, 10th November-30th December, mainly in the large flock in the Holliwell Pt/ Deal Hall  
area; Redward Outfall, R.Crouch, six in the large flock there on 1st December;  Wallasea Is., one on  
1st and 6th December; N. Fambridge, one on 25th December; Leigh-on-Sea, 1-3, 28th September-
4th October.

Black Brant B. b. nigricans    EBSIP
Very scarce visitor, but annual in recent years.
First winter period:
Howlands Marsh	O ne  	 9th and 20th February	 SC, DL
Blue House Fm 	 Two (adult  	 5th February (with the 
	 and juvenile)	 juvenile again on 21st February)	 DL 
		  28th April
Old Hall	O ne  	 Many dates 9th January  
		  to 9th March	 DL
Second winter period:
Colne Pt/Wigboro Wick	O ne 	 29th November-6th December	 Photo ID

The BBRC withdrew Black Brant from the list of rare species and races that it considers from 1st July 
2005. Observers should note, however, that a detailed description is still required by the ID Panel and 
that descriptions should include details on the elimination of Dark-bellied Brent Goose x Black Brant 
hybrid, which has become an increasing problem in recent years.  A further 14 records were received 
but none were supported by descriptions.

Red-breasted Goose  Branta ruficollis  BBRC	 (7, 3, 10)
Vagrant, the true status of which is blurred by frequent escapes from captivity.
No birds considered of wild origin were seen during the year. See Appendix II for apparent escapes 
and feral birds. 
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Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiaca	 GB 10*
Scarce resident; increasing. Becoming a regular breeder in small numbers.
Breeding was reported (single pairs unless stated) from Langham Treatment Works, Judas Gap 
(Cattawade), Benton Hall Golf Club (Witham), Russell Green GP, Dagenham Chase, Valentine’s Pk 
(Ilford), Netherhall GP, Fishers Green, Snaresbrook Crown Court, Hollow Pond (Leyton Flats), 
Walthamstow Res. (where five pairs hatched 20 young but only six fledged) and Mayesbrook Pk 
(Barking). 

At other seasons, reports were received from a further 31 sites. Regular sites and peak counts were: 
Stour Valley, 17 on 11th December; Mistley, 15 on 21st August; Abberton Res., present all year, 
maximum 19 on 12th August; Lofts Fm/Chigborough Lakes, present all year, peak ten on 12th July; 
Herongate, 12 on 10th January; Brook Fm, Upminster, 12 on 25th December; Dagenham Chase, 36 
on 6th August (the largest flock yet recorded in the County); Fishers Green area, present all year, 
recorded at various sites with maxima of 17 on 1st January, 16 on 14th April and 15 on 29th 
December;  Walthamstow Res., present for most of the year, with maxima of 34+ (adults) on 28th 
April and 19 on 14th December. No other site recorded double-figures. 

Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna	  GB 610    IN 3,000
Locally common breeding species, numbers greatly augmented in winter.
Coastal breeding was proved at ten sites (11 in 2012).  At Foulness Is. 29 pairs reared 14 young -fewer 
pairs but a higher success rate than in 2012, when 44 pairs fledged 16 young. No full breeding count 
was received from Old Hall. No other sites reported more than two 
broods apart from Flag Creek, St Osyth, where again there were 
three; and Paglesham Lagoon/River Roach, where there were 
also three. No broods were reported from Blue House Fm. 
Inland, one pair fledged young at Walthamstow Res., a reduction 
from three successful pairs in 2012 and a disappointing outcome 
after 34 adults had been counted on 28th April. No other con
firmed reports of inland breeding were received, though three 
pairs were present at Ardleigh Res. in late April and three pairs 
were at Bradwell GP (near Coggeshall) inMay, with at least one 
pair into June. However no broods were seen at either site.

Monthly WeBS totals for the county and for the significant 
sites were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  7129	 6733	 4702	 2251	 1081	 2198	 3502	 5142
Stour Estuary		  1161	 1250	 952	 506	 158	 397	 712	 1340
Hamford Water		  828	 792	 722	NC	  194	 372	 660	 850
Colne Estuary		  960	 402	 196	 210	 47	 142	 208	 408
Blackwater Estuary		  2409	 2909	 1908	 831	 247	 796	 1252	 1164
Dengie		  346	 248	 2	 41	 12	 28	 46	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  402	 377	 445	 152	 32	 38	 156	 474
Foulness/Thames		  952	 730	 391	 399	 391	 425	 464	 873

	 Single-site non-WeBS counts were well down on 2012, with maxima of just 250 at Mistley on 17th 
March, 230 at Brightlingsea on 7th November and 200 at Thurrock Thameside on 2nd November.  A 
remarkable passage of 244 flying south was noted at Frinton-on-Sea on the unexpected date of 7th 
January, the highest single-day count yet recorded at that site and thought by the observer to be late 
returning birds from Holland.  With other smaller counts, a total of 436 flew south past Frinton-on-
Sea in January (no other monthly total there during the year reaching three figures).

Shelduck ducklings (Richard Hull) 
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Mandarin  Aix galericulata	 GB 10*
An introduced species with an increasing resident population.
There was again no full survey in Epping Forest but two broods were seen at both Connaught Water 
and Strawberry Hill Ponds, with one nearby at Highams Pk Lake. Elsewhere, breeding was proved 
(having been strongly suspected in the previous two years) at Gt Holland Pits, with one brood seen, 
and one brood was found in Hainault Forest.

In the first winter much the highest counts again came from Connaught Water, where there were 
79 on 25th January, again quickly reducing thereafter, to 26 on 12th February. Elsewhere the only 
double-figure counts came from Strawberry Hill Ponds, where there was a peak count of 25 on 11th 
March, and Heath Drive, Gidea Pk, 14 on 10th January. 

Numbers were again much lower in the second winter, with a maximum of 32 at Connaught 
Water on 30th November, the only double-figure count elsewhere being of 26 at Strawberry  
Hill Ponds on 17th October. Reports of 1-5 birds came from a further 19 sites around the county 
(23 in 2012). Two of these sites were locations in or close to Epping Forest (additional to those 
mentioned above).

Wigeon  Anas penelope	 GB 4,400    IN 15,000
Common, often abundant, winter visitor and passage migrant. Erratic breeder.
At Blue House Fm, where the species bred successfully in 2012, a pair was seen mating on 24th April 
and was still present on 8th May but just a single bird was seen after that date.  At Rainham up to 
three adults (two ) were seen in May.  At Walton Hall Marsh a  was seen on 14th June and at 
Abberton Res. two birds were seen on 18th June, with one still present on 30th.  At Old Hall a  
lingered until 25th May but was not seen subsequently, and at Bowers Marsh two  were seen on 
13th May, with one remaining until 1st June. Finally, at Paglesham Lagoon one was seen on 30th 
June. There were no other records indicative of summering. 
WeBS counts were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  15807	 18052	 9435	 1297	 8932	 14853	 20173	 21611
Stour Estuary		  2065	 1373	 1198	 225	 424	 1662	 1314	 1886
Hamford Water		  1634	 1835	 847	NC	  2333	 2512	 3254	 4055
Holland Haven		  560	 900	 285	 40	 20	 170	 285	 500
Colne Estuary		  2901	 1415	 125	 159	 43	 1222	 2172	 1470
Blackwater Estuary		  3928	 6056	 3462	 156	 1046	 2638	 5360	 4251
Dengie		  159	 35	 0	 4	 22	 120	 334	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  1752	 4185	 1845	 593	 50	 464	 1545	 3063
Foulness/Thames		  1609	 1246	 911	 17	 4031	 4238	 4972	 4762
Abberton Res.		  652	 605	 390	 18	 602	 281	 666	 1001
Hanningfield Reservoir		  301	 250	 130	 43	 323	 1457	 166	 510
Lee Valley		  246	 152	 242	 42	 38	 89	 105	 113

	 Excluding WeBS counts, four-figure counts were reported from the following sites (the highest 
non-WeBS count at each site being given): Hamford Water, 5,700 on 27th January; Frinton-on-Sea,  
1,959 flew south on 25th September; Colne Pt, 1,400 on 18th November; Old Hall, 1,800 on 18th 
January; Tollesbury Wick, 1,200 on 10th November; Hanningfield Res., 1,457 on 13th October; Stow 
Marsh, 1,500 on 13th November; Blue House Fm, 2,700 on 14th February;  West Canvey, 1,000 on 
10th January; Leigh Cocklesheds, 1,500 on 2nd October;  Wat Tyler CP, 2,171 on 15th December; 
Purfleet, 1,000 on 19th January; Rainham, 1,200 on 10th March.  At a more modest level, a group of 
15 at Walthamstow Res. on 26th August was only the second ever record for that month at those 
reservoirs.
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Gadwall  Anas strepera	 GB 250    IN 600
Slowly increasing winter visitor and passage migrant. Stable breeding population.
Breeding was confirmed at six sites (one in 2012). One brood was seen at Stansted Airport Lagoons, 
two pairs nested in Hamford Water (a nest with eggs and a brood being found) while two broods 
were seen at Walton Hall Marsh, Chigborough Lakes and Seventy Acres Lake.  At Rainham, 13 pairs 
summered and again two broods were seen.  At Old Hall, there was no full count but three pairs were 
seen up to late May.

Apart from those mentioned above, pairs in suitable habitat in the breeding season (single pairs 
unless stated) were also reported from: Holland Haven, St Osyth Priory (two pairs), Howlands Marsh,  
Abberton Res. (two pairs), Paglesham East End, Dagenham Chase, Mardyke (Stifford/Davy Down), 
and Walthamstow Res. In addition, breeding season (May/June) records of two or more birds (but 
with no mention of pairing) were received from no fewer than 20 further sites, including counts of 
30 at Hanningfield Res. on 29th June, 23 at Blue House Fm on 21st June, 25 at Bowers Marsh on 6th 
June and 29 at Vange Marsh on 28th June.

Monthly WeBS totals from selected key sites were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  942	 756	 537	 235	 713	 661	 745	 567
Stour estuary		  48	 82	 66	 22	 1	 2	 19	 7
Hamford Water		  356	 168	 127	NC	  15	 69	 37	 61
Colne Estuary		  24	 6	 20	 15	 0	 0	 6	 8
Blackwater Estuary		  165	 24	 27	 17	 27	 65	 28	 26
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  77	 197	 67	 17	 32	 4	 50	 197
Abberton Res.		  15	 61	 64	 49	 173	 51	 31	 13
Hanningfield Res.		  141	 35	 25	 21	 232	 253	 357	 67
Lee Valley		  177	 139	 118	 161	 158	 200	 160	 180

	N otable WeBS counts came from Wanstead Pk, where 258 on 10th February and 363 on 15th 
December were both new site records. Excluding WeBS counts, the only counts of 200+ came from 
Abberton Res., 250+ on 17th July, Hanningfield Res., 250 on 9th October, and Wanstead Pk, 251 on 
5th December. Other sites recording non-WeBS three-figure counts were: Old Hall, 115 on 15th 
January; Blue House Fm, 108 on 3rd January and 114 on 19th December; Paglesham Lagoon, 125 on 
12th February; Purfleet, 100 on 19th January;  Walthamstow Res., 100 on 2nd February.

Teal  Anas crecca	 GB 2,100    IN 5,000
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Very scarce breeding species.
There were no reports of confirmed breeding (the most recent past report was in 2010). This is a 
species where some birds linger into May before leaving, while a few returning (or wandering) birds 
are back by mid-June, so it is difficult to judge when birds are summering. Reports were received in 
May/June from: The Naze, Holland Haven, Howlands Marsh,  Abberton Res., Old Hall, Heybridge GP, 
Limbourne Creek, Marsh Fm (South Woodham Ferrers), Blue House Fm, Bowers Marsh, Wat Tyler CP, 
Vange Marsh, Thurrock Thameside Nature Pk, Mardyke Valley and Rainham. None of the observers 
reported any evidence of breeding.
Monthly WeBS counts were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  16620	 13049	 9031	 2373	 8603	 12069	 13131	 20015
Stour Estuary		  956	 688	 791	 438	 472	 611	 1133	 2035
Hamford Water		  3053	 2359	 1492	NC	  3006	 2786	 3395	 4927
Holland Haven		  185	 135	 45	 15	 72	 185	 470	 215
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Colne Estuary		  3331	 636	 217	 251	 105	 973	 1115	 937
Blackwater Estuary		  4798	 3165	 2924	 554	 1389	 2348	 2705	 2569
Dengie		  27	 65	 25	 38	 70	 75	 0	 5
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  1017	 1838	 1312	 406	 591	 554	 906	 2703
Foulness/Thames		  2031	 2637	 1580	 395	 191	 1011	 1012	 2113
Abberton Res.		  1008	 1218	 436	 205	 2231	 3147	 1646	 3108
Hanningfield Res.		  32	 52	 11	 23	 278	 264	 173	 438
Lee Valley		  182	 256	 198	 74	 198	 190	 61	 269

	N on-WeBS counts of 500+ were received from the following sites (the highest count at each site 
being given): Frinton-on-Sea, 762 flew south on 25th September; Old Hall, 1,260 on 1st February; 
Tollesbury Wick, 500 on 23rd January and 10th November; Iltney Marsh, Mundon, 650 on 30th 
October; Stow Marsh, 1,800 on 13th November; Blue House Fm, 1,450 on 19th December; Hole 
Haven Creek, 800 on 7th January; Thurrock Thameside Nature Pk, 1,000 on 29th December; Rainham, 
1,200 on19th and 28th December. 

Green-winged Teal  Anas carolinensis    EBSIP	     (18, 8, 26)
Vagrant. 
Rainham    	 27th -29th April 	 PS et al
The second year in succession that this species (still “lumped” with Eurasian Teal by some authorities, 
though not by BOURC) has occurred in the county.

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos	 GB 6,800    IN 20,000
Common and widespread resident, winter visitor and passage migrant.
In total 181 broods/summering pairs were reported from 51 sites (186 from 26 in 2012).  With 
reports from twice as many sites as the previous year, the total of broods/pairs would no doubt have 
shown a substantial increase but for the absence of a full report from Old Hall, where 105 pairs were 
found in 2012. This is a species for which not all observers submit breeding records and the total is 
still only a somewhat random sample of actual breeding numbers.

Full breeding reports came this year from: Braintree and Bocking, 30 pairs; Blue House Fm, 17 
broods (12 in 2012); Foulness, 27 pairs fledged nine young (26 pairs and 16 young in 2012); Rainham, 
11 pairs produced nine broods;  Walthamstow Res., 11 broods comprising 60 young.
WeBS totals were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  3259	 2730	 1959	 1297	 4403	 3957	 3585	 3350
Stour Estuary		  161	 144	 74	 77	 165	 187	 109	 261
Hamford Water		  450	 395	 380	NC	  1182	 1109	 983	 884
Holland Haven		  42	 29	 14	 15	 7	 10	 20	 20
Colne Estuary		  145	 119	 59	 95	 47	 58	 116	 108
Blackwater Estuary		  393	 250	 219	 134	 391	 420	 432	 301
Dengie		  292	 149	 19	 41	 31	 28	 151	 31
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  418	 370	 183	 112	 336	 220	 413	 295
Foulness/Thames		  372	 371	 234	 232	 461	 331	 269	 463
Abberton Res.		  246	 273	 184	 136	 1026	 1165	 489	 481
Hanningfield Res.		  140	 101	 88	 57	 174	 92	 288	 228
Lee Valley		  489	 516	 495	 386	 567	 337	 315	 278

	N on-WeBS counts of 200+ were as follows (only the highest count at each site being given): 
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Abberton Res., 250+ on 17th July; Belhus Wood CP, 441 on 25th October; Mardyke Valley, 217 on 
19th December; Mill Meads and Three Mills Studios, 350 on 20th January. Other sites reporting non-
WeBS counts of 100+ were Alresford, Colne Pt, North Dengie, Hanningfield Res., Blue House Fm., 
Rainham, Ingrebourne Valley, Fishers Green, Connaught Water and Wanstead Pk.

Pintail  Anas acuta	 GB 290    IN 600
Passage migrant and winter visitor. Occasionally breeds.
There were again no reports suggestive of breeding and none of summering. Indeed the only record 
from May/July was of a single bird at the improbable location of Valentine’s Pk, Ilford, on 26th May.
Key monthly WeBS counts were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  1217	 1733	 1014	 46	 691	 743	 892	 922
Stour Estuary		  204	 426	 264	 17	 158	 133	 206	 275
Hamford Water		  43	 126	 30	NC	  48	 40	 25	 34
Blackwater Estuary		  819	 839	 626	 12	 109	 251	 427	 419
Dengie		  39	 63	 0	 0	 0	 5	 31	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  15	 246	 77	 12	 0	 0	 109	 110
Abberton Res.		  81	 26	 20	 0	 346	 250	 86	 59
Hanningfield Reservoir		  0	 0	 0	 0	 16	 51	 2	 3
Lee Valley		  0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0
Paglesham Lagoon		  4	 2	 5	 0	 0	 2	 3	 14

	 Three-figure non-WeBS counts were received as follows (only the highest non-WeBS count at 
each site being given unless stated): Hamford Water, 120 on 20th January; Frinton-on-Sea, an 
exceptional cold-weather movement of 502 flying south on 21st January; Abberton Res., 100 on 
31st October; Old Hall, 169 on 10th December; Goldhanger, 100 on 7th October; Osea Is./Northey 
Is., 200 on 28th January; Maldon, 200+ on 17th February (probably the same as the Osea flock); 
Iltney Fm, Mundon, 120 on 18th December; Blue House Fm, 230 on 8th February and 120 on 13th 
November were the maxima at that site at each end of the year. 

Garganey  Anas querquedula	 GB+*    IN 20,000
Scarce passage migrant. Sporadic breeder.
An exceptional breeding record concerned a  watched incubating at Vange on four dates between 
3rd and 15th May, while a  was seen there on 5th May. This is the first record of a nest being found 
in Essex during the EBWS period, although reports from Old Hall in the 1950s and 1960s suggest 
that nests were sometimes found there by the gamekeepers, and some records from Abberton Res. 
in the same period could imply that occasional nests were found at that site. Otherwise all reports 
of confirmed breeding have involved broods. There were no further reports from Vange after 15th 
May and the nest is thought to have been unsuccessful. The Vange record apart, there was no other 
proof of breeding, although at Rainham a  summered and a  was seen on 19th and 20th June and 
at Bowers Marsh a pair was present from 2nd -18th May, and the  to 9th June Elsewhere in June, 
there were single  at Hanningfield Res. on 6th-14th; and at Wat Tyler CP on 1st.

The first bird of the spring was a  at The Naze on 17th March. Subsequent reports in March/May 
(all singles and all  unless stated) came from: Ingrebourne Valley, a pair on 1st and 6th April; 
Rainham, 16th to 22nd May (perhaps the same  as in the June records referred to above); Vange 
Marsh, a pair on 4th April and a  on 11th April (perhaps the same birds as involved in the breeding 
record above but with no reports in the intervening period); Bowers Marsh, a pair on 2nd-3rd May, a 
pair on 18th May, a  on 29th and 31st May; Southchurch Pk East, a  on 29th May; Blue House Fm, 
a pair on 3rd and 7th-8th May; Hanningfield Res., 16th May; Old Hall, two on 25th April and 7th May, 
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one on 21st and 26th May; Abberton Res., 4th-6th May; Holland Haven, a pair on 26th March, single 
 on 13th and 29th May;  Walton Hall Marsh, 7th April.

In the first half of July, there were late-summer records of a  at Blue House Fm on 8th and one 
(not sexed) at Abberton Res. on 14th.  Autumn passage began in late July and was again at a low level, 
with records of 1-5 from 13 sites (ten in 2012).  Apart from an October bird detailed below, records 
are summarized in the following table:

			   Jul	  	 Aug				S    ep		

Week commencing		  23rd	 30th	  6th	 13th	 20th	 27th	 3rd	 10th	 17th	 24th
Week number		  30	 31	  32	 33	 34	 35	 36	 37	 38	 39
Numbers		   6	  9	  7	  8	  6	  1	  3	  5	  4	  1
Locations		   2	  3	  4	  4	  4	  1	  1	  3	  3	  1

	 Passage was possibly even lighter than the table suggests, because the numbers shown include 
long-stayers as well as new arrivals. In particular, at Abberton Res., after five were found on 28th July, 
up to four were reported on several dates to 11th August, presumably the same birds.  And at 
Hanningfield Res. up to three were seen intermittently from 31st July to 14th September, which 
could possibly have been the same birds throughout.  Apart from three at Chigborough Lakes on 
18th August, reports from other sites were all of single birds.

The last bird of the autumn was one at Hanningfield Res. on 6th and 12th October but a  was 
shot at Fingringhoe on 5th December (reported to BM who was shown the freshly shot bird). This is 
the third December record and only the sixth winter record for the county.

Shoveler  Anas clypeata	 GB 180    IN 400
Passage migrant and winter visitor, with a small breeding population.
In the breeding season (taken as May/June) 13 pairs were reported from ten sites (35 at ten in 2012), 
with additional birds (not noted as pairs) at a further 13 sites. The decrease from 2012 is explained 
by the lack of a breeding count from Old Hall, where there were 24 pairs in 2012. The only sites to 
report broods were Walton Hall Marsh and Rainham, at each of which two broods were found, and 
Blue House Fm, where there was one brood.  Again there was no full count at Fingringhoe Ranges, 
which has been one of the breeding strongholds in recent years.
Monthly WeBS counts were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  891	 726	 842	 352	 2512	 1302	 902	 769
Stour Estuary		  7	 17	 7	 13	 0	 0	 16	 6
Hamford Water		  49	 86	 70	NC	  31	 63	 24	 42
Holland Haven		  6	 7	 3	 2	 0	 0	 3	 0
Colne Estuary		  23	 47	 12	 24	 6	 6	 16	 16
Blackwater Estuary		  30	 104	 201	 57	 3	 78	 111	 83
Dengie		  0	 5	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  33	 114	 59	 70	 8	 0	 48	 39
Paglesham Lagoon		  154	 49	 14	 7	 95	 148	 164	 236
Foulness/Thames		  67	 59	 48	 52	 28	 24	 20	 48
Abberton Res.		  470	 190	 323	 77	 2031	 508	 378	 198
Hanningfield Res.		  2	 20	 49	 4	 126	 333	 76	 67
Lee Valley		  52	 23	 52	 46	 184	 142	 46	 34

	N on-WeBS counts of 150+ came from the following sites (only the highest count at each site 
being given): Abberton Res., 350 on 3rd March; Hanningfield Res, 333 on 13th October; Lofts Fm, 
Heybridge, 200 on 23rd February. 
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Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 
Scarce (feral) resident, uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.
Breeding was reported from the stronghold of Hanningfield Res, where a maximum of 17 young 
were reported in July. Birds were present at this site throughout the year, peaking at 48 on 6th 
September, although almost mass dispersion occurred at the end of that month.

Elsewhere: Abberton Res. noted in all months bar April and May, all reports of singles (although at 
least one  and  involved) except for 11 on 19th September; Fairlop Waters,  on 5th and 20th 
March;  Wanstead Pk, three on 3rd April,  from 17th-24th September; Ingrebourne Valley, five on 
4th April, four remaining to 13th; Heybridge Pits, two on 14th April, with a single on 16th and 27th, 
two on 6th May, one on 20th July and 29th August; The Hythe,  from 17th May-20th June, with 
presumably the same seen on 21st in Colchester; Hamford Water, two on 22nd August.

Estimated numbers as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 8	 3	 10	 22	 11	 17	 23	 34	 60	 6	 7	 4
Locations	 3	 2	 3	 4	 3	 3	 3	 4	 3	 2	 2	 2

Pochard  Aythya ferina	 GB 380    IN 3,500
Common winter visitor and passage migrant with a small breeding population.
A total of 18 broods/pairs was reported from 13 sites (63 from 14 in 2012, 73 from 14 in 2011) as 
follows (singles unless otherwise stated): Abberton Res.; Belhus Wood; Bowers Marsh; Brightlingsea; 
Foulness, three; Heybridge GP; Old Hall; Rainham; three; St Osyth; Vange Wick;  Walthamstow Res;  
Waterworks NR;  Wat Tyler CP, two. The low numbers were primarily due to no full count being 
received from Old Hall, while no counts were received from a number of historic breeding sites. Birds 
were also noted as present during the breeding season at several other locations. Observers are 
again requested to monitor sites on an annual basis so trends can be detected.

Key WeBS totals were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total: 		  1321	 1193	 704	 330	 1347	 910	 1259	 1341
Blackwater Estuary		  208	 172	 102	 59	 0	 53	 51	 52
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  2	 24	 32	 6	 1	 0	 7	 0
Paglesham Lagoon		  152	 135	 94	 23	 9	 62	 90	 167
Foulness/Thames 		  68	 10	 30	 100	 6	 11	 18	 13
Abberton Res. 		  460	 520	 227	 71	 1278	 695	 932	 838
Hanningfield Res.		  306	 161	 96	 25	 13	 17	 0	 65
Lee Valley		  28	 167	 51	 56	 38	 72	 104	 186

	O verall numbers reported were again low with only three other counts of 200 or more: Abberton 
Res., 250 on 27 January; Old Hall, 245 on 8th and 252 on 13th February.

Ring-necked Duck  Aythya collaris 	     EBSIP    (8, 1, 9)
Vagrant
Chigborough Lakes	   	 25th-30th April	 SDW et al

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 	 GB 1,100    IN 12,000
Common winter visitor and passage migrant with a stable breeding population.
Some 60 pairs/broods were reported from 24 sites (98 from 26 in 2012, 136 from 25 in 2011). The 
highest counts were at: Paglesham Lagoon, seven broods, Chigborough Lakes, six broods, Rainham, 
six broods.  Again no counts were received from a number of historic breeding sites, including Old 
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Hall (37 pairs in 2012) but birds were noted as present during the breeding season at several other 
locations. Observers are requested to monitor sites on an annual basis so trends can be detected.

Key sites for WeBS were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	  Sep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  1900	 2763	 2143	 2244	 5606	 4698	 3195	 3414
Hamford Water		  65	 83	 75	NC	  22	 11	 45	 60
Colne Estuary		  22	 21	 6	 21	 4	 5	 22	 30
Blackwater Estuary		  87	 83	 183	 181	 8	 58	 25	 8
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  132	 146	 95	 180	 94	 64	 105	 155
Foulness/Thames		  155	 170	 163	 211	 67	 57	 59	 50
Abberton Res.		  485	 740	 659	 658	 2729	 1585	 1171	 967
Hanningfield Res.		  498	 403	 309	 407	 1004	 1284	 677	 591
Lee Valley		  424	 1078	 596	 628	 1676	 1623	 1072	 1553

	A s with Pochard, numbers reported remained low with only nine reports in excess of 200 as 
follows: Fishers Green LV, 500 on 6 January;  Walthamstow Res., peaks of 400 on 13th January, 250 
on 13th July, 800 and 1,500 on 3rd and 10th August respectively; Banbury Res., Walthamstow, 300 
on 9th August; Abberton Res., 600 on 17th July; Hanningfield Res., 200 on 9th October; KGV Res., 
200 on 23rd November.

Scaup  Aythya marila	 GB 52     N 3,100
Winter visitor and passage migrant, usually in small numbers. Occasionally summers.
Late winter/spring saw birds reported from 16 sites as follows: Abberton Res., adult and immature  
from 1st January to 19th January, four   from 24th February to 24th March reducing to three on 
9th April and the last on 15th April; Hanningfield Res., five immatures (two , three   ) from 
2012, increasing to six from 7th January, peaking at eight on 11th-12th March with four remaining 
until 16th, and the last sighting on 22nd; Paglesham Lagoon, immature  from 1st January, being 
joined by a second from 2nd March until 23rd April; East Mersea, three on 3rd January increasing to 
four on 7th and a peak of five on 14th; Heybridge GP, two  on 11th January; Foulness, two on 
13th January; Rainham, two on 15th January; Thurrock Thameside EWT, 17th January; Blue House 
Fm, on 28th February; Fairlop Waters, on four dates between 8th February and 13th March;  Weald 
CP, on 3rd March; Great Holland, on 18th-19th March was presumably the same bird seen flying 
close north off Frinton-on-Sea on 20th; KGV Res., from 19th March to 10th April,  from 11th-13th 
May, the latter the last record of the spring; Nazeing GP,  from 24th-28th April.

A mid-summer record came from Heybridge GP on 18th June.
Autumn passage commenced on an early date with a  at Wakering Stairs on 27th September. 

Other sightings came from: Canvey Is., immature on 11th October, possibly the same bird being 
seen at E.Tilbury the next day; Gunners Pk, 14th October.

Thereafter, late autumn/early winter records were as follows: Beckton, two on 10th November; 
Abberton Res., on 13th and 17th November; Bradwell BO, 15 flew into the Blackwater Estuary on 
24th November; Reeveshall, E. Mersea, on 26th November, presumably the same noted at Old Hall 
on 28th and 30th;  West Canvey Marsh, juvenile from 17th November to at least 30th December;  
Wat Tyler, an immature on 8th November, adult on 28th November, assumed same as West Canvey 
Marsh; Heybridge Basin, two on 29th December; Alresford, two immature   on 31st December.

An estimated summary of all records is given below:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 22	 9	 18	 7	 1	 1	 -	 -	 1	 3	 21	 5
Locations	 9	 4	 8	 4	 1	 1	 -	 -	 1	 3	 8	 3
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Eider  Somateria mollissima	 GB 550    IN 12,850
Winter visitor and passage migrant with small numbers in summer 
A poor year with only four double-figure reports received (13 in 2012, 54 in 2011).  As usual, most 
records came from the River Blackwater, with a peak of seven at Tollesbury Wick on 21st December.  A 
large degree of interchange between nearby sites is assumed.

The only mid/inner Thames records was two at E. Tilbury on 2nd October, and Canvey Is., seven on 
21st November. No inland records were received.

At Frinton-on-Sea, peak offshore movements were 12 north on 11th January, and in November, 12 
south on 5th, 14 south on 21st and one south and 16 north on 22nd. 

Estimated monthly totals, allowing for possible duplication within the Blackwater/Colne estuaries, 
with the previous two years’ figures for comparison, were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

2013	 19	 5	 8	 5	 2	 2	 1	 2	 -	 18	 62	 13
2012	 26	 18	 10	 10	 5	 6	 8	 5	 15	 55	 49	 23
2011	 80	 35	 7	 35	 16	 11	 7	 16	 38	 67	 186	 97

Long-tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis	 GB 110    IN 20,000
Declining winter visitor and passage migrant.
Late winter/spring: the  on the lake at Gunners Pk remained until 13th January, with presumably 
the same bird being seen off Southend Pier on 12th February before returning to the former site 
from 15th February to 1st May, a  at Two Tree Is, on 9th March may have been the same; a  at 
Walthamstow Res. from 5th January moved to William Girling Res. and was joined by a second on 
16th-18th January with at least one remaining in the vicinity until 5th May; Hanningfield Res.,  
from 17th February to 26th April; Stour Estuary singles, on 17th February and 7th April; Blackwater 
Estuary one, on 10th March; Bradwell BO one, on 21st April; Fairlop Waters,  on 4th May.

Autumn/early winter:  a  at Banbury Res. from 28th September to 25th October; Holland Haven, 
one on 6th October; E. Tilbury, presumed the same juvenile on 12th and 19th October; Old Hall, 
immature from 7th November, then up to four noted in the eastern Blackwater Estuary from 28th 
November, with birds reported from Tollesbury, Old Hall, Mersea Is., and Bradwell BO, plus singles at 
Fingringhoe Wick on 17th and 20th December and Abberton Res. on the former date; Frinton-on-
Sea, singles south on 11th and 20th November and 24th December; The Naze, two south on 14th 
December.

An excellent year with the highest total since at least 1993 and many long-staying birds. Estimated 
county totals over the last ten years have been:

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Totals			   23	 14	 8	 12	 12	 12	 12	 17	 7	 5

Long-tailed Duck in winter and summer plumage, Hanningfield Res. (David Acfield)
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Common Scoter  Melanitta nigra	 GB 1,000    IN 16,000
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Red List species.
An excellent year with more than twice the average annual total of the last three years.

Inland and Inner Thames records (singles unless stated otherwise): Hanningfield Res., 10th March, 
two on 4th-5th May, 1st September; Russell Green GP, two on 24th March; Beckton, 8th April, two 
on 14th September, four on 11th October; Barking Bay, two on 29th March; Rainham, four on 24th 
March, 29th March, 27th-28th April, 3rd-8th May, 11th October, four on 13th October; Grays, 10th 
July; E. Tilbury, up to 27 on 14 dates between 3rd January and 30th March; four on 27th September, 
30 on 18th October, three on 19th October, six on 2nd November; Thameside Nature Pk, Thurrock, 
up to 30 noted on three dates between 11th January and 24th February, presumed the same as  
E. Tilbury, 29th September.

Estimated monthly maxima with the previous two years’ figures for comparison were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

2013	 1,120	 204	 109	 1,179	 81	 546	 777	 37	 354	 525	 3,412	 533
2012	 245	 28	 142	 42	 69	 89	 270	 127	 514	 993	 1,925	 406
2011	 181	 20	 71	 16	 10	 111	 116	 12	 157	 945	 1,324	 1,060

	R egular sea-watching from Frinton-on-Sea produced the vast majority of birds, with high early 
winter numbers in January (total of 923), an unprecedented northward spring passage in April for 
recent times (880), and a heavy southbound autumn passage.  A total of 5,148 were noted between 
July and December (3,165 in 2012, 2,945 in 2011), with peak passage in July and November. Three-
figure counts were observed on 21 dates with peaks of 232 on 29th January, 529 on 24th April, 206 
on 11th June, 313 on 2nd July, 310 on 19th October, and in November, 738 on 11th, 1,023 on 12th 
and 631 on 21st.

The only other three-figure counts were: Gunners Pk., a peak of 160 on 10th April; Colne Pt., 100 
on 17th April; The Naze, 120 south on 17th July, 103 on 17th November; Holland Haven, 165 and 
268 on 11th and 12th November respectively.

Velvet Scoter  Melanitta fusca	 GB 25    IN 10,000
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Rare in summer.
First winter period: Blackwater Estuary, up to eight present during January-March, most commonly 
reported from Goldhanger, with six remaining to 10th April; Frinton-on-Sea, two on 9th January; 
Southend Pier, 13th January; Stour Estuary, 29th January; Gunners Pk, four on 5th-6th April, with at 
least two remaining to 8th.

Autumn passage was reported from seven sites: Thurrock Thameside Nature Pk, three on 29th 
September; Canvey Pt, 11th October; Old Hall, two on 12th October; Holland Haven, 18th  
October;  Walton-on-the-Naze, 20th October; Frinton-on-Sea, six on 11th November, four on 9th 
December, The Naze, six on 24th 
November. The only winter records 
were all of a single in the Blackwater 
Estuary, reported from Bradwell, 
West Mersea and Tollesbury between 
21st November and 3rd December.

An average year with an estimated 
annual total of 41 birds (35 in 2012, 
49 in 2011).

Drake Smew,  Abberton Res.  
(Sean Nixon)

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   35 28/2/16   19:00:12



36   The essex bird report 2013

Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula	 GB 200    IN 11,500
Common winter visitor, a few usually summer.
The last bird of the spring was recorded at Chigborough Lakes on 27th April with the first returning 
bird at KGV Res. on 22nd September. Mid-summer records came from two sites: Abberton Res.,  
7th- 8th July, 31st August; KGV Res./Sewardstone Marsh, five dates between 11th August and 7th 
September.

WeBS totals were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	  Sep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  384	 710	 581	 294	 4	 21	 168	 448
Stour Estuary		  103	 88	 87	 6	 0	 0	 76	 95
Blackwater Estuary		  102	 61	 18	 0	 0	 1	 17	 21
Crouch/Roach Estuary		  13	 7	 13	 1	 0	 0	 0	 10
Lee Valley		  4	 67	 46	 60	 2	 2	 9	 27
Abberton Res.		  100	 432	 367	 169	 0	 18	 58	 228
Hanningfield Res.		  49	 54	 48	 58	 2	 0	 5	 57

	 There were ten non-WeBS counts of 50 or more as follows: Blackwater Estuary, 60 on 15th January; 
Old Hall, 53 on 17th January; Abberton Res., 68 on 23rd February, 96 on 15th March increasing to a 
peak of 120 on 30th March, then 60 on 6th April; 50 on 9th November, 70 on 17th December; Stour 
Estuary (Manningtree), 53 and 84 on 4th and 6th December respectively.  Autumn passage was 
more prominent than usual with peaks of 15 and ten south past Frinton-on-Sea on 11th and 18th 
November respectively.

Smew  Mergellus albellus	 GB 2*    IN 400
Uncommon winter visitor occurring in variable numbers.
An average year with reasonable numbers in the early winter period. The last report of the first 
winter period concerned a redhead at Mistley on 7th April with the first returning bird at KGV Res, 
on 27th September, staying for at least a month. Both dates were more extreme than usual. 

Estimated monthly numbers were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers		  35	 26	 7	 1	 1	 1	 5	 10
Locations		  15	 6	 2	 1	 1	 1	 4	 5

	 Estimates of numbers have assumed the largest single count from any Lee Valley site is that for the 
entire area.

The highest individual site counts all came from Abberton Res., with more than five noted on four 
days: six on 1st and 28th January, 14 on 3rd February, and six on 5th March.

Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator	 GB 84    IN 1,700
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Occasionally summers.
The last of the spring flew north at Frinton-on-Sea on 14th May with the first reported returning 
bird south at the same site on 25th September.  A single summer record comprised a redhead at 
Rainham on 16th July.

Inland records came from: Abberton Res., a  reported on seven dates between 1st January and 
19th April was presumably present throughout, while a  from 10th November was joined by a  
on 21st -27th, with the latter also being reported on 20th December. Other Inner Thames records 
comprised (singles unless stated): E. Tilbury, 23rd February, 19th October; Rainham, 9th April, three 
on 21st November.

WeBS totals were:
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  267	 191	 157	 83	 40	 67	 217	 145
Stour Estuary		  89	 73	 119	 48	 35	 48	 128	 83
Hamford Water		  2	 18	 0	NC	  0	 0	 0	 4
Colne Estuary		  90	 13	 0	 5	 5	 5	 4	 0
Blackwater Estuary		  86	 83	 37	 30	 0	 13	 79	 51
Dengie		  0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 3	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0

	 Southbound late autumn passage peaked with 24 past Frinton-on-Sea on 11th November.
The highest non-WeBS counts included: Stour Estuary, 45 on 4th November, 70 on 18th December; 

Blackwater Estuary (boat counts), 50 on 12th and 15th January, 100 on 10th March; Old Hall, 44 on 
2nd April.

Goosander  Mergus merganser	 GB 120    IN 2,700
Winter visitor.
Monthly maxima at the main sites were as follows:

			   Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Abberton Res.			   20	 19	 19	 10	 -	 32	 7
Chelmsford, R Chelmer			   7	 2	 2	 2	 -	 -	 2
Colchester-Wivenhoe, R Colne			   17	 29	 10	 3	 -	 15	 23
Hanningfield Res.			   28	 10	 8	 1	 -	 1	 20
Lee Valley CP/Seventy Acres			   8	 6	 3	 1	 -	 1	 -
Holyfield Lake, LV			   5	 -	 5	 -	 -	 1	 6
KGV Res.			   2	 1	 15	 9	 5	 6	 10
Weald Pk			   -	 7	 7	 -	 -	 -	 -

	O ther double-figure counts came from various sites in the Lee Valley, maxima of 13 at Fishers 
Green on 24th January, Walthamstow Res., ten on 25th February and William Girling Res., 11 on 25th 
November, Rivenhall Place (Silver End), 15 on 24th February and 12 on 24th March, and Billericay, 
ten on 28th December. 

The last reported birds of the spring were two at Abberton Res. on 19th April, with the first  
returning birds being two at Gunpowder Pk, LV on 21st September, also seen at nearby KGV Res. the 
following day.

Coastal movement was noted at Canvey Is., with a  on 6th November, and Frinton-on-Sea, two on 
17th January, five on 15th November (of which two seen at Holland Haven), two on 20th December.

Ruddy Duck  Oxyura jamaicensis
Uncommon non-breeding visitor
In view of the sensitivities surrounding this species and the ongoing DEFRA initiative to cull Ruddy 
Ducks, details of specific locations have again been withheld.

An increased total of 42 records were received throughout the year. Birds were reported from eight 
sites during the year (20 in 2012, 13 in 2011), from January to April, June (a single date) and August 
to September. The peak count, from four different locations, was of two. This species continues to 
maintain a small presence in the county.

Quail  Coturnix coturnix
Scarce summer visitor and passage migrant, subject to influxes. Red List species.
It was a very poor year for Quail. Only four records from three locations were received (55 from 
seven in 2012 and 39 from eight in 2011). These relate to a minimum of three birds:
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Red-throated Diver  Gavia stellata	  GB 170    IN 3,000
Common winter visitor and passage migrant.
Inland: Abberton Res: single birds made protracted stays from 13th April-5th May and 9th November-
22nd December.

Coast and estuaries: numbers were high at the start of the year with peak January counts of 127 
off Frinton-on-Sea on 3rd, 50 at Tollesbury Wick on 11th, 52 off Bradwell on 6th and 31 off Southend 
Pier on 13th; also 20-25 at Old Hall, Canvey Pt and Gunners Pk. 

Counts in February were generally lower until 28th when 115 passed Frinton-on-Sea. Impressive 
numbers were recorded off the NE coast in late March, principally from Frinton-on-Sea where there 
were day totals of 73 (26th), 359 (27th), 305 (28th), a county record 1,232 (29th) and 290 (30th). 

Fairlop Waters 	 14th April 			AA   B
Gt Stambridge 	 2nd and 8th August 		A   J Last
Wanstead Flats 	 24th August 			  BV

Annual minima for singing territorial males plus confirmed breeding pairs are:

				    2013 	 2012 	 2011 	 2010 	 2009 	 2008 	2007 	 2006 	 2005 	2004

			   3 	 9 	 12 	 7 	 9 	 7 	 7 	 6 	 10 	 8

Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa
Fairly common and widespread introduced resident.
A total of 291 records was received (270 in 2012 and 253 in 2011).  A minimum of 22 pairs was 
reported from seven sites (44 from 20 in 2012, 23 from seven in 2011).  At least ten pairs were 
reported at Braintree/Bocking and four at Orsett. One or two pairs were reported at five further 
sites. In addition two or more birds were reported from 20 locations during the breeding season. 
Breeding was confirmed at two locations. There was little commonality between the sites identified 
in 2013 and in recent years. Observers are again encouraged to send in all reports of confirmed/
possible breeding.

Outside the breeding season, peak counts came from Orsett Fen, 204 on 16th September and Gt 
Dunmow, 128 on 20th September. These records relate to birds released for shooting. The release of 
birds by shoots and their dispersal makes it difficult to assess the permanent population.

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix
Much declined now scarce resident. 
A total of 59 records was received from 27 locations (74 from 39 in 2012 and 58 from 32 in 2011). 
Breeding by six pairs at four sites was confirmed (six from four in 2012 and five from five in 2011). 
There were two at both Sladbury’s Fm, Little Clacton, and Wormingford Airfield, and one each at 
Colne Pt and Foulness.  A third pair was reported at Wormingford and two birds were present at seven 
other sites during the breeding season but no indication of breeding was given.

Outside the breeding season, the highest count was 17 at Wigboro Wick Fm, St Osyth on 1st 
December. 

Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus
Common and widespread introduced resident.
The species remains a common breeding resident in the county with a total of 790 records received 
(790 in 2012 and 567 in 2011). There were two reports of confirmed breeding, from Foulness and 
Gt Stambridge (two in 2012 and none in 2011). Observers are encouraged to send in all reports of 
confirmed/possible breeding.

Counts of 25 or more were reported from Orsett Fen (maximum of 39 on 22nd October) and 
Markshall, (25 on 10th January). The release of birds by shoots and their dispersal makes it difficult 
to assess the permanent population.
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Reports of 150 passing The Naze on 31st and 157 off Holland Haven on 28th are likely to have 
involved at least some of the same individuals. This influx continued into April with 114 on 7th and 
386 on 10th seen from Frinton-on-Sea—137 were also counted on the latter date at nearby Holland 
Haven—and 58 were present off Foulness on 6th. 

Numbers then dwindled rapidly with further reports from Frinton-on-Sea including 16 on 17th and one 
on 26th April and finally there were late birds on 10th May, also at Frinton-on-Sea, and 30th May off 
Holland Haven. The sole record from the Inner Thames concerned a single on 6th April at Rainham.

The first returning birds were singles off Bradwell and Canvey Pt on 22nd September but numbers 
remained low until late November when 15 were recorded off Frinton-on-Sea (23rd) and 11 off 
Bradwell (27th). December saw a further increase, mainly off Frinton-on-Sea where counts included 
32 (4th), 67 (18th), 77 (21st) and 308 (29th). The largest concentrations elsewhere were 20 at 
Bradwell (22nd) and 14 at Canvey Pt (31st).	

Black-throated Diver  Gavia arctica	 GB 6*    IN 3,750
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant.
Inland: single birds were identified at Hanningfield Res. on 15th December and the KGV Res. from 
19th-30th November.

Coast and estuaries (N to S): in January, singles were reported off Frinton-on-Sea on 21st and 31st 
and in the Blackwater Estuary on 1st with two there on 11th; also two were seen off Canvey Pt on 
1st and 13th with probably one of these on 14th, and nearby at Southend on 2nd. Single(s) were 
seen off Southend Pier on 19th and 25th February and off Frinton-on-Sea on 26th and 28th March 
with two there on 29th. Early April sightings came from Holland Haven on 4th; Foulness, two on 6th, 
and on the R. Thames off Gunners Pk from 1st-10th, probably involving two different individuals.

Records in the second winter were as follows: The Naze, one off Stone Pt on 7th December; Frinton-
on-Sea, singles on 15th November and 18th December; Fingringhoe Wick, one on 30th November; 
W. Mersea and the Blackwater Estuary, singles on seven dates from 7th November-14th December, 
then two on the final day of the year; Canvey Pt, one on 17th November.

Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer	 GB 25*    IN 50
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.
Inland: presumably the same individual was present on Walthamstow Res. on 22nd December and 
the KGV Res. two days later. 

Coast and estuaries: there were numerous reports in both winters from W. Mersea and the 
Blackwater Estuary, the species’ stronghold in the county.  At least four were present there in January, 
three in February and March with one until 10th April. One on 15th November had increased to four 
on 28th and in December there were several reports of 3-4 and five on 14th seen during a boat trip. 

Elsewhere, the species was recorded in the first winter off Frinton-on-Sea, three on 26th March; 
Fingringhoe Wick, one on 17th March; Canvey Pt, three on 1st January and Southend Pier, singles on 
13th and 27th January; Gunners Pk, up to three on the R. Thames from 2nd-7th April.

One in summer plumage flew past Frinton-on-Sea on 25th July, the first county record for that 
month. The remaining sightings came from the R. Stour on 10th December, Frinton-on-Sea on 14th 
November; the Crouch Estuary on 13th November and, unusually, Beckton on 3rd November.

Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis
Fairly common non-breeding visitor and passage migrant.
Inland: one was seen at Lockwood Res., Lee Valley, on 23rd June.

Monthly totals from coastal sites are shown below:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

NE Coast	 0	 1	 6	 13	 23	 9	 1	 1	 5	 2	 0	 1
Thames	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 1	 4	 1	 0	 0
Total	 0	 1	 6	 13	 24	 9	 1	 2	 9	 3	 0	 1
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The majority of the sightings from the NE coast came from Frinton-on-Sea, maximum day count 
seven on 21st May, but there were a few also from The Naze and Holland Haven (allowance made 
for likely duplication) and single records from Colne Pt and Foulness. Birds reported on different days 
are summated in the table though it seems quite likely that in some cases the same individuals may 
be involved. The December record concerned one flying south past Frinton-on-Sea on 31st.

The Thames Estuary records were mainly from the Southend/Canvey Is. area except in September 
when singles were seen at E. Tilbury on 21st and 29th, and, on the latter date at Beckton and Barking 
Bay with one again at Barking on 30th.  Again some allowance has been made for likely duplication 
on these dates with two also seen passing Gunners Pk on 29th.

Sooty Shearwater  Puffinus griseus    EBSIP	  
Uncommon passage migrant – one June record.
A single bird was seen passing Frinton-on-Sea on 5th November (PBr).

Manx Shearwater  Puffinus puffinus
Uncommon, principally autumn, passage migrant.
One flew south past The Naze on 10th March and there were three autumn sightings of single birds 
passing Canvey Pt on 25th August and 11th October – one seen off Gunners Pk on the latter date is 
assumed to have been the same – and Frinton-on-Sea on 12th November. 

Both March and November records have been infrequent in Essex and for the second successive 
year, there were none in September, historically the peak month for this species in the county.

Balearic Shearwater  Puffinus mauretanicus     EBSIP	     (7, 10, 17)  
Very rare passage migrant
Canvey Pt one 1st October (SDG, MRG)

Leach’s Petrel  Oceanodroma leucorhoa    EBSIP	
Scarce, principally autumn passage migrant. 
Strong north-easterly winds and overnight rain resulted in a clutch of sightings over a two-day 
period in October. Two of the four on the 11th were also seen passing Gunners Pk. 

Colne Pt 	 one 	 12th October	 Photo ID
Old Hall	 two	  12th October	C JM-G
Canvey Pt 	 four 	 11th October	 SC, CJM-G, JSa et al
E. Tilbury 	 one 	  12th October	 PW

2012 EBR Addition: Southend Pier, one, 23rd September (PMG, MBa)

Gannet  Morus bassanus
Common passage migrant.
No inland records were received this year.

The estimated monthly totals of coastal sightings are as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

A	 4	 40	 297	 45	 140	 10	 2	 9	 25	 212	 381	 23
B 	 0	 0	 53	 0	 38	 1	 0	 39	 11	 122	 3193	 0

Row A includes all sightings between the Stour and Roach estuaries.
Row B refers to the Thames Estuary from Wakering Stairs to Rainham.

It is likely that in some cases individuals flying out of the Thames Estuary are later counted off the 
north-east coast and vice-versa, hence the two rows are not summated.

Peak counts noted at Frinton-on-Sea were 103 on 15th March and 148 on 4th November and an 
estimate of 100 on 11th October (in Row A) was based on 54 seen at The Naze, 74 at Frinton-on-Sea 
and 71 at Colne Pt.
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The November figure for the Thames Estuary was principally the result of an unprecedented count 
of 3,172 passing Canvey Is. on 17th, a day of light easterly winds, freshening slightly in the afternoon, 
and with some drizzle and light mist. Some huge groups of up to c500 moved up-river, mainly in the 
afternoon (T Bourne). 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo	 GB 350    IN 1,200
Common resident, winter visitor and passage migrant.
Nest counts were as follows:

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Abberton Res.			   145	 184	 144	 160	 166	 296	 320	 214	 222	 307
Walthamstow Res.			   178+	 226	 142	 ?	 125+	 263	 274	 258	 308	 360
Netherhall GP			   0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0	 0
Holyfield Lake			   31	 27	 28	 ?	 nc	 nc	N c	 32	 27	 27
Lofts Fm			   2	 10	 3	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Total			   356+	 447	 318	 ?	 291+	 562	 596	 504	 557	 694

	 The Abberton colony was counted accurately by boat but the figure shown for Walthamstow Res. 
was thought likely to be an underestimate. Even so, the overall numbers were almost certainly down 
on last year. 

WeBS counts in the most important areas were as follows:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	  Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 1056	 747	 426	 417	 777	 1296	 1969	 1446	 915
Stour Estuary	 23	 10	 6	 9	 70	 79	 190	 78	 44
Hamford Water	 41	 24	 20	NC	NC	   104	 103	 48	 61
Colne Estuary	 87	 135	 12	 47	 0	 41	 35	 41	 78
Blackwater Estuary	 671	 139	 75	 3	 41	 71	 129	 88	 156
Dengie	 4	 1	 4	 8	 3	 34	 9	 4	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 52	 15	 25	 24	 19	 28	 30	 47	 33
Foulness/Thames	 55	 57	 43	 17	 28	 128	 81	 89	 68
Abberton Res.	 29	 107	 113	 96	 551	 593	 703	 586	 42

	 The trees at Abberton Res. are used as a roosting area and 850+ were present on 13th January with 
the likelihood that some of the same individuals were amongst the 500 estimated in the Blackwater 
Estuary the day before; also the 250 off Colne Pt on 16th and the 340 off Old Hall on 17th. There 
were 600+ at Abberton Res. on 22nd September and 420 on 24th October whilst in December there 
were 350 at W. Mersea on 17th, 54 in Gallions Reach, Beckton on 7th and 70 at Fairlop Waters on 
8th. Small numbers were recorded at widely scattered sites and a colour-ringed bird at Hanningfield 
Res. on 28th November had been ringed in Denmark on 9th June 2011.

Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant.
The estimated monthly totals were:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Hanningfield Res	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Stour Estuary	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 1
Walton Pier	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Frinton/Holland Haven	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0
Blackwater/ Dengie	 0	 3	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 1
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Crouch/Roach	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Thames Estuary	 1	 1	 1	 2	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Total	 1	 4	 3	 2	 1	 1	 0	 0	 0	 3	 2	 3

	O ne at Hanningfield Res. on 15th October is the sole inland record.	
The single mid-summer record relates to an individual seen off Walton Pier on 2nd June and 

sightings at W. Mersea have been combined with those in the Blackwater Estuary and a single 
observation at Bradwell to allow for likely duplication. There was a long-staying immature in the 
Gunners Pk/Southend area early in the year with an adult arriving there in April.

Overall an average year for the species with no significant influxes.

Bittern  Botaurus stellaris
Uncommon but annual visitor and passage migrant.
There were no summer sightings this year but a good showing in the early months as follows (single 
birds unless indicated otherwise): Abberton Res., probably continuously present up to 6th April with 
three from 23rd January-12th February at least; Hanningfield Res., 7th January; Lee Valley, present 
at Seventy Acres Lake to at least 26th January with three on 2nd and two on 6th and 24th with 
additional January sightings at Walthamstow Marsh and Waterworks NR perhaps involving the 
same individuals; Ingrebourne Valley, on four dates from 3rd-31st January and on 1st April; Dagenham 
Chase, on 21st January, 2nd February, 16th and 24th March; Belhus Wood, 24th January; Pitsea, on 
2nd and 17th February, Vange on 10th February and Wat Tyler on several dates from 3rd January-7th 
February and 14th-17th March (perhaps some interchange between these three locations); Leez 
Res., 14th February; Tiptree GP, one found dead on 5th February plus a live bird from at least 8th-
13th February; Highwoods CP, Colchester, 22nd January; Boxted, 1st March; Cattawade, on four 
dates from 15th January-6th February and on 5th March; Howlands Marsh, St Osyth, on 21st and 
27th January; Fingringhoe Wick, on several dates from 10th February-14th March; Old Hall, on at 
least six dates from 17th January-28th March; Bradwell, from 25th January-17th February when  
a different individual also present; Rainham, from 23rd January-4th February and 30th March- 
4th April.

Records in the final four months came from Abberton Res., from 5th October to the year end with 
two on 9th November; Seventy Acres Lake, 11th-29th December; Ingrebourne Valley, 5th October; 
Warren Gorge, 9th December; Fingringhoe Wick, 3rd and 7th November and 21st December; Old 
Hall, 11th December, and Rainham, 15th and 18th November.

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis    EBSIP	     (2, 16, 18)  
Very rare.
Wallasea Is., one first seen on 26th October, (Photo ID) was subsequently recorded there the 
following day and on 2nd and 3rd November.
This expanding species has now been recorded in the county for eight consecutive years.

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta	 GB?    IN 800
Increasingly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor: first bred in 2000. 
Reports of breeding pairs were received as follows with 2012 figures in brackets: Foulness, eight (24); 
Chigborough Lakes, ten (eight); St Osyth, 9+ (12); Paglesham, estimate 15 (estimate ten);  Waltham
stow Res., 11 broods totalling 37 young (c17); N. Fambridge Hall, 26 (19);  Warren Gorge, six (nine); 
Netherhall GP, seven (seven). The recent expansion seems to have ‘paused for breath’!

Peak numbers were, as usual, mainly in the autumn, highest counts from sites recording at least 50 
being: Cudmore Grove, E. Mersea, 76 on 23rd September; Heybridge GP, 70 on 7th September; 
Dengie WeBS count, 57 on 21st September; Leigh-on-Sea, 88 on 17th October; Two Tree Is., 167 on 
18th August; Vange, 68 on 14th July;  Wat Tyler, 112 on 15th October; Bowers Marsh, 57 on 6th 
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October; Paglesham, 96 on 30th November; Rainham, 53 on 21st July. Counts of 40-42 were also 
received from Fingringhoe Wick, Osea Is., Limbourne Creek and E. Tilbury. No doubt some of the 
same birds were involved in many of these totals.

Little Egrets were sighted at numerous other sites in the county, the majority being on or near the 
coast, estuaries and larger inland waters, and many of the smaller freshwater sites in SW Essex in 
particular were also visited. Sites further inland from which 1-4 were recorded included N.  Weald, 
Gt Sampford, Gt Dunmow, Broad’s Green (nr Gt Waltham), Roxwell Brook, TL5626 (nr Broxted), 
Hatfield Broad Oak, Boreham, Writtle, Kelvedon, nr Leez Priory, W. Bergholt, Halstead and Gt Tey.

The WeBS table shows the counts at those area covered by the survey at which at least one 
double-figure count was recorded.

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 142	 106	 104	 147	 450	 810	 785	 482	 271
Stour	 5	 3	 5	 8	 99	 139	 168	 37	 22
Hamford Water	 17	 9	 12	NC	NC	   131	 73	 45	 36
Colne Estuary	 18	 4	 1	 14	 0	 43	 35	 29	 14
Blackwater Estuary	 25	 26	 19	 31	 116	 169	 253	 105	 35
Dengie	 14	 8	 13	 29	 5	 63	 50	 54	 13
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 11	 10	 18	 12	 59	 75	 37	 53	 27
Foulness/Thames	 50	 43	 32	 45	 160	 152	 141	 143	 113
Abberton Res.	 1	 0	 0	 3	 6	 22	 19	 12	 2

Great White Egret  Ardea alba    EBSIP	     (4, 40, 44)  
Rare but increasing
There were two long-staying individuals and a series of reports of birds seen on one or two occasions. 
Paglesham Lagoon, one first seen on 12th January was reported on seven further dates to 3rd March 
(PBa et al); Old Hall, one first seen on 15th March, was recorded on 14 further dates to 22nd April 
(CJM-G et al).

The remaining reports were as follows (singles unless stated otherwise): Leyton, 17th March (SLF); 
Mardyke Valley, 20th May (RB); E. Tilbury, 20th July (PW); Roach Estuary, 3rd and 9th October (AJL); 
A further 14 sightings were unsupported by descriptions.

2011 EBR Additional record: Mardyke Valley, one, 4th May (RB).

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea	 GB 610    IN 2,700
Common resident, winter visitor and passage migrant.
Details of occupied nests are given below:

			   2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007

St Osyth			   9+	 11	 10	 9	 14	 15	 14
Foulness			   4	 4	 6	 2	 6	 2+	 8+
Beazley End			   18	 18	 19	 18	 18	 15	 12
N. Fambridge Hall			   7	 6	 4	 5	 7	 8	 9
Barrow Wood, Highwood			   nc	 5	 6	 7	 6	 3	 6
Mayesbrook Pk, Dagenham			   nc	 3	 3	 nc	 4	 nc	 3
Ingrebourne Valley			   6	 12	 3+	 7	 16	 14	 14
Holyfield Lake, LV			   nc	 nc	 4	 9	 9	 9-10	 8
Waltham Abbey			   0	 0	 0	 1	 3	 2	 3
Walthamstow Res.			   15	 nc	 71	 66	 92	 80	 82
Netherhall GP			   38	 32	 28	 33	 33	 44	 37
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 			   2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007

Chigborough Lakes			   6	 7	 8	 10	 6	 10	 4
Langham Treatment Works			   nc	 nc	 3	 nc	 nc	 1+	 3-4
Parkhall Wood, Gosfield			   nc	 nc	 nc	 nc	 9	 nc	 2
Abberton Res.			   6	 1	 nc	 nc	 1	 1	 0
Warren Gorge			   7	 8	 5	 5	 5	 1	 0
Paglesham			   0	 0	 0	 2	 1	 0	 0
Pitsea			   0	 0	 nc	 nc	 2	 0	 0
Vange Heights			   0	 0	 nc	 nc	 1	 0	 0
Navestock			   nc	 nc	 nc	 nc	 2	 0	 0
Childerditch Pond			   nc	 3	 2	 2	 0	 0	 0
Fairlop Waters			   nc	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0
Valentine’s Pk, Ilford			   1	 1	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0
Total			   117+	 111+	 174	 176	 235	 205-6	 209-10

	N either the Society nor the BTO received any information from several sites that have been 
occupied in the recent past but it seems likely that there has been a substantial drop in breeding 
numbers in Essex recently.  We would much appreciate information, positive or negative, from all 
sites where Grey Herons are known to have nested in any of the last few years. The seven pairs at 
Warren Gorge produced 21 young.

WeBS totals were as follows:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr 	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 88	 65	 65	 81	 69	 150	 119	 142	 107
Stour Estuary	 10	 3	 6	 2	 4	 17	 14	 17	 9
Hamford Water	 7	 6	 8	NC	NC	   20	 9	 9	 7
Colne Estuary	 15	 6	 1	 3	 0	 9	 2	 9	 3
Blackwater Estuary	 3	 4	 4	 4	 10	 26	 6	 10	 4
Crouch/Roach Estuary	 2	 4	 5	 4	 14	 2	 3	 20	 8
Foulness//Thames	 20	 5	 11	 14	 16	 19	 23	 27	 27
Abberton Res.	 9	 12	 10	 8	 11	 23	 39	 16	 13
Hanningfield Res.	 3	 4	 0	 0	 4	 16	 8	 9	 5
Lee Valley	 17	 19	 19	 44	 7	 16	 14	 21	 27

	A way from the heronries, the species was widely reported but generally in small numbers with 22 
at Hanningfield Res. on 9th October the largest single concentration submitted.

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis fulcinellus    EBSIP	     (14, 18, 32)  
Former vagrant, now an annual visitor
A series of reports was received between 1st October and 3rd December but perhaps only 3-4 
individuals were involved. Single birds were seen at Flag Creek, St Osyth, 5th October (Photo ID);  
Wat Tyler CP, initially, and later at Vange and Bowers Marsh, 15th October-13th November (MO et 
al); Abberton Res. 20th October-9th November (Photo ID); Frinton-on-Sea, flying north, 1st October 
(PBr)); Fishers Green Goose Fields, 5th November and subsequently at Rye Meads in Hertfordshire 
to 12th (CM).  A further five records were unsupported by descriptions or notes.

Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia    EBSIP	
Increasing non-breeding visitor.  Annual in recent years.
Reports were received this year in every month except February and at a wide scatter of sites.

Starting with the large reservoirs, singles were seen at Abberton Res. on 13th March, 4th-7th 
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August, 11th and 20th October and 2nd November; Hanningfield Res. on 21st August and 25th-
26th November;  Walthamstow Res. on 14th April. 

Elsewhere, sightings were as follows (singles unless otherwise stated): The Naze, 25th May; Holland 
Haven, 14th-17th March, 7th-11th April and three on 2nd October; Old Hall, 3rd August and a lame 
individual, also seen at Abbotts Hall, on several dates from 15th October-2nd November; Rivenhall, 
an unusual location for the species, 1st May; Paglesham, 5th January;  W. Canvey Marsh, 10th 
September; Two Tree Is., 29th December; Bowers Marsh, 11th, 13th and 15th June, 5th and 9th-11th 
September, then four juveniles seen on most days 24th October-2nd November, with two still on 
3rd; Stanford-le-Hope, 27th November; Fobbing Marshes, 8th December and perhaps the same at 
Vange, 16th-19th December; E. Tilbury, four on 24th October (probably same as at Bowers Marsh); 
Rainham, 11th March, 14th June, two 22nd-27th July with one to 30th.

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 	 GB 160    IN 4,000
Fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Once again, Rainham was by some distance the most important breeding site with 47 territories, 
one more than last year. There were 18-20 territories at Blue House Fm (20 in 2012), ten broods 
totalling 23 young at Walthamstow Res. (commented on by the observer as being lower than last 
year), six at Marsh Fm, S Woodham Ferrers, (‘up to 11’ in 2012) and five at Brightlingsea. The species 
was reported during the breeding season at over 50 additional sites but in many cases no evidence 
of a breeding attempt was offered so that an overall estimate of some 140-150 pairs is purely 
speculative.  Although last year’s approximate total of 140 pairs probably underestimated the 
numbers at Walthamstow Res., the overall picture is of a relatively stable population with the 
likelihood that a few more pairs go unreported.	

Counts from sites holding more than 15 in a single month and overall WeBS totals for the county 
are shown in the following table: 

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr 	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 253	 273	 216	 119	 131	 257	 272	 294	 213
Stour Estuary	 14	 22	 12	 0	 5	 9	 26	 11	 8
Hamford Water	 88	 77	 84	NC	NC	   43	 29	 85	 39
Blackwater Estuary	 17	 10	 20	 4	 10	 33	 52	 19	 11
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 36	 27	 36	 28	 17	 20	 4	 32	 27
Foulness/Thames	 58	 74	 34	 21	 16	 38	 47	 78	 68
Abberton Res.	 0	 0	 0	 4	 2	 9	 5	 0	 3
Hanningfield Res.	 4	 14	 4	 8	 20	 59	 38	 18	 11
Paglesham Lagoon	 10	 9	 9	 16	 61	 16	 9	 4	 3

	 The largest non-WeBS count received outside the breeding season was of 66 on Paglesham Lagoon 
on 5th September, somewhat lower than last year’s figure there of 85 a day earlier.

Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus	 GB 190    IN 3,600
Fairly common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
As usual, Walthamstow Res. was the most important breeding site with 13 broods recorded totalling 
29 young, more than last year but slightly fewer than in 2011. Elsewhere, at both Abberton and 
Ardleigh reservoirs, five pairs were present and three broods seen, and 1-3 pairs probably or definitely 
bred at 22 further locations suggesting some 50+ nesting pairs. However, pairs or a small number of 
adults were recorded at 15 further potential breeding sites during March-June with no additional 
information provided and it seems quite likely that at some of these, nesting may have been 
attempted at least. No breeding counts were received from Old Hall this year (eight pairs in 2012).

WeBS counts at sites holding a minimum of 25 birds:
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	  Jan	  Feb 	  Mar 	 Apr	  Aug	  Sep	  Oct	  Nov	  Dec

WeBS Total:	 397	 557	 251	 279	 0	 692	 723	 1137	 670
Stour Estuary	 67	 13	 51	 77	 0	 159	 90	 195	 95
Colne Estuary	 8	 3	 0	 5	 0	 3	 1	 5	 2
Blackwater Estuary	 143	 268	 88	 32	 0	 62	 29	 152	 36
Crouch/Roach /Wallasea	 12	 6	 9	 27	 0	 2	 1	 6	 9
Foulness/Thames	 34	 116	 3	 23	 0	 1	 2	 4	 12
Abberton Res.	 82	 33	 24	 37	 0	 146	 241	 487	 97
Hanningfield Res.	 13	 11	 5	 10	 0	 74	 113	 60	 228
Lee Valley	 36	 106	 68	 67	 0	 206	 283	 222	 189

Although numbers were lower than last year, there were 
nevertheless some impressive congregations on tidal 
waters early in the year, viz; 75 at Wrabness and 186 off Old 
Hall both on 17th January, a peak of 250 off Rolls Fm on 
14th February, 80 at Canvey Pt on 2nd March and 100 off 
Gunners Pk on 4th April. In the closing months, gatherings 
included 89 off Rolls Fm on 18th November and a notable 
47 in Gallions Reach, Beckton, on 1st December.

The post-breeding season gathering at Abberton Res. was 
again high with 487 on the November WeBS count (last 
year’s peak was 370) and at Hanningfield Res. there were 
228 on the December WeBS count.

Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena	
GB 1*    IN 150
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant. 
Inland: Hanningfield Res., one on 20th December was perhaps the bird reported at Chelmsford 
(probably on the R.Chelmer) on Birdguides on 26th. 

Coast and estuaries: the only reports in the first winter concerned singles in January at Wrabness 
on 17th and Blue House Fm on 28th and there was a spring record off Gunners Pk on 4th April. In the 
final quarter, single birds were seen at The Naze, on 21st December; Blue House Fm on 19th 
December with perhaps the same at Stow Marsh on 28th; Gunners Pk on 20th October and 19th-
20th December, and two were present on the R. Blackwater in the Rolls Fm/Goldhanger area on 18th 
November, one of which had been seen the previous day.

Slavonian Grebe  Podiceps auritus	 GB 11*    IN 55
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.
The incidence and distribution are summarised below:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Abberton Res.	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Hanningfield Res.	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Lee Valley Res.	 1+	 3	 1+	 1+	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0
Belhus Wood	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Stour Estuary	 3	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Colne Estuary	 0	 3	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Blackwater Est.	 12	 19	 6	 6	 0	 1	 0	 4	 9
Crouch Estuary	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0

Glossy Ibis, Vange, October  
(Alan Shearman)
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	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Dengie	 0	 1	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Thames Estuary	 2	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Total	 19+	 26	 9+	 9+	 1	 1	 4	 4	 11

	 Unusually, both Abberton and Hanningfield reservoirs produced only single records whereas 
Walthamstow, William Girling and Banbury reservoirs were all visited by this grebe in the first four 
months, presumably with some interchange between the sites though three were seen together on 
the William Girling on 3rd February.  At Belhus Wood CP, Havering, one was present on 28th January.

As is customary, the Blackwater Estuary, including W. Mersea, was the favoured coastal site with 
peak counts of 12 on 15th January and 19 on 6th February. Extreme dates were 20th April and 26th 
August, both singles on the KGV Res.

Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis	 GB 1*    IN 2,200 
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor. 
At a location in S. Essex, a pair was seen from late May into June and on 6th July an adult was observed 
with two small chicks though they were not seen subsequently and it was assumed that they had 
perished. This was the first confirmed nesting in the county since 2002, albeit with a failed outcome.

The incidence and distribution are summarised below (breeding pair and young excluded):

			   Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Abberton Res.		  1	 0	 3	 5	 1	 1	 0	 2	 1	 2	 0
Hanningfield Res.		  0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
W. Girling Res.		  13	 4	 4	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 18	 6
Other Lee Valley		  0	 0	 1	 4	 0	 1	 1+	 0	 0	 1	 0
Lofts Fm		  0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Bowers Marsh		  0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Coast		  2	 6	 8	 9	 2	 1	 0	 0	 0	 1	 1
Total		  16	 10	 17	 22	 3	 3	 1+	 2	 1	 22	 7

More were identified this year than usual at coastal sites with at least six in the Goldhanger area on 
12th February and six again off W. Mersea on 22nd April. Two at Gallions Reach, Beckton, on 12th 
April were notable and it is possible that a pair at Rainham on 20th May subsequently relocated to 
the breeding site. The July record relates to one on the R. Stour on 17th and there were additional 
sightings on various dates from The Naze, the Colne, Blackwater and Crouch estuaries, and in the R. 
Thames off Shoebury E. Beach and Two Tree Is.

Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus    EBSIP
Uncommon passage migrant.
Langdon Hills    26th May    PW
No fewer than 14 further reported sightings were unsupported by descriptions. If all records were 
supported with the detail required by the County Recorder and the Identification Panel, 2013 would 
have been an excellent year for this enigmatic raptor. 

The first autumn migrant was reported but not supported by a description on 25th July, with 
sightings continuing until the end of September.
2012 EBR Addition:  Walthamstow Res., one on May 6th (PL)

Red Kite  Milvus milvus
Uncommon but increasing passage migrant and potential resident. Red List species.
Seen in all months of the year, the Red Kite has quickly established a regular status in the County’s 
avifauna.
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There was again no evidence of breeding in 2013 and records are of passage with the longer 
presence of a few lingering – and wandering – individuals.

Most occurred during an extended spring passage, from mid-March to June, and heaviest in 
May.  Autumn passage was lighter than in 2012, with nine individuals noted (15 in 2012). 

The only multiple sighting (more than two together) was of four at Cranham on 9th October.
Sightings of two birds were noted at Braxted Pk on 7th February, South Woodford on 19th March, 

Great Hallingbury on 14th April, Woodford Station on 23rd May, Rainham on 31st May, Colne Pt on 
18th June, South Benfleet on 4th August, and Hooks Marsh, Lee Valley, on 26th November.

When corrected for possible duplication, up to 212 birds were recorded, comparable with 2012 
and up from some 170 in 2011. 

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

2013	 6	 7	 21	 66	 35	 25	 14	 10	 3	 8	 12	 5
2012	 2	 3	 49	 20	 92	 31	 5	 6	 4	 3	 2	 1
2011	 11	 7	 25	 65	 35	 20	 5	 0	 2	 1	 2	 8
2010	 8	 0	 21	 30	 31	 20	 6	 5	 6	 13	 0	 0
2009	 5	 4	 13	 23	 20	 10	 4	 4	 2	 5	 3	 3
2008	 0	 1	 4	 16	 10	 11	 3	 4	 2	 4	 3	 1
2007	 2	 0	 3	 10	 14	 4	 0	 1	 1	 1	 0	 0
2006	 0	 3	 8	 19	 10	 20	 10	 2	 7	 0	 0	 3
2005	 0	 1	 9	 7	 16	 8	 2	 3	 2	 1	 0	 2

Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus
Uncommon summer visitor, breeding annually since 1999, common passage migrant and 
winter visitor.
Coverage of breeding and potentially-breeding pairs was disappointingly patchy, with only partial 
information from key sites such as Old Hall. 

The report of the Rare Breeding Birds Panel, published in the July 2015 issue of British Birds (Vol 
108, No 7), cites 19 confirmed, four probable and two possible breeding pairs (21, two and one in 
2012) in the County. However, only 15 pairs at 13 sites (fledging nine young) were reported to the 
Society or Birdtrack. Only two pairs were reported from county stronghold Old Hall, which held 12 
pairs in 2012.

For such a typically coastal species, successful breeding by a pair in an extensive reed bed at 
Hanningfield Res., after two failed attempts in 2011 and 2012, was notable. Three young fledged.

At the main roosts, peak numbers in the first winter were: Langenhoe, 26 on 18th February; Old 
Hall, 11 on 6th March and 28 on 17th March. Numbers were comparable in the second winter, with 
the highest roost counts at Old Hall with 24 on 4th December and 27 on 15th December; 20 (again 
at roost) at Langenhoe/Fingringhoe Marshes on 22nd November; and ten at West Mersea on 23rd 
November and at Tollesbury Wick on 30th November.

Overall there were records from 116 sites, up from 110 in 2012.  With the number of residents at 
its current level, separating local dispersal from migration makes assessment of migration numbers, 
particularly in the autumn, problematic.

Inland records are scarce, but involved nine sites with Hanningfield Res. pre-eminent.

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Red List species.
Some 37 mainly long-staying individuals were reported in January, ten fewer than in 2012, falling to 
26 in February, and to 22 in March. Dispersal quickened in April when only ten were recorded. 
Sightings were concentrated in well-defined coastal areas, including the Colne, Blackwater, Crouch 
and Roach estuaries. Most frequented locations included Abberton Res.,  Abbotts Hall Fm, Blue 
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House Fm, Bradwell BO, Foulness, Hamford Water, Langenhoe Marsh, Old Hall and Salcott, and 
Wallasea Is. 

There were few roost records in the first winter period with Langenhoe Marshes holding four  
on 18th February (three males and a ringtail), and Bradwell, Foulness and Wallasea Is regularly 
recording three.

Only one May record – a female at Chigborough Lakes on 15th – was a significant reduction on the 
seven in 2012. There were no mid-summer records and the first of the autumn was a ringtail at 
Southey Creek on 27th August. There were reports of five individuals in September and only six 
noted in October.

In the second winter period, the only concentration of note was of seven on Foulness on 15th 
December. 

The Hen Harrier continues to be a regular feature of winter birding in the County. Its status as a 
migrant and specifically a winter visitor appears to be improving, despite its precarious position as 
a breeding species in England. Caution is necessary, as the numerous records received will inevitably 
include repeated sightings of the same or widely ranging individuals, leading to some degree of 
over-estimation.

Approximate monthly totals were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 37	 26	 22	 10	 1	 0	 0	 1	 1	 6	 17	 33

First winter numbers are as follows:

Winter	 12/13	 11/12	 10/11	 09/10	 08/09	 07/08	 06/07	05/06	 04/05	03/04	Average

Peak Winter Count	 37	 50	 46	 42	 26	 17	 15	 24	 15	 19	 29

Montagu’s Harrier  Circus pygargus    EBSIP	
Scarce passage migrant. Has bred.
Blue House Fm EWT		  15th May	 GS,  AP 
Bradwell BO		  26th May	 JCS, DW
Howe Outfall, Dengie		  26th May	 DL (same as Bradwell BO)

There was no suggestion of breeding.
2012 EBR Additional Record: 	South Fambridge	 21st August	 Photo ID

		  2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	 2004	 2003	2002

	 2	 3	 2	 1	 6	 6	 1	 11	 8	 12	 3	 9

Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis    EBSIP	
Uncommon resident and passage migrant. First bred in 2006.
South Woodford	 14th April	K My 
The Naze	 21st April	 SC, DJR 
St Osyth	 16th September	 SC

A further 11 records were unaccompanied by descriptions.
There were no reports of breeding in the county in 2013, following the circumstantial evidence  

in 2011.
The total number of sightings suggests that either there was a reduction in the number of birds 

present or that observers are simply not submitting records because they know they will not be 
accepted without evidence. Eleven records are pending (21 in 2012, 18 in 2011 and 25 in 2010). The 
true status of this secretive species in the county remains obscure. Observers are requested to 
specify gender of the bird seen and to supply a full description. Reports without supporting details 
will not be considered for inclusion.
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Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus
Widespread and increasingly common resident and passage migrant following rapid range 
expansion.
Reports received were slightly down at 1,400-plus against the 2012 figure of more than 1,600 
records. This is presumed to represent a population of frequently reported resident birds.

The number of reported breeding pairs/territories again fell slightly, to 26 from 30 in 2012 (38 in 
2011, 36 in 2010, 41 in 2009 and 30-32 in 2008). Display was observed in four instances, breeding 
suspected in three, and confirmed in 12 instances (four in 2012, seven in 2011, 12 in 2010 and ten 
in 2009).

No discernible autumn passage was recorded.
Prey recorded included Starlings, Collared Doves, Woodpigeon, Blue Tit, Great Tit, House Sparrow 

and Wood Mouse.

Rough-legged Buzzard  Buteo lagopus	
EBSIP
Scarce winter visitor 
Howlands Marsh		  6th October	 Photo ID
A further five records were unsupported by descrip
tions, including a long staying bird on Foulness/
Wallasea Is. Observers are asked to supply a descrip
tion with their records.
2012 EBR Addition: 	  
Blue House Fm 	  one	 20th April	 SSw

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo
Rapidly increasing visitor at all seasons. Recent 
colonist.
Common Buzzard is now the most widespread bird of 
prey in Essex, with the number of reports reaching 
1,400, frequently of more than one individual.  With 
inevitable repeat sightings of the same resident 
individuals compounded by complex migration 
patterns, it is impossible to arrive at exact numbers.

Although clearly an established breeding bird, proof 
is often difficult to establish. Some 33 reports were received of pairs in suitable territory during the 
breeding season (50 in 2012). Of these 25 probably bred, with nine confirmed. There were records 
of ten recently fledged young (ten in 2012, 13 in 2011).
Area	 Breeding pairs
Northwest		  3 
Northeast		  12 
North		  7 
Central Essex		  5 
Southwest		  6

In the first three months of the year records included 15+ at Braxted Pk on 7th February and ten 
at Holland Haven on 19th February.

Double-figure autumn migration counts included 13 at Brook Farm, Upminster, on 23rd September 
and 15 at Abberton Res., on 6th October.

Rough-legged Buzzard, Howlands Marsh, 
October (Fred Vennell)
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Osprey  Pandion haliaetus
Uncommon, but increasing, passage migrant.
An average year with 30 or so individuals recorded (up to 45 individuals in 2012 and 36 in 2011), 
including at least two long-stayers at Abberton and Hanningfield reservoirs.

There were ten spring records, including one at Fingringhoe on the early but not unprecedented 
date of 29th March and two June records, probably of wandering non-breeders. 

It is impossible to say how many individuals were actually present during the prolonged period 
(5th July-25th September) when Ospreys were recorded at Abberton.  When birds were aged they 
were described as juvenile, sub-adult and second-year male, implying that there may have been at 
least three different individuals. They are recorded as such in the table below.

 At Hanningfield Res. on 11th August, one was seen being mobbed by a Peregrine over the main 
body of water.  A second bird was present from 1st-31st September.

Autumn passage was light and there were no multiple sightings. 

		  Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct

Number		  1	 7	 2	 2	 1	 7	 13	 1
Location		  1	 7	 2	 2	 1	 6	 13	 1

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus
Scarce resident, winter visitor and passage migrant.
Only seven territories were reported, from one site, Rainham (nine from two in 2012, 14 from two 
in 2011, 19 from five in 2010). Juveniles were reported from Bowers Marsh, Cornhill Meadows and 
Rainham. Summering birds were also present at E. Tilbury, The Naze, South Woodham Ferrers, Vange 
Marsh, and Wivenhoe. 

Counts of five or more outside the breeding season came from: Ingrebourne Valley, six on 13th 
February, nine on 10th November and 11 on 28th December; Seventy Acres Lake LV, six on 2nd 
January; Rainham, six on 15th February, seven on 13th March, eight on 10th April, six on 8th 
November and 12 on 10th December.

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  3	 2	 2	 1	 2	 1	 2	 5

	A pproximate monthly occurrence, excluding confirmed breeding individuals, is summarised in the 
following table:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 61	 33	 38	 42	 2	 8	 3	 6	 9	 14	 47	 55

	 Peak winter numbers have fluctuated considerably over the past ten years:

	 12/13	 11/12	 0/11 	 09/10	 08/09	 07/08	 06/07 	 05/06	 04/05	 03/04

Average	  88	  84	  73	  75	  79	  51	  44	  63	  40	  43

Spotted Crake  Porzana porzana    EBSIP	
A very rare passage migrant.
Dagenham Chase	 one	 31st August	 VHF

Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 
Very common resident and passage migrant.
A minimum of 91 pairs/territories was reported from 52 sites (90 from 29 in 2012, 88 from 29 in 
2011, 100 from 31 in 2010). Summering was reported from a further 48 locations. Reports of ten or 
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more pairs came from Braintree and Bocking area, 20; Sawbridgeworth Marsh, 12. Observers are 
encouraged to report all possible/confirmed breeding.

WeBS totals were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  361	 405	 282	 214	 363	 242	 320	 320

Stour Estuary		  28	 25	 13	 13	 34	 8	 35	 19

Hamford Water		  41	 52	 40	NC	  67	 55	 68	 59

Holland Haven		  6	 5	 6	 8	 8	 14	 5	 10

Colne Estuary		  46	 52	 17	 28	 20	 18	 49	 35

Blackwater Estuary		  13	 11	 22	 8	 24	 33	 12	 11

Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  48	 57	 36	 29	 19	 16	 38	 22

Foulness/Thames		  58	 51	 69	 36	 53	 31	 56	 64

Abberton Res.		  5	 6	 2	 23	 43	 13	 5	 15

Hanningfield Res.		  40	 55	 5	 4	 40	 6	 21	 17

Lee Valley		  68	 91	 68	 62	 52	 42	 34	 68

	N on-WeBS count of 50 or more were reported from: Abberton Res., 80 on 17th July; Hamford 
Water, 50 on 9th February; Ingrebourne Valley, 122 on 12th January, 102 on 10th February, 74 on 9th 
March and 81 on 28th; Mardyke Valley 52 on 28th December. This remains a very under-reported 
species. 

Coot  Fulica atra	 GB1,100    IN 15,000
A common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Only 92 pairs were reported from 39 sites (180 from 44 in 2012, 126 from 37 in 2011, 228 from 51 
in 2010). Records of more than five pairs came from (2012 records in brackets): Belhus Woods CP, 
eight (nine); Sawbridgeworth Marsh, eight; Marsh Fm, S.  Woodham, seven, (12); Ardleigh area,  
seven; St Osyth Priory Estate, five (five). Summering birds were reported from a further 43 locations. 
Observers are encouraged to send in all records of breeding pairs and broods.

WeBS totals were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  1771	 1791	 1465	 848	 10955	 11211	 5334	 4143

Hamford Water		  68	 144	 125	NC	  33	 27	 21	 31

Colne Estuary		  24	 34	 16	 23	 7	 16	 42	 32

Blackwater Estuary		  78	 56	 284	 72	 27	 202	 46	 21

Crouch/Roach Estuary		  144	 163	 132	 85	 61	 15	 109	 88

Foulness/Thames		  203	 108	 138	 72	 143	 152	 119	 139

Abberton Res.		  167	 149	 163	 150	 7975	 6689	 2402	 587

Hanningfield Res.		  280	 201	 126	 79	 1382	 2448	 1461	 1605

Lee Valley		  796	 672	 429	 313	 857	 1349	 782	 1303

Common Crane  Grus grus    EBSIP	
Rare visitor: less than annual.
Mersea Strood		  two	 15th April	 GDE

Three further records were unsupported by descriptions.
2011 EBR Addition: Bridgewick Outfall, Dengie	 one	  18th November 	 DBl
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Stone Curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus     EBSIP	
Formerly bred, now very rare passage migrant.
Wanstead Flats	 24th March	O ne	 JLe 
Bulls Lodge Fm, Chelmsford	 10th April	O ne	N G

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus     BBRC	  (22, 14, 36)
Very rare passage migrant.
Limbourne Creek	 6th May	 Male	 Photo ID

Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta	 GB 75 IN 730
Increasing summer visitor, passage migrant and winter visitor.
There was another small reduction in the number of pairs attempting to breed in the county, with 
reports indicating 152 pairs at 21 sites (159 from 16 in 2012, 230 from 11 in 2011) as follows (2012 
figures in brackets): Cattawade, three; Horsey Is., 20+ (15+); Kirby-le-Soken, one (10+);  Walton Hall 
Marsh, eight (seven); Beaumont (Hamford Water), three; Holland Haven, 14 (25 in 2011); Colne Pt, 
three (one); St Osyth, one; Fingringhoe area, one; Old Hall, 32 (34); Tollesbury area, two; Heybridge 
GP, three (four); Maldon, one; Ramsey Marsh, 18 (18); Blue House Fm, seven (nine); Lower Raypits, 
20+; Fleet Head, one; Foulness, eight (16); Bowers Marsh, three (three);  Wat Tyler, three (five); Two 
Tree Is., one. Breeding success was generally low.

Inland reports were as follows:  Walthamstow Res., two on 9th March; Abberton Res., two on 24th 
April, four on 20th September, one on 29th September; Hanningfield Res., one on 3rd October.

WeBS data from the most important areas were as follows:

		  Jan 	 Feb 	 Mar	  Apr 	S ep 	 Oct 	 Nov 	D ec

WeBS total		  2813	 1667	 2890	 530	 1758	 2626	 2758	 2581
Stour Estuary		  21	 29	 89	 8	 0	 74	 70	 14
Hamford Water		  716	 660	 609	NC	  318	 582	 526	 495
Colne Estuary		  113	 34	 0	 3	 273	 280	 173	 105
Blackwater Estuary		  406	 428	 258	 273	 138	 424	 427	 595
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  115	 78	 81	 26	 2	 42	 129	 92
Foulness/Thames		  1442	 501	 1853	 202	 1027	 1223	 1252	 1280

	A s usual the largest non-WeBS counts came from the favoured area around E. Tilbury, where there 
were peaks of 1,000 on 12th January, 1,200 on 23rd February and 1,025 on 3rd August. Elsewhere 
high counts were received from Fingringhoe Wick and Alresford Creek, with peaks of 600 on 9th 
February and 825 on 28th December respectively.

Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus	 GB 3,200 IN 10,200
Resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Very few breeding reports were received with just 94 breeding pairs/territories reported from 26 
areas (253 from 32 in 2012, 200 from 24 in 2011). Individual sites reporting five or more pairs were 
as follows (2012 figures in brackets): Cattawade Marsh, six (seven); Colne Pt, nine (6-7); Old Hall, 
12+; Foulness, 43 (86). No counts were received from some key sites e.g. Hamford Water.

Inland, birds were noted at various sites in early spring but the only confirmed breeding were single 
pairs at Langham Treatment Works, Hanningfield Res. and Russell Green GP.

Other inland records(singles unless stated) included: Ardleigh Res., 9th November; Abberton Res., 
monthly peaks of four on 30th March, two on 14th-15th April, three on 5th May, two on 17th July; 
Boreham, two on 4th June; Bulls Lodge Fm, Chelmsford, 8th July, two on 23rd July, 30th July; Holyfield 
LV, 3rd April, two on 28th April; Fishers Green, 12th April, three on 29th April; KGV Res., two on 9th 
March, 11th May, 8th August;  Walthamstow Res., 16th February, 10th-13th March, 6th May, 11th 
and 25th August; Richmond Road, Leytonstone, 20th June;  Wanstead Flats, 23rd October.
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WeBS data from the most important areas were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  19251	 18288	 14599	 2655	 16395	 22167	 15336	 18913
Stour Estuary		  733	 742	 840	 381	 665	 628	 797	 611
Hamford Water		  495	 424	 856	NC	  503	 497	 631	 349
Colne Estuary		  1056	 507	 376	 252	 589	 443	 1092	 1081
Blackwater Estuary		  455	 704	 475	 306	 391	 841	 452	 878
Dengie		  942	 1500	 450	 346	 2317	 2225	 1021	 6000
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  180	 143	 183	 162	 7	 7	 36	 39
Foulness/Thames		  15390	 14268	 11410	 1196	 11923	 17526	 11306	 9854

	A part from WeBS counts, all bar one of the only four-figure counts came from Bradwell BO with 
1,500 on 11th February, and peaks of 3,000 on 11th August and 8th September. Elsewhere, 1,075 at 
Colne Pt on 18th November.

Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria	 GB 4,000 IN 9,300
Common passage migrant and winter visitor.
There were only three May records and none in June (none in 2012, one in 2011): Frinton-on-Sea, 
three north on 3rd; Rainham, one from 11th-14th; Blue House Fm., one on 22nd.

WeBS data from the most important areas were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  14546	 11279	 9690	 4828	 8076	 11031	 24926	 21065
Stour Estuary		  255	 29	 141	 0	 801	 491	 331	 677
Hamford Water		  4474	 3380	 1019	NC	  832	 2742	 5658	 9928
Colne Estuary		  1350	 1450	 11	 542	 775	 2255	 1955	 1510
Blackwater Estuary		  2284	 3019	 3848	 685	 1893	 2185	 6918	 2681
Dengie		  2170	 330	 3590	 3350	 2500	 1400	 5880	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  1161	 1334	 589	 111	 606	 1006	 2089	 920
Foulness/Thames		  2102	 1540	 492	 140	 669	 497	 1765	 5349

	 The highest non-WeBS coastal counts all came from the Bradwell BO area, although some counts 
were made from Old Hall or Tollesbury on the north bank of the estuary of distant flocks. Peaks were 
up to 9,000 on 8th January, 5,000 on 23rd October, 5,750 on 17th November, and in December, 
minimum estimates of 10,000 on 15th and 20,000 on 22nd.

The highest inland counts came from Abberton Res., with 500 on 3rd March, 400 on 15th November 
and 1,000 on 7th December, although numbers were generally lower from all sites. Elsewhere the 
only three-figure counts were from Coploe Hill, with 140 on 15th February and 500 on 9th December, 
and 100 at Birch airfield on 5th April.

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola	 GB 430 IN 2,500
Common winter visitor and passage migrant.
Records came from 12 sites during the summer months, with evidence of a late spring passage in 
early June and returning birds in late July as follows (singles unless stated otherwise): E. Tilbury, two 
on 1st June; Old Hall, 2nd June, three on 22nd July, 87 on 31st July; Rainham, 5th June; Holland 
Haven, 7th June; Benfleet Creek, four on 8th June; The Naze/Hamford Water, 14th June, 17th July, 
five on 21st July; Frinton-on-Sea, 15th June, two on 26th June, 12 on 29th July, two on 31st July; 
Bradwell BO, 11 on 21st and 30th June;  Wakering Stairs, 19 on 23rd June; Bartonhall Creek, two on 
27th June, three on 26th July; Colne Pt, 30 on 27th June, 35 on 29th June, 18th July, 33 on 27th July; 
Alresford Creek, six on 3rd July.
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Diurnal autumn migration was very light other than in November, when 119 were counted passing 
Frinton-on-Sea with a peak of 93 on 11th.

Inland records of singles unless stated otherwise came from: Abberton Res., two on 26th February, 
one on 29th September, eight on 6th October, 20th October, 6th November;  Walthamstow Res., 
two on 28th March, 11th April.

WeBS data from the most important areas were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  13496	 9128	 7748	 3670	 6828	 9608	 14466	 14152
Stour Estuary		  583	 618	 1902	 560	 1804	 2555	 1220	 2828
Hamford Water		  1464	 664	 677	 0	 1534	 1472	 1103	 1021
Colne Estuary		  1043	 290	 70	 310	 310	 345	 214	 375
Blackwater Estuary		  1673	 2437	 1084	 1044	 1410	 1616	 2900	 3250
Dengie		  6500	 2420	 1900	 1415	 723	 865	 1920	 4000
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  286	 266	 620	 14	 152	 193	 149	 333
Foulness/Thames		  1947	 2433	 1495	 327	 895	 2559	 6960	 2345

	C ounts of 1,000+ not included in the above figures only came Bradwell BO, 1,000 on 24th February 
and 6th October. 

Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus	 GB 6,200    IN 20,000**
Declining breeding population. Numerous passage migrant and winter visitor.
A minimum of 136 breeding pairs/territories was reported from 34 areas (202 from 38 in 2012,), 
pairs at the main sites being (2012 figures in brackets): Old Hall, 30 (52); Blue House Fm, 18, (28); 
Cattawade 16, (15); Moverons, Brightlingsea, ten. The prolonged easterly winds in early spring were 
widely cited as the probable reason for a late and generally poor breeding season.  As in previous 
years no counts were received from many historic breeding sites including Fingringhoe Ranges, 
whilst counts from other sites are likely to be under-recorded. 

Inland (and included in the above totals), 28 pairs were reported from 14 sites (49 from 18 in 
2012). For the second year running no complete counts were received from Abberton Res. or 
Holyfield Marsh, LV, which were the main inland sites in 2011.

WeBS data were as follows:	

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total	 20812	 17373	 5715	 368	 4332	 9161	 13860	 37473
Stour Estuary	 591	 743	 571	 61	 232	 699	 1201	 2285
Hamford Water	 3471	 2426	 965	 0	 350	 1240	 2211	 3208
Holland Haven	 190	 45	 165	 20	 120	 138	 58	 158
Colne Estuary	 1450	 1445	 26	 19	 295	 386	 517	 2189
Blackwater Estuary	 2920	 3222	 1548	 61	 625	 3108	 3126	 9168
Dengie	 1000	 190	 0	 0	 750	 136	 393	 50
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 4555	 3531	 1258	 174	 544	 845	 1373	 8513
Foulness/Thames	 4739	 2983	 657	 16	 935	 1457	 3213	 11696
Abberton Res.	 1656	 2762	 503	 13	 352	 1113	 1761	 66

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Hanningfield Res.	 73	 0	 0	 3	 106	 16	 0	 111
Lee Valley	 167	 26	 22	 1	 23	 23	 7	 29

	N on-WeBS counts of 1,500 or more were reported as follows (monthly site maxima in each case): 
West Mersea, 3,000 on 1st January; Old Hall, 1,650 on 8th January; Bradwell BO; Blue House Fm., 
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1,855 on 11th January, 2,475 on 28th February, 3,480 on 19th December; Althorne, 2,100 on 22nd 
December; Stow Marsh, 1,500 on 5th January, 1,940 on 1st February, 3,500 on 28th December;  
Wallasea Is., 1,500 on 6th January, 2,000 on 15th November; Foulness, 3,000 on 15th December; 
Paglesham Lagoon, 3,000 on 4th January; Bowers Marsh, 2,750 on 5th January; Rainham, 2,000 on 
8th January, 1,500 on 23rd February, 2,000 on 30th November.

Inland, counts of 250+ came from: Abberton Res., 1,000 on 3rd March, 500 on 2nd November, 500 
on 25th December; Belhus Woods CP, 300 on 2nd January, 900 on 13th December; Hall Marsh 
Scrape LV, 267 on 14th February; Fairlop Waters, 392 on 8th December.

Little evidence of diurnal movement was reported, with Frinton-on-Sea recording just 68 south 
during the cold weather in January, and an autumn peak of 85 on 14th November.

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius
Summer resident and passage migrant.
Breeding season records suggested a total of 17 pairs attempted to breed at nine sites (11 from ten 
in 2012) as follows (2012 figures in brackets): Langham Treatment Works, five; Sunnymead Farm 
Wivenhoe, one; Abberton Res., five (one); Stansted Airport Lagoons, at least one pair raised two 
young; Blackley Green GP, Willows Green one pair raised two young; Bowers Marsh, one pair raised 
two young; Vange Marsh, one pair raised one young; Rainham, one, Cornhill Meadows, one.

The first birds of the spring were reported from Rainham on 9th March and Dagenham Chase the 
following day. Spring passage produced further counts of four or more as follows: Langham Treatment 
Works, four on 7th April; Abberton Res., five on 14th April increasing to seven from 21st-28th April; 
Fairlop Water, four on 14th April.

Autumn double-figure reports came from two sites: Vange Marsh, 14 on 14th July; Hanningfield 
Res., 18 on 25th July. The only other sites recording five or more were: Bowers Marsh, five on 31st 
August and 9th September; Dagenham Chase, six on 30th July. The final record of the year came 
from Abberton Res., with three on 20th September.

Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula	 GB 340    IN 730
Resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Confirmed or possible breeding pairs were recorded with approximately 30 pairs from seven sites 
(25 from 15 in 2012) as follows (2012 figures in brackets): The Naze/Walton Hall Marsh, up to six 
pairs reported during the breeding season (4+); St Osyth Stone, one (one); St Osyth Beach, two 
(one); Colne Pt, nine (seven); Brightlingsea, one; Bradwell Marina, one (one); Blue House Fm., one; 
Foulness, three (one); Bowers Marsh, one; Mardyke Valley, four juveniles noted; Rainham, up to four 
pairs present (one). Observers are requested to check all potential breeding sites as under-reporting 
is suspected.

As usual, most inland records came from Abberton Res.: recorded between 14th April and 28th 
May with a peak of 15 on 20th April.  Autumn sightings occurred between 25th August (five) and 3rd 
November, with monthly maxima of 14 on 23rd September, 135 on 6th October and 50 on 2nd 
November. Other inland records came from: Boreham, one on 31st March; Cornmill Meadows, two 
on 18th August; Barling, four on 27th August; Hanningfield Res., recorded in May then from 21st July 
to 18th November, with a peak of 15 on 13th-16th September; KGV Res., 12th May, 16th August;  
Walthamstow Res., 25 on 24th August, one on 20th September.

WeBS data from the most important areas were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  619	 532	 345	 80	 2259	 1250	 648	 1123
Stour Estuary		  36	 66	 78	 20	 263	 104	 75	 60
Hamford Water		  44	 93	 70	NC	  297	 101	 87	 176
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Colne Estuary		  23	 2	 9	 9	 201	 107	 11	 194
Blackwater Estuary		  67	 101	 19	 15	 412	 211	 81	 72
Dengie		  4	 0	 1	 18	 42	 275	 0	 130
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  74	 98	 58	 0	 189	 112	 193	 145
Foulness/Thames		  371	 172	 109	 18	 828	 195	 201	 346

	O nly three counts of 250+ were reported, all in late August: 500 and 450 at Canvey Pt on 21st and 
29th respectively; Stour Estuary, 250 on 26th.

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus	 GB 50 (passage)    IN 6,800
Common passage migrant. Occasional winter visitor.
First-winter records came from Abberton Res., two on 3rd March; Bradwell BO, a single on 24th 
January; and Burnham-on-Crouch, a single on 4th January.

Spring passage was widely reported. The first spring migrants were singles at Rainham and Old Hall 
on 7th April. The highest counts came from Old Hall, 124 on 25th April, Frinton-on-Sea, 23 on 4th 
May and Blue House Fm, 25 on 27th May. 

Return passage was also widespread, but the only significant count came from: Frinton-on-Sea, 
109 on 2nd August. In the second winter there were singles at Old Hall on 28th November and 29th 
December, and Fobbing on 8th December.

Inland records were received from: Abberton Res., several dates between April and August; LV, 
several dates in April and May; Marsh Fm, South Woodham Ferrers, four on 20th April; Iltney Fm, 
Mundon, four on 2nd May; Blackley Lane GP, Willow Green, Gt Leighs, one on 19th May; Hanningfield 
Res., one on 28th July; Lockwood Res., Walthamstow, two on 24th August and Cattawade, one on  
7th October.

Curlew  Numenius arquata	 GB 1,500  IN 8,500
Common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Inland counts came from Abberton Res., two on 3rd March and four on 11th December; Bulls Lodge 
Fm, Springfield, Chelmsford, one on 5th September; Dagenham Chase, one on 1st January; 
Hanningfield Res., eight on 25th August and one on 20th July; Gunpowder Pk, Waltham Abbey, two 
on March 9th; Lee Valley, many days in March and April; Broomhouse Flash, Langham, one on 21st 
July;  Wanstead Flats, nine on March 9th and Lockwood Res., Walthamstow, one on April 1st. 

Monthly WeBS totals were:	

Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 6386	 4950	 3783	 2767	 4373	 5985	 5421	 4807	 4586
Stour Estuary	 1138	 820	 1084	 854	 1075	 491	 438	 122	 114
Hamford Water	 1343	 494	 509	NC	NC	   557	 936	 1000	 392
Holland Haven	 19	 48	 35	 10	 0	 0	 0	 2	 1
Colne Estuary	 377	 127	 9	 79	 0	 232	 198	 247	 88
Blackwater Estuary	 907	 1315	 734	 648	 1246	 994	 1299	 1166	 1116
Dengie	 136	 89	 52	 69	 67	 160	 431	 229	 100
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 469	 305	 363	 185	 99	 412	 220	 233	 623
Foulness/Thames	 1797	 1752	 997	 922	 1707	 2248	 1400	 1245	 1353
Abberton Res.	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 5

Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa	 GB150    IN470
Much increased passage migrant and winter visitor. 
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Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit  L.l. islandica
There was a huge increase in the number of sightings recorded in 2013. In the first winter period the 
highest counts were of 3,700 at East Tilbury on 19th January; 3,000 at Coalhouse Fort on 9th 
February and 2,110 at Heybridge Basin on 14th March.

The highest spring sightings were 1,500 at Heybridge GP on 14th April; 500 at Heybridge Basin on 
20th April and 480 in the Colne Estuary on 8th April.

Late summer and autumn records came from Heybridge GP, 1,500 on 7th Septermber; 1,450 on 
8th September at Two Tree Is.; 1,400 at Wivenhoe on 29th August; 1,210 between Alresford Creek 
and Wivenhoe, on 28th August; and 1,125 on 10th September at Mistley. 

Inland records came from: Abberton Res., recorded in most months; Broomhouse, Langham, 20 on 
2nd July and three on 3rd November; Stansted Airport lagoons, up to four on several dates in 
September and October; Hanningfield Res., several dates between July and October; LV, 12th March 
and 12th April.

Monthly WeBS totals from the most important areas were:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total		  5485	 6228	 4430	 3299	 7320	 7269	 6623	 5650
Stour Estuary		  528	 1359	 302	 559	 949	 869	 404	 488
Hamford Water		  700	 80	 324	NC	  334	 537	 530	 436
Holland Haven		  8	 1	 3	 27	 0	 0	 0	 0
Colne Estuary		  233	 662	 31	 142	 364	 328	 810	 610
Blackwater Estuary		  1096	 675	 2528	 1215	 1187	 2472	 576	 417
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  65	 56	 78	 1	 507	 351	 137	 535
Foulness/Thames		  2855	 3395	 1164	 1355	 3902	 1381	 4166	 3164

The importance of the Stour, Blackwater and Thames at an international level continues.

Continental Black-tailed Godwit  L.l. limosa
2011 EBR Addition: one was seen at Heybridge GP on 7th and 14th June (SDW).

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica	 GB 620  IN 1,200
Common passage migrant and winter visitor.  A few usually summer.
Recorded throughout the year, with June records received from the following sites: Old Hall, one on 
2nd June; Holland Haven, one on 4th and 5th June; Colne Pt, one on 6th June; Heybridge Basin, 35 
on 11th June; Heybridge GP, 100 on 18th June; and Blue House Fm, two on 27th June. 

Notable counts of birds away from the main coastal haunts were reported from Manningtree, 100 
on 22nd April; Abberton Res., four on 21st September.

Inner Thames records came from Barking Bay, one on 20th April and 29th August; Beckton, most 
months; Coalhouse Fort, East Tilbury, most months, the highest count being 106 on 9th February; 
Rainham, between January and September; Thurrock Thameside Nature Pk, one on 8th September; 
and West Canvey Marshes, one on 18th November.

During spring passage the highest counts came from Old Hall, 400 on 8th April and 170 on 19th 
April; 291 at East Tilbury on 10th April; and 150 at Bradwell BO and North Dengie on 12th May. 

The monthly WeBS totals in the more important areas were:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  10268	 10939	 9015	 349	 2634	 3141	 7923	 10743
Stour Estuary		  136	 48291	 9	 25	 26	 110	 170
Hamford Water		  342	 376	 728	NC	  955	 236	 1302	 450
Colne Estuary		  227	 14	 3	 0	 89	 187	 1	
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Blackwater Estuary		  177	 192	 225	 26	 126	 206	 142	 488
Dengie		  444	 114	 0	 31	 90	 170	 740	 30
Foulness/Thames		  8941	 10151	 7713	 271	 1430	 2494	 5441	 9602

Turnstone  Arenaria interpres	 GB 640 IN 700
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
Present in every month with reports from ten sites in June. Double-figure counts during that month 
came from five sites with a maximum of 20 at Hamford Water on 15th. Counts of over 200 were 
received from: Southend, 268 on 20th October; St Lawrence Bay, 221 on 13th January.

Inland records were received from (singles unless otherwise stated): Abberton Res., two on 4th 
August, six on 6th August and 10th-11th August, two on 15th December; Hanningfield Res., on 4th, 
20th, 23rd and 28th August; Lockwood Res., four on 24th August, two on 25th.

WeBS counts were as follows:	

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 1133	 855	 814	 452	 430	 937	 1201	 1422	 1401
Stour Estuary	 228	 134	 223	 205	 191	 409	 339	 351	 352
Hamford Water	 145	 108	 173	NC	NC	   156	 95	 142	 136
Holland Haven	 5	 3	 5	 5	 0	 0	 0	 6	 2
Colne Estuary	 148	 79	 27	 25	 0	 17	 31	 84	 28
Blackwater Estuary	 272	 300	 282	 147	 148	 166	 439	 328	 199
Dengie	 129	 7	 17	 28	 33	 27	 87	 50	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 9	 31	 6	 0	 4	 9	 14	 12	 14
Foulness/Thames	 197	 193	 81	 42	 54	 153	 196	 449	 670

Knot  Calidris canutus	 GB 3,200 IN 4,500
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Small numbers usually present in summer.
Inland records came from three sites during the year:  Walthamstow Res., one on 28th March, six on 
24th August; Abberton Res., one on 4th August; .Hanningfield Res., one on 22nd September.

Summer records (June/July – singles unless stated) came from just five sites: Old Hall, 2nd June; 
Colne Pt, two on 29th June, Wakering Stairs, 29th June; Cudmore Grove, two on 14th July, E. Tilbury, 
20th July; Frinton-on-Sea, southbound movements of six on 28th and three on 29th July.

Very little evidence of coastal passage was noted at Frinton-on-Sea other than in November, when 
824 were noted with peaks of 150 on 5th, 563 on 11th.

WeBS data from the most important areas were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  31462	 22748	 21806	 1894	 1265	 16967	 54891	 56214
Stour Estuary		  3271	 4005	 2851	 75	 0	 1285	 3970	 5816
Hamford Water		  1132	 1175	 622	 0	 1	 1340	 3845	 748
Colne Estuary		  337	 51	 8	 7	 20	 72	 1224	 54
Blackwater Estuary		  3527	 638	 2426	 1	 98	 290	 3350	 2237
Dengie		  3650	 1500	 150	 800	 1003	 7500	 9700	 3000
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  187	 193	 68	 0	 24	 0	 1	 1
Foulness/Thames		  19258	 15186	 15681	 1011	 124	 6480	 32801	 44358
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	 The only other counts in excess of 2,500 were: Bradwell BO, 5,000 on 1st January, 3,000 on 6th 
October, 7,500 on 17th November, increasing to 10,000 on 21st, and remaining to 22nd December; 
Two Tree Is., 2,700 on 10th March;  Wakering Stairs, 3,000 on 24th November; The Naze (Stone Pt), 
2,500 on 30th November.

Ruff  Calidris pugnax	 GB7    IN 12,500 
Common passage migrant and winter visitor.
In the first winter a flock at Old Hall peaked at 42 on 24th January. In early spring it became more 
mobile and built to a maximum of 82 (on farmland west of Old Hall) on 5th April, with other notable 
counts (at Old Hall) of 59 on 28th March and 64 on 7th April. Elsewhere, the highest count at this 
time was 50 at Rainham on 22nd March 

The highest counts during autumn passage were from Abberton Res., 19 on 18th August and 15 on 
17th October. During the second winter period the only notable count came from the River 
Blackwater, 12 on 14th December.

Monthly maxima at the most regular sites were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Holland Haven 	  3	 -	  3	  1 	  -	  1	  6	  2	  4	  -	  -
Old Hall	 42	 23	 59	 64	  1	  -	  5	  7	  8	  15	  34	  1
Rainham 	  5	  2	 50	  5	  2	  -	  1	 11	  -	  -	  2	  1
Abberton Res.	 10	  8 	  7	 12	  -	  1	  8	 37	 68	  55	  6	  1

	 WeBS data from the more important areas were as follows:	

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total	 1	 25	 40	 9	 47	 25	 41	 3	 0
Hamford Water	 0	 0	 6	NC	  0	 0	 6	 0	 0
Holland Haven	 0	 0	 3	 0	 5	 0	 0	 0	 0
Colne	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Blackwater Estuary	 1	 16	 15	 4	 4	 0	 3	 3	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 2	 0	 0
Foulness/Thames	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Abberton Res. 	 0	 8	 16	 5	 35	 25	 28	 0	 0
Hanningfield Res.	 0	 0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 1	 0	 0

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea	 GB ? IN 10,000
Passage migrant, rare in spring, regular in autumn in variable numbers.
Records in the first winter came from the Maldon area with sightings of two off the Promenade on 
28th February and a single at Heybridge GP on 20th March.

Spring records came from two sites: Rainham, 14th-15th May, 15th June; Old Hall, two on 28th 
May.

Autumn passage commenced in late July with singles at Southend on 28th and south past Frinton-
on-Sea the following day before the next at Abberton Res, on 4th August. Thereafter passage is 
estimated and summarised as follows:	

		  Aug				S    ep				    Oct	

Week commencing	 6th	 13th	 20th	 27th	 3rd	 10th	 17th	 24th	 1st	 8th	 15th	 22nd
Week number	 32	 33	 34	 35	 36	 37	 38	 39	 40	 41	 42	 43
Numbers 	 3	 1	 22	 20	 28	 22	 26	 28	 19	 8	 8	 2
Locations	 3	 1	 5	 6	 11	 6	 5	 9	 5	 2	 3	 2
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	 The last birds of the autumn were at Maldon on 31st October, Wallasea Is. from 5th-7th, and Blue 
House Fm. on 13th November. Counts of seven of more came from: Barking Bay, seven on 25th 
August; Fingringhoe Wick, seven on 25th August; East Mersea, 11 on 31st August, eight on 23rd 
September; E. Tilbury, eight on 14th September; Abberton Res., eight on 6th October. The latter site 
accounted for all inland records: one on 4th August, two on 12th September, two on 29th September, 
then reported most days from 4th-22nd October.

Sanderling  Calidris alba	 GB 160    IN 1,200
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Occasional in summer.
June records came from: Holland Haven, 22 on 1st; Hamford Water/The Naze, 25 on 2nd, 11 on 9th; 
Walthamstow Res. one on 2nd; Frinton-on-Sea, northward movement of two on 4th, four on 8th; 
Colne Pt, nine on 6th; Rainham, five on 14th with two remaining to the following day; Shoebury East 
Beach, one on 16th.

Other inland records (singles unless stated otherwise) came from: Abberton Res., 20th, 24th 
January, 6th October; KGV Res., five on 23rd January, 12th May; Hanningfield Res., 12th July.

Coastal passage was poor with Frinton-on-Sea recording monthly totals of just 14 in May, eight in 
June, four in July and three in November.

WeBS data were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  339	 308	 57	 45	 543	 184	 1037	 777
Hamford Water		  40	 51	 27	 0	 91	 92	 59	 67
Colne Estuary		  64	 15	 16	 7	 0	 86	 52	 76 
Dengie		  0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 5	 2	 0
Foulness/Thames		  235	 233	 13	 38	 452	 1	 923	 634

	A ll non-WeBS single-site counts of 200+ came from the favoured outer Thames estuary roost at 
Gunners Park: 200 on 28th March, 221 on 7th April, 350 on 1st May increasing to 723 on 5th, 700 
on 17th and 23rd October. Colour ringed individuals from Greenland, Iceland and Hampshire were 
observed at this site.

Dunlin  Calidris alpina	 GB 3,500    IN 13,300
Very common passage migrant and winter visitor.
Inland records (singles unless stated otherwise) were as 
follows: Hanningfield Res., 22nd January, 24th March, 
two on 12th July, 1st August, five on 6th 
August, in  September, four on 8th, two 
on 14th, four on 21st, one on 28th, four 
on 12th October, 16th October, 3rd 
November; Abberton Res., three 
on 5th and 26th February; in 
March, peaks of three on 15th, 
two on 17th and 30th; three on 17 
April, 12 May, seven on 28 July, in August, three on 
4th, one on 11th, two on 18th, peak of 15 on 20th 
September, peaks of 30 on 8th, 35 on 13th and 120 
on 20th October, 10th November, three on 7th and two 
on 11th December; KGV Res., five on 23rd January, 31st March, 6th April, 9th May, in August, two on 
8th, three on 9th reducing to single on 10th, singles on 23rd and 26th; Harlow, 9th March;  
Walthamstow Res., 22nd and 24th March, six on 19th April, 27th April, 10th May, 2nd June; Liston 
Mill, 30th April;  Wanstead Flats, 30 on 30th September.

Dunlin (Richard Hull)
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June coastal records came from five sites: Hamford Water/The Naze, four reports from 2nd-15th 
with a peak of 26 on 8th; Old Hall, 2nd; Bradwell BO, 9th; Rainham, two on 15th, one on 20th; Colne 
Pt, 16 on 29th.

Autumn passage past Frinton-on-Sea was light in September and October (monthly totals of only 
70 and 5 respectively). However November proved to be spectacular with 3,557 noted with peaks 
of 791 on 5th, 2,196 on 11th and 417 on 20th. These movements generally coincided with rapidly 
freshening south-westerly winds and rain.

WeBS data at the more important sites were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS total		  52235	 47983	 39760	 3833	 7640	 25775	 54278	 51481
Stour Estuary		  2860	 2833	 4810	 356	 391	 2470	 4919	 6501
Hamford Water		  2750	 3282	 2137	 0	 732	 1463	 3482	 1660
Colne Estuary		  5736	 5082	 1757	 1090	 671	 1497	 1672	 1305
Blackwater Estuary		  16129	 11618	 12229	 762	 2100	 9641	 16876	 10079
Dengie		  5510	 4105	 1600	 640	 1050	 985	 2115	 2800
Crouch/Roach /Wallasea		  3097	 2850	 2128	 128	 121	 381	 1487	 2324
Foulness/Thames		  16171	 18208	 15097	 857	 2560	 9275	 23727	 26812
Abberton Res. 		  0	 5	 0	 0	 0	 63	 0	 0

	 Unusually no non-WeBS counts of 2,500+ were received during the year.

Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima	 GB 130    IN 750
Winter visitor and passage migrant in small numbers.
The north-east coast, between The Naze and Jaywick but focused around Holland Haven, produced 
over 90% of the records with only occasional sightings at other preferred locations in the county. 
Up to eight were recorded in January, reducing to four in February and two in March. The last bird of 
the spring was at The Naze on 22nd April. 

In the second winter period there was an isolated single on 12th September, with wintering birds 
present from 20th October. Thereafter there were peaks of seven on 28th October, four on 12th 
November and two on 15th December.

Elsewhere there were singles (unless stated otherwise) recorded at: Goldhanger, 16th February; 
Southend-on-Sea, two on 23rd March; Ramsey Marsh, Dengie, 2nd and 5th April; Gunners Pk,  
17th October.

Little Stint  Calidris minuta	 GB 1    IN 2,000
Regular autumn passage migrant, very scarce in spring. Occasionally winters.
There were just two first-winter records (four in 2012, one in 2011), both singles on one day only: 
Gunners Pk., 3rd January; Stow Marsh, 1st March.

An average spring passage was noted at five sites, as follows (all singles and all in May unless 
stated): Bowers Marsh, 12th; Rainham, 12th, two on 14th increasing to three the next day, three on 
15th June; Holland Haven, 15th, two on 23rd; Old Hall, 25th, 2nd June; The Naze, 8th June.

Autumn passage started in early August with singles on Mersea Is. on 6th and at Old Hall on 11th. 
Numbers were improved from 2012 with approximately 66 birds noted from 14 sites, with a late 
peak in October, as summarised below:	

		  Aug				S    ept				    Oct	

Week commencing	 6th	 13th	 20th	 27th	 3rd	 10th	 17th	 24th	 1st	 8th	 15th	 22nd
Week number	 32	 33	 34	 35	 36	 37	 38	 39	 40	 41	 42	 43
Numbers 	 2	 -	 2	 7	 8	 15	 30	 13	 35	 12	 7	 11
Locations	 2	 -	 2	 4	 5	 8	 11	 5	 8	 3	 1	 2
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Peak counts involving four or more birds came from: E. Tilbury, four on 14th September and  
5th October; Abberton Res., four on 29th September increasing to five on 6th October, six on  
13th, seven on 18th and a peak of ten on 22nd; Old Hall, four on 1st October; Holland Haven, four 
on 8th October, increasing to five on 9th-10th. Other inland records came from: The Hythe,  
one on 30th August; Hanningfield Res., two from 8th-10th September at least, one remaining  
to 18th.

There were two late autumn and winter records, both of singles: E. Tilbury, on 10th November; 
Stow Marsh, 28th December.

Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos     EBSIP	
Rare passage migrant, mainly in autumn.
Old Hall	 25th April	A dult	C JMG 
Rainham	 11th-19th July	A dult	A Tw, HV et al  
Vange Marsh	 13th-20th July	A dult	 PW
A further four records were unsupported by descriptions.

Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus
Very scarce passage migrant
Vange Marsh	 one		  June 16th	A B 
King George V Res.	 Juvenile	A ugust 23rd-24th	 HLy

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos	 GB?*    IN?
Common passage migrant.  A few winter.
Reported in all months with estimated minimum numbers as follows: 

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Number	 6	 2	 11	 60	 44	 6	 180	 274	 84	 12	 2	 10

Locations	 6	 2	 7	 30	 24	 5	 34	 58	 34	 7	 2	 9

	A ll spring records referred to 1-5 birds apart from a peak of eight at Walthamstow Res. on 19th 
April.

Autumn passage numbers were higher than in2012, peaking in late July and the first three weeks 
of August. Double-figure counts were received from eight sites (maximum counts given): Vange 
Marsh, 11 on 14th July; Rainham, 18 on 24th August; Barking Bay, ten on 13th and 20th July; Beckton, 
12 on 2nd-3rd August; Hanningfield Res., 19 on 25th August; Banbury Res., ten on 9th August; 
Lockwood Res., ten on 10th August; KGV Res., 32 on 31st July.

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus	 GB?*    IN?
Common passage migrant and much increased winter visitor.
Recorded in all months with estimated minimum numbers as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Number	 40	 26	 46	 39	 5	 37	 225	 273	 138	 60	 38	 35

Locations	 29	 19	 27	 25	 5	 17	 35	 50	 39	 26	 20	 24

	I n the first winter, there were seven at Dagenham Brook on 20th January with 1-4 at numerous 
other sites. Spring passage was light with a maximum of five at The Hythe on 16th April and four at 
seven other sites.

Autumn passage was in line with previous years, though the peak of records started notably earlier, 
spread fairly evenly throughout July and August. Maximum counts at selected sites:
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Location						      Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep

Abberton Res.						      1	 11	 11	 4
Blue House Farm						      1	 1	 11	 3
Bowers Marsh							       19	 16	 7
Broomhouse flash							       6	 4	 2
East Tilbury						      2	 6	 7	 4
Fingringhoe Wick								        15	
Foulness								        1	 5
Hanningfield Res.						      1	 12	 15	 11
Holland Haven						      1	 2	 7	
Hythe						      4	 14	 18	 12
Lower Chingford								        10	
Old Hall							       56	 12	 24
Rainham						      2	 4	 10	 3
Stow Marsh						      2	 3	 8	 2
The Naze							       1	 3	 2
Vange Marsh						      12	 22	 17	 7
Wat Tyler CP						      2	 2	 6	 5

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus	 GB +*    IN 1,500
Regular passage migrant.  A few winter.
Recorded in every month with estimated counts as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Number	 16	 14	 21	 34	 7	 20	 82	 77	 130	 93	 44	 23
Locations	 8	 6	 7	 11	 6	 7	 14	 14	 15	 6	 8	 7

	N umbers followed a similar pattern to recent years, with a modest spring passage and steady 
autumn migration from late-June. Peak counts at the main sites were: Abberton Res., 48 on 20th 
October; Abbotts Hall, 27 on 4th July; Old Hall, 45 on 8th September. The only other site to record 
double figures was Vange Marsh with a maximum of 16 on 30th September.

The only inland record apart from those at Abberton was a single at Hanningfield Res. on 25th 
July.

Greenshank  Tringa nebularia	 GB +*    IN 3,000
Common passage migrant, a few winter.
Estimated monthly totals were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Coastal	 14	 6	 12	 70	 72	 16	 195	 358	 411	 111	 11	 11
Inland	 3	 0	 0	 11	 20	 1	 14	 33	 9	 1	 0	 0
Total	 17	 6	 12	 81	 92	 17	 209	 391	 420	 112	 11	 11
Locations	 10	 5	 5	 25	 25	 8	 39	 49	 45	 21	 8	 5

	N umbers in the first winter period were well down on 2012. 
Spring passage was similar to the previous year and again peaked in late April and early May.
Autumn passage was also similar with peaks in early August and early September. Once again 

there was a sharp fall in numbers from mid-October with few records in the second winter period.
There was a marked increase in the number of sites reporting double-figure counts (up from 13 in 

2012 to 21). Of those, the following reported 20 or more: Fingringhoe Wick, 60 on 6th August; Old 
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Hall, 25 on 24th September; Heybridge Basin, 52 on 7th October; Bradwell, 26 on 1st August;  
Wakering Stairs, 28 on 21st September; Stow Marsh, 36 on 21st August; Two Tree Is., 52 on 10th 
September; Bowers Marsh, 60 on 9th September; Vange Marsh, 26 on 14th July.

WeBS counts were as follows:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 8	 6	 8	 5	 112	 244	 65	 13	 3
Stour Estuary	 2	 2	 1	 0	 44	 91	 30	 7	 1
Hamford Water	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 34	 16	 1	 0
Blackwater Estuary	 1	 3	 1	 3	 23	 43	 11	 2	 0
Crouch/Roach Estuary	 1	 1	 1	 0	 15	 21	 3	 0	 1
Foulness/Thames	 4	 0	 4	 2	 14	 46	 5	 3	 0

Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes    BBRC	     (9, 4, 13)
Vagrant.
West Canvey Marshes	 one	 17th-18th September (JL)

The first since one at Maldon in 2009.

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola
Scarce passage migrant.
		           Estimated monthly totals were:

			   Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct

Number	 2	 4	 1	 21	 40	 9	 1
Locations	 2	 3	 1	 7	 14	 6	 1

The few spring records were all of single birds, namely, Vange, 
26th April; Cattawade, 3rd and 7th May; Rainham, 8th May, and 
Old Hall, 21st May. There was a single June record, at Rainham 
from 14th-16th.

In autumn, reports were received from 19 sites during the 
period 7th July (Abberton Res.) to 21st October (a late bird at 
Old Hall).  As usual, the majority moved through between late 
July and early September; all sightings involving single birds 
apart from two at Holland Haven on 30th July and 4th-5th 
August; The Naze, three on 6th August; Abberton Res., two on 
31st July and three on 9th August; Old Hall, 1-3 on several 
dates with a peak of nine on 24th August; Hanningfield Res., 
two on 3rd August; Rainham, two on 24th August; and Bowers 
Marsh, two on 1st September.

Redshank  Tringa totanus	 GB 1,100    IN 1,500
Resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
A total of 112-117 pairs was reported, compared with 175 in 2012, with breeding records being 
received from 12 sites (11 in 2012). Little information was reported on breeding success. This is an 
Amber listed species and observers are urged to try to assess its current status in all areas. Reports 
of territorial and/or breeding pairs were received from the following locations (2012 figures in 
brackets): Cattawade, ten (six); Holland Haven, 12-15; Alresford Creek, two (one); Old Hall, 14 (95);  
Wallasea Is., an adult with three unfledged young on 2nd August; Lower Raypits, four; Foulness 26 
(29); Blue House Fm, 18-20 (20);  Wat Tyler CP, three; Bowers Marsh, two; E. Tilbury, one; Rainham, 18 
(a partial count only); Broomhouse Flash, two (two).

Wood Sandpiper Abberton Res., 
July (Sean Nixon)
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The only four-figure non-WeBS count came from Heybridge Basin, 1,000 on 7th September.
WeBS counts were as follows:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:	 7256	 5753	 4623	 3432	 3387	 8098	 9443	 8338	 7878
Stour Estuary	 434	 572	 555	 632	 540	 845	 1386	 875	 1081
Hamford Water	 1226	 941	 1018	NC	NC	   1299	 1167	 1361	 1513
Colne Estuary	 1347	 617	 90	 562	 0	 649	 642	 572	 392
Blackwater Estuary	 1678	 1456	 1396	 1142	 814	 2276	 2741	 1943	 1256
Dengie	 250	 188	 31	 231	 104	 53	 156	 340	 13
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea	 915	 781	 688	 136	 622	 1216	 1018	 1022	 1287
Foulness/Thames	 1406	 1198	 843	 736	 1307	 1760	 2338	 2224	 2336

Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus	 GB?    IN?
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
Monthly totals were:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 22	 9	 11	 9	 - 	 5	  8	  9 	 7
Locations	 18	 5	 10	 7	 - 	 5	  6	  7 	 7

	I n the first winter period Rainham reported seven on 20th January and five on 19th January; three 
were recorded from Leyton, Dagenham Brook on 22nd January, and two at Barking Bay on 13th 
January, Barking Bay on 17th January and Foulness on 13th March.

The first autumn passage report was of one at The Hythe, Colchester on 12th September. In the 
late autumn/second winter reports of two birds came from Rainham, 22nd October, and St. Osyth 
on 19th November.

Long-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus scolopaceus    BBRC  	   (6, 3, 9)
Vagrant 
2011 EBR Addition: E. Tilbury	 juvenile/first winter	 19th November	 PW

Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola
Regular passage migrant and winter visitor. Small breeding population.
There were no reports suggestive of breeding. Outside the breeding season monthly totals were:

				    Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers				    128	 30	 28	 5	 19	 10
Locations				    50	 13	 14	 3	 10	 7

	 During the first winter period reports of three or more birds came from Canvey Wick, four on 11th 
January; Hockley Woods, four on 15th January; Belhus Woods, Southend, three on 16th January; 
Hadleigh Downs, three on 26th January; and Ardleigh Res., three on 27th January. There were also 
counts of c30 at a shoot between Colchester and Elmstead on 19th January and of 12 in the same 
area on 26th January.

Probable spring migrants included reports of two birds at Holland Haven on 4th April and Westleigh 
Heights, Langdon Hills on 6th April. Single birds were seen at nine other sites.

The first reports of autumn migrants were of single birds at Holland Haven on 16th October; and 
Snaresbrook Court, Leyton Flats on 25th October.

In the second winter period reports of two or more birds were received from Frinton-on-Sea, two 
on 11th November two at Hanningfield Res. on 21st November; three in Ingrebourne Valley on 27th 
November, and two at Warley on 31st December. 
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Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago	 GB?    IN 20,000
Common passage migrant and winter visitor. Very rare breeder.

Monthly WeBS totals:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Total:		  126	 115	 153	 27	 89	 136	 133	 138
Stour Estuary		  43	 18	 11	 8	 12	 37	 18	 40
Hamford Water		  2	 2	 5	NC	  0	 2	 9	 3
Holland Haven		  21	 11	 25	 3	 7	 2	 2	 1
Colne Estuary		  3	 33	 2	 1	 20	 36	 2	 5
Blackwater Estuary		  13	 8	 20	 9	 32	 33	 17	 4
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  3	 3	 1	 0	 0	 3	 7	 14
Foulness/Thames		  21	 14	 86	 5	 8	 22	 77	 64

	I n the first winter period significant counts were reported from Rainham, 120 on 19th  
March and 100 on 6th January; Bowers Marsh, 111 on 18th March and Holland Haven, 88 on  
7th January.

The highest reports of autumn passage came from Wat Tyler CP, 30 on 26th October; Vange  
Marsh, 28 on 1st October; The Hythe, Colchester, 20 on 22nd September; and Blue House Fm, 15 on 
26th August.

In the second winter period Vange Marsh reported 54 on 1st November; Stow Marsh, 46 on 3rd 
December;  Wat Tyler CP, 41 on 10th November; Bowers Marsh, 34 on 18th November; Rainham, 33 
on 23rd November, and 38 at Two Tree Is., on 24th November.

Pomarine Skua  Stercorarius pomarinus    EBSIP
Late autumn passage migrant. Scarce at other times. 
A below-average year in the county, with only 16 birds reported. Monthly totals:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 2	 1	 1	 1	 1	 0	 0	 3	 3	 2	 2	 0

	A nnual totals for the last ten years are (average 40):

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Numbers			   16 	 79	 100	 18	 44	 54	 41	 16	 12	 19

	 The five seen during the first winter period, were: The Naze, on 10th March; Frinton-on-Sea, on 
14th January, 19th February and 12th April; Shoebury East Beach, on 24th January.

Spring passage consisted on just one record: Frinton-on-Sea: one on 15th May.
Autumn passage commenced with three at Canvey Pt on 25th August, but was very light thereafter 

with reports coming from (singles unless stated otherwise): Frinton-on-Sea, two on 11th September, 
11th November; Canvey Pt, 15th September, 1st and 11th October, 21st November; E. Tilbury, 11th 
October. The same bird, a pale adult with full tail “spoons”, accounted for the Canvey Pt and E. 
Tilbury sightings on 11th October.

Observers are reminded that, although a full description is not required for this species, supporting 
notes should be submitted.

Arctic Skua  Stercorarius parasiticus
Autumn passage migrant. Scarce at other times.
As with the other species of skua, numbers for the year were below average and the total reported 
in 2013 was the lowest since 2006. Figures for the last ten years are given (average 273):
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				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Numbers			   129	 253	 369	 252	 271	 311	 441	 112	 151	 442

	 Unusually, there were no winter records and spring passage was very light, with the only records 
coming from: Frinton-on-Sea, singles on 24th and 25th March, one on 15th and two on 17th May 
and one on 8th June; Holland Haven, one on 25th March; Canvey Pt, one on 18th April.

There was a single summer record: an adult off Wakering Stairs on 29th June.
Autumn migration commenced on 29th July with one seen off Frinton-on-Sea. Thereafter, passage 

remained light, with birds recorded from 5th August to 30th October as shown below. The only 
double-figure counts came from: Frinton-on-Sea, 16 on 11th September; Canvey Pt/Seafront, 13 on 
24th August, 12 on 6th September and ten on 11th October.

		A  ug				    Sep				O    ct

Week commencing	 1st	 8th	 15th	 22nd	 29th	 5th	 12th	 19th	 26th	 3rd	 10th	 17th	 24th
Week number	 31	 32	 33	 34 	 35	 36	 37	 38	 39	 40	 41	 42	 43
Numbers	 6	 -	 -	 20 	 1	 30	 8	 7	 15	 2	 26	 -	 1

	 Just two were recorded in the second winter period, with one at Rainham on 1st November and 
one at Frinton-on-Sea on 18th December.

There were again no inland records in 2013, although one made it as far up the Thames as Barking 
Bay on 25th August.

Estimated monthly totals were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 -	 -	 2	 1	 3	 2	 1	 27	 62	 29	 1	 1

Long-tailed Skua  Stercorarius longicaudus    EBSIP
Very scarce autumn passage migrant. 	
The only confirmed record in 2012 was Frinton-on-Sea	
Adult	 11th September 	 PBr

Two other records were unsupported by descriptions.
A below average year. Figures for the last ten years are (average 6):

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Numbers			   1	 3	 8	 3	 1	 4	 15	 5	 2	 15

Observers are reminded that Long-tailed Skua is a rare bird in Essex and a description needs to be 
submitted to the County Recorder.
2012 EBR Addition – an immature at Canvey Pt, 23rd Sept, PBa, JSa, NC, the late DP, TB

Great Skua  Stercorarius skua
Late autumn passage migrant. Scarce at other times.
A below average year, with the lowest total reported since 2008. Estimated annual totals for the last 
ten years are (average 138):

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Numbers			   120	 222	 234	 153	 237	 98	 177	 34	 24	 142

	 There were just two records in January, both on 12th and assumed to relate to the same bird: 
Southend Pier and Thames Haven.

In the spring, just six were recorded in March and April (all singles): Frinton-on-Sea, 21st and 29th 
March, 25th April; Holland Haven, 4th April; Bradwell BO, 29th March; Gunners Pk, 3rd April.
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Unusually, there were two very late spring singles noted heading north off Frinton-on-Sea on 3rd 
and 8th June.

Autumn passage commenced with five off Southend Pier and one at Canvey Seafront on 24th 
August. The only double-figure counts during the autumn came from: Frinton-on-Sea, ten on 10th 
October; Canvey Pt, 11 on 25th August and 20 on 11th October.

There were five recorded in the second winter period all on 31st December: Frinton-on-Sea, two; 
Holland Haven; Clements Green Creek, S.  Woodham Ferrers and Canvey Seafront.

Monthly totals were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 1	 -	 3	 3	 -	 2	 -	 21	 10	 58	 17	 5

Puffin  Fractecula arctica    EBSIP
Very scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.
The only sightings this year were on 11th October, when one was seen at Frinton-on-Sea and two 
at Canvey Pt.

Previous annual totals for recent years have been:

		  2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	 2004	 2003	2002

Numbers	 3	 1-3	 2	 2	 1	 1	 4	 1	 0	 1	 1	 1

Razorbill  Alca torda    EBSIP
Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor.
A relatively poor year; the only record of more than one bird during the period January-March coming 
from Southend Pier, two on 15th January. The remaining records were of single birds at Canvey Pt on 
13th January and 11th March, Gunners Pk on 15th February, and Colne Pt on 16th February.

The last sightings of the spring concerned two at Frinton-on-Sea on 21st May and one at Holland 
Haven on 2nd June and the first bird in the autumn was at The Naze on 9th October.

Records were equally scarce at the close of the year.  Apart from two at Canvey Pt on 11th October 
the only sightings were from The Naze and Frinton-on-Sea, also on the above date and one in the 
latter locality on 30th December.

Little Auk  Alle alle
Scarce winter visitor, but subject to periodic influxes.
Another poor year as, apart from two at Frinton-on-Sea and seven at Canvey Pt, both on 11th 
October, the only records were of one in the former locality on 11th November and another at Deal 
Hall, Dengie on 15th November.

Guillemot  Uria aalge
Passage migrant and winter visitor.
There was a minor influx of apparently healthy birds into the Thames estuary in early January, 
perhaps, as in 2012, lured inshore by the Sprat shoals. Numbers peaked at eight at Canvey Pt on 7th 
January and 16 off Southend Pier on 13th. This was followed by a steady decline but up to three 
remained in both areas until 2nd March. Elsewhere, 15 flew south and seven north in 39 hours of 
watching at Frinton-on-Sea in January, including 14 on 20th, but the only other records were of 
three at Gunners Pk on 1st January and one on 12th; one at Holland Haven on 9th January, and one 
in Walton Backwaters on 19th March.

The last bird of the spring was seen at Frinton-on-Sea on 21st May and the first of the autumn in 
the same locality, and at Holland Haven, on 3rd September.

At Frinton-on-Sea there were monthly totals of six in October, eight in November and 55 in 
December, the last including 26 on 30th and 22 on 31st. Elsewhere, 1-2 were reported from a further 
three sites in September, three in October, two in November and six in December.

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   69 28/2/16   19:00:17



70   The essex bird report 2013

Monthly totals were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 50	 5	 11	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 10	 7	 11	 64

Little Tern  Sternula albifrons	 GB 50*  IN 190
Summer visitor and passage migrant; declining.
The first of the spring were four at Colne Pt on 27th April.

The only breeding records received were (2012 figures in brackets where known): Hamford Water, 
approximately 35 (30) pairs bred, success unknown; Colne Pt, 4-5 pairs, but all failed; St Osyth Stone, 
2-3 pairs, success unknown.

There were again no three-figure counts in 2013 and the only double-figure counts received were: 
Frinton-on-Sea, 11 on 21st May; Colne Pt, ten on 7th July; Cudmore Grove CP, 27 on 28th August; 
Bradwell; ten on 29th May and 12 on 9th June; Foulness, 12 on 25th August.

There were no records away from tidal waters, although the following were recorded far upstream: 
Stow Marsh, one on 1st September; Rainham, one on 25th August; Beckton, one on 3rd-4th October.

The last record for the autumn was two at E. Tilbury on 12th October.

Black Tern  Chlidonias niger	 IN 7,500
Regular passage migrant.
The first of the year were 40 at Hanningfield Res. on 25th April (the highest spring count since 50 at 
the same site on 13th May 2009) and two at Nazeing Meads on the same date. Spring passage was 
otherwise very light, with just 56 reported in total (30 in 2012); the other records coming from: 
Abberton Res. four on 6th and one on 19th May;  W. Mersea, one on 20th May; Hanningfield Res., two 
on 6th and two on 15th May; Canvey Pt, one on 23rd May; Russell Green GP, two on 6th June.

There were two mid-summer records: one at Thameside Nature Pk on June 27th, and another at 
Abberton Res. on 10th July.

The first of the autumn were four at Tilbury Power Station on 22nd July. Passage thereafter was 
dominated by large movements on 24th-25th August and 6th September, but was otherwise 
generally light. The most significant counts came from: Canvey Pt/Seafront, 219 on 24th and 94 on 
25th August, 187 on 6th September; Grays Foreshore, 45 on 24th August; Rainham, 30 on 25th 
August; Barking Bay, ten on 25th August; Hanningfield Res., ten on 24th, 12 on 25th and 13 on 29th 
August. (The count of 219 at Canvey Pt/Seafront on 24th August is the highest autumn count since 
308 at E. Tilbury on 23rd August 2009).

The last of the year was one at Stansted Airport Lagoons on 4th October.
Estimated monthly totals were:

		  Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov

Coastal		  -	 2	 1	 4	 347	 211	 1	 0
Inland		  42	 9	 2	 1	 12	 5	 1	 0
Total		  42	 11	 3	 5	 359	 216	 2	 0

White-winged Black Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus     EBSIP	 (51, 13, 64)
Very scarce passage migrant.
Hanningfield Res.      juvenile	 24th-25th August	 DA et al

This well-watched bird was the ninth to occur at Hanningfield Res., but the first at the site since an 
adult on 7th July 2000.  White-winged Black Tern is now almost annual in the county and the three 
most recent records prior to 2013 have all been in the second half of August and all from the Thames: 
Rainham, juveniles on 17th August 2010 and 26th August 2011 and E. Tilbury, an adult on 23rd 
August 2009.
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Sandwich Tern  Sterna sandvicensis	 GB 200  IN 1,700
Local summer visitor and passage migrant.
The first of the spring were singles at both Frinton-on-Sea and Canvey Pt on 10th March. Spring 
passage was very light, with the highest count being eight off Gunners Pk on 8th April.

Weekly figures were:

	 Mar				A    pr					     May

Week commencing	 5th	 12th	 19th	 26th	 2nd	 9th	 16th	 23rd	 30th	 7th	 14th	 21st	 28th
Week number	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22
Numbers	 3	 4	 -	 5	 13	 9	 11	 -	 9	 4	 12	 10	 20

	I n autumn, the highest counts were: Hamford Water/The Naze, 26 on 1st, 52 on 3rd, 89 on 10th, 
150 on 12th and 64 on 20th August, 51 on 7th, 40 on 8th and 20 on 13th September; Frinton-on-Sea, 
44 on 13th September; Holland Haven, 20 on 15th September; Canvey Is., 28 on 4th September.

Weekly figures for the main autumn passage period were:

	 Jul					A     ug				    Sep

Week commencing	 2nd	 9th	 16th	 23rd	 30th	 6th	 13th	 20th	 27th	 3rd	 10th	 17th	 24th
Week number	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31	 32	 33	 34	 35	 36	 37	 38	 39
Numbers	 6	 7	 22	 8	 58	 152	 1	 96	 33	 99	 152	 63	 68

	 The last of the year were two at Frinton-on-Sea, eight at Canvey Pt, and one at Gunners Pk, all on 
11th October.

There were five inland records: Abberton Res., one on 20th June; Boreham, two on 21st August; 
Hanningfield Res., two on 5th May; Canewdon, two on 8th August;  William Girling Res., one on  
31st July.

Estimated monthly figures were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 -	 -	 12	 33	 55	 45	 43	 322	 390	 37	 -	 -

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo	 GB 200  IN 1,800
Summer resident and passage migrant.
The first of the spring were two at Hanningfield Res. on the early date of 14th March. The earliest 
Essex record remains one at KGV Res., on 11th February 1933.

Breeding records came from (2012 figures in brackets where known): Stone Pt, The Naze, three 
(two); Daltes Lane GP, St Osyth, 13 (one); Abberton Res., 25 (none); Rat Is., ten; Heybridge GP, 30+ 
nests; Paglesham Lagoon, five; Two Tree Is., ten pairs attempted to nest but deserted the colony  
in July.

Three-figure counts came from: Old Hall, 155 at roost in Tollesbury Fleet on 5th September; 
Abberton Res., 100 on 28th May; Canvey Pt, 110 on 25th August and 100 on 6th September; E. 
Tilbury, 105 on 3rd August; Barking Bay, 100 on 24th August; Beckton, 101 on 25th August.

The last reports of the year were of singles at Old Hall on 2nd and Beckton on 3rd November.
2008 EBR Addition: A bird showing characteristics of ‘Portlandica’ type plumage was seen at 

Heybridge GP on July 7th (SDW).

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea	 GB 50    IN20,000
Passage migrant.
The first of the spring was a single at Raphael Pk, Romford on 12th April.  A very light spring passage 
followed, with an estimated 93 recorded (286 in 2012 and 102 in 2011) and only two double-figure 
counts: Frinton-on-Sea, ten on 11th June; Hanningfield Res., 19 on 19th April.  Weekly figures were:
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	A pr					     May				    Jun

Week commencing	 2nd	 9th	 16th	 23rd	 30th	 7th	 14th	 21st	 28th	 4th	 11th	 18th	 25th
Week number	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26
Numbers	 -	 14	 34	 5	 11	 15	 1	 -	 -	 -	 13	 -	 -

	I n autumn there were approximately 215 recorded (152 in 2012 and 257 in 2011). The majority 
were recorded on 24th-25th August, a day of notable passage up the Thames, with double-figure 
counts coming from: Canvey Seafront, 19 on 24th August; Grays Foreshore, 12 on 24th August; 
Rainham, 43 on 24th and 48 on 25th August; Barking Bay, 20 on 25th August; Beckton, 35 on 24th 
August.  Weekly figures for the main passage period (allowing for duplication from Thames sites on 
24th-25th August) were:

	A ug				    Sep				O    ct

Week commencing	 6th	 13th	 20th	 27th	 3rd	 10th	 17th	 24th	 1st	 8th	 15th	 22nd	 29th
Week number	 32	 33	 34	 35	 36	 37	 38	 39	 40	 41	 42	 43	 44
Numbers	 2	 3	 135	 2	 6	 2	 4	 24	 13	 20	 1	 1	 2

	 The last of the year was a single at Old Hall on 13th November (the latest ever recorded in the 
county was at Canvey on 20th November 1996).

Sabine’s Gull  Xema sabini    EBSIP
Scarce, almost annual visitor, mainly in autumn. 
An average year, with all records again coming from the Thames:
Rainham	 Four	 25th August	A Tw et al 
Barking Bay	A dult	 25th August	 PH	  
One further record was unsupported by a description.

 On the assumption that the Barking bird referred to above was one of the birds seen from Rainham, 
figures for the last ten years are (average 4-5):

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Numbers			   4 	 9	 2	 12	 10	 4	 2	 1	 2	 2

Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla	 IN 20,000
Winter visitor and passage migrant: a few usually during summer.
Numbers were generally low for much of the year, with a significant influx from mid-December 
onwards that continued into 2014.

There were no three-figure counts during January and February and the only double-figure counts 
came from: Frinton-on-Sea, 40 on 2nd January; Southend Pier, 30 on 12th January; Canvey Pt, 20 on 
1st January.

A light spring passage was noted in May: Frinton-on-Sea, one on 13th; 11 on 16th, 26 on 19th and 
six on 21st; Holland Haven, one on 6th; Canvey Pt, one on 20th; E. Tilbury, one on 11th; Rainham, one 
on 18th and four on 19th; Barking Bay, four on 19th; Beckton, four on 19th.

Midsummer records came from: Frinton-on-Sea, 19 on 4th, two on 5th, two on 6th and four on 8th 
June, singles on 1st, 25th and 29th July.

In autumn numbers were very low, with the only noteworthy count before mid-December being 
26 off Canvey Seafront on 21st November.  A strong southerly movement was noted from mid-
December, with records from many sites on the coast and three-figure counts coming from: Frinton 
on-Sea, 153 on 16th, 104 on 18th, 111 on 21st, 208 on 24th, 239 on 25th, 189 on 27th, 193 on 30th 
and 320 on 31st; Canvey Pt, 100 on 31st.
There were five inland records: Great Notley CP, one on 9th March; Hanningfield Res., one on 26th 
March; Russell Green GP, one on 15th March;  Wanstead Flats, singles on 25th March and 13th April.
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Estimated monthly figures were:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 130	 6	 70	 5	 52	 27	 3	 8	 3	 14	 41	 1,830

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus	 GB 22,000    IN 20,000
Abundant resident and passage migrant.
Breeding records of pairs received (2012 figures in brackets where known): Hamford Water, no 
count, but reported as no obvious change in numbers (3,000-3,500); Stone Pt, The Naze, 20 (45-55); 
Rat Is., R. Colne, 1,000 (1,500); Old Hall, 20 (187); Heybridge GP, 300+; Pewet Is., Bradwell-on-Sea, 
100+ (100+); Abberton Res., seven pairs, 13 chicks ringed; Blue House Fm, five nests on Round 
Marsh, one chick reared; Foulness, 12 (41); Paglesham Lagoon, 158 (144); Two Tree Is., one.

WeBS counts were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  12778	 7508	 12115	 3936	 21008	 6574	 5572	 7442
Stour Estuary		  502	 1100	 5102	 520	 2567	 861	 521	 560
Holland Marshes		  625	 500	 150	 170	 40	 95	 60	 130
Hamford Water		  753	 1018	 1321	NC	  1962	 904	 698	 971
Colne Estuary		  148	 180	 190	 185	 238	 532	 215	 250
Blackwater		  694	 325	 629	 682	 2619	 1022	 492	 194
Dengie		  85	 13	 0	 48	 1460	 219	 52	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  498	 195	 252	 102	 672	 66	 201	 376
Foulness/Thames		  8499	 3256	 3029	 1975	 10495	 2029	 1766	 3576
Lee Valley		  258	 501	 770	 34	 580	 323	 1258	 951
Hanningfield Res. 		  174	 250	 0	 0	 340	 56	 83	 362

	 Four-figure counts were reported as follows: Frinton-on-Sea, 1,315 on 7th April, 1,537 on 29th and 
1,035 on 30th August; Bradwell, 1,149 on 21st July, 1,034 on 25th August and 2,042 on 21st 
September; S.  Woodham Ferrers, 1,000 on 7th January;  Wat Tyler CP, 1,877 on 10th March; Rainham, 
3,000 on 17th December; Beckton, 2,200 on 14th July.

Little Gull  Hydrocoleus minutus	 GB 5*    IN 1,100
Regular passage migrant.
In the first winter, there was just one record: Southend Pier, one on 12th January.

Spring passage was prolonged, extending between 7th March (one at Rainham) and 4th June (one 
at Old Hall) with higher than average numbers (an estimated 190 birds passing through the county, 
compared to 95 in 2012 and 115 in 2011). Double-figure counts came from: Frinton-on-Sea, 13 on 
9th March; Gunners Pk, ten on 5th and 12 on 6th April; Southend Pier, 12 on 24th March; Canvey Pt, 
25 on 26th March; E. Tilbury, 24 on 24th March.

At least two moulting first-summer birds lingered at four nearby Thames sites during the summer 
(extreme dates given):  West Canvey Marshes, 9th June; Bowers Marsh, 18th May to 21st July; Vange 
Marsh, 16th June to 18th July;  Wat Tyler CP, 29th May to 7th June.

Autumn passage was again below average with an estimated 165 recorded in the period July-
October (ten year average is 225). There were only two double-figure counts: Canvey Pt/Canvey 
Seafront, 39 on 11th and 16 on 12th October.

In the second winter period all records were in November: Frinton-on-Sea, seven on 4th and three 
on 22nd; Holland Haven, three on 22nd; Old Hall, five on 13th; Canvey Seafront, three on 6th and 
four on 21st.

Estimated monthly totals were:
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		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 1	 -	 115	 65	 14	 2	 3	 21	 20	 120	 22	 -

Mediterranean Gull  Larus melanocephalus	 GB 18    IN 770
Increasing year round visitor. Breeds in small numbers.
Breeding records received were (2012 figures in brackets where known): Hamford Water, three (two) 
pairs; Pewit Is., Bradwell, two (ten); Bridgemarsh Is., R. Crouch, three (three).  A young bird on Wallasea 
Is., in July was almost certainly from this colony.

Double-figure counts away from the breeding sites came from: Frinton-on-Sea, ten on 20th, 16 on 
25th and ten on 26th September, 11 on 10th October, 19 on 4th November; Gt Leighs, 11 on 20th 
June; Foulness, ten on 25th August; Hampton Barns, 30 on 11th August; Bartonhall Creek, 16 on 26th 
July; Canewdon, 21 on 8th July; Paglesham Lagoon, 60 on 30th June, 28 on 5th July, 18 on 14th 
August;  Wakering Stairs, 70 on 29th June; Fleet Head, 40 on 29th June; Southend Seafront, 186 on 
28th July, 32 on 1st August, 12 on 5th September, 18 on 12th November; Southend Pier (monthly 
maxima), 37 on 13th January, 20 on 12th February, 11 on 1st March, 60 on 24th August, 30 on 30th 
September, 11 on 20th October; Sutton Road Cemetery, Southend, a maximum of 12 on 26th July; 
Canvey Pt, 26 on 11th October; Leigh-on-Sea, ten on 27th May.

The count of 186 on Southend Seafront on 28th July is the highest number ever recorded at a 
single site in the county (the previous highest was 144 at the same site on 29 July 2006).

Approximate monthly totals are given, based on maximum counts at each site:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 70	 40	 55	 75	 45	 175	 350	 155	 120	 105	 45	 35

Common Gull  Larus canus	 GB 7,000    IN 16,400
Common passage migrant and winter visitor.
No four-figure counts were reported in 2013 and the only three-figure counts received were as 
follows: Frinton-on-Sea, 165 on 7th April;  Wormingford, 400 on 18th February, 300 on 12th 
September and 300 on 30th October; Ridgewell, 200 on 12th August; Bradwell BO, 151 on 13th 
January, 102 on 13th April and 107 on 25th August; Coggeshall, 425 on 21st April; Harold Hill, 150 
on 1st February;  Wanstead Flats, 300 on 6th April and 400 on 18th November.

WeBS counts were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  2813	 1674	 2139	 233	 1605	 483	 680	 964
Stour Estuary		  71	 57	 1498	 42	 129	 42	 35	 152
Hamford Water		  21	 11	 12	NC	  8	 31	 32	 16
Colne Estuary		  17	 14	 26	 5	 5	 8	 8	 18
Blackwater Estuary		  76	 35	 244	 84	 48	 69	 29	 26
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  9	 19	 7	 6	 8	 12	 10	 11
Foulness/Thames		  2131	 1325	 133	 52	 1318	 276	 506	 569

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus	 GB 1,200 IN 10,200
Common passage migrant. Present all year. Breeds in increasing numbers.
Records of summering birds came from (2012 data in brackets): Hamford Water; approximately 500 
nests in a mixed colony of Lesser Black-backed and Herring Gulls (650); Clacton Railway Station, a 
few pairs holding territory, breeding not proven (a few pairs holding territory, breeding not proven); 
Rat Is., number of pairs not known, but all nests believed to have failed (all nests believed failed); 
Pewet Is., Bradwell-on-Sea, bred, 96 adults on 16 June, but success unknown (bred, but success 
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unknown); Braintree, five pairs, success unknown (five); Foulness, two pairs reared a single juvenile 
(five pairs reared four juveniles).

WeBS counts were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  239	 146	 545	 395	 331	 226	 153	 337
Stour Estuary		  9	 6	 42	 47	 45	 40	 23	 20
Holland Marshes		  3	 4	 10	 19	 3	 4	 2	 2
Hamford Water		  22	 13	 239	NC	  40	 17	 18	 13
Colne Estuary		  2	 1	 4	 7	 4	 8	 0	 1
Blackwater Estuary		  16	 23	 30	 76	 101	 54	 19	 16
Dengie		  1	 0	 0	 3	 5	 1	 1	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  3	 5	 6	 6	 15	 4	 3	 1
Foulness/Thames		  107	 13	 50	 117	 34	 60	 30	 156

The only significant non-WeBS count reported was of 218 north past Frinton-on-Sea on 24th March.

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus 	 GB 7,300    IN 10,200
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Present all year. Breeds in small numbers.
Records of summering pairs came from (2012 data in brackets): Hamford Water; approximately 50 
nests in a mixed colony of Lesser Black-backed and Herring Gulls (bred, numbers not known); 
Clacton Railway Station, c. 20 (20); Brightlingsea, four (three); Holland-on-Sea, a few pairs bred 
(bred, number not known); Rat Is., number of pairs not known, but all nests believed to have failed 
(numbers not known, believed failed); Foulness, nine, six juveniles (seven pairs, ten juveniles); 
Southend Town Centre, one pair reared three young.
WeBS counts were as follows:	

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  2327	 2364	 1910	 1264	 3221	 2055	 1620	 1988
Stour		  46	 82	 254	 89	 256	 47	 48	 52
Holland Marshes		  110	 25	 55	 245	 35	 125	 55	 240
Hamford Water		  109	 196	 350	NC	  105	 134	 109	 133
Colne Estuary		  137	 61	 131	 167	 43	 77	 60	 76
Blackwater Estuary		  70	 57	 115	 71	 175	 143	 111	 74

	 There were no significant non-WeBS counts reported in 2012.
Leucistic birds were reported from seven sites during the year, including two different ringed 

individuals. The regular occurrence of such birds is a very real potential identification pitfall for  
the unwary.

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis    EBSIP	 GB 11    IN 7,000
Late summer visitor to the R. Thames. Scarce elsewhere and at other times. 
Records were received from 31 localities (45 in 2012, 31 in 2011), the vast majority on or adjacent 
to the Thames. The main site remained the Thames foreshore in the E, Tilbury/Mucking area, with 
notable counts during the peak passage period from July to September including 89 on 13th and 
106 on 27th July, 117 on 3rd August and 49 on 7th September.

The only other site to record double-figure counts was Rainham, 11 on 3rd January, 12 on 5th April, 
13 on 14th and 17 on 18th June, 29 on 6th, 22 on 16th and ten on 27th July, ten on 3rd November 
and 15 on 30th December.

Approximate monthly totals are shown in the following table:

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   75 28/2/16   19:00:17



76   The essex bird report 2013

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 April	 May	 June	 July	 Aug	S ept	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Number	 20	 6	 8	 17	 7	 33	 145	 150	 69	 20	 22	 17
Sites	 9	 3	 6	 6	 5	 8	 7	 9	 10	 7	 9	 3

Caspian Gull  Larus cachinnans    EBSIP	 IN 7,000
Scarce, but increasing visitor. 
Many reports of this species were again received, with the vast majority from the Thames on or 
adjacent to the landfill sites at Pitsea and Rainham. Unfortunately, very few were supported with 
written descriptions, although photos were provided for some. These records are summarised, 
showing the monthly maximum at each site, as follows:
Month	 Rainham 	 Pitsea
January	 Six dates, two on 3rd, 19th, 	 Three dates, three on 5th,  
	 22nd and 24th	 19th and 26th
February	 Five dates, three on 21st and 22nd	 -
March	O ne on 17th	 Two dates, three on 2nd and 16th
April	 Three dates, three on 12th	 -
May	 -	 -
June	 Two on 14th	 -
July	 Two dates, three on 6th	 -
August	 -	 Two dates, two on 10th
September	 -	 -
October	 -	 -
November	 Two on 16th	 Four dates, five on 9th
December	 Two dates, two on 30th	 Three dates, four on 7th

	R ecords at other sites are listed below:
Beckton	A dult		  13th January		 GJ
Wat Tyler CP	 Second-winter	 19th-26th January	 Many observers
Bowers Marsh	A dult, first-winter 	 26th January		 JW 
	 and second winter	
Hanningfield Res.	A dult		  13th December	 DA
Beckton	A dult		  29th December	 GJ
Hanningfield Res.	A dult		  30th December	 DA

Mediterranean Gull E728 March and September, Clacton (Dr Simon Cox)
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	O bservers should be aware that Caspian Gull remains an EBSIP species and that written notes (a 
description from sites other than the Thames) and, where possible, photographs are to be submitted 
to the County Recorder in support of their records.

Iceland Gull  Larus glaucoides    EBSIP	 IN 2,000
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 
Just a single accepted record this year.
Rainham	A dult	 31st January	 JL
A return to more normal numbers after the significant influx in early 2012, with only one accepted 
record

Figures for the last ten years are (average five):

			   2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	 2004

Numbers		  1	 20	 4	 4	 2	 6	 -	 6	 4	 2

	 Six further records were unsupported by descriptions.

Thayer’s Gull  L.g.thayeri    BBRC	  (0, 1, 1)
Vagrant 		
2010 EBR Addition: 	 Pitsea	 one 	 9th November	 SAr
This record has been accepted by the 
BOURC and is the first record for the 
British mainland, there having been nine 
previous records in Ireland, including one 
in Northern Ireland. It breeds in the Arctic 
islands of Canada and winters primarily 
along the Pacific coast between southern 
Alaska and the Gulf of California. The 
BOU currently regards Thayer’s Gull as a 
sub-species of Iceland Gull. Some other 
authorities treat is as a valid species 
while others do not regard it even as a 
valid sub-species.

Glaucous Gull  Larus hyperboreus     EBSIP	 IN 10,000
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant. 
Another average year in the county with only three accepted records:
Beckton	 Second-winter	 13th January		 GJ 
Wat Tyler CP	 Juvenile	 13th-30th March	 Mo 
W. Canvey Marshes	A dult		  23rd-26th March	 Mo

A slight improvement over 2011 and 2012. The figures for the last ten years (average 3-4) are:

				    2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	2004

Numbers			   3	 2	 2	 4	 4	 7	 4	 3	 4	 2

Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus 	 GB 760    IN4,200
Winter visitor and passage migrant. Small non-breeding population in summer.
This species does not appear to have been regularly counted and reported in recent years, despite 
being a relatively common winter visitor. Observers are requested to submit more information, 
particularly counts. The only three-figure counts received were: Frinton-on-Sea, 162 flew south on 
11th September, 286 flew south on 5th November; Colne Pt, 200 on 23rd February.

Glaucous Gull, West Canvey Marsh, March  

(Alan Shearman)
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Mid-summer records of note came from: Bradwell BO, 12 on 21st July; Heybridge Basin, six on  
21st July.

A leucistic bird, a potential identification pitfall for the unwary, was at Bowers Marsh on 21st 
September. Presumably the same bird, a leucistic second-winter, colour-ringed bird was at nearby 
Pitsea Landfill Site on 21st December.
WeBS counts were as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

WeBS Totals		  455	 126	 194	 96	 582	 234	 387	 337
Stour Estuary		  8	 11	 13	 12	 38	 11	 5	 17
Holland Marshes		  10	 0	 3	 13	 0	 4	 0	 2
Hamford Water		  2	 4	 7	NC	  5	 32	 68	 3
Colne Estuary		  9	 1	 45	 25	 8	 11	 4	 3
Blackwater		  15	 10	 24	 3	 24	 34	 18	 13
Dengie		  7	 3	 0	 2	 18	 2	 1	 0
Crouch/Roach/Wallasea		  2	 1	 2	 0	 4	 1	 0	 2
Foulness/Thames		  383	 74	 83	 11	 433	 92	 278	 229

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia
Common and widespread resident.
There were no breeding records worthy of mention. The largest flocks at other seasons were as 
follows:  Westcliff-on-Sea, up to 150 in January-February and 187 in September; Rainham, a seriously 
impressive 1,054 on the landfill site on 20th September; Bowers Marsh, 92 on 18th December; 
Valentines Pk, Ilford, 150 on 29th December.

Stock Dove  Columba oenas
Resident and passage migrant.
Recorded during the spring and early summer (April-early July) from 104 sites, of which 46 were in 
the south of the County, 43 in the north and north-east, and 15 in the north-west. To a large extent 
this probably reflects observer coverage rather than actual distribution but breeding numbers have 
undoubtedly declined in the agricultural heartlands of Essex and reports from these areas would be 
welcome. Only 50 breeding pairs/territories or singing  were reported (from 18 of these 
localities), but they are likely to have nested in many others.  An estimate of 10+ pairs in the 
Braintree/Bocking area, nine on Foulness, and 6+ at Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe were the highest 
concentrations reported.

Reports of three-figure flocks during the early part of the year came from West Canvey Marsh, 136 
on 7th January;  Wallasea Is., a maximum of 370 on 19th January; Foulness, 125 on 13th January; 
Beachet Wood, LV, 150 on 20th February; Orsett Fen, 108 on 14th March.

There appears to have been a marked influx during October, first evident on Foulness, with 188 on 
20th, followed by 220 at Wigboro Wick Fm on 25th. On 30th, 551 flew south past Frinton-on-Sea 
and there were 400 at Colne Pt and 160 at Bradwell BO. This influx continued into November, three-
figure flocks being reported as follows: Old Hall, 190 on 2nd;  Wickford, 400 on 8th; Brook Fm, 
Upminster, 400 on 10th; Hampton Barns, 100+ on 10th; Rainham, 400 on 10th;  Wallasea Is., 400 on 
11th. In December, the only count of note was 108 at Holland Haven on 19th.

Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus
Abundant resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
An estimate of 50+ pairs in the Braintree/Bocking area was the only record that gave any indication 
of breeding numbers of this common and widespread species.
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This is one of the few species able to thrive on modern day intensively managed farmland and this 
is reflected by the number of large flocks reported to the Society from all areas of the County.

Gatherings of 500+ during the period January-April (most of them feeding in fields of oilseed rape) 
were reported as follows: January: Ranks Green, Braintree, 2,000 on 1st;  White Roding, 700 on  
3rd; Holland Haven, 500 on 4th and 670 on 11th; Bradwell BO, 600 on 9th; Mayland Creek, 1,000  
on 13th; Bradwell, nr Coggeshall, 1,600 on 25th. February: St Lawrence Bay, 1,000-1,400 on  
10th; Foulness, 711 on 10th; Rivenhall, 700 on 24th. March: Bradwell BO, 1,000 on 6th; Orsett Fen, 
1,058 on 14th; Gt Sampford, 1,300 on 27th.  April: Holland Haven, 825 on 14th; Foulness, 773  
on 14th.

There was a report of 870 at Bradwell BO on 21st September but the main arrival of continental 
birds took place in late October and early November. There were 1,400 at Leyton Flats on 30th 
October and 2,700 at Brook Fm, Upminster on 3rd November.  At Rainham, a count of 3,200, also on 
3rd November, was the forerunner of an astonishing southward migration, no less than 52,300 
being reported on the 6th followed by 9,746 on 7th, 27,000 on 8th, 15,630 on 9th; 16,865 on 10th, 
2,936 on 11th, 7,369 on 13th; 9,655 on 14th, and finally, 9,464 on 15th; a grand total of over 
150,000 birds in just under a fortnight. This movement was reflected elsewhere in the area, 21,000 
being seen in Mill Wood, Grays on 8th; 6,570 in Chafford and 2,000 on Wanstead Flats on 9th; 
10,400 at Brook Fm, Upminster, 1,200 in the Ingrebourne Valley, 3,500 at Leyton, and 1,100 on 
Walthamstow Marshes, all on 10th; 2,536 in the Mardyke Valley on 11th; 8,037 in Grays Cemetery 
on 14th, and 3,812 at Chafford on 15th. The 14,643 that moved south off Frinton-on-Sea during the 
month (including 12,496 on 10th) seems tame by comparison. Frinton apart, the north of the 
county seems to have largely missed out on this passage, the only reports of 500+ coming in 
November from Wivenhoe, 500 on 4th; Cobler’s Green, Braintree, 800 on 9th, and Boreham, 1,220 
on 15th.

Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto
Common resident.
This year the only report of more than a single breeding pair was an estimate of 50+ nesting pairs 
in the Braintree/Bocking area.

At other seasons flocks of 25+ birds were reported as follows: Ingatestone, 25 on 5th January; 
Bowers Gifford, 88 on 16th January; Rainham, 36 on 19th January and 30 on 30th March; Boreham, 
25 on 9th June; Bradwell BO, 28 on 25th August; Shrub End, Colchester, 50 on 19th October; Foulness, 
35 on 20th October; Hangmans Wood, Blackshots, 42 on 2nd November.

Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur
Summer resident and passage migrant. Red List species.
The number of territories or singing  remains at a very low level, reports being received of 56 
birds at 37 sites, (55 at 44 in 2012, 71 at 43 sites in 2011, 54 from 37 in 2010). Up to four pairs visited 
a garden at Boreham during the breeding season and two juveniles were seen on 3rd July, while as 
many as 15 were attracted to bird feeders in a garden at Weeley, situated alongside the Heath. On 
Foulness the number of breeding pairs fell again, to three pairs (four in 2012, eight in 2011, 18 in 
2010) All other reports referred to 1-2 pairs only apart from three singing  at both Fingringhoe 
Wick and Heybridge GP.

In total, there were reports from 88-100 localities during the summer (some observers use 
different names for the same site), of which 61 came from the north or north-east, 24 from the 
south, but only three from the north-west. This represents a dramatic decline from the 141 sites 
from which it was reported in 2012 but this species has all but disappeared from intensively farmed 
areas in the county.

The first bird of the year was seen at Boreham on 20th April and the last of the autumn at Wigboro 
Wick Fm on 2nd October.

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   79 28/2/16   19:00:21



80   The essex bird report 2013

Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus
Summer resident and passage migrant.
The 105 territories/singing  / pairs which 
were reported were slightly down on 2012 (111) 
but the number of sites was higher, 94 compared 
with 81. Of these, 40 reports came from both 
north-east and south Essex but only 14 from the 
north-west.  Additional records, without any 
indication of breeding activity mentioned by the 
observers, came from approximately 106 other 
sites during May and June, down from 131 last 
year. Three or more territories/singing  were 
only reported from the following sites (with 
2010 figures in brackets where available): 
Foulness 11 (16); Seventy Acres Lake/Fishers 
Green, LV, up to six birds at both sites in June; Rainham, four territories.

The first bird of the spring was at Toppesfield on 30th March but there were no further sightings 
until 14th April. Later in the season juveniles were seen at Rainham, 7th, 9th and 17th July and 15th 
August; Holland Haven, 20th July, 31st August and 2nd September; S.  Woodham, 13th August; Gt 
Stambridge, 21st August;  W. Canvey, 21st August; Gunners Pk, 26th-27th August; The Naze, 30th-
31st August; Abberton Res., 1st September; E. Tilbury, 7th September, and Blue House Fm, 12th 
September. The last bird of the year was at Hanningfield Res, on 28th September.

Records of the scarcer rufous (hepatic) morph females came from S.Woodham on 16th May and 
Brightlingsea on 21st May.

Barn Owl  Tyto alba
Local resident, primarily in low lying coastal areas.
In total 556 records involving at least 202 individuals were received from 184 sites (368 records of 
185 individuals at 111 sites in 2012, 329 records of 168 individuals at 109 sites in 2011, and 376 
records of 149 individuals at 108 sites in 2010). Some 31 breeding pairs were reported (48 in 2012, 
36 in 2011, 32 in 2010.). 

Initially this was a good year for this species with a good distribution around the county; particularly 
encouraging was the increase in records from mid Essex. However, the low number of breeding 
records is of concern and there was noticeable decrease in records in the second winter period.

This species has its stronghold in the coastal low-lying areas between the Blackwater and Stour 
estuaries in the northeast of the county, though numbers are increasing in the south-western 
portion of the county area, including a number of breeding records. It is still uncommon to the north 
of Stansted and west of Braintree.

During the year, 67 birds, of which 53 were chicks, were ringed. Fatalities included nine ringed birds, 
one of which was nearly twelve years old. In April five birds were found in the Tillingham area that 
had died of starvation. One injured bird was taken into care and later released. 

Outside the breeding season, records peaked in February, with 72 present (43 in January 2012, 44 
in January 2011, 36 in January 2010). Numbers dropped off sharply in the second winter period.

All sightings will be welcomed by the Recorders.

Little Owl  Athene noctua
Fairly common and widespread resident.
There were 210 records from 87 localities concerning 115 individuals (304 records of 147 from  
111 sites in 2012, 362 records of 209 from 129 sites in 2011, and 251 records of 161 from 106 sites 
in 2010).

Turtle Dove, Old Hall (John Davis)
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Some eight breeding records were 
submitted (15 in 2012, 25 in 20116 
in 2010). This may, however, be an 
underestimate as many observations 
are one-offs from observers.

This species appears to be declining 
in the county.  As indicated in previous 
years, observations were spread fairly 
evenly across the county except for 
the north-west where there are few 
records. 

Four individual birds were taken 
into care and successfully released.

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco
Common resident.
In total, 146 records were received from 92 sites concerning 95 individuals (164 records of 92 
individuals from 81 locations in 2012, 148 records of 120 individuals from 80 locations in 2011, and 
135 records of 119 individuals from 85 locations in 2010). There were at least five other records of 
birds holding territories where breeding was not proven.

Breeding behaviour was noted at nine locations (ten pairs in 2012, 34 pairs in 2011, and 14 pairs 
in 2010), making 2013 a poor year for this species in terms of breeding records. This was another 
poor year for this species and the decline suggested in 2012 looks to be a reality. The lower valley of 
the Colne appears to be one area where this species is doing best.

Six birds were taken into care, the majority of which were the result of vehicle collisions.  All were 
successfully released into the wild.

All records are welcomed and hopefully this will clarify the status of this species. Tawny Owls can 
breed very early and young may have fledged by the beginning of March. It is possible to start 
recording territorial birds as early as the New Year. Observers are encouraged to record birds holding 
territory, even if breeding is not proved, to allow the most complete picture of the species’ status to 
be given. 

Long-eared Owl  Asio otus
Scarce resident, regular passage 
migrant and winter visitor. 
There were 30 records from 16 
locations concerning 18 birds 
(records of 13 individuals from ten 
locations in 2012, 12 individuals 
from five locations in 2011, and 19 
individuals from 11 locations in 
2010). There was only one breeding 
record (one in 2012, one in 2011, 
three in 2010 and two in 2009)  
and that came from the north of  
the County.

There was no evidence of a winter 
roost anywhere in the county, though 
two birds were seen at East 
Hanningfield between 4th January 
and 18th February.

 Little Owls, Broomfield (John Davis)

Long-eared Owl  (Sean Nixon)
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Apart from a single bird heard calling in Lower Kirby on 2nd September, there were no other 
records in the second winter period.

Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus
Rare breeder, coastal passage migrant and winter visitor.
In total, 190 records from 50 locations were received concerning 74 individuals (612 records of 222 
individuals from 98 locations in 2012, 351 records of 162 individuals from 72 locations in 2011,  
and 127 records of 47 individuals from 27 locations in 2010). The majority of records came from 
coastal areas.

Yet again a pair bred in the county, at a different location to that of 2012. The success or otherwise 
of this pair is unknown. Outside the breeding season, the monthly maxima were:

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

2013 Total	 21	 25	 19	 15	 2	 -	 16	 12	 11
2012 Total	 83	 66	 75	 67	 41	 16	 36	 25	 16
2011 Total	 3	 8	 9	 16	 1	 8	 70	 73	 89
2010 Total 	 8	 3	 4	 7	 1	 11	 19	 20	 7
2009 Total	 14	 6	 11	 12	 1	 1	 5	 2	 7

	A s there had been no major influx in autumn 2012, the numbers in the first winter period were low 
and remained at moderate numbers through the year. The highest count was of six on Wallasea Is., 
on 23rd January. No more than two birds were seen at any other location. The second winter period 
showed low numbers of birds, well short of the 2012 totals. Four birds on Foulness on 15th and 16th 
December was the highest count.

What were probably the first returning migrants appeared on 10th October when four birds were 
seen offshore from Frinton-on-Sea heading S-SW. Migrants arrived in small numbers through the 
autumn but there was no obvious influx. 

Swift  Apus apus
Common summer resident and passage migrant
Only a small number of possible/probable breeding reports were received with only one exceeding 
five pairs and mostly less. The exception was a record of 18 pairs in Braintree and Bocking. The other 
records were widely distributed from Audley End/Saffron Walden in the north-west to Westcliff  
in the south-east with Writtle in the centre. Further reports were from Orsett, Grays,  Ashen and 
Colchester. The difficulties in establishing breeding are well appreciated but all evidence would  
be welcome.

The first sighting of the year was on 14th April at Rainham and the final one on 11th October at 
East Tilbury. Neither date is exceptional.

Six reports of 1,000 or more birds came from the usual haunts: 1,000 at Abberton Res. on 15th and 
28th May; 1,000 at Hanningfield Res. on 15th May and 13th June; 1,000 at the KGV Res. on 23rd 
May and 1,400 at Rainham on 6th August.  Additionally regular passage observations at Frinton-on-
Sea yielded one particularly large count, 1,014 on 24th June.

Hoopoe  Upupa epops    EBSIP	
Scarce spring and autumn passage migrant
Holland Haven	 one	 10th June	 Details received

Bee-eater  Merops apiaster    EBSIP	  (43, 13, 56)
Very rare summer visitor and passage migrant
St Osyth 	 6-8	 11th May 	 Details received 
Colne Pt	 nine	 12th May	 Details received

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   82 28/2/16   19:00:23



Systematic list 2013  83

These two records undoubtedly refer to the same flock. Surprisingly, it is not the largest group to 
have been seen in the County, that accolade goes to the 12-15 seen at nearby Great Holland in 
August 1997.

Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis
Resident and passage migrant
Reports were received of possible/probable breeding of 13 pairs at 11 locations.  While the increase 
over 2012 (nine from eight) is welcome, some caution needs to be exercised because the evidence 
in some cases is limited to the presence of a pair in a suitable location in the right period. The first 
winter period saw 87 records from 49 localities (70 from 60 in 2012) and the second winter period 
saw 189 records from 63 localities (51 from 45).

What is striking is the massive increase in the number of reports for the second period. Closer 
analysis suggests however that a significant factor is the increased observation and reporting of the 
same birds in the same location and on adjacent days.  Although the locality figure is disappointing, 
the same trend is detectable from the first winter figure (more reports, fewer locations). National 
figures over recent years (eg BBS) indicate a decline in Kingfisher numbers and the same appears 
clear for Essex in particular.  All records would be appreciated.

The highest individual counts were of four each at Writtle on 31st March and 13th April, Braintree 
on 30th June and Belhus Woods on 19th November.

Wryneck  Jynx torquilla    EBSIP
Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in autumn
All records are given (two sightings were of multiples):
The Naze	 25th August			   DJR 
Frinton-on-Sea	 25th-29th August 	 two	 PBr 
Holland Haven	 26th-30th August	 2-3	 Haven Website 
Old Hall	 27th-31st August		C  JM-G et al
South Woodham Ferrers 	 27th August			A   She 
Two Tree Is.	 29th August			   mo 
Abberton Res.	 30th August			   EH 
Richmonds Green, Thaxted 	 31st August			   EL 
Wanstead Flats	 3rd-9th September		  mo 
Weeley	 6th September			   DN per SC 
West Canvey Marshes	 9th September			   MCr, TB, MO

All records are in the expected period with no spring occurrences this time.  After a disappointing 
2012 this represents an excellent set of observations.  While some duplication is possible, the 
bumper year of 2010 has been surpassed. Two points of particular note: one or two birds were 
variously recorded at Holland Haven on every day bar one between 26th and 30th August Secondly, 
away from the more obvious hotspots, a bird was seen once again deep in the north-west Essex 
countryside near Thaxted, recalling the history of 2003-07 and 2011.

Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis
Resident
With 2,200 records in the database this year (circa 2,000 in 2012) and notwithstanding the inevitable 
duplication, there is no shortage of the species in Essex. In contrast the information on breeding is 
sparse. Extrapolating from the evidence available a total of 96 territories was reported from 40 
localities (127 from 56 in 2012). Gaps in reporting appear to be the major contributory factor. For a 
resident species the number of sightings is difficult to reconcile with the breeding reports and there 
are numerous examples of multiple sightings without commentary on breeding.  Also, no reports are 
received at all from previously known strongholds. Despite the breeding figures, there is no current 
reason to question whether the species remains well established in the county.
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Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major
Resident and scarce passage migrant
A minimum of 83 pairs/territories was reported from 49 localities (112 from 75 in 2012). The overall 
number of reports (circa 1,570) was also down by some 10% from the previous year. The evidence 
points to under-reporting.  While lower than 2012, the number of reports is still substantially above 
the total received in 2011 (circa 1,000).  Also as with the previous species, reports from known 
strongholds are noticeably absent and affirmation of possible/ probable breeding does not 
accompany many multiple sightings.

Any information that reporters can provide on breeding would be appreciated. 	

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor
Scarce resident. 
No firm evidence of breeding was forthcoming this year. From reports of pairs seen and drumming 
activity, possible breeding occurred in six locations (ten in 2012). Overall 81 reports were received 
from 29 localities (145 from 40 in 2012). 44 of the reports were from just four locations: Shut Heath 
Wood, Langdon Hills, Belhus Woods CP and Hockley Woods. The evidence appears unequivocal. 
There is not much more than a handful of this species in Essex and multiple reports are received for 
the same birds from well-watched sites. Most of the other sites included in the total yielded just one 
or two sightings in the year. There is national concern about the on-going decline in the species and 
this trend is mirrored in Essex. The status could move beyond scarce.

A maximum of two birds were seen at any one time in three locations. Unsurprisingly these were 
three of the four highlighted above. Given this depressing picture reporters are encouraged to supply 
any records they have.

Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 
 Widespread but declining resident with some seasonal movement.
Breeding was confirmed for 28 pairs at 19 sites (64 from 56 in 2012), the largest concentration being 
six sites on Foulness (five in 2012). Fledging was reported from seven nests. In addition a further 15 
pairs were reported at 12 additional sites in the breeding season (April/July) without confirmation 
of breeding. The reduction in confirmed breeding is striking: the hope must be that it reflects observer 
coverage rather than a genuine decline.

Reported observations also decreased but only slightly, to 1,673 (1,750 in 2012). The only site to 
report double-figure counts was Foulness, where the highest count was again of 14, during WeBS 
counts on 25th August, 22nd September and 20th October. 

Merlin  Falco columbarius
Increasing winter visitor and passage migrant. Red list species.
The number of observations during the year – 244 – was very similar to the figure in 2012 (250) but 
from only 44 sites, down from 60.  All 2013 records were of one or two birds, although at least three 
individuals were seen at Old Hall in February (an adult , an adult  and an immature ). 

There were no records in May-July, the last of the spring coming from Blue House Fm on 24th April 
and the first of the autumn from Fingringhoe on 18th August. 

There was a strong showing inland, particularly in February, when there were singles at Marks Tey 
and West Bergholt (conceivably the same bird at both sites) on 4th, at Gt Dunmow on 9th and at 
Rochford on 25th, along with a  which had the temerity to take a Goldfinch in the Editor’s garden 
at Ingatestone on 8th! These were followed by sightings of single birds at Abberton Res. on 6th and 
13th March and 2nd and 6th April. In November there was a  at Walthamstow Filter Beds on 6th 
and one at Colchester (The Moors) on 9th and in December one at Fishers Green on 13th, a  at 
Chadwell St Mary on 19th and one east of Gt Horkesley on 31st.

An interesting record concerned an injured  taken into care at Wigboro Wick Fm on 12th January 
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and eventually released at the same site after recovery over nine months later on 23rd October. In 
the hand it was found to be of the Icelandic race.

Estimated monthly totals are given below.  As usual the number of birds is difficult to judge. 
Individuals clearly range widely: for example during the year one bird was seen crossing the 
Blackwater Estuary from Bradwell to Old Hall, another was watched flying north across the mouth 
of the R. Crouch from Foulness to Holliwell Pt. and a  seen at Abberton Res. on 7th December could 
well have been the same bird as the  seen at Old Hall on the same day (these being the only 
record(s) of a  in that month). The following totals therefore attempt to allow for some duplication 
between sites, as well as assuming that, at any given site, only one bird was involved in all of the 
month’s sightings unless proved otherwise:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	 12	 16	 10	 6	 0	 0	 0	 2	 3	 14	 14	 17
Locations	 18	 17	 11	 6	 0	 0	 0	 2	 3	 13	 18	 20

Hobby  Falco subbuteo 
Uncommon breeder but widespread summer visitor and passage migrant.
Breeding was confirmed from eight sites, while records suggestive of local breeding involved 
courtship display at one site and a total of five pairs present in the breeding season at four additional 
locations. The table below uses the same pair numberings as EBR 2012 and shows the status in 2013 
of the pairs listed for the previous year plus 2013 additions:

Pair one	 Established	 Present but no evidence of breeding 
Pair two	 Established	O ne juvenile fledged 
Pair three	R e-established	O ne pair seen feeding two juveniles
Pair four	 Established	 Two juveniles fledged
Pair five	 Established	N o information received
Pair six	 Established	 Probably two pairs present in the area  
		  but no proof of breeding
Pair seven	 Established	O ne juvenile seen in nest tree
Pair eight 	R e-established	A dult seen feeding two juveniles
Pair nine 	 Established	 Pair present in May but no evidence of breeding.  
		  Single bird present at nearby site.
Pair 10	R e-established in 2012	N o information received
Pair 11 	 First reported in 2012	N o reports received in 2013
Pair 12	 First reported in 2012	N o reports received in 2013
Pair 13	 First reported in 2012	O ne juvenile seen
Pair 14	 First reported in 2012	 Scattered reports in April/June  
		  but no evidence of breeding
Pair 15	 First reported in 2012	 Pair present May/July but no evidence of breeding
Pair 16	 First reported in 2012	N ot covered in 2013 because of observer illness.  
		A   pair had bred in the area for five years previously.
Pair 17	N ewly reported	 Pair in courtship display on one day in early June
Pair 18	N ewly reported	 Pair seen with four well-grown chicks
Pair 19	N ewly reported	O ne pair nested

	A part from these breeding records, birds were seen between mid-June and the end of July at no 
fewer than additional 61 sites. Given that passage should then be at a minimum, it is striking that 
this mid-summer site total was only just short of that for the peak migration month of May and 
above that for the autumn peak month of September.  At all but seven of these mid-summer sites 
just single birds were seen, possibly suggesting that the species was widespread in the county as a 
non-breeder but perhaps, given its secretive nature during the breeding season, also holding out 

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   85 28/2/16   19:00:23



86   The essex bird report 2013

hope that actual breeding numbers were considerably higher than those set out above.
The first record of the spring was an exceptionally early bird over Colchester on 21st March, 

equalling the record for the earliest first set in 2011. The next was at Leigh-on-Sea on 6th April, with 
no more until one at Writtle on 14th April. The highest spring counts all came from Rainham, where 
in May there were ten on 16th, 20 on 19th and 12 on 26th, no other site recording more than six. 
The peak count during the return passage in August and September was 17 at Hanningfield Res. on 
24th September, the next highest being of nine at Rainham on 3rd September. The last record was 
of a juvenile at Grays on 27th October.

The volume of records, often from neighbouring sites, makes totals impossible to assess accurately. 
The species continues to be widely reported, with 708 records from 156 sites (740 from 176 in 
2012). The following totals make no allowance for duplication between sites but (by way of 
counterbalance) assume that, at any given site, the same birds lingered all month unless the pattern 
of records for that site clearly indicates otherwise:

		  Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct

Numbers		  1	 31	 159	 86	 50	 78	 130	 5
Locations		  1	 19	 66	 53	 42	 52	 55	 5

Peregrine  Falco peregrinus 
Uncommon but increasing winter visitor, passage migrant and breeding resident; first bred 
1998.
The species maintains its status as a breeding bird within the county and breeding success was 
slightly improved, although the total number of pairs fell for the second year in succession. Pairs 
were observed at eight sites (nine in 2012).  At the ninth site from 2012, the tiercel had been killed 
by flying into a fence. Breeding was successful at five sites, 12 juveniles being fledged in total. Of the 
remaining pairs, one failed and two summered but did not breed. 

The high level of observations continued, with 1,002 records (1,118 in 2012). While most obser
vations were of one or two birds, nine were of 3-4 and, at Rainham, no fewer than seven individuals 
were seen on 2nd January, with five there on 8th November.

Rainham also produced the most dramatic sighting of the year when, on 9th December, a semi-
resident  was seen to chase and kill a ringed juvenile  which was unwise enough to stray across 
from Kent. The  settled on a pylon to eat her prey and the ringed leg was seen to fall but, despite a 
search the next day, could not be retrieved.

As usual, most inland sightings came from the major reservoirs and the Lee Valley. The species was 
reported from a further 34 inland locations but only five of these were more than ten miles from the 
nearest tidal water.

It is known that some birds roam widely when hunting. For example birds are frequently seen 
crossing the Blackwater Estuary between the Dengie and Tollesbury/Old Hall/West Mersea. This 
makes it very difficult to estimate, with any accuracy, the number of non-breeders. The following 
table gives estimated monthly minima of birds, including those seen near the possible and probable 
breeding sites during summer months. 

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	 May	 Jun	 Jul	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers	  50	  31	  33	  34	  19	  14	 22	  26	  30	  27	  36	  35
Locations	  40	  31	  30	  31	  20	  11	 18	  25	  28	  25	  28	  39

Ring-necked Parakeet  Psittacula krameri
Scarce but increasing resident and visitor. First confirmed breeding in 2004.
Confirmed breeding was reported from the Mardyke Valley between Stifford and Aveley, five broods 
totalling 12 juveniles; Belhus Woods CP, a pair with two juveniles; Orsett Fen, two pairs at nest holes, 
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at least one of which bred successfully, rearing two young. In addition, 2-3 pairs were seen at nest-
holes in Hangman’s Wood, Blackshots but there was no proof of breeding. One or more birds were 
seen at a further 17 sites during the period May-July, which suggests that this species is continuing 
to consolidate its presence in south-west Essex. 

During 2013 reports were received from 59 different sites, much the same as in the previous 
year.  Almost all came from the south-west, but with a few elsewhere along the Thames estuary as 
far east as Southend, and single birds at Weald Pk, Langdon Plotlands, Maldon, and in the north-west 
at Clavering.

The highest numbers this year came from Leyton during the autumn, 250 on 29th September 
increasing to 450 on 9th November, 500 on 24th November and an impressive 650 on 14th 
December.  At Rainham, there were up to 140 in January, 152 in November and 160 in December 
while a roost of 150 was reported at Walthamstow on 14th November. The December count at 
Leyton eclipses the previous highest count of 185, recorded at Rainham in 2012. Oh, joy! These 
congregations are all likely to involve birds flying to, or from, established breeding areas in Kent. 

Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus    EBSIP
Very scarce passage migrant and summer visitor. Has bred.
Abberton Res.	 17th July	 male	
There were three in 2011, but 2007, 2009 and 2012 were all blank years. The vast majority of records 
occur from April to June, and the record of a bird singing briefly in mid-July from the Layer Breton 
causeway at Abberton Res. was extremely unusual. It is tempting to wonder whether this could have 
been a roving unpaired male rather than a passage migrant.

Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio    EBSIP
Uncommon passage migrant, mainly in autumn.
Bradwell BO	 28th August-5th September	 juv	 DLo et al. 
The Naze	 28th August-15th September	 juv	 Photo ID 
Bowers Marsh	 31st August-8th September	 juv	 Photo ID 
West Canvey Marshes	 9th-16th September		  juv Photo ID

At least four different birds were thought to be involved, with plumage features suggesting that the 
birds at Bowers Marsh and West Canvey Marshes were different in spite of the proximity of the two 
sites and the coincidence of the dates. This is the best year since four were recorded in 2007. There 
is a possibility that the records from The Naze relate to two birds bringing the total to five, but it has 
been assumed that the juvenile seen by Brian Meadows at Sunny Point undercliff on 28th August 
relocated to the John Weston reserve on 29th, where it was re-found by Simon Cox, subsequently 
staying for over two weeks. The extended stay of 19 days of the Naze birds was six days short of the 
county record, a juvenile at Holland Haven from 27th August to 20th September 1995.

Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor    EBSIP
Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor.
Colne Pt	 12th October	 one	C SB 
Old Hall	 14th-15th October	 one	 BC, CJM-G 
Frinton-on-Sea	 15th October	 one	 PBr 
Abberton Res.	 29th October	 one	 Photo ID

This year continues the good recent run for this species, being the third in succession with four or 
more records. However, unlike in 2012, there were no long staying birds, with the Frinton-on-Sea 
bird being even briefer than the others as it was recorded flying in off the sea and did not stop.

Footnote: A ‘grey shrike sp’. seen at Paglesham Lagoon on 12th September was considered by the 
observer to be Great Grey but the ID Panel was of the opinion that Lesser Grey Shrike could not be 
ruled out.
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Magpie  Pica pica
Common resident.
This common species is under-reported, and 
breeding counts came from just five sites: 
Foulness, five pairs; Braintree and Bocking 
area, 40+ (30+ in 2012); Langdon Plotlands, 
11; Mardyke Valley, six; Belhus Woods, six.

This species is not commonly recorded on 
passage, so a record of three flying south 
high over the sea at Frinton-on-Sea on 13th 
April was unusual.

Counts of 30+ birds were received from 
just nine sites, in comparison to 17 sites in 
2012. This could suggest a drop in numbers, 
but it could also reflect reduced recording 
effort. Six of the nine sites recorded counts 
of 40+: Foulness, 52 on 15th December; 
Mardyke, 50 on 7th April; Roding Valley NR, 
72 on 10th March; Epping Forest, Strawberry 
Hill Ponds, 59 on 24th February;  Waterworks 
NR, 60 on 25th November; Leyton, Oliver 
Road/Orient Way area, 40 on 1st December.

Jay  Garrulus glandarius
Common resident and occasional passage migrant.
Although Jay is widespread in the county, as with Magpie, breeding continues to be under-reported.   
A minimum of 33 pairs from 11 sites, included five sites with three or more pairs: Hockley Woods, 
six; Braintree and Bocking area, 5+ (5+ in 2012); Langdon Plotlands, six (eight); Ingatestone, four; 
Belhus Woods, five.  An interesting record at Two Tree Is. on 28th July involved an extremely tame 
immature coming to people’s feet wanting food; it was picked up from the path and moved into the 
adjacent scrub.

In contrast to 2012, there was hardly any passage movement observed. In spring, single figure 
visible migration counts came from Bradwell BO and Colne Pt in May and Frinton-on-Sea in June.   
A count of 20 at Foulness on 5th May could also have involved birds on passage. Unusually, in 
autumn, no coastal movements were noted at all. Four birds over Wormingfield airfield on 30th 
October were thought to possibly be on passage.

Three other double-figure counts were received: South Woodham Ferrers, 11 on 19th April; 
Langdon Plotlands, ten on 4th December; Mardyke Valley, 12 on 22nd July including five juveniles.

British Jays are thought to be highly sedentary, and a bird killed by a Sparrowhawk at Wat Tyler CP 
on 28th March fitted this pattern. It had been ringed at the same site on 5th June 2010.

Jackdaw  Corvus monedula
Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Breeding was reported from 16 sites, but the majority of reports related to single pairs. Five sites 
recorded counts of three or more pairs (2012 counts in brackets): Foulness, 11 (12); Braintree and 
Bocking area, 40+ (30+); Hangman’s Wood, Blackshots, four; Mardyke Valley, Stifford to Aveley, 13 
(11); Nazeing, 10+.

Red-backed Shrike, Canvey, September 
(Reston Kilgour)
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Notable roost or pre-roost counts were received from four sites: Alresford Mill, 1,000 on 15th 
December; Essex Stour near Flatford 400+ on 26th August; Clay Tye Woods, c.700 in both winters; 
Bedfords Pk, c.800 on 3rd December.  A ‘large roost’ was also reported on BirdTrack near Terling Hall 
on 1st January but no count was made.

The biggest migration counts came from Frinton-on-Sea in March: 42 north on 20th and 22 
north on 26th. In autumn, the only passage movement at this site was of just four birds, which flew 
south on 30th October. No significant movement was reported from other coastal sites.

Three- figure counts were received from a further 15 sites, five of which were over 200:  Wivenhoe, 
200 on 2nd July; Chrishall Grange, 261 on 22nd March;  Writtle, 500 on 19th January; Lee Valley, 
Holyfield Hall Fm, 400 on 30th January and 26th July., 250 on 28th February and 13th November.

‘Nordic’ Jackdaw  C. m. monedula    BBRC
Vagrant.
A bird showing characters of C.m.monedula (‘Nordic’ or Western Jackdaw) was seen at the 
University of Essex on 8th February and 20th November (SN). One or more birds showing characters 
of this race have now been recorded for six successive winters.

As they have not been considered to be definitely of this race, they have not been submitted  
to BBRC for consideration and have been published to alert observers to the possibility of this  
race occurring.

Rook  Corvus frugilegus
Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
A minimum of 281 nests was counted at 11 rookeries, three of which held 30 or more nests: St. 
Osyth Priory, c.125 (c.125 in 2012); Leaden Roding east, c40; Leaden Roding west, c35.  An 
additional 75+ nests were counted at ‘several small rookeries’ in the Braintree and Bocking area, 
and breeding was confirmed at three other sites, including near Clay Tye Road, Upminster, where a 
count of 130 on 9th July included c.75 juveniles.

Four roost counts were received:  Alresford Mill, 400 on 15th December; Essex Stour near Flatford, 
300 on 26th August; Bedfords Pk, 200 coming in from the north on 3rd December; Clay Tye Woods, 
c.600 on 18th November and 15th December.

No significant passage movement was noted at coastal sites. Inland, a count of 110 at White 
Roding on 11th September contrasted with counts of 5-30 during the rest of the year.

Counts of 300+ occurred at a further four sites, with the maximum counts for each site being: 
Stour Valley, 300 on 15th December; Paglesham, 389 on 26th July; Blue House Fm, 900 on 15th 
August; Stow Marsh, 600 on 21st July.

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone
Common resident and migrant.
As usual, there were few breeding reports of this common and widespread species, with breeding 
being confirmed from just seven sites, and counts coming from only three sites: Foulness, seven 
pairs (ten in 2012); Bradwell BO, three; Braintree/Bocking area, 10+ pairs (‘stable’).

Spring passage movement at Frinton-on-Sea was lower than in 2012, with nine birds counted  
in March and 24 in April. In autumn, just two passage birds were observed in October and four  
in November.

Thirteen sites recorded counts of over 100, mostly in south-west Essex: Essex Stour near Flatford, 
c.100 on 26th August;  Writtle, 100 on 19th January; Boreham, 117 on 30th August; Eastwood 
Sewage Works, 184 on 9th February; South Woodham Ferrers, 100 on 22nd May; Stow Marsh,  
180 on 28th April; Bowers Marsh, 120 on 13th July; Langdon Hills, 100+ on 24th February; Lee 
Valley, Holyfield Hall Fm, 400 on 30th January; Bedfords Pk, 100 on 1st January; Leyton, Oliver 
Road/Orient Way area, 130 on 21st April; Orsett Fen, 144 on 1st December; Rainham tip, 300 on 
6th May.
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Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix    EBSIP
Rare visitor.
Frinton-on-Sea	 7th November	 one	 PBr
Flying high south. The last Essex record of this species was seen at the same site and by the same 
observer, on 24th April 2011.

Raven  Corvus corax    EBSIP	  (18, 21, 39)
Rare visitor. 
Holyfield Hall Fm	 28th February	 one	 MDD 
Rainham	 18th March	 one	 HV 
Rainham	 21st March	 two	K MJ	 
Ongar Pk Wood	 31st March	 one	 PS 
Old Hall Fm, Tollesbury	 22nd April	 two	 BJ 
Highams Pk	 25th May	 one	A D 
Rainham	 26th May	 one	 JA 
Rainham	 19th September	 two	 HV et al 
Belhus Woods	 22nd September	 one	R B 
Galleyhill Wood	 5th November	 two	 SP 
Stansted Airport lagoons	 20th December	 one	C W 
Galleyhill Wood	 22nd December	 two	A H
The LNHS have removed this species from those needing descriptions but notes are still required for 
those seen elsewhere in Essex, where it remains a scarce visitor. Five reports have been excluded as 
they were unsupported by descriptions.

Goldcrest  Regulus regulus
Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
A minimum of 35 singing  /territories was reported from 29 sites (58 from 36 in 2012). No report 
was received from Friday Wood (11 singing /territories in 2012) and only one site recorded a 
count of three or more: Braintree/Bocking. 5+ pairs (5+ in 2012).

In January and February, at least 272 birds were observed at 104 sites (192 at 86 in 2012). The 
highest count was 15 at Wanstead Pk on 15th February, with four other sites recording counts of 
seven or more: Bishops Woods, ten on 1st January; Hockley Woods, eight on 23rd and 28th January, 
Copford SF, seven on 7th February; Dagnam Pk, seven on 9th January.  A maximum count of six was 
recorded at a further nine sites.

Spring coastal passage was light, with a small peak during 9th-15th April, when birds were recorded 
at ten sites, including seven at Frinton-on-Sea on 9th and eight at The Naze on 14th. Inland, counts 
of eight at Hanningfield Res. on 22nd March, c. seven at Writtle on 31st March and 12 at Sewardstone 
Marsh, also on 31st, could possibly have related to early passage movement.

Autumn passage was also light, with records from just three coastal sites in the last week of 
September, and records coming from just six coastal sites in October, with the peak occurring in  
the middle of the month including six at Frinton-on-Sea on 18th and seven at The Naze on the 19th. 
This was reflected by a low number of inland records, with just 21+ birds reported at 11 sites in 
September (62 at 19 in 2012) and 29 at 14 sites in October (215 at 47 in 2012). No double- figure 
counts were received.

Numbers increased slightly in November and December, when 102+ were observed at 46 sites,  
all counts being of 1-6 birds apart from nine at Wanstead Pk on 17th November. However, these 
totals were low in comparison to 2012 (226+ birds at 46 sites in November and 153 at 39 sites  
in December).
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Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla
Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor: breeds occasionally.
There were again no confirmed breeding records.  A singing  was heard giving ‘plastic song’ at 
Snaresbrook Crown Court on 9th April, where one was later observed on 28th May. Other singing  

s were at Langdon Hills on 17th May and Halstead on 10th June. Elsewhere, a male was also seen 
at a former breeding site at Copped Hall Warren on 14th May, and one was at Crockleford Heath on 
28th May.

Reports came from 11 sites in January (eight in 2012) and seven in February, with the only  
long-staying birds being in Metropolitan Essex, with two being recorded at Bedfords Pk, Wanstead 
Pk, and Snaresbrook Crown Court throughout that period and three at Middlesex Filter Beds on  
12th February.

Following a bird at Blue House Fm on 14th and 20th March, the first coastal spring passage bird 
was at Bradwell BO on 24th March, but an influx on 13th-14th April saw records of nine at The Naze, 
three at Holland Haven, three at Frinton-on-Sea, three at Bradwell BO and one at East Mersea.  Around 
ten more birds were seen over the next fortnight at coastal sites and the last records came from Two 
Tree Is., on 28th April and Bradwell BO on 30th. During this period, singing s were at two different 
localities at Abberton on 14th and 20th April, and nearby at Langenhoe on 19th April

As in 2012, an early autumn record occurred at Snaresbrook Crown Court (on 3rd September), but 
the first coastal passage birds were two at The Naze on 29th September. The peak occurred during 
the first week in October with at least three at Holland Haven, three at The Naze, one at Colne Pt 
and one at Bradwell BO.

In November and December, records came from ten and nine sites respectively.  As in the first 
winter, almost all over-wintering records came from sites in Metropolitan Essex, though one was 
seen at Abberton Res. on three dates in December. Five sites provided counts of two birds (Belhus 
Woods;  Wanstead Pk;  Waterworks NR; Middlesex Filter Beds; Jubilee Pk, Leyton).

The table below summarises the distribution throughout the year. It should be noted that some  
of the sites are in close proximity to each other, in particular in Metropolitan Essex, and therefore 
some of the totals may be over-estimates, as the same individuals may have frequented more than 
one site.

Summary table of inland and coastal distribution (excluding the possible breeding birds seen in 
May and June referred to above).

	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Apr	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Monthly totals	 14	 10	 10	 34	 3	 25	 15	 14
Monthly sites	 11	 7	 7	 16	 2	 9	 10	 9
Inland totals	 13	 10	 7	 6	 1	 4	 10	 12
Inland sites	 10	 7	 4	 6	 1	 3	 7	 8
Coastal totals	 1	 -	 3	 28	 2	 21	 5	 2
Coastal sites	 1	 -	 3	 10	 1	 6	 3	 1

Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus
Abundant resident. Passage migrant in small numbers.
Some 131 pairs/singing s were reported from nine sites, with four sites recording double- figure 
counts (2012 figures in brackets): Braintree/Bocking area, 40+ (30+); Langdon Plotlands, 19 (32); 
Mardyke Valley (Stifford to Davy Down), 22 (28); Belhus Woods, 21 (26). Recently fledged young 
were seen at a further 13 sites.

The highest count was 100 at Bedfords Pk on 11th September. Counts of 40+ birds were made at 
a further eight sites: Broomhouse Flash, Langham, 50 on 20th August; Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe, 40 
on 13th September; Beachet Wood/Mount End area, 43 on 20th February; Langdon Plotlands, 53 on 
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19th June including 33 juveniles; Mardyke Valley, 62 on 25th June (38 juveniles); Belhus Woods, 55 
on 23rd June (39 juveniles);  Walthamstow Res., 50 on 10th August; Snaresbrook Crown Court, 80 on 
26th July (‘many’ juveniles).

Great Tit  Parus major
Very common resident. Passage migrant in small numbers.
A total of 147 singing s/ territories was reported from 14 sites, with counts of 10+ received from 
six of these (2012 figures in brackets): Braintree and Bocking area, 30+ (20+); Langdon Plotlands, 21 
(27); Mardyke Valley (Stifford to Davy Down), 18 (24);  Warren Gorge, Chafford Hundred, 12 (eight); 
Grays Gorge, 11 (12); Belhus Woods, 19 (24).

Counts of 30 or more were made at just four sites (six in 2012): Epping Forest, Great Monk Wood, 
30 on 29th October; Langdon Plotlands, 79 on 19th June (53 juveniles); Mardyke Valley, 64 on 25th 
June (42 juveniles); Belhus Woods, 41 on 23rd June (28 juveniles).

Coal Tit  Periparus ater britannicus
Common resident.
At least 37 pairs/territories/singing s were observed at 20 sites (40 from 18 in 2012), including 
a singing  at St. Osyth Priory Estate that was the first recorded there by the observer for many 
years. Three counts of three or more pairs/territories/singing s were received: Colchester to 
Wivenhoe, four; Broaks Wood, Halstead, seven (seven in 2012); Braintree and Bocking area, 4+ 
(4+).

There were no double- figure counts this year, with the highest count being eight birds, made at 
three different sites: Markshall, 10th January; Broaks Wood, Halstead, 2nd December; Epping Forest 
Burial Pk, 25th March, 15th July and 7th October.

An unusual record was of a bird at Frinton-on-Sea on 6th October, which was considered by the 
observer to be of the UK race rather than a continental migrant, possibly suggesting post-breeding 
dispersal rather than autumn passage movement.

‘Continental’ Coal Tit  P. a. ater
Vagrant.
A bird showing characteristics of the nominate continental race was seen and photographed on the 
feeders at Bradwell BO on 7th April (RMP, JCS et al.)

Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris
Scarce, sedentary resident.  
Breeding was confirmed at three sites where juveniles were seen: Markshall; Brookes EWT reserve; 
Parsonage Wood, Bulmer. Pairs were noted at Dollery Wood and Loshes Meadows, and two were 
seen at Walton’s Pk,  Ashdon on 26th June. Single birds were recorded at a further eight sites during 
April to July, including a long-staying bird at Creeksea that was still present on 23rd April. The species 
is now found mainly in the north of the county, so records at Rainham on 6th May and Belhus Woods 
on 23rd June were unusual. The other breeding season records came from: Elmstead; Theberton 
Wood; Preston’s Lake, Pebmarsh; Broaks Wood, Halstead; Saffron Walden. Outside the breeding 
season, reported from seven additional sites. ‘Brian’, the bird visiting the feeders at Bradwell BO 
since July 2012, was last seen on 9th January, having turned out to be a female when ‘he’ was trapped 
and ringed.  Also observed at (singles unless stated): Bocking River walk, 6th January; Gosfield, 16th 
February; Hatfield Forest, two on 5th March; North Weald, 23rd March; Great Leighs, 18th September; 
Belchamp Water, three on 12th August.

Bearded Tit  Panurus biarmicus
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Erratic breeding population.
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Breeding was confirmed at three sites: Vange Marsh, three males and two females seen on 25th May, 
two juveniles on 16th June, 11 juveniles on 26th July;  Wat Tyler CP, 1-2 from April to June, six 
juveniles seen on 12th and 21st July; Rainham, one pair, double-brooded. Breeding may also have 
occurred at Hanningfield Res. where 16 were counted on 29th June, including some juveniles, 
though the last site record prior to this was of two on 18th April. No breeding records were received 
from Old Hall but a juvenile ringed there on 20thth August is likely to have been a local bird. During 
the first winter, the species was observed at ten sites, with just one double-figure count: Heybridge 
GP, ten on 2nd February.

Spring movement away from the regular sites was noted at: Howlands Marsh, one on 10th and two 
on 14th March; Stow Marsh, one on 20th April; Fishers Green, two on 5th March. In autumn, passage 
was noted at six sites in October, including two at Holland Haven on 24th, and six at Althorne on 
18th. In November, 10+ were at Holland Haven on 15th-16th with two still there on 19th.

During the second winter, records were received from 15 sites, two of which provided double-
figure counts, both made on 7th November: Old Hall, ten; Bowers Marsh, 12. The highest counts 
elsewhere were: Heybridge GP, eight on 8th November; Vange Marsh, nine on 19th December.

Woodlark  Lullula arborea     EBSIP	
Uncommon passage migrant. Formerly bred.
Wanstead Flats	 one 	 19th March	 ELj, TBr 
Old Hall	 one 	 23rd-28th March	C T, CJM-G, SH 
Hangman’s Wood, Blackshots	 one 	 7th October	R B 
Old Hall	 one 	 12th October	C JM-G 
Frinton-on-Sea	 one 	 30th October	 PBr

Skylark  Alauda arvensis
Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
A total of 503 territories was reported from 54 sites (683 from 63 in 2012, 795 from 122 in 2011, 
492 from 52 in 2010). The number of territories and sites has dropped back to the 2010 figures; 
however, there were reports from other sites that did not include numbers, and also others that did 
not indicate whether birds were singing or on territory. Perhaps the true figure would be a lot higher 
if more information had been submitted.

Locations reporting ten or more singing/territorial birds were as follows (2012 figures in brackets): 
Ridgewell Airfield,  Ashen, 14 (11); Clare/Stoke/Ovington, ten; Belchamps/Clare, 19; Lamarsh, seven; 
Henny Street, 18;  Wormingford area, 45 (65); Fordham/Fordstreet, ten; Langham Airfield, 20 (21); 
Cattawade Marsh, 11; Little Bromley Hall, 14 (24); Abberton Res., 24 (20+); Old Hall, 14 (59); Holland 
Haven/Gt. Holland 20+; Blue House Fm EWT, 72 (70); Bradwell BO, Marshhouse, 24 (31); Orsett Fen, 
21; Roach Valley Way, Rochford to Paglesham Churchend, 12; Foulness Is, 39 (104); Rainham 24.

The only three- figure flocks reported in the first winter period were all in January with 150 at 
Stones Green, Wix on 21st; 100 at Bulls Lodge Fm, Chelmsford on 24th; 150 at Wallasea Is. also on 
24th, and with 100 still there on 26th.

Autumn passage at Frinton-on-Sea was once again lower than previous years with 148 noted 
during October (207 in October 2012, 1,235 in October 2011). Three-figure counts seen in the 
autumn/second winter period were only from Colne Pt with 100 on 30th October, rising to 120 on 
19th November. Ninety-nine reported from Bradwell BO on 20th October is probably worth a 
mention, not least because there surely must have been another bird lurking somewhere!

Shorelark  Eremophila alpestris
Scarce but annual visitor and passage migrant.  
A poor showing with just one bird reported.
Frinton-on-Sea	O ne	 20th October	 PBr
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Sand Martin  Riparia riparia
Locally common summer visitor and 
passage migrant.  
A slightly better year for breeding 
reports, but still under-reported.  Also 
note that the number from Bradwell GP, 
near Coggeshall, is much lower, possibly 
due to the collapse of nest holes last 
year. Still, a total of 225 occupied nest 
holes were reported from six sites (177 
from seven in 2012, 275 from seven in 
2011). Reports as follows (2012 figures 
in brackets): Bradwell GP, nr Coggeshall, 
25 (133); Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe, 40 
(five); The Naze, 25 (eight); Brightlingsea 
GP, 120 (n/c);  Walthamstow Marshes, 
four; Mill Wood, Chafford Gorges, 11.

The first bird of the spring was reported 
at Walthamstow Res.on 4th March and 
the next was not until five days later at 
Rainham on 9th March. One to three 
birds were reported on just a few days through the rest of March into April, and it was not until the 
second week of April that double figures were being reported at a number of locations. The main 
arrival started on 17th April with 100 at Fingringhoe Wick EWT, and 500+ at Abberton Res., with 
100+ there on 19th April. The only other three-figure spring counts were: 150 at Vange Marsh and 
150 at  Walthamstow Marshes on 26th April; 1,000+ at Abberton Res. on 27th April; 100 at 
Hanningfield Res. on 15th May.

Three-figure late summer/autumn counts were: Colne Pt, 200 on 12th July; Holland Haven, 100 on 
27th August; Frinton-on-Sea, 217 on 12th July, 187 on 15th July, 315 on 31st July, 340 on 27th 
August; Stow Marsh, South Woodham Ferrers, 115 on 14th September; Marsh Fm, South Woodham 
Ferrers, 126 on 8th September; Bradwell BO, 300 on 12th July; Bowers Marsh, 250 on 15th September; 
Fleet Head, Wakering, 3,000 west on 14th August and 200 on 17th August; Gunners Pk, Shoebury, 
100 on 9th August, 400 on 17th August.

The last birds of the year were two at both Walton-on-the-Naze and Rainham on 19th October.

Swallow  Hirundo rustica
Common summer visitor and passage migrant.  
Reports of 84 breeding pairs from 17 sites were received, but judging by the numbers reported from 
numerous other locations throughout the late spring and summer months the Swallow is 
undoubtedly a widespread breeder in the county. Once again observers are requested to submit 
estimates of breeding pairs from their areas; this would greatly help to estimate the true status of 
the Swallow in the county.

The first report of the year was of one going north at Frinton-on-Sea on 28th March.  Widespread 
single figures were reported up to mid-April; thereafter many double-figure counts were reported 
up to the end of May. Three-figure counts during that period were: Netherhall GP, Lee Valley, 200 on 
11th May; Abberton Res., 400+ on 27th April, 100 on 12th May; Foulness, 156 on 14th April.

No significant numbers were reported during June up to mid July, then three-figure numbers were 
reported from: Howlands Marsh EWT, 130+ on 17th July; Bradwell BO, 250 on 17th July, 180 on 21st 
July, 200 on 28th July; Bowers Marsh RSPB, 100 on 29th July.

Monthly counts past Frinton-on-Sea were as follows: August, in total 1,015 were counted moving 

Sand Martin (Sam Shippey)
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south (and 328 north), of which 798 were on the 30th. September, a total of 7,670 moving south, 
with peaks of 2,297 on 13th, 3,810 on 21st, and 907 on 23rd. October, a total of 595 moving south 
with peaks of 119 on 4th, 142 on 14th, and 104 on 15th.

The main passage period appeared to be from September 20th to 23rd, peaking on 22nd, with 500 
or more reported from: Frinton-on-Sea, 3,810 on 21st (already mentioned), Marsh Fm, South 
Woodham Ferrers, 1,000 on 20th; Bradwell BO, 2,000 on 22nd; Highlands Boulevard, Leigh, 553  
on 22nd; Gunners Pk, Shoebury, 2,000 on 23rd;  Wakering Stairs, 1,000 on 21st, 5,816 on 22nd; 
Foulness Is., 10,441 on 22nd.  A week later Old Hall recorded 1,101 on 28th.

Away from Frinton-on Sea, no three-figure numbers were recorded in October.
November records were as follows:  Walthamstow Res., Lee Valley, one on 1st; Old Hall, one on 13th; 

Holland Haven, one on 3rd; Frinton-on-Sea, two on 1st, two on 9th; Gunners Pk, Shoebury, one on 
2nd; Rainham, one on 10th. The last bird of the year was noted at Clacton-on-Sea/Jaywick on 19th.

House Martin  Delichon urbicum
Common summer visitor and passage migrant.  
Reports were received of 144 occupied nests at 20 sites (78 at 12 sites in 2012). This is an 
improvement on last year but, as with Swallow, it remains under-reported, and observers are once 
again requested to report all breeding records. Unfortunately the practice of preventing birds from 
nesting is still prevalent, by householders and councils. There were only two confirmed reports of 
double- figure nest counts: Braintree and Bocking, 30 (15 in 2012); Foulness Is., 19.

The first record of the year was of two birds at Waterworks NR, Lee Valley on 28th March. Thereafter 
spring passage was light until the second week of April when double figures were starting to be 
reported. The main arrival came during May with 14 counts of 50 or more birds reported, most 
notable being: Netherhall GP, 200 on 11th May; Chigborough Lakes EWT, 100 on 16th May; Abberton 
Res., 100 on 12th May; Old Hall, 200+ on 29th May;  Wat Tyler CP, 100 on 14th May; Gunners Pk, 
Shoebury, 100 on 29th May. In early June there was a report of 100 at Bowers Marsh on 5th.

Autumn passage was much lighter than last year’s exceptional numbers with only 26 three- figure 
counts (64 in 2012, 28 in 2011), with none being in four figures. Counts of 500 or more were all in 
September as follows: Frinton-on-Sea, 620 on 21st; Sewardstone Marsh, 700 on 16th; Hanningfield 
Res., 500 on 11th; Stow Marsh, South Woodham Ferrers, 621 on 14th; Brook Fm, Upminster, 594 on 
23rd; Foulness Is., 597 on 22nd; Rainham, 500 on 14th.

Monthly totals for Frinton-on-Sea were: 892 south in September and 489 south in October.
November records were all of single birds: St. Osyth, on 7th; Langdon Hills EWT, on 1st;  Wat Tyler 

CP on 10th; Coalhouse Fort, East Tilbury, on 5th, with the last bird of the year also seen there  
on 13th.

Cetti’s Warbler  Cettia cetti
Locally common and increasing breeding resident.
This species continues to maintain its presence with some 211 singing /apparently occupied 
territories reported from 69 sites (176 from 53 in 2012). Records were mainly from the coast, Lee 
and Ingrebourne valleys, with the Thames marshes being a particularly stronghold.

Counts of three or more (2012 figures in brackets): Old Hall, 13, (nine); Heybridge GP, seven (six); 
Canvey Marshes, seven (five);  Wat Tyler CP, five (four); Vange Marsh, seven (seven); Two Tree Is., four 
(four); Bowers Marsh, seven (six); Fobbing Marsh, nine (eight); Rainham, 22 (18); Ingrebourne Valley, 
49 (42); Belhus Woods, three (three); Fisher’s Green, eight (nine); Netherhall GP, four (four).

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus rosaceus
Common resident.
Probable or confirmed breeding was reported from 34 sites, with counts of 3+ pairs from the 
following (2012 figure in brackets): Brooks Reserve, three; Braintree and Bocking area, 15+ (15); The 
Backwarden, Danbury, three; Mill Green, Ingatestone, three; Bedfords Pk, four; Mardyke Valley, Stifford 
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to Davy Down, five (four); Grays Gorge, four (three); Grays-Tilbury, three;  Warren Gorge, three (four); 
Belhus Woods, seven (seven).

Counts of 30+ were recorded from eight sites: Bishops Woods, Stock, 30 on 4th January; Gobions 
Pk, E. Tilbury, 100+ on 12th January; Leyton, 30 on 25th June;  Walthamstow Res., 30 on 10th August; 
Mardyke Valley, 50 on 3rd September and up to 30 in November-December; Maldon, 30+ on 6th 
September; Alresford, 31 on 1st November; Hockley Woods, 40 on 1st December.

Yellow-browed Warbler  Phylloscopus inornatus    EBSIP	
Scarce passage migrant.
Bradwell BO	 25th-26th September	 one	 JCS, DW, RMP et al. 
	 30th October	 one	 JCS, RMP 
Colne Pt	 2nd-4th October	 one	C SB et al 
Frinton-on-Sea	 5th October	 one	 PBr 
Cudmore Grove CP	 12th-13th October	 two	A F, et al 
Gunners Pk, Shoebury	 14th October	 one	A JS

Numbers of individuals for the last eleven years are as follows:

Year			   2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005	 2004	2003

Total		   7	 3	 3	 2	 1	 6	 8	 3	 9	 4	 11

Four further records were unsupported by descriptions.

Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Rare summer resident and uncommon passage migrant.
Hatfield Forest	 24th April	 one 
Wivenhoe	 26th April	 one 
Rowhedge	 30th April	 one 
Colne Pt	 6th August	 one 
Hamford Water	 8th August	 one 
Cudmore Grove CP, Mersea Is.	 11th September	 one

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita
Abundant summer resident and passage migrant. Uncommon winter visitor.
Double figure counts of singing males or pairs came from: Belchamps (13), Braintree & Bocking  
(20), Fordham (ten), Handley Barns (ten), Ingatestone (ten), Langham (ten), Wanstead Pk (ten), 
Wormingfield (12).

Several observers commented on the lateness of spring passage, with many sites not noting their 
first singing birds until on or after 7th April. Double-figure counts came from 16 sites with peaks as 
follows: Rainham, ten on 20th March, 35 on 14th April; KGV Res., 13 on 31st March; Sewardstone 
Marsh, 20 on 31st March; Ingrebourne Valley, 26 on 13th April; Netherhall Pit LV, 20 on 13th April; 
Belhus Wood, 20 on 22nd April.

During January and February birds were reported from 38 sites, all 1-2 except: Middlesex Filter  
Beds LV, three on 1st January, ten on 13th January; Fell Christy Garden (TL7008), three on 5th  
January; Copford SW, three on 16th January and 7th February; Leyton Marshes, four on 21st  
January;  Waterworks NR, four on 26th January, three on 23rd February;  Walthamstow Res., three on 
19th February.

Autumn double-figure counts from the coast were noted from 15th September to 20th October 
with site peaks of: Bradwell BO, 20 on 15th September, 85 on 22nd September, 15 on 9th October; 
Gunners Pk., 12 on 21st September, 15 on 22nd September, 12 on 26th and ten on 28th, with ten 
on 5th October; Foulness, 44 on 22nd September; Colne Pt, 12 on 22nd September; The Naze, ten 
on 22nd September, ten on 5th October, 17 on 9th October; Frinton-on-Sea, 34 on 23rd September, 
14 on 5th October, 18 on 10th October.
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The peak counts inland occurred earlier 
with multiple reports of 20+ from 
Wanstead Pk and peaks of 40 on 1st and 
19th September. Elsewhere 50 at Roding 
Valley Meadow NR on 28th August was 
the other notable count.

In November and December at least 46 
individuals were reported from 29 sites 
(54 from 34 in 2012), the highest counts 
being: The Naze, four on 4th November;  
Walthamstow Marshes, six on 10th 
November; Sewardstone Marsh, three on 
24th November;  Warren Gorge, Chafford 
Hundred, three on 3rd December; Copford 
SW, three on 20th December.

Siberian Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita tristis
Vagrant
Vange Marsh	 one	  31st March to 15th April	 	NC  
Writtle	 one	  14th April 	  		  GE
The last record in the County was as long ago as 2003.

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus
Common but declining summer resident and passage migrant.
An estimated 77 pairs/territorial  (including birds singing after mid-May which were assumed to 
be on territory) were reported from 25 sites (67 from 28 in 2012). Counts of four of more came from: 
Gosfield airfield, nine; Church Broom Wood, Little Leighs, seven; Pages Wood, Upminster, seven; 
Ashen airfield, six; Langham/Ardleigh area, six; Tiptree Landfill, six; Ingrebourne Valley, four; Thames 
Chase, four.

A further 34 singing  were reported in April and early May from 23 additional sites (65 from 44 
in 2012), presumably a mix of resident and migrant birds.  Apparent coastal migrants have been 
excluded from these totals. The highest counts were four at Leyton and Harold Court Woods.

Elsewhere there were reports in spring and summer of a further 246 birds at 109 additional sites 
(120 at 63 in 2012), which may have included singing/territorial birds but were not specified as such. 
It is very helpful if observers can indicate when a bird is singing or believed to be on territory.

A further increase in the above figures from 2012 and 2011 is encouraging. Higher level of reporting 
may well be a factor, and all breeding 
records are welcomed to confirm if this is 
a true reflection of status.

The first spring record was from Rainham 
on 6th April with a more general arrival 
over 12th-13th.  A notable influx on 15th 
included 13 at Bow Creek/East India Dock, 
ten at Leyton, nine at Frinton-on-Sea and 
15 at The Naze. Other notable counts 
from the coast were: Bradwell BO, ten on 
17th, Frinton-on-Sea, 12 on 26th.

Autumn passage was poor with all 
double-figure counts listed. Coastal 
records in August comprised: Bradwell BO, 
15 on 4th; Holland Haven, ten on 14th, 12 

Siberian Chiffchaff, Vange,  April (Alan Shearman)

Blackcap, Cranham, March (Reston Kilgour)
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Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla
Summer visitor and passage migrant. Small numbers winter.
This species continues to thrive, between 950 and 1,000 singing /territories being reported, a 
similar number to last year. Sites with ten or more were as follows (2012 figures in brackets): 
Abberton Res., 14 (12); Fingringhoe Wick, 18 (20); Fingringhoe Ranges, 17 (18); Friday Wood, 27 (23); 
Heybridge GP, 19 (17): Creeksea, 11 (12); Hanningfield Res., 24 (20); Ingatestone, 19 (23); 
Doddinghurst, 25 (23); Langdon Plotlands, 37 (35); Crays Hall Fm, 18 (15); Belhus Woods CP , 21 (22); 
Ingrebourne Valley, 15 (12); Bedfords Pk, 18 (15); Mardyke Valley, 17 (18); Broaks Wood, 15 (12); 
Chalkney Woods, 11 (14); Chappel, ten (12); Daws Hall, 24 (28); Bulmer, 23 (22).

There were 65 reports of some 41 individuals from 32 sites (46 individuals in 2012) in the period 
from January to the first week in March, with two or more reported from: Colchester area, six; 
Langdon Plotlands, two; Leyton, two.

Numbers of obvious migrants reported in spring were again pretty high with double-figure counts 
in April coming from numerous well scattered locations.

In autumn, the highest double-figure inland counts were from Wanstead Flats with 16 on 17th 
August, ten on 9th September, 20 on the 11th and still 12 on the 25th. Received counts at coastal 
watch-points were about average, the September maxima being: Bradwell BO, 12 on 25th; The 
Naze, 21 on 12th and 31 on the 25th. October: The Naze, 18 on 12th.

In the last two months, there were 42 records of 42 individuals from 30 sites (38 individuals in 
2012) with two or more reported from: Chingford, two; Colchester, five; Harold Wood, two; Holland 
Haven, three; Leigh, two; Old Harlow, two and Upminster, two. 

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin
Declining summer resident and passage migrant.
Reports of some 123 singing /territories were received from 81 sites (132 from 88 in 2012). Sites 
with three or more (2012 figures in brackets): Chalkney Woods, four (five); Bower’s Hall, three (four); 
Langley Wood, four (four); Pod’s Wood, three (four); Fishers Green, four (four); Netherhall GPs, three 
(three).

The earliest spring record was from Roding Valley Meadow NR, on 16th April, with the main arrival 
from St George’s Day onwards.

In autumn, there were high counts from Wanstead Flats with four on 15th August, dropping to two 
on 6th September. 

The last record was from The Naze on 4th October.

Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca
Declining summer resident and passage migrant.
Reports of some 245 territories were received from 133 sites (225 from 141 in 2012). Sites with four 
or more (2012 figures in brackets):  Wivenhoe, four (five); Fingringhoe Ranges, 12 (ten); Old Hall, five 
(four); Foulness, ten (eight);  Wat Tyler CP, four (five); Vange Marshes, six (four); Mucking, five (six).

In spring, the first record was from Mardyke Valley on 17th April, with the main arrival commencing 
on 20th April. Passage was initially light but picked up during the first two weeks of May although 
again no particularly high counts were recorded.

In autumn, the highest counts received were:  August: Old Hall, eight on 16th, The Naze, 18 on 24th 
and nine on 30th, Rainham, seven on 31st. In September, the highest numbers were: Old Hall, 14 on 

on 17th, ten on 27th, Gunners Pk, seven on 19th, The Naze, 15 on 25th. Inland: Chigborough Lakes, 
ten on 17th, and Walthamstow Marshes, seven on 20th, 20 on 23rd were the only significant counts, 
although counts of more than five included:  Wanstead Flats, six on 7th; Mardyke Valley, nine on 
19th; Old Hall, six on 21st. The only notable September counts were 12 at Frinton-on-Sea on 15th 
and six at South Woodham Ferrers on 20th.

The last of the year were singles at Bradwell BO and South Woodham Ferrers on 15th October.
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3rd and six on the 17th, The Naze, 31 on the 4th, 12 on the 13th and five on the 25th, Gunner’s Pk, 
six on the 10th, Wanstead Flats, eight on the 4th, 12 on the 10th and six on the 17th. The last report 
was of a bird at Bradwell BO on 6th October.

Interestingly a winter record was received from Chadwell Heath from 24th February to 1st March. 
The bird was seen feeding on ‘fat-balls’ in an observer’s garden but could not be ascribed to any 
specific race.

Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis
Summer visitor and passage migrant.
Around 1,250 singing / territories from 206 sites (1,028 from 194 in 2012) were reported but 
whether this reflects a true increase in numbers, or simply better observer coverage, is uncertain. 
Sites with 14 or more singing males were (2012 figures in brackets): The Naze, 16 (14); Langenhoe/
Fingringhoe Ranges, 50 (44); Braintree /Bocking, 20 (16); Old Hall, 16 (14); Heybridge GP, 16 (15); 
Foulness, 122 (90); Paglesham, 22 (20);  W. Canvey Marsh, 28 (25); Belhus Woods CP, 12 (15); Fobbing 
Marsh, 13 (15); Rainham, 23 (19); Ingrebourne Valley, 28 (23); Bures, 22 (24); Bulmer / Belchamp, 26 
(34); Henny Street, 21 (16).

In spring, the first record was on the very early date of 7th April from Rainham with the main arrival 
commencing a week later. Passage was good and peaked around late-April/mid May, with double-
figure counts coming from numerous widely scattered sites.  As with Lesser Whitethroat, it was hard 
to know whether these birds had set up territory or were merely passing through.

Autumn passage was again high, as in recent years. The highest counts in August were at Old Hall, 
18 on 25th;  Wanstead Flats, 24 on 26th; Bradwell BO, 14 on 26th; The Naze, 24 on 30th. September: 
Old Hall, 32 on 4th; Rainham, 14 on 9th;  Wanstead Flats, 15 on 10th. The last record was at The 
Hythe on 17th October.

There was a very unusual wintering record of presumably the November 2012 Leyton individual 
which was seen again on 26th January after an absence of two months.

Dartford Warbler  Sylvia undata    EBSIP	  (46, 45, 91)
Scarce visitor.
Colne Pt	  	  19th October	C BS
This was the only record and it was only seen by one observer for a few minutes.  With also just one 
record in 2012 this species is proving difficult to see in the county. Prior to this it was seen in 
reasonable numbers: 2009, ten; 2008, five; 2007, nine; 2006, ten.

Common Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia
Uncommon summer resident and passage migrant. 
Only ten reeling  were considered to have established territories and were reported from a mere 
nine sites (11 from nine in 2012). Counts of two or more as follows (2012 figures in brackets):  Wat 
Tyler CP, two (one).  Again a poor year.

The earliest report was from Sewardstone Marsh on 13th April.
There was just one autumn record, a singleton – Rainham, 3rd August.
In total, just 53 records were received covering some 20 sites (61 from nine in 2012).

Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Common summer resident and passage migrant. 
This species’ fortunes can vary considerably from year to year depending on weather conditions  
in their wintering areas but a small increase was noted this year in some sites. Localities with ten or 
more singing  were as follows (2012 figures in brackets): Sawbridgeworth Marsh, ten; The Naze, 
12;  Wivenhoe, 13; Old Hall*, 11 (18); Moverons, Brightlingsea, 18; Heybridge GP, 17 (16); Bradwell 
BO, 21 (15) – St Peter’s to Bradwell Marina; Blue House Fm, 38 (32); Marsh Fm, South Woodham, 
ten; Dagenham Chase, ten; Rainham*, 19 (36); Seventy Acres Lake, ten. (* incomplete counts). 
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Observers are encouraged to report all sightings 
to monitor the situation.

The earliest report was from the Ingrebourne 
Valley on 13th April. 

The last reported bird was at Colne Pt on 9th 
October.

Marsh Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris	
EBSIP (22, 8, 30)
Very rare migrant and occasional breeder.
Rainham	  
8th to 21st June, two singing  NC r et al.
At least one of the Rainham birds attracted a 
mate and was confirmed to have bred.

Eurasian Reed Warbler   
Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Locally common summer resident and passage 
migrant.
This remains a common and widespread species 
in suitable habitat. Sites with ten or more singing 

 were as follows (2012 figures in brackets): 
Judas Gap, 20 (15); Holland Haven, ten; Hey
bridge GP, 39 (30);  Wivenhoe, ten; Old Hall*,ten 
(30); Moverons, Brightlingsea, ten; Mundon, 14 (14); Bradwell BO, 44 between Marshhouse Outfall 
and Bradwell Marina (18 St Peter’s to Marina only); Iltney Fm, Mundon, 30; Blue House Fm, 52 (68); 
Stow Marsh, 17 (17); Paglesham, ten (12); Hadleigh Marshes, 26 (Salvation’s Army section of 
borrowdyke); Bowers Marsh, 20;  Wat Tyler CP, ten; Vange, 21 (26); Dagenham Chase, 20+; KGV Res. 
(Canal), ten; Fishers Green, 12; Rainham Marshes*, ten (91); Ferry Lane, Rainham, 12. (*denotes 
incomplete count).

The first report in spring was of one at Rainham, on 14th April. 
In autumn, there were several large counts as follows:- Bradwell BO, 14 on 24th August; Old Hall, 

18 on 19th August declining to 12 on 8th September; Rainham, 22 on 27th July reducing to 15 on 
4th September. The last record was one at Bowers Marsh, on 9th October.

Sedge Warbler, Cranham, Essex,  August  
(Reston Kilgour)

Waxwing  Bombycilla garrulus
An almost annual winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers.
The winter influx from 2012 continued into 2013, becoming the second largest ever recorded in the 
County. Sightings were reported every day in January-February with 525 records received from 187 
locations Regular sightings continued through March-April with 253 records received from 90 
locations.  A detailed summary of this event and an analysis of the timing and distribution of records 
appears later in this Report.

Nuthatch  Sitta europaea
Sedentary resident, possibly declining.
Some 24 pairs/territories were reported from 22 sites (31 from 12 in 2012), and the species was 
present during April to July at a further 32 sites. These included records at sites away from the south-
west of the county, where most records usually occur, including: Broaks Wood, Gosfield; Chantry 
Wood, Wickham Bishops;  W. Bergholt. Only two counts of multiple pairs/territories were received: 
Dagnam Pk, Harold Hill, 3+; Langdon Hills NR EWT, two.

Outside the breeding season, sightings occurred at 22 other sites.
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Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris
Common resident.
Nineteen pairs/ singing  were reported from 16 sites, with breeding counts being received from 
seven sites, and no counts of more than two pairs. Breeding is almost certainly under-recorded for 
this unobtrusive species, which was seen at a further 34 localities between April and July, and at 51 
more sites during the rest of the year.

The highest counts received came from: Barrenley’s Wood, Billericay, six on 5th March; Chantry 
Wood, Wickham Bishops, six on 2nd May; Hylands Pk, Chelmsford, six on 14th July; Ridgewell Airfield,  
Ashen, six on 14th July.

Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes
Abundant and widespread resident.
The Wren’s current UK population estimate is the highest for any species and, on the latest figures, 
one in ten of the UK’s breeding birds is a Wren.  Abundance can vary sharply from year to year and 
numbers in the UK can be greatly depleted by cold winters.

BBS field work indicates no significant change in population in the county between 2012 and 
2013. This is pleasing, as the three years 2008 to 2010 had indicated a slight decline. The mean count 
per 1km square for the period 1994–2013 is 5.8; the most recent annual figures are: 2011: 5.2, 2012: 
5.0, 2013:5.2.

A count of 61 territories and confirmed breeding was reported from Rainham, while 30 pairs were 
confirmed in the Braintree and Bocking area. Breeding was confirmed from various locations 
including a record of a pair nesting in a hanging basket and fledging three young. Juvenile birds  
were reported in Belhus Wood CP, Havering, Grays, Langdon Hills NR EWT, Mardyke Valley and 
Warren Gorge.

Starling  Sturnus vulgaris
Abundant but declining resident, passage 
migrant and winter visitor. Red List species.
Five breeding counts were received as follows: 
Braintree and Bocking area, 40+ pairs; Boxted, 
12 pairs; Hangman’s Wood, Blackshots, 11 
pairs (19 nests in 2012, 15+ nests in 2011); Gt 
Bromley, ten pairs; Ridgewell Airfield,  Ashen, 
ten pairs. Estimates of the proportion of 
juveniles in post-breeding flocks were made at 
three sites: Upminster, 79 on 2nd June with 
67% juveniles; Hangman’s Wood, Blackshots, 
79 on 4th June with 62% juveniles; Orsett, 
Thurrock, 55 on 12th July with 24% juveniles. 
There were only two post-breeding counts of 
500+: Rainham, 600 on 5th July; Foulness Pt., 
1,026 on 25th August.

Notable first-winter flocks: Rainham, 3,000 
on 2nd January and 2,000 on 25th February; 
Foulness Pt., 1,406 on 13th January, 1,624 on 
10th February, 2,650 on 10th March; Blue 
House Fm, 1,570 on 14th March, 1,500 on 
20th March and a huge flock of 5,100 on 27th 
March on the grazing marsh; Bradwell BO, 
2,000 on 31st March.

Black-bellied Dipper, Liston,  April  
(Dr Simon Cox)
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Spring passage at Frinton-on-Sea was again recorded by the regular observer here at this season: 
4,024 birds in 21 flocks travelling north in four hours on 26th March was an exceptional movement 
and the high counts around this time reflected a build-up of continental birds held up in the strong 
easterly airflows.  Autumn passage was not particularly notable but there was a significant movement 
at Frinton-on-Sea between 5th and 15th November: 1,221 on 5th, 3,270 on 8th, 2,052 on 11th, 
1,307 on 15th. 

During the second winter, two sites reported four-figure counts: Rainham, 2,000 on 21st Novem
ber, Foulness Pt., 2,146 on 15th December.

Black-Bellied Dipper  Cinclus cinclus cinclus     EBSIP	  (14, 1, 15)
Rare winter visitor.
Liston      one      27th April      DUn
British Dippers C.c. gularis are considered to be highly sedentary and the nearest breeders to Essex 
are probably those in the Peak District, so when a single bird was spotted at Liston on 27th April 
thoughts turned to the north European nominate race, Black-bellied Dipper. This rare winter visitor 
is one of the continental races that breeds in the north of Scandinavia and migrates south to escape 
the clutches of winter. The last record was in 1976, at Walthamstow.

Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus
Passage migrant.
A slightly mixed spring migration with records coming from 16 localities, an increase of one on last 
year (15 in 2012, 25 in 2011 and 26 in 2010) although this only related to 18 birds which is well 
down on the 41 recorded in 2012. The earliest arrival was one at Woodrolfe Creek, Tollesbury, on 
29th March; the latest spring record was an individual at Rainham on 7th May.  As with last year 
there were no records of more than 1-2 birds at any one site. 

As with the spring, autumn passage showed a mixed bag with records coming in from 20 sites, 
down on last year (24 in 2012, 14 in 2011, and 52 in 2010), but involving 65 birds, which was up on 
51 in 2012. This number was boosted somewhat by the 12 together at Wigboro Wick Fm, St Osyth 
during October. The first sighting was a single female at Grey Goose Fm, Orsett, on 23rd September, 
and the last another single at The Naze on 3rd November. The highest count related to the group at 
Wigboro Wick Fm, St Osyth on 12th October but on the same day there were seven at Cudmore 
Grove, six at The Naze, and four at Colne Pt, with 5+ at Holland Haven on 14th.

Blackbird  Turdus merula
Abundant resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
Breeding records were up on last year. There was quite a big jump in territories with 198 being 
reported but only a small increase in locations with 33 recorded, just three up on last year (125 from 
30 in 2012, 128 from 21 in 2011 and 132 from 22 in 2010). Clearly the overall numbers reported 
represent only a small proportion of the population.  As requested previously, when reporting this 
species please indicate if territory is being held as well as the number and sex of individuals in order 
to give a clear indication of breeding. 

Five flocks of 30+ birds were reported during the first winter period and spring passage, the highest 
being an evening movement of 86 at Frinton-on-Sea on 14th April, others were January: 30 at 
Wakering Stairs on 1st, 32 at St Osyth 5th; March: 43 at Blue House Fm on 27th; April: 35 at Bradwell 
BO on 9th. 

Autumn/winter records dipped this year, with the only large numbers reported being the monthly 
counts at Frinton-on-Sea, which saw totals of 363 and 253 moving south in October and November 
respectively, down on last year’s totals.

Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris
Common winter visitor and passage migrant. Has summered.
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Reports of 65 three-figure flocks 
came from widely scattered sites 
during the first winter period, 
slightly down on last year (72 in 
2012, 62 in 2011 and 58 in 2010). 
Highlights were: January:  Wallasea 
Is., 500 on 27th; E. Mersea, 400 on 
29th; February: Boreham, 350 on 
7th; March: Langenhoe Hall, 500 
on 1st. The last record was of a 
single bird at Wanstead Flats on 
19th April, almost a whole month 
earlier than last year. 

The earliest autumn arrival was a small flock of ten birds at Braintree Rugby Club on 21st September. 
In keeping with what seems to be a growing trend there were no four-figure flocks reported during 
the autumn/winter period. More noticeable was the drop in reported flocks in excess of 200: only 
two were reported (17 in 2012, 13 in 2011 and 11 in 2010). There was a peak count of 247 on 1st 
December at Orsett Fen (the flock was also present in November) and 250 at Tye Green on 28th 
December.

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos
Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Pleasingly, 2013 was a good year for this species with both the number of territories and sites up on 
last year at 167 territories at 62 sites (107 from 57 in 2012, 140 from 42 in 2011 and 105 from 44 
in 2010). The recorded increase this year also shows a positive growth on territories holding two or 
more pairs, almost doubling last year’s already impressive leap at 67 (38 in 2012, ten in 2011, 18 in 
2010 and 13 in 2009). The number of sites holding five or more did manage to double last year’s 
figure at 21(ten in 2011 and 2010 and six in 2009). 

Observers are still encouraged to monitor their local patches on an annual basis, highlighting 
territories/singing , so that long-term trends can be monitored.

Spring double-figure flocks were slightly down on last year’s eight with only six being reported, 
January:  Walthamstow Marshes, ten on 1st;  Wanstead Flats, ten on 1st; Iltney Fm, Mundon, 14 on 
23rd; February: Mardyke Valley, 14 on 4th; March: Belhus Wood CP, Havering, ten on 10th rising to 
11 on 19th; April: Roding Valley NR, 12 on 14th. 

The autumn/winter period saw a slight drop in double-figure flocks reported, with 22 from eight 
sites (17 in 2012, 19 in 2011, 31 in 2010 and ten in 2009). Most flocks involved birds on migration. 
Frinton-on-Sea hosted many of these arrivals in varying sizes with the monthly count for October 
being 617 from 68 hours of observations. The next largest number was of 107 through the Colne 
Valley in just over an hour on 12th October. The final double-figure flock of the year was 17 on 18th 
December at Langdon Plotlands.

Redwing  Turdus iliacus
Common winter visitor and passage migrant.
Three-figure flock reports were a little down on last year with only 12 reported (18 in 2012, 17 in 
2011 and 47 in 2010). There were only two non-passage gatherings of 200 or more this year which 
were January: E. Tilbury, 320 on 26th; February: Beckton, Gallions Reach, 216 on 22nd. The only 
pronounced passage movements reported came from Frinton-on-Sea with an April monthly total 
of 3,142 with 2,215 through in 3.75hrs on 13th April. This location also produced the last record of 
the spring, a single bird on 28th April. 

The first records during the second winter period were of two on 22nd September, again at Frinton-
on-Sea. There were three four-figure flocks reported this year, all in October: 1,400 and 1,650, both 

Fieldfare (George Brown)
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on 10th, at St Osyth and Wanstead Flats respectively, and a stunning 6,238 on 12th passing up the 
Colne Valley at W. Bergholt. Frinton-on-Sea recorded 2,703 for the whole month.  As for three-figure 
flocks, 26 were reported, eight of which involved 500 or more, with the highlights being October: 
860 on 10th at Wivenhoe, 590 on 12th at Holyfield Hall Fm, LV; November: 831 on 11th at Frinton-
on-Sea. Seven of the remaining three-figure flocks were of 200+. 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus
Locally common resident and partial migrant.
After last year’s increase, numbers have fallen back this year on both the territories and the sites 
fronts, with 49 territories being reported from 36 sites (70 from 44 in 2012, 35 from 26 in 2011, and 
41 from 29 in 2010).  As with Song Thrush, observers are encouraged to monitor their local patches 
on an annual basis highlighting territories/singing , so that long-term trends can be monitored.

The disappointing trend in 20+ post-breeding flocks continued, with only two being reported this 
year, one down on 2012. These were, July:  Weald CP, 22 on 14th reducing to 19 on 10th August; 
September: St Osyth Priory Estate, 20 on 1st. Five smaller double-digit flocks were regularly seen 
with the most frequent being in the Wanstead Flats area through August and September, the highest 
being 14 on 28th August. 

Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata
Declining summer resident and passage migrant. 
At least14 pairs were proved to have bred (two in 2012, 16 in 2011), nine of which were in the west 
and five in the north of the county.  All but two of the reports seem to have involved gardens or 
churchyards, with just one on farmland and none in woodland. The only report of more than one pair 
came from Hylands Pk, Chelmsford, where two family parties, totalling 8-10 birds, were seen on 
27th July. Birds were seen at 14 further sites in the breeding season (13 in 2012, 18 in 2011).

The first records of the spring came from Halstead and Dagenham Chase on 27th April. Subsequently 
recorded from 17 sites during spring passage (12 in 2012, four in 2011), on a total of 23 bird-
days.  All records were of 1-2 birds during April May but four birds were seen at Stapleford Tawney in 
early June. 

In autumn, reports came from 31 sites during August, all of which were of 1-2 birds apart from four 
at Wanstead on 24th, three at Coalhouse Fort, E. Tilbury on 29th and three at Kelvedon Hatch (where 
the species also bred) on 31st. Passage was on a similar level in September, sightings coming from 
32 sites, all of 1-2 birds apart from five at Wanstead on 2nd, three each at Rainham on 6th, 
Walthamstow Marsh on 7th and Frinton-on-Sea on 17th, four at Wanstead on 18th, five at Howlands 
Marsh on 21st, and three at Gunners Pk on 21st-22nd. The last sighting of the year was a late bird at 
Kelvedon Hatch on 25th October.

Robin  Erithacus rubecula
Abundant and widespread resident and 
passage migrant.
Robin numbers have increased steadily 
since the mid-1980s but have shown a 
sharp drop in the last few years, however 
they still remain relatively high. BBS 
fieldwork gives the mean count per 1km 
square for the period 1994–2013 as 6.0.

Double-figure counts of singing  
came from Belhus Woods, 18; Langdon 
Plotlands, 16; and the Mardyke Valley, 16.

The only counts of note during the early 
part of the year concerned, 21 in Belhus Robin, Cranham (Reston Kilgour)
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Woods on 2nd January; 21 at Laindon Common on 20th January; 26 at Abridge on 5th March; and 
20 at Roding Valley NR on 20th March. 

Autumn migration was most in evidence along the north-east coast during October. Peak counts 
at The Naze were 30 on 11th and 55 on 19th, while at Frinton-on-Sea there were 49 on 13th, 26 on 
14th, 42 on 18th and 37 on 19th. Counts of 20-30 were reported from several inland sites during 
the last four months of the year, mostly in the southern half of the County, and are likely to have 
involved passage as well as resident birds.

Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos
Summer resident and passage migrant.
The first record of the year came from Fingringhoe Wick on 11th April and the last report was from 
the same locality on 5th September.

There were again no records from the NW of the County. Reports of singing  from elsewhere in 
the county included 12 at Wivenhoe, 20 at Fingringhoe, nine at Danbury Common and six at both 
Markshall, Coggeshall and Fishers Green. For a detailed analysis of the current status of this species 
in Essex, based on the results of the BTO Nightingale Survey 2012-13, see the 2012 EBR, page 150.

White-spotted Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica	
(EBSIP 47, 2, 49)
Scarce and apparently declining passage migrant
Wat Tyler CP             20th June      Photo ID

Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca 
Rare spring but fairly common autumn passage 
migrant.
There were four spring records, as follows:  Wanstead, 
16th April; Friars Pk, Southend-on-Sea, a  on 23rd April; 
The Naze, 26th April; Vange, a very late bird on 16th June. 

Autumn passage extended between 19th August 
(Holland Haven) and 5th October (The Naze). Numbers 
were much the same as in 2012 with 23-25 birds at 16 
sites (21 at 15 in 2012).  All records were of single birds 
apart from Holland Haven, three on 19th and two on 
27th August;  Wanstead, two on 24th and 28th August; 
Coombe Wood, two on 30th August.

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros
Small breeding and wintering population. Passage migrant in small numbers.
There were no reports of breeding this year but a  was seen at a recent breeding site on several 
dates in April and there were four singing  at the Olympic Park on 29th May.

In the first winter period reports of a single bird at St Osyth on 25th January, Brightlingsea on 26th-
27th, and at Rowhedge from 27th January to 4th February, are likely to have referred to the same 
individual. 

At Rainham, one seen on 24th February was in all probability an early returning migrant as this 
species was present there almost continuously from this date through to early April, with a maximum 
of four on 5th March. Spring passage was heavier than in 2012, reports of 1-2 birds being received 
from 23 further sites, all records referring to single birds apart from two at The Naze on 4th April.

Late spring/early autumn migrants were seen at Braintree on 3rd June, Colne Pt on 20th-21st July, 
and Gt Baddow on 2nd August but as usual the main movement was in September/October. It was 
lighter than in the spring, reports being received from only eight sites, all sightings involving single 
birds apart from two at Bradwell Power Station on 11th September.

White-spotted Bluethroat  

(Martin Curtis)
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In the second winter period sightings at St Osyth on 1st, 10th and 14th December; Holland Haven 
on 12th and Jaywick on 14th could, again, have all involved one individual. Elsewhere there was one 
at Stanford-le-Hope on 10th and 17th December and Rainham on 20th.

Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Regular passage migrant in small numbers. Formerly bred.
The first spring migrant was seen at Chelmsford on the early date of 19th March. Subsequently, 
reports were received from a further 23 sites between 9th April and 13th May, all referring to single 
birds apart from up to five at Wanstead between 15th-20thApril (a good number for spring) and 
three at Creekmouth on 19th April.  Autumn migration got under way with one at Wanstead on 5th 
August. Passage was lighter than in the spring, reports coming from 15 further localities, with the 
last at The Naze on 19th October.  All were of 1-2 birds apart from four at Rainham on 27th 
September.

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra
Regular passage migrant. Has bred
The first spring record was on 15th April with one at Holland Haven. Passage was even better than 
2012 with 39 birds from 14 locations after the low of 2011 (30 from 16 in 2012 and 14 birds – 
locations not given - in 2011). Two or more birds were seen at five locations with peaks of four at 
Wanstead, Fairlop Waters CP and The Hythe all on 26th April. The last spring sighting was on 14th 
May at Holland Haven.

The earliest autumn birds were singles at KGV Res. and Ingrebourne Valley on 10th August. Passage 
peaked in the third week of August, a week earlier than 2012. That peak was double that of 2012, and 
reports also came from many more sites this year. Those for the main period are estimated and 
summarised in the table below:

		  Aug				S    ep				    Oct	

Week commencing	 10th	 17th	 24th	 31st	 7th	 14th	 21st	 28th	 5th	 12th
Numbers 	 8	 20	 121	 60	 58	 40	 17	 11	 4	 3
Locations	 5	 13	 32	 28	 19	 15	 11	 6	 3	 1

	C ounts of seven or more in autumn were as follows: August: Ingrebourne Valley, seven on 29th; 
KGV Res. seven on 26th; Rainham, seven on 26th; Gt Holland, eight on 25th; Reeveshall, ten on 28th; 
The Hythe, ten on 26th; Foulness, 11 on 25th. September: Holland Haven, seven on 12th; Howlands 
Marsh, St Osyth, seven on 20th; The Naze, seven on 14th; Tollesbury Wick, seven on 7th.

The last bird of the year was on the relatively late date of 8th November at Blue House Fm.

Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola
Small breeding population. Regular passage migrant and winter visitor.
A slight improvement on the previous two years, with five territories from three sites (three from 
two in 2012 and two from two in 2011), with three at East Tilbury/Coalhouse Fort, a pair at Bowers 
Marsh and a pair at Abberton Res., the last named a rather unusual record away from the regular sites 
in South Essex At least one juvenile at Bowers Marsh on 25th May and three juveniles at Coalhouse 
Fort on 7th September indicated successful breeding.

Apart from single birds at Rainham Riverside on17th June and at Heybridge on 24th July there 
were no indications of any other possible breeding pairs or pairs on territory.

Year					     2005	 2006	 2007	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	2013

Pairs/Territories				    15	 26	 12	 9	 6	 6	 2	 3	 5
Locations				    8	 12	 7	 6	 6	 5	 2	 2	 3

	A utumn numbers were similar to 2012, though slightly higher in October, while numbers in the 
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first winter period were much higher than 2012, indicating a milder winter. The numbers in the 
second winter period were higher again than 2011 and 2012, perhaps due to mild conditions and a 
successful breeding season. 

			   Jan	 Feb	 Mar	S ep 	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers			   49	 19	 16	 24	 53	 70	 47
Locations			   21	 10	 14	 12	 20	 23	 19

	 The highest counts in the autumn were as follows: September: Coalhouse Fort, eight on 7th. 
October: Coalhouse Fort, nine on 5th; Holland Haven and Rainham, both six on 30th

The highest counts of the first winter period were all in January: Coalhouse Fort, four on 13th; 
Thurrock Thameside CP, four on 4th; Holland Haven, four on14th; Rainham, six on16th;  Wallasea, 
seven on 9th. The second winter period produced several counts of five or more: November: Frinton-
on-Sea six on 1st; Holland Haven, eight on 26th; Rainham, five on 14th; Tollesbury Wick, five on 30th; 
December: Foulness, five on 15th; Rainham, nine on 19th.

Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe
Common passage migrant. Occasionally breeds.
There were no records of overwintering this year, with the earliest spring migrants single birds at 
Walthamstow Res. and Lockwood Res. on 11th March. Spring passage was, as in 2012, exceptionally 
good with 17 double-figure counts from ten sites all in April, with the highest as follows: Rainham, 
25 on 14th, 20 on 15th and 15 on 16th; Barking Bay, 14 on 15th; Ingrebourne Valley, 14 on 15th, 23 
on 18th, 20 on 20th;  Wanstead Flats, 27 on 15th and 26th; Northwick, 17 on 18th; Holland Haven, 
12 on 18th, 42 on 26th, West Canvey Marshes, 17 on 18th; Fairlop Waters CP, ten on 26th;  Waltham
stow Res., 11 on 26th; Frinton-on-Sea, 35 on 26th The last of the spring was at Daltes Lane GP, St 
Osyth on 30th May.

There were no records indicative of breeding or over-summering.  Autumn migration commenced 
with a single bird at The Naze on 6th August. The migration peaked in the third and fourth weeks of 
August, similar to 2012. The passage was again very light compared to spring and, along with 2012, 
a lot lower than 2010 and 2011.

		  Aug				S    ep					     Oct	

Week commencing	 5th	 12th	 19th	 26th	 2nd	 9th	 16th	 23rd	 30th	 6th	 13th	 20th
Numbers	 9	 14	 72	 75	 27	 29	 29	 15	 20	 17	 9	 4
Location	 8	 8	 24	 24	 16	 13	 16	 9	 10	 7	 8	 4

	I n the autumn there were only three double-figure counts and counts of seven or more came from 
only six sites: August: Colne Pt, 14 on 31st; Frinton-on-Sea, ten on 31st; Gt Holland, 12 on 25th; 
Holland Haven, seven on 21st; Stow Marsh, seven on 21st September: Colne Pt, 14 on 1st; Blue 
House Fm, eight on 15th. The last bird of the year was at Bradwell BO on 6th November.

Greenland Wheatear  O.o.leucorrhoa
Passage migrant.
Only a single bird was reported this year, a single bird at Cobbler’s Green, near Felsted, on 14th May, 
after the bumper year of 2012. This probably reflects under-recording of this rather splendid and 
distinct subspecies.

Dunnock  Prunella modularis
Abundant and widespread resident.
The Dunnock population declined substantially between 1975 and 1985 and numbers have never 
recovered to the levels recorded before these years. The population seems to have stabilised in 
recent years but the species still meets amber-list criteria.
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BBS fieldwork has not indicated any long-term population trend in the county. The mean count 
per 1km square for the period 1994–2013 was 2.9.

The only breeding count reported was for Braintree/Bocking, a count of 25+ pairs, this population 
being considered stable. Juvenile birds were reported from ten sites. Please could observers mark 
clearly in their records if breeding has been confirmed.

The highest count of the year was 30 at Wanstead on 12th September but the only evidence of 
autumn passage reported came from Frinton-on-Sea with peaks of 22 on 13th October, and 28  
on 18th.

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus
Abundant resident.
Counts of breeding pairs (with 2012 figures in brackets, where known) were received from ten sites, 
including:  Wormingford village, 25 (25-30); Braintree and Bocking area, 50+ (40+); Mardyke Valley, 
six; Church Rd, Boreham, four; Emanuel Rd, Langdon Hills, three; Hearthleigh Drive, Laindon, seven; 
Mayflower Rd, Chafford, three; Mount End, three; Princes Gate, Navestock, five (10+).

Three-figure counts came from four sites, with reports of 50+ from a further five: Gt Oakley, 74 on 
17th January and 52 on 20th September;  Wormingford, 60 on 18th February; Iltney Fm, Mundon, 75 
on both 21st November and 18th December; Drake Rd, Chafford Hundred, 107 at roost on 2nd 
October; Rainbow Rd, Chafford, 60 on 10th December; Purfleet, 50 on 19th January; Canvey Pt, 100 
on 27th July; Rainham, peaks of 120 on 25th July and 60 on 13th October.

Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus
Declining passage migrant. Bred until 1999. 
Compared with 2011 and 2012, both of which showed encouraging signs of an increase, numbers 
returned to the low levels of earlier years. There were no records indicative of possible breeding apart 
from one in a garden at Layer Breton on 1st May.

During the first-winter, the species was recorded at three sites (nine in both 2011 and 2012), the 
numbers at all of which were in single figures: Bryher Fm, St Osyth, up to three coming to feeders in 
January, eight in February, seven in March, and two on 2nd April; Tye Green, Wimbish, 2-3 on several 
dates between 5th January and 19th February; Bradwell BO, 2-3 on numerous dates throughout the 
first three months of the year.

Autumn passage was very poor, reports coming from just three sites as follows: Frinton-on-Sea, 
three on 18th and four on 30th October; Holland Haven, one on 1st November; New Jersey Fm, 
Elmdon, one on 9th December.

Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava flavissima
Declining summer visitor. 
A total of 69 pairs were reported to be holding territory or confirmed to be breeding at 18 sites (100 
from 25 in 2012, 84 from 28 in 2011). Foulness held the most – 16 pairs, with eight on the North 
Dengie, with nine at Wormingford Airfield and four confirmed breeding at Blue House Fm EWT. 

The first spring record was an individual on 27th March at Leytonstone. During April, double-figure 
counts were recorded at ten locations (eight in 2012, 14 in 2011, 16 in 2010, seven in 2009) with 
some gatherings remaining for several days: Abberton Res., ten on 12th, 14th and 15th, 20 on 16th, 
14 on 17th, 20 on 18th-19th, 30 on 20th and ten on 30th; Blue House Fm EWT, 11 on 15th, 13 on 
18th and 20 on 24th; Frinton-on-Sea, 36 on 26th; Holland Haven, 20 on 26th; Lofts Farm GPs, 33 on 
24th;  Wallasea Wetlands, ten on 20th; Old Hall , 42 on 19th; Rainham, 15 on 20th and 22 on 21st; 
John Weston EWT, Walton-on-the-Naze, 12 on 15th. Double figure counts in May were as follows: 
Abberton Res., 30 on 1st, 11 on 2nd, ten on 3rd, 4th and 7th.

There was only one count of ten or more birds in June:  Wallasea Is., ten on 16th. In July there were 
six: Bradwell BO, 30 on 17th, 45 on 21st, ten on 28th; Old Hall, 17 on 16th; Holland Haven, 12 on 
16th, 12 on 22nd.
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Autumn passage was observed at 91 sites (84 in 2012, 82 in 2011, 72 in 2010, 64 in 2009) with 14 
counts of 30 or more (14 in 2012, 31 in 2011, 18 in 2010): August: Blue House Fm EWT, 49 on 15th, 
36 on 28th; Bradwell BO, 30 on 1st, 37 on 25th, Canvey Pt, 35 on 29th; Old Hall, 130 on 27th. 
September: Blue House Fm EWT, 70 on 12th, 60 on 15th; Burnham-on-Crouch, 30 on 6th; Marsh 
Fm, South Woodham Ferrers, 50 on 4th, 38 on 22nd; Old Hall, 50 on 17th; Stow Marsh, 31 on 1st.

In October, there were three records, at Leyton on 11th, South Woodham Ferrers on 15th and 
Frinton-on-Sea on 31st. The last reported sighting of the year was of one at Blue House Fm EWT on 
28th November.

Blue-headed Wagtail  M.f. flava
Regular passage migrant in small numbers. Occasionally breeds.
Three records were received (three in 2012, four in 2011, one in 2010, nine in 2009): Holland Haven, 

 on 26th April and on 2nd May; Rainham, one on 27thApril; Bowers Marsh, one  on 5th June.

Channel Wagtail  M.f. flava x flavissima
One record was received of a  at Heybridge GP on 3rd May.

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea
Increasing resident breeder and passage migrant.
Breeding numbers were down with 15 pairs/territories reported from 13 locations, (26 from 22 in 
2012, 12 from ten in 2011, 21 from 21 in 2010, 32 from 31 in 2009). 

There were four counts of three or more in the first three months of the year as follows: January: 
Abberton Res., three on 29th; Nags Head Lane SW, four on 30th. March: Copford SW, ten on 13th; 
Lee Valley, Walthamstow Res., six on 14th; Lee Valley, KGV Res., eight on 31st.

Reports outside the breeding season were widely distributed with monthly totals as follows:

		  Jan	 Feb	 Mar	 Aug	S ep	 Oct	 Nov	D ec

Numbers		  61	 28	 123	 72	 121	 76	 53	 45
Locations		  41	 23	 43	 21	 54	 47	 39	 35

	A utumn passage counts of four 
or more were as follows: August: 
Roding Road, Loughton, four on 
9th; Lee Valley, Walthamstow Res., 
six on 22nd. September: Frinton-
on-Sea, five on 15th, four on 17th; 
Gunners Park, five on 15th, four on 
28th; Lee Valley, Walthamstow 
Res., four on 14th, six on 15th, four 
on 19th, four on 21st;  Wanstead 
Pk., five on 14th; Leyton, five on 
28th, four on 29th; Roding Valley 
Meadow NR, four on 1st. October: 
Leyton, four on 6th; Frinton-on-
Sea, six on 5th; Gunners Park, five 
on 5th.

With the exception of Lee Valley, 
Walthamstow Filter Beds, where 
there were three on 6th November, 
there were no counts of more than 
two in the last two months of  
the year. Olive-backed Pipit, Holland  Haven, October (Sean Nixon)
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Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba yarrellii
Common resident and passage migrant.
Breeding records were received for 27 pairs from 14 sites (32 from 20 in 2012, 23 pairs from 12 sites 
in 2011, 22 pairs from 11 sites in 2010, 82 pairs from 61 sites in 2009). Given that this species is 
under-recorded, it is not possible to say whether this constitutes a real decline or not.

Counts of 30 or more in the first winter period were significantly up on 2012 and are as follows: 
January: Copford SW, 100 on 16th, 100 on 17th and 22nd; Eastwood SW, 32 on 7th; Great Leighs, 
60 on 21st; Harlow, 300 on 12th; Harold Wood SW, 186 on 30th; Hatfield Peverel, 300 on 1st; 
Haverhill, 35 on 12th; Lee Valley, Hayes Hill and Holyfield Hall Fms, 30 on 5th; Marsh Fm, South 
Woodham Ferrers, 37 on 7th; Mayland Creek, 30 on 13th; North Weald, 50 on 30th; Terling, 300 on 
1st;  Whetmead NR, Witham, 100 on 18th. February: Abberton Res., 30 on 5th; Copford SW, 140 on 
28th; Coggeshall, 43 on 24th; Great Leighs, 65 on 28th; Old Hall, 68 on 17th. 

Spring passage was slightly down with 11 double-figure counts (17 in in 2012) as follows: March: 
Copford SW, 50 on 30th; Great Leighs, 40 on 29th; Hanningfield Res., 35 on 20th, 30 on 21st; Lee 
Valley, Walthamstow Marshes, 40 on 27th, 30 on 28th; North Weald, 50 on 5th, 30 on 6th; Old Hall, 
30 on 17th.  April: Harold Wood SW, 60 on 9th; Lee Valley, Walthamstow Marshes, 60 on 11th. 

Counts of 25 or more during autumn passage were: September: Frinton-on-Sea, 39 on 30th; North 
Weald, 30 on 25th, Roding Valley NR, 25 on 1st, 28 on 28th

October: Frinton-on-Sea, 29 on 15th, 150 on 31st; Hockley/Hawkwell, 25th on 1st; The Naze, 25 
on 19th.

Counts of 20 or more during the second winter were: November: Colchester, 210 on 15th; Lee 
Valley, Walthamstow Marshes, 30 on 26th; North Weald, 25 on 25th. 

December: Bowers Marsh, 31 on 18th; Crays Hall Farm, 40 on 26th; Strethall, 20 on 9th. 

White Wagtail  M. a. alba
Fairly common passage migrant.
The first record was reported at Walthamstow Marshes on 10th March. Spring passage was from 
March to early May, with a total of just 17 where identification was confidently made from eight 
sites (63 from 20 in 2012, 43 from 18 in 2011, 50 from 15 sites in 2010). Counts of two or more 
came in April from  Abberton Res., three on 18th, and Rainham, two on 21st.

Autumn passage was light, with reports of five birds from two sites (28 from four in 2012, 16 from 
seven in 2011, 21 from seven in 2010). The first report of the autumn was of four at Snaresbrook on 
27th September with the last record of one bird at Blue House Farm EWT on 7th October.

Olive-backed Pipit  Anthus hodgsoni    BBRC	  (2, 2, 4)
Vagrant
Holland Haven      one      12th October      Photo ID
The second year running that this species has been recorded in the county after a gap of 18 years, 
but only the fourth for Essex. Present only for one day, this individual, was photographed and seen 
by a number of observers. 

2012 EBR Correction: The bird at Gunners Pk in October was first seen on 22nd, not 23rd, as 
published.

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis
A rare and decreasing summer visitor and passage migrant. 
Only one singing  was recorded (six from three sites in 2012, three at three in 2011): Laindon, 15th 
April. The Tree Pipit’s status as a breeding species in the County is threatened.

The first reported spring migrant was at Wanstead Flats on 31st March, with other reports, all 
singles as follows: Stow Marsh, 6th April; BBO, 14th April, Tylers Common, Upminster, 15th April; 
Heybridge GP, 17th April;  Wanstead Flats, 18-19th April; Friars Park, 25th April; Rainham, 27th April 
and 7th May; Old Hall, 8th May.
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Autumn passage was down on 2012, returning to 2011 levels, with 24 reported from 12 sites (43 
reported from 16 in 2012, 27 from ten in 2011), singles unless stated: August: Rainham, 22nd and 
25th;  Wanstead Flats, 22nd and 25th; Barking Bay, 25th;  Westley Heights, 25th; Gunners Park, three 
on 26th. September: Church Broom Wood, Little Leighs, 1st;  Wanstead Park 3rd; John Weston EWT, 
Walton-on-the-Naze, 4th;  Wanstead Flats, 6th, 7th; 9th, 13th and 21st with two on 20th; Lee Valley, 
Walthamstow Marshes, 8th; Blue House Fm EWT, North Fambridge, 12th, Frinton-on-Sea, 15th; 
Gunners Park, three on 15th, 21st; Rainham, 15th with two on 20th and on 29th; Fleet Head, 18th.

There were no later autumn records.

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis
Common resident and passage migrant.
Only 76 possible territories were reported from ten sites (123 possible territories were reported 
from 19 in 2012 and 90 from ten in 2011). The highest counts came from: Blue House Fm, 48 and 
Foulness, ten. No count was received from Old Hall, which held ten breeding pairs in 2012. This 
species remains under-reported and all breeding records should be submitted.

First-winter counts from January to mid-March of 30 or more came from eight sites (the same as 
in 2012 after none in 2011): January: Abberton Res., 50+ on 24th; Lee Valley, KGV Res., 70 on 23rd; 
Paglesham Lagoon, 50 on 2nd. February:  Wormingford, 70 on 18th; Ramsden Heath, 30 on 9th. 
March: Hanningfield Res., 45 on 21st;  Wanstead Flats, 30 on 20th and 40 on 23rd.

Further counts of 20 or more were as follows: January:  Wanstead Flats, 20 on 4th, 23 on 19th, 23 
on 21st, 20 on 22nd, Foulness, 25 on 13th. February:  Wanstead Flats, 20 on 12th. Foulness, 20 on 
10th. March:  Wanstead Flats, 20 on 11th, 25 on 13th, 30 on 20th, 20 on 21st. Foulness, 24 on 10th.

Spring passage from late March until end of April was reported from 51 locations (35 in 2012, 44 
in 2011) with 42 counts of more than ten. The highest counts came from: March: Fairlop Waters, 45 
on 28th and 29th;  Wanstead Flats, 40 on 23rd and 25th; Lee Valley, Walthamstow Res., 30 on 28th; 
Gunpowder Park 25 on 30th; Tye Hall Fm, 25 on 25th.  April: Rowhedge, 35 on 14th,  Abberton Res., 
25 on 14th and 25th; Stow Marsh, 20 on 6th; Foulness, 59 on 14th; Lee Valley, Walthamstow Marsh, 
50 on 11th; Bradwell BO, 40 on 11th.

Autumn migration was in evidence from early August with reports from 76 sites (70 in 2012). 
Three-figure counts came from: September: Abberton Res., 120+ on 22nd; Colne Point, 102 on 20th, 
200 on 23rd; Foulness, 224 on 22nd; Frinton-on-Sea, 159 on 12th; 115 on 13th; 890 on 15th, 242 on 
17th, 147 on 19th, 431 on 20th, 742 on 21st, 215 on 23rd; Gunners Park, 280 on 15th; 160 on 21st; 
Holland Haven, c200 on 21st; Old Hall, 124 on 18th; The Naze, 200 on 15th. October: Foulness, 116 
on 20th; Frinton-on-Sea, 134 on 3rd, 134 on 6th, 133 on 30th; The Naze, 111 on 19th;  West Bergholt, 
156 on 12th.

Second winter counts came from 83 sites (58 in 2012, 53 in 2011), with counts of 40 or more 
being: November: Foulness, 61 on 17th; Lee Valley, KGV Res.,50 on 3rd. December: Foulness, 62 on 
15th; The Naze, 50 on 7th, 40 on 14th.

Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus 
Scandinavian Rock Pipit A. p. littoralis
Winter visitor to coast. Scarce passage migrant inland.
First winter records came from some 54 sites (44 in 2012, 34 in 2011) with counts of five and over 
recorded as follows (site maximum in each case): January: Althorne, 13 on 12th; Goldhanger, five on 
14th; The Naze, seven on 6th; Rainham, 32 on 9th; South Fambridge, five on 29th. February: Howe 
Outfall, Dengie, seven on 11th; Rainham, ten on 9th. March: Colne Pt, six on 11th; Rainham, nine on 
29th. The last record was at Wanstead Flats on 19th April. 

First arrivals of the autumn were three at Old Hall on 1st October. Counts of five and more were 
as follows (site maximum in each case): October: Althorne, eight on 18th; Bradwell BO, ten on 20th; 
Colne Point, 12 on 20th; Frinton-on-Sea, 11 on 31st; Old Hall, 17 on 18th; Rainham, eight on 10th; 
Rolls Fm, nine on 21st.
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Second winter counts came from 53 sites (38 in 2012, 29 in 2011). Counts of five and over were 
as follows (site maximum in each case): November: Bradwell BO, 15 on 10th; Colne Pt, 12 on 11th; 
Foulness, nine on 15th; Frinton-on-Sea, five on 30th; Holliwell Pt, Dengie, five on 10th; Limbourne 
Creek, five on 17th; The Naze, five on 27th; Old Hall, 13 on 2nd; Rolls Fm, nine on 18th, Tollesbury 
Wick, six on 30th. December: Colne Pt, six on 22nd; Old Hall, five on 3rd; Rainham, 20 on 13th; 
Southey Creek, five on 6th;  Wallasea Is., five on 1st.

Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta    EBSIP	
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 
In the first winter period, reports came from ten sites (12 in 2012, 13 in 2011) as follows (singles 
unless specified): January: Rainham, 1-2 throughout the month with six reported on 23rd; South 
Fambridge and Vange Marsh RSPB, 1-2 throughout the month. February: Rainham, 2-3 throughout 
the month; South Fambridge, one on 3rd, 9th and 15th; Abberton Res., one on 23rd. March: Rainham 
three on 3rd and 13th, singles on 9th 13th, 17th and 24th;  Walthamstow Res., Lee Valley, 14th; 
Bowers Marsh, 29th; South Fambridge, 29th.

While the April records at Rainham (two on 1st, one on 6th and 12th, and three on 7th) were likely 
to be lingering wintering birds, more certain spring passage involving individuals was reported from: 
Abberton Res., 12th, Holland Haven CP, 22nd and 26th; Old Hall, 14th; and The Naze, 11th. There 
were no later records until autumn.

There were three records indicating autumn passage in October: Rainham on 10th, Walthamstow 
Res., Lee Valley, on 12th;  West Thurrock, 23rd; and Blue House Fm EWT, two on 17th.

Second winter counts came from five sites (eight in 2012 and 2011) with singles recorded, unless 
stated, as follows: November:  West Thurrock, two on 6th; Rainham 22nd. December: Rainham,  
4th and 15th; Abberton Res., two on 11th;  West Thurrock, 12th; South Fambridge, 20th.

Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla
Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor in variable numbers.
There were reports in the first winter period from 31 sites (16 in 2011).  All records were of 1-8 birds 
apart from: Goslings Fm, Brightlingsea, ten on 25th January; Moverons, Brightlingsea, 20 on 22nd 
January; Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe, 15 on 19th February; Bradwell BO, ten on 20th February. The 
latest record was of one at St Osyth on 26th April.

In the second winter, the earliest record was from Frinton-on-Sea with two on 1st October.  A total 
of 38 was noted from this site during the month with peaks of 16 on 5th and 12 on 10th, these being 
the only double-figure counts from the county. Reports were received from a further 21 sites during 
October. The second winter period saw reports of 1-3 birds from 13 sites with a maximum of seven 
at Rignalls, Gt Horkesley on 19th November.

Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs
Common resident, passage migrant and winter visitor.
This woodland edge species remains common and widespread throughout the county.

In the first winter there were 31 reports of flocks of 50 or more but only two three- figure counts: 
Maydays Fm, Mersea, 100+ on 15th January; Sunnymead Fm Wivenhoe, 150 on 5th February.  
Good numbers were consistently reported from the feeders at Bradwell BO with a peak of 80 on 
17th March.

Records indicating spring migration included: Leyton Flats, 152 on 3rd April, then a strong 
movement over 6th-7th with 134 at Beckton, 100 at Dagnam Pk, Harold Hill, 550 east at Wakering 
Stairs on the former date, and 95 at Old Hall, 120 at Bradwell BO and 131 past Frinton-on-Sea on 
the latter date. Movement past Frinton-on-Sea totaled 73 in March and 374 in April.

Autumn passage was poorly reported away from Frinton-on-Sea where 1,006 were counted in 
October, peaking with 182 on 11th, and 279 in November.
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Numbers in the last two months remained low, with just eight flocks of 50 or more reported and 
a peak of 150 at Rignalls, Gt Horkesley on 19th November.

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Very uncommon and local resident.
Records came from three sites in the first three months of the year, all singles unless stated otherwise: 
Braxted Pk, 1st January, 7th-19th February, with two on 12th February; Hockley Woods, three on 5th 
March increasing to four on 9th with the last reported two on 17th; Shut Heath Wood, 8th April.

The only records in the latter part of the year were:  Woodford Green, 25th October; Leyton Flats, 
five on 15th November.  A disappointing year.

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Declining resident. 
Seven counts greater than five were 
received in the first winter period with 
peaks of 17 at Newland Grove on 22nd 
March and eight at Brookes EWT on  
29th March.

Summer records indicate good popu
lations around Belchamps,  Ashen, 
Braintree and Rayne, with at least 12 
along the Flitch Way between the 
latter two sites on 26th  August.

In the second winter period the 
highest number recorded was eight at 
Leez Res, on 7th September and Broak’s 
Wood, Halstead on 2nd December.

Greenfinch  Chloris chloris
Common but recently declined 
resident and passage migrant.
The only notable flock recorded in the first winter period was centred on Bradwell BO where 50+ 
were noted on seven dates with a peak of 80 on 20th February.

Post-breeding flocks included counts of 50 at Bradwell BO on 28th July and Wanstead Flats on  
3rd August, and 60 at Gt Henny on 18th September. The peak at Bradwell BO was 80 on 22nd 
September.

Visible migration was limited, with totals from Frinton-on-Sea of 14 in September, 280 in October, 
peaking at 59 on 6th, and 24 in November.

The only notable count in the last two months of the year was 55 at Foulness on 15th December.

Linnet  Linaria cannabina
Common but declined resident and passage migrant.
The highest numbers recorded in the first winter period were: Maydays Fm, Mersea, 200 on 15th 
January; Moverons, Brightlingsea, 200 on 22nd January; Rainham, 180 on 23rd January;  Wallasea Is, 
peak of 120 on 26th January; Abbotts Hall, 250 on 1st February;  Wormingford Airfield, 150 on 18th 
February; Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe, 100 on 19th February; Beachet Wood, 100 on 20th February; 
Abberton Res., 100 on 13th March.

Spring passage included: Colne Pt, 220 on 27th April; Frinton-on-Sea, totals of 51, 220 and 43 in 
March,  April and May respectively.

Late summer gatherings were noted from mid-July and included: Redlands, Chrishall, 70 on 13th 
July; Rainham, 85 on 16th July; Bradwell BO, 98 on 21st July increasing to 120 on 25th August. 

Bullfinch (Sam Shippey)
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Autumn passage peaked in late September as follows: Leez Res., 100 on 7th September; Colne Pt, 
150 on 20th September, increasing to 350 on 29th; Bradwell BO, 145 on 21st September; Foulness, 
160 on 22nd September;  Wigboro Wick Fm, St Osyth, 180 on 2nd October. Movement past Frinton-
on-Sea was poor with just 95 in September and 90 in October noted.

Numbers were then lower in the last two months of the year:  Wallasea Is., 200 on 2nd November; 
Bowers Marsh, 100 on 18th November; Alresford, 100 on 30th November; Abberton Res., 100 on 7th 
December; Foulness, 100 on 22nd December.

Twite  Linaria flavirostris
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant.
In the first winter, records came from four sites (seven in 2012): Old Hall, up to five reported on five 
dates from 12th January to 17th February, eight on 25th March; South Woodham Ferrers, five on 7th 
January, one on 16th January; Stow Marsh, one on 1st March.

In the second winter, the earliest record was from Old Hall, two on 21st October. Thereafter 
reports came from six sites: Stow Marsh, two on 2nd November, eight on 13th November; The Naze, 
three on 10th November, one on 7th December; Shop Lane, W. Mersea, 23rd November; Old Hall, 13 
on 26th November, eight on 20th December; Gunners Pk, one on19th December.

Lesser Redpoll  Acanthis cabaret
Formerly resident, now a scarce and decreasing passage migrant and winter visitor.
Reports of gatherings of ten or more birds in the first winter period came from 21 localities (16 in 
2012). The highest numbers reported were as follows: January: Langham, 50 on 4th; Frinton-on-Sea, 
35 on 9th; Chigborough Lakes, 60 on 13th; Ingrebourne Valley, 30 on 28th and 31st; then Thames 
Chase, 40 on 3rd February, Writtle, 30 on 31st March. The last record was of one at Holland Haven 
on 3rd May.

The first birds reported in the autumn were two south at Frinton-on-Sea on 5th October. Thereafter 
passage was generally light other than 192 on 30th October and 52 on 1st November, with monthly 
totals of 221 and 171 respectively. Elsewhere the peak counts were: The Naze, 12 on 20th October;  
Wanstead Flats, 15 on 23rd October.

In the second winter period reports of 10-60 came from 13 sites with notable totals as follows: 
Leyton Flats, Epping Forest, a peak of 60 on 8th November with eight other counts of 30+ until the 
year end; Ingrebourne Valley, 30 on 27th November and 22nd December; Brook Fm Upminster, 43 
on 22nd December.

Redpoll Sp. Acanthis sp.
Scarce but regular winter visitor.
Reports of Mealy Redpolls Carduelis flammea came from 11 sites, involving at least 20 individuals, 
but no supporting details were received for any of them. Redpoll identification is not straightforward 
so observers are urged to send in notes or photographs to support their records.

Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra
Irregular visitor in very variable numbers. Has bred.
Very scarce at the start of the year with three records from the Coggeshall area in early January, peak 
of 12 at Markshall on 1st January, then singles in March at Belhus Wood on 19th and South Woodham 
Ferrers on 29th. In April, two were in a Halstead garden on 9th and four were in the Ingrebourne 
Valley on 15th.

The summer influx commenced in mid-July, birds being noted at 18 sites with peaks of:  Westley 
Heights, seven on 21st, nine on 27th; Dagenham Chase, 12 on 21st; Markshall, four on 23rd.  
Small numbers were noted in early August with isolated singles through September and October.

The only records at the end of year were in November at Chelmsford on 2nd and Friars Pk Southend 
on 17th, each involving two birds.
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Parrot Crossbill  Loxia pytyopsittacus 	
BBRC (3, 4, 7)
Vagrant.
Gunners Pk    four   12th-14th October  PMG, DK
This group was widely appreciated during its stay, and 
comprised two adult males, an adult female and a young 
female, These birds constituted only the second record for 
the County, the first being as long ago as 1862. The Essex 
birds came at the start of an arrival noted at several sites 
across the country in the autumn of 2013.

Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis
Common but declined resident  
and passage migrant.
There were 16 flocks of 50+ birds reported during the 
opening months of the year with peaks of 100 on 10th 
February at Bradwell BO and 250 on 10th March at Gt 
Totham. Spring passage was light with totals of 46 and 143 noted passing Frinton-on-Sea during 
April and May respectively, with a clear peak of 117 on 2nd May.

Post- breeding gatherings included: Blackey Lane GPs, Willows Green, 100 on 18th August; Foulness, 
105 on 25th August; Bradwell BO, peak of 120 on 1st September.

Autumn passage commenced in late September and was reduced from recent years with monthly 
totals from Frinton-on-Sea of 2,393 in October and 1,288 in November. Peak counts included, in 
October, 404 on 5th, 410 on 15th, 300 on 16th, and 326 and 383 on 1st and 8th November 
respectively. Elsewhere coastal movement was noted at Holland Haven, Colne Pt and Gunners Pk, 
with 300 at the former on 16th October the highest count.

No further notable flocks were recorded to the year end, with just three reports of groups of  
50-60.

Siskin  Spinus spinus
Locally common winter visitor and passage migrant.
There were 32 reports of more than 25 during the first winter period with the following peaks: 
Hillhouse Wood, West Bergholt, 50 on 7th January; Cornhill Meadows, 50 on 11th January; Belhus 
Woods, 60 on 22nd February; Hanningfield Res., 50 on 9th March. 

A light spring passage was noted at Frinton-on-Sea with totals of 43 and 34 in March and April 
respectively. The final spring bird was noted at Bradwell BO on 26th May.

Breeding was confirmed at Langley, near Clavering, where a pair raised three young. In addition a 
bird was noted at Donyland Wood on 21st July.

Isolated singles were noted in August and early September before autumn passage commenced in 
mid-September with the first double-figure count, ten at Gunners Pk on 21st. Thereafter Frinton-
on-Sea noted six to the end of the month, and then 360 in October with peaks of 54 on 5th, 40 on 
6th, 48 on 21st, 44 on 22nd and 57 on 30th.

Numbers in the second winter were low, the largest flocks being: Bowyers Water LV, 150 on 4th 
December; Hooks Marsh, 70 on 17th December.

Parrot Crossbill, Gunners Pk, October 
(Alan Shearman)

Snow Bunting  Plectrophenax nivalis
Locally common coastal passage migrant and winter visitor.
The majority of reports again came from the coastal strip with most along the seaboard from The 
Naze to Shoebury, this species appearing to not penetrate so far up the Thames as in the previous 
winter. Most sightings were of ones and twos but there were sizeable flocks during the second mid-
winter period. 
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The largest flock in the first winter period was of 40 at Stone Pt, E. Mersea on January 8th reducing 
to 30 by the 29th. The last report of the first winter was of a single bird on 11th March at Jaywick 
and was clearly on passage as none were seen through February.

The first autumn report was of a single bird from Shoeburyness on 10th October.  A flock of 24 was 
at Colne Pt on 30th November, while 18 were noted on Foulness on 2nd December, .and Wallasea 
Is. held 18 on the same day. Flocks totalling up to 60 were at Jaywick in early December; Bradwell 
BO had 12 on 4th and there were a dozen at Holland Haven on 17th.

Away from the coast there were reports of a singleton and two on the river wall at Blue House  
Fm EWT reserve on 24th October and 12th December respectively. There was also one at Old Hall 
on 12th November, with three there on 13th, and a single bird at South Fambridge between  
20th and 25th December. The only inland record was of a single male on Wormingford Airfield on 
30th October. 

Lapland Bunting  Calcarius lapponicus    EBSIP	
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant in varying numbers.
Birds were reported from just one site during the first winter period when 4-9 were recorded at 
Wigboro Wick Fm between 6th January and 25th March.

The earliest birds in the second half of the year were in September, a juvenile at Colne Pt on 13th 
and a calling migrant over Frinton on 15th, where another passed two days later. One flew west over 
Marsh Fm, South Woodham Ferrers on 22nd, and there was another at Deal Hall on the last day of 
that month. There were no reports in October or December but in November there were five birds 
at Stone Pt, Hamford Water on 11th and singles at Bradwell BO on 10th and 12th; Deal Hall, Dengie 
on 13th and The Naze on 20th.

Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella
Common but declining resident. 
In total 250 males/territories were reported from 54 sites (230 from 49 in 2012). Territorial males/
pairs exceeding five in number were reported as follows: (previous year’s figures in brackets where 
known): Langham/Ardleigh/Little Bromley, 11; Clare/Stoke Ovendon, 12; Ridgewell Airfield,  Ashen, 
nine (12); Hickford Hill, eight, Lamarsh/Henney Street, 14 (ten); Copford, eight, Iltney Fm, Mundon, 
five, Orsett Fen, eight.

Flocks exceeding 20 birds in the first part of the year were reported from 12 sites and included 
Goslings Fm, Bradwell, near Coggeshall where there were 40 on 6th January and 48 on the 25th, 
reducing to 20 by 24th February.  Also in January, 30+ were at Iltney Fm, Mundon on13th, 42 at 
Wigboro Wick Fm on 19th, 40 at Weeley on 20th and 20+ at Brightlingsea on 22nd. In February 
there were flocks of 25 at Wickham St. Paul on 7th, 44 at Strethall and 30 at Abberton Res. on 23rd 
and at Langdon Hills NR on 23rd and 24th. During March 120 were at Bakers Lane, Felsted and a 
further 120 close to Felsted on 3rd while 75 were on Ridgewell airfield at Ashen on 4th and c100 
there on 2nd April.  A late flock of 30 was in the Wormingford area on 16th May.

Winter flocks of 20 or more were fewer for the second winter period but in October 22 were at 
Rivenhall on 22nd and 30 were at Sandbeach Fm, Bradwell on 30th. On 13th November Wickham 
St. Paul and Hall Fm Gestingthorpe had flocks of 25 and 24 birds respectively and 30 birds were at 
Redlands near Elmdon on 9th December.  Around 200 were on Ridgewell Airfield at Ashen on 10th. 
This was the observer’s best flock count for years! Fifty were at Alresford on December 15th and 
Goslings Fm, Bradwell, near Coggeshall held 30 on 24th. It appears that the species’ strongholds are 
mainly in the central northern part of the County and in the south there are pockets of distribution 
connected with areas where there are fields of low acreage where hedges remain dense, possibly 
lower use insecticidal dressings and weed seeds more readily available for winter flocks around field 
margins in the breeding season.

Ringing note: at Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe, 123 were ringed and a further 25 retrapped from 
previous years during the period from 15th February to 16th May.

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   116 28/2/16   19:00:34



Systematic list 2013  117

Contributors are asked to send in all records, especially breeding season, details of males/singing 
males on territory, and winter flocks of 20 or more birds.

Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoenichlus
Much declined resident, winter visitor and passage migrant.
During the breeding season 135 singing males were reported and there were five or more pairs 
present at the following sites: Blue House Fm, 48-50 (47); Bradwell BO, 46 between the Marina and 
Marshhouse Outfall; Broomhouse Flash, Langham, four (five); Cattawade, eight (six); Cornmill 
Meadows, seven; Heybridge/Goldhanger, seven; Hickford Hill, five (seven); Ingrebourne Valley, 5-6 
(five); Old Hall, six* (18). (*denotes an incomplete count). 

During the first winter period there were flocks with more than 20 individuals reported as follows: 
in January, 20 in the Ingrebourne Valley on 1st; 50-60 at Bryhers Fm St Osyth next day; 21 on Two 
Tree Is., on 6th; 40 at Althorne on 13th; c20 at Tollesbury Wick on 14th; 26 in suaeda at Weymarks 
beach, Bradwell on 16th; 24 at Rainham on 19th; 24 at Althorne on 23rd, when 150 plus were at 
Iltney Fm, Mundon, and 30 at Wallasea Is., on 26th. In February,40 were counted between St. 
Lawrence and Bradwell BO on 10th, with 21 at Howe Outfall next day, and there were 30 at Saltcoats 
SWF on 19th. In March, 40 remained at Bryhers Fm, St Osyth on 2nd, 45 were at Bradwell BO on 
10th and 48 at Wigboro Wick on 13th. There were 24 at Saltcoats as late as 24th April.

During the autumn/ second winter period a flock of 15 was at Bowers Marsh from 15th September 
into early October and thereafter flocks containing more than 20 individuals were seen at Old Hall, 
where in October there were 30 on 10th and 23 on the western section on 21st, and 23 there on 
11th December.

Ringing note: 120 were ringed and 37 re-trapped from previous years between 6th January and 3rd 
May at Sunnymead Fm, Wivenhoe.

Contributors are asked to send in all records, especially breeding season details of males/singing 
males on territory, and winter flocks of 20 or more birds.

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra
Declining resident. 
A total of 138 singing males was reported from 33 sites during the breeding season (151 from 38 in 
2012). The following sites held five or more pairs (2012 figures in brackets): Abberton Res., six; N 
Dengie (Bradwell to Marshhouse), 11 (13) Foulness, 14 (12), Gt Stambridge, nine;  Wormingford, 
nine; Lt. Bromley, five (five); Lodge Fm, nr Elmdon (12), St. Osyth, seven (eight); Strethall Field, six 
(16) and Vange Marsh, five.

During the first winter period flocks of 25-49 birds were reported from 14 widely scattered areas 
along the coast and three sites inland. Those in excess of 50 birds were as follows:  Wallasea Is., up to 
500 in January, 130 in February. 200 in March and 80 in April; Abberton Res. 200 on 13th January; 
100+ on 23rd February and 84 on 9th April; Stow Marsh, 120 on 13th January and 50 on 1st March; 
Tollesbury Wick, 60 on 14th January; Colne Pt, 65 on 16th January and 86 on 8th February; Decoy 
Fm, Tollesbury, 54, also on 16th; Iltney Fm, Mundon, 200 on 23rd January and 140 on 2nd April; St 
Osyth, 60 on 28th January; Marshouse, Dengie 46 on 31st March.

In the second winter period flocks of 25-49 birds were seen at six sites with 50 or more recorded 
from Stow Marsh, 110 on 18th October and 130 on 3rd December; Iltney Fm, Mundon, 110 on 30th 
October;  Wallasea Is., 200 on 2nd November; Abberton Res., 115 on 17th November; Colne Pt, 80 
on 20th November; South House Fm, 60 on 30th November; Southey Creek, Maldon, 60 on 7th 
December; Foulness, 101 on 15th December,

A partly leucistic male with pale tail and rump was seen on 1st September at Bowers Marsh.
Contributors are asked to send in all records, especially breeding season details of males/singing 

males on territory, and winter flocks of 20 or more birds.
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Appendix I: Category D Species
Appendix II: Category E Species

Black Swan  Cygnus atratus 
Australia and New Zealand.
There were only 18 records from five sites this year (44 records from seven sites in 2012) but the 
estimated number of individuals was the same.  All records bar one occurred during the first half of 
the year, viz: Mistley Quay, single birds on 2nd January, 16th February, 17th March and 1st April; The 
Naze, a single bird on 11 occasions between 3rd March and 3rd April; Boreham, one on January 7th; 
Rainham, five on 21st February and two on 5th-6th May; Bowyers Water LV, one on 4th 
December.  Although 11 birds are estimated in total, the records from Mistley and The Naze could 
easily have referred to the same bird.

Year	 2013	 2012	 2011	 2010	 2009	 2008	 2007	 2006	 2005

Numbers	  11	 11	 9+	 16+	 20+	 14+	 11+	 13+	 12+
Locations	 5	 7	  11	  13	  13	  13	 13	  15	  18

Red-breasted Goose  Branta ruficollis 
Eastern Europe and Russia.  Records of presumed feral birds were confined to Abberton Res., where 
two were seen on 30th July, and to Hamford Water, where a pair had a nest with six eggs but no 
goslings were seen. 

Bar-Headed Goose  Anser indicus
Central Asia.  Old Hall; one was present between 9th January and 15th February.  What was likely to 
have been the same bird was present at Lofts Fm GP on 23rd February.

Ross’s Goose  Anser rosii
North America.  What was presumably the same bird regularly wandered between Belhus Wood 
CP, the Ingrebourne Valley, Mardyke Valley and Rainham during the period January-April, the final 
sighting being at the last named locality on 11th May.

Swan Goose  Anser cygnoides
Northern China, Mongolia and S.E. Russia.  Abberton Res., the bird present during much of 2012 
remained until at least 18th June, and was present again on 27th November; Bradwell BO, two birds 
were present – on and off – on East Hall Fm Res. between 9th April and 29th September. 

Snow Goose  Chen caerulescens
North America.  One was present in the Wat Tyler CP/Vange Wick area on several dates during 
January-March and again on 16th August and 14th and 19th December. 

Emperor Goose  Chen canagica
Bering Sea/Alaska.  Holland Haven; one on 3rd February; Horsey Is., three on 2nd June.

Maned Goose  Chenonetta jubata
Australia.  Connaught Water, one on 4th January and 7th February.

Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea 
S.E.Europe, Central and S.E.  Asia.  Abberton Res., two on 30th July; a hybrid between this species 
and an unspecified partner was present at Beckton on 6th January and Barking Bay on 12th 
August.
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Chiloe Wigeon  Anas sibaltrix
South America.  Paglesham, one on 26th January.

Ringed Teal  Callonetta leucophrys
South America.  Connaught Water, two on 30th November and six on 7th December.

Hooded Merganser  Laphodytes cucullatus
North and Central America.  Connaught Water, a single bird on 15th-16th January and again on 
20th November.

Indian Peafowl  Pavo cristatus
South Asia.  Weeley, one on 25th November. Boxted, one on 31st March.

Harris’ Hawk  Parabuteo unicinctus
South, Central and North America.  Four records this year as follows:  Walton-on-the-Naze, 4th 
March; Great Totham, one on 30th March; Orsett Fen/Grey Goose Fm, one on 22nd October;  
Wigboro Wick Fm, St Osyth, one on 25th October.

Saker/Gyr  Falco cherrug/rusticolus
Italy, Balkans, Middle East Central Asia.  Rainham, one was seen on 22nd and 30th March; Leyton 
Marsh, one, presumably the Rainham bird, also on 30th March.

Budgerigar  Melopsittacus undulates 
Australia.  Boreham, a blue  on 7th May; Frinton-on-Sea, one seen flying with a flock of 20 
Starlings on 19th July; Sutton Rd Cemetery, Southend-on-Sea, a white bird on 26th July.

Cockatiel  Nymphicus hollandicus
Australia.  E. Tilbury, one on 13th April.

Galah  Eolophus roseicapilla
Australia.  Walthamstow Marsh, one on 4th May.

Zebra Finch  Taeniopygia guttata castanotis
Australia.  Gunners Pk, one on 8th September.

Yellow-crowned Bishop  Euplectes afer
Africa south of the Sahara.  E. Tilbury, one on 5th October.

 
Hybrid Aythya-type Duck
Hybrids, possibly including Tufted, Pochard and/or Scaup genes, were reported from Old Hall, 10th 
January; Paglesham Lagoon, 3rd February; Belhus Wood CP, 19th March;  Wanstead Flats, 25th March; 
Langdon Plotlands, 4th December. 

Red-crested Pochard/Mallard Hybrid
Abberton Res., one on 21st December

Wood Duck/Mallard Hybrid
70 Acres Lake, one on 17th November.  Drake Mallards are incorrigible!
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Request for information 2013

Species	S ite	 No	D ate	

Balearic Shearwater 	C anvey Pt	 2 	 25th August
Bee-eater	 Thurrock, Lakeside Retail Pk	 3	 20th May
Bee-eater	 Bradwell BO	 1	 5th June
Bee-eater	 Bradwell BO	 1	 5th June
Black Kite	L ayer de la Haye	 1	 13th April
Black Kite	 William Girling Res.	 1	 25th July
Black Kite	 Walthamstow Res.	 1	 30th May
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Tollesbury 	 1 	 10th March
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Deal Hall, Dengie	 3	 10th, 11th and 
			   13th November
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Wakering Stairs	 1 	 12th October
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	C anvey Is.	 1 	 14th, 18th, and  
			   24th December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Foulness	 2 	 1st December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	R edward Outfall,  
	C rouch Estuary 	 3 	 1st December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Shoeburyness	 1 	 20th October
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Paglesham East End	 3 	 22nd December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Hamford Water	 1 	 23rd and 31st January
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Maldon	 1 	 24th February  
			   and 2nd March
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Holliwell Pt, Dengie	 1	 28th December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	L eigh Cocklesheds 	 3 	 28th September 
			   to 11th October
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Walton on the Naze	 2	 2nd April
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Bradwell BO	 1 	 30th December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 The Naze	 1 	 31st March
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 Heybridge Basin	 1	 4th April
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 St Osyth.Wigboro Wick Fm	 1 	 6th December
Brent Goose (Black Brant)	 South Shoebury 	 1 	 8th and 17th October
Corncrake 	 Holland Haven	 1	 11th September
Corncrake 	 Holland Haven	 1	 22nd September
Corncrake 	 Holland Haven	 1	 22nd September
Corncrake 	C olne Pt	 1 	 3rd September
Crane 	 Fordham	 2	 26th March
Crane 	 St Osyth.Wigboro Wick Fm	 1 	 28nd April
Crane 	A bberton Res.	 1	 31st March
Dotterel	 White Roding	 1	 15th April
Dotterel	L ee Valley, Fishers Green 	 4	 7th May
Eleonora’s Falcon 	 Birch	 1 	 19th -July
Eleonora’s Falcon 	C helmsford	 1	 23rd July
Glaucous Gull	 Holland-on-Sea	 1	 17th February
Glossy Ibis	 South House Fm, Maldon 	 1	 30th November- 
			   3rd December
Glossy Ibis	L ee Valley, Fishers Green 	 1	 5th November
Glossy Ibis	A bbots Hall Fm EWT	 1	 7th October
Glossy Ibis	 Holland Haven	 2	 8th November
Golden Oriole	 Bretts Fm,  Aveley	 1	 3rd May
Golden Oriole	A 133 west of Weeley	 1	 12th May
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Goshawk	 South Woodford	 1	 26th January
Goshawk	N orth Weald Bassett,  
	R oughtalleys Wood	 1	 28th February
Goshawk	O ngar Pk Wood	 1	 7th April
Goshawk	N orth Weald Bassett,  
	R oughtalleys Wood	 1	 14th April
Goshawk	 Walthamstow Marshes	 1	 17th April
Goshawk	 South Woodham Ferrers	 1	 19th April
Goshawk	 Epping Forest, Woodreddon House	 1	 20th June
Goshawk	 Boreham	 1	 21st April
Goshawk	 Bradwell Power Station	 1	 21st April
Goshawk	 South Woodford	 1	 22nd April
Goshawk	 Brook Fm Upminster	 1	 23rd September
Great White Egret	R ainham	 2	 6th February
Great White Egret	R ainham	 2	 11th February
Great White Egret	 Wanstead Flats	 1	 3rd April
Great White Egret	I ngrebourne Valley	 1	 10th April
Great White Egret	R ainham	 1	 17th May
Great White Egret	 Stow Marsh 	 1 	 25th June
Great White Egret	R ainham	 1	 28th June
Great White Egret	 Barking, River Roding	 1	 25th July
Great White Egret	R oxwell 	 1 	 31st July
Great White Egret	 East Mersea	 1	 21st August
Great White Egret	 Foulness	 1	 13th November
Great White Egret	R ainham 	 1	 17th November
Great White Egret	A 13 going east	 1	 4th December
Great White Egret	 Foulness	 1 	 14th December
Honey Buzzard	R omford	 1	 24 April 
Honey Buzzard	L ee Valley, Walthamstow Res.	 1	 25th April
Honey Buzzard	 Gunners Pk	 1 	 5th May
Honey Buzzard	L ee Valley, Walthamstow Res.	 1	 11th May
Honey Buzzard	 Fingringhoe Wick	 1 	 15th May
Honey Buzzard	 Bradwell BO	 1	 21st May
Honey Buzzard	R ainham	 1	 19 May 
Honey Buzzard	C olchester	 1	 25th May
Honey Buzzard	L ee Valley, Walthamstow Marshes	 1	 27th June	
Honey Buzzard	L ee Valley, Galleyhill Wood	 1	 1st August
Honey Buzzard	 Bradwell BO	 1	 11th August
Honey Buzzard	 Two Tree Island (East)	 1 	 15th September 
Honey Buzzard	O ld Hall	 1	 18th September 
Honey Buzzard	 Marsh Fm, South Woodham Ferrers	 1 	 22th September 
Honey Buzzard	A bberton Res.	 1 	 29th September
Hoopoe	 The Naze	 1	 9th April 
Hoopoe	 The Naze	 1 	 11th April 
Hoopoe	A 127/128 junction	 1	 6th June 
Hoopoe	C olchester	 1	  
Iceland Gull 	A bberton Res.	 2 	 24th January 
Iceland Gull 	R ainham	 1	 12th March 
Iceland Gull 	 Westcliff	 1 	 21th March 
Iceland Gull 	C anvey Seafront	 1 	 13th December 

Species	S ite	 No	D ate	
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Iceland Gull 	 Wat Tyler CP	 1 	 14th December 
Iceland Gull 	C anvey Seafront	 1 	 31th December 
Leach’s Petrel 	 Gunners Pk	 2 	 11th October 
Long-tailed Skua	 Bradwell BO	 1	 21st July 
Long-tailed Skua	C anvey Pt	 2	 29th September 	  
			 
Long-tailed Skua	 Holland Haven	 1	 6th October 
Montagu’s Harrier	N orth Weald Bassett,  
	R oughtalleys Wood	 1	 14th April 
Nightjar	 Friday Wood	 Present  1st July 
Pallid Swift	 Upminster	 1	 23rd October 
Pallid Swift	 Hornchurch	 1	 27th October 
Pectoral Sandpiper	R ainham	 1	 25th April 
Pectoral Sandpiper	A bberton Res.	 1	 18th August 
Pectoral Sandpiper	A bberton Res.	 1 	 15th September 
Pectoral Sandpiper	A bberton Res.	 1	 22nd September 
Pectoral Sandpiper	A bberton Res.	 1 	 6th October 
Pectoral Sandpiper	A bberton Res.	 1 	 13th October 
Purple Heron	 South Woodford	 1	 4th June 
Raven	 Great Becketts	 2	 16th February 
Raven	 Essex Stour, Flatford	 1	 16th June 
Raven	C attawade	 1	 2nd July 
Red-rumped Swallow	 Foulness	 1	 22nd September 	
Rough-legged Buzzard	L ee Valley, Holyfield Hall Fm	 1	 17th January 
Rough-legged Buzzard	 West Bergholt	 1	 28th August 
Rough-legged Buzzard	 Foulness/Wallasea Is.	 1	 16th November- 
			   29th December
Sabine’s Gull	C anvey Pt	 1 	 12th October 	  
			 
Serin 	R ayne	 1 	 3rd June 
Serin 	 Great Baddow	 1 	 5th October 
Siberian Chiffchaff	R ainham	 1	 9th-18th January
Sooty Shearwater 	C anvey Pt	 1 	 25th August 
Sooty Shearwater 	C anvey Seafront	 1 	 6th September 	   
			 
Spotted Crake 	 Bowers Marsh	 1 	 5th October 
Spotted Crake 	 Bowers Marsh	 1 	 6th October 	  
			 
Spotted Crake 	 Bowers Marsh	 1 	 7th October 
Spotted Crake 	 Bowers Marsh	 1 	 9th October 	  
			 
Temminck’s Stint	R ainham 	 1	 14th May 
Woodlark	L eyton Oliver Road/  
	O rient Way 1km square	 1	 16th February 
Yellow-browed Warbler	 The Naze	 1	 29th September 
Yellow-browed Warbler	 Holland Haven	 1	 9th October 
Yellow-browed Warbler	 South Woodham Ferrers	 1 	 15th October 
Yellow-browed Warbler	 The Naze	 1 	 3rd-6th October
Yellow-browed Warbler	 The Naze	 2 	 20th October 

Species	S ite	 No	D ate	
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Earliest and Latest Dates of Summer  Visitors

Species	 Arrival 	 Location	 Dep. 	 Location

Garganey*	 Mar 17	 The Naze	O ct12	 Hanningfield Res.
Hobby	 Mar 21	C olchester	O ct 27	 Grays
Little Ringed Plover	 Mar 9	R ainham	 Sep 20	A bberton Res.
Temminck’s Stint	 May 14	R ainham		
Whimbrel*	A pr 7	O ld Hall/Rainham	O ct 20	 Bradwell BO
Wood Sandpiper	A pr 26	 Vange	O ct 21 	O ld Hall
Sandwich Tern	 Mar 10	 Frinton-on-Sea/Canvey Pt.	O ct 11	 Canvey Pt/Gunners Pk/
						     Frinton
Common Tern	 Mar 14	 Hanningfield Res.	N ov 3	O ld Hall/Beckton
Arctic Tern	A pr 12	R aphael Pk, Romford	N ov 13	O ld Hall
Little Tern	A pr 27	C olne Pt	O ct 12	 E.Tilbury
Black Tern	A pr 25	 Hanningfield Res.	O ct 4	 Stansted Airport 	

					    Lagoons
Turtle Dove	A pr 20	 Boreham	O ct 2	 Wigboro Wick Fm
Cuckoo	 Mar 30	 Toppesfield	 Sep 28	 Hanningfield Res.
Swift	A pr 14	R ainham	O ct 11	 East Tilbury
Wryneck				   Sep 9	 West Canvey Marsh
Sand Martin	 Mar 4	 Walthamstow Res.	O ct 19	R ainham/Walton-on-
					     the-Naze
Swallow*	 Mar 28	 Frinton-on-Sea	N ov 19	C lacton/Jaywick
House Martin	 Mar 28	 Waterworks NR, LV	N ov 13	 East Tilbury
Tree Pipit	 Mar 31	 Wanstead	 Sep 29	R ainham
Yellow Wagtail	 Mar 27	L eyton		N ov 28	 Blue House Fm
White Wagtail	 Mar 10	L eyton 	 Sep 22	 Bradwell BO
Nightingale	A pr 4	 Two Tree Is.	A ug 28	 Ford End
Common Redstart	A pr 3	 Bradwell Power Station	N ov 12	 W. Mersea
Whinchat	A pr 15	 Holland Haven	N ov 8	 Blue House Fm
Wheatear	 Mar 11	 Walthamstow Res./	 Nov 6	 Bradwell BO
			L   ockwood Res.		
Ring Ouzel	 Mar 29	 Tollesbury	N ov 3	 The Naze
Grasshopper Warbler	A pr 13	 Sewardstone Marsh	A ug 3	R ainham
Sedge Warbler	A pr 13	I ngrebourne Valley	O ct 9	C olne Pt
Reed Warbler	A pr 14	R ainham	O ct 9	 Bowers Marsh
Lesser Whitethroat*	A pr 17	 Mardyke Valley	O ct 6	 Bradwell BO
Common Whitethroat*	A pr 7	R ainham	O ct 17	 The Hythe
Garden Warbler	A pr 16	R oding Valley Meadows NR	O ct 4	 The Naze
Wood Warbler	A pr 24	 Hatfield Forest	 Sep11	 East Mersea
Willow Warbler	A pr 6	R ainham	O ct 15	 Bradwell BO/South Woodham
Spotted Flycatcher	A pr 27	 Dagenham Chase	O ct 25	K elvedon Hatch
Pied Flycatcher	A pr 16	 Wanstead 	O ct 5 	 The Naze

 •	 Overwintering records in systematic list

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   126 28/2/16   19:00:35



latest and earliest dates of winter visitors  127

Latest and Earliest Dates of  Winter  Visitors

Species	D eparture 	 Location	 Arrival 	 Location

Bewick’s Swan	 Mar 14	A bberton Res.	O ct 20	A bberton Res.
Whooper Swan*	A pr 15	 Blue House Fm	 Dec 19	C attawade
Pink-footed Goose	A pr 13	N etherhall GP	O ct 10	 Frinton-on-Sea
European White-fronted Goose 	A pr 9	O ld Hall	O ct 2	L eigh-on-Sea
Scaup*	 May 13	K GV Res.	 Sep 27	 Wakering
Long-tailed Duck	 May 4	 Fairlop Waters	 Sep 28	 Walthamstow Res.
Velvet Scoter	A pr 10	 Goldhanger	 Sep 29	 Thameside Nature Pk 
Goldeneye*	A pr 27	C higborough Lakes	 Sep 22	K GV Res.
Smew	A pr 7	 Mistley	 Sep 27	K GV Res.
Red-breasted Merganser*	 May 14	 Frinton-on-Sea	 Sep 25	 Frinton-on-Sea
Goosander	A pr 19	A bberton Res.	 Sep 21	 Gunpowder Pk, LV
Red-throated Diver	 May 30	 Holland Haven	 Sep 22	C anvey Pt/Bradwell BO
Black-throated Diver	A pr 10	 Gunners Pk	N ov 7	 West Mersea
Great Northern Diver*	A pr 10	 Blackwater estuary	N ov 3	 Beckton 
Red-necked Grebe	A pr 4	 Gunners Pk	O ct 20	 Gunners Pk
Slavonian Grebe	A pr 20	K GV Res.	A ug 26	K GV Res.
Bittern	A pr 6	A bberton Res.	O ct 5	A bberton Res.
Hen Harrier	 May 15	C higborough Lakes	A ug 27	 Southey Creek, Maldon
Merlin	A pr 24	 Blue House Fm	A ug 18	 Fingringhoe
Purple Sandpiper	A pr 22	 The Naze	 Sep 12	 Holland Haven
Jack Snipe	 Mar 13	 Foulness	 Sep 12	 The Hythe
Guillemot*	 May 21 	 Frinton-on-Sea	 Sep 3	 Holland Haven/
				    Frinton-on-Sea
Shore Lark			O   ct 20	 Frinton-on-Sea
Rock Pipit	A pr 19	 Wanstead	O ct 1	O ld Hall
Water Pipit	A pr 26	 Holland Haven	O ct 17	 Blue House Fm
Waxwing	 May 6	 Grays		
Fieldfare	A pr 19	 Wanstead	 Sep 21	 Braintree
Redwing	A pr 28	 Frinton-on-Sea	 Sep 22	 Frinton-on-Sea
Brambling	A pr 26	 St Osyth	O ct 1	 Frinton-on-Sea 
Siskin*	 May 26	 Bradwell BO	A ug 10	C ornmill Meadows
Twite	 Mar 1	 Stow Marsh	O ct 21	O ld Hall
Lapland Bunting	 Mar 27	 Wigboro Wick Fm	 Sep 11	C olne Pt
Snow Bunting	 Mar 11	 Jaywick	O ct 10	 Shoeburyness

*=summering records in Systematic List
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	 Jan	 Feb	 Mar	A pr	 Sep	O ct	N ov	 Dec

Mute Swan	 706	 833	 516	 469	 940	 1011	 693	 708
Greylag Goose	 1426	 1230	 942	 590	 2323	 1717	 1460	 2307
Canada Goose	 1818	 1419	 797	 661	 2889	 2620	 1700	 2110
Dark-bellied Brent Goose	 23264	 28254	 29264	 4431	 4807	 21382	 23642	 31273
Shelduck	 7129	 6733	 4702	 2251	 1081	 2198	 3502	 5142
Wigeon	 15807	 18052	 9435	 1297	 8932	 14853	 20173	 21611
Gadwall	 942	 756	 537	 235	 713	 661	 745	 567
Teal	 16620	 13049	 9031	 2373	 8603	 12069	 13131	 20015
Mallard	 3259	 2730	 1959	 1297	 4403	 3957	 3585	 3350
Pintail	 1217	 1733	 1014	 46	 691	 743	 892	 922
Shoveler	 891	 726	 842	 352	 2512	 1302	 902	 769
Pochard	 1231	 1193	 704	 330	 1347	 910	 1259	 1341
Tufted Duck	 1900	 2763	 2143	 2244	 5606	 4698	 3195	 3414
Goldeneye	 384	 710	 581	 294	 4	 21	 168	 448
Red-breasted Merganser	 267	 191	 157	 83	 40	 67	 217	 145
Ruddy Duck	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Red-throated Diver	 41	 20	 1	 2	 1	 1	 2	 6
Little Grebe	 253	 273	 216	 119	 257	 272	 294	 213
Great Crested Grebe	 397	 557	 251	 279	 692	 723	 1137	 670
Cormorant	 1056	 747	 426	 417	 1296	 1969	 1446	 915
Little Egret	 142	 106	 104	 147	 810	 785	 482	 271
Grey Heron	 88	 65	 65	 81	 150	 119	 142	 107
Water Rail	 3	 2	 2	 1	 2	 1	 2	 5
Moorhen	 361	 405	 282	 214	 363	 242	 320	 320
Coot	 1771	 1791	 1465	 848	 10955	 11211	 5334	 4143
Oystercatcher	 19251	 18288	 14599	 2655	 16395	 22167	 15336	 18913
Avocet	 2813	 1667	 2890	 530	 1758	 2626	 2758	 2581
Ringed Plover	 619	 532	 345	 80	 2259	 1250	 648	 1123
Golden Plover	 14546	 11279	 9690	 4828	 8076	 11031	 24926	 21065
Grey Plover	 13496	 9128	 7748	 3670	 6828	 9608	 14466	 14152
Lapwing	 20812	 17373	 5715	 368	 4332	 9161	 13860	 37473
Knot	 31462	 22748	 21806	 1894	 1265	 16967	 54891	 56214
Sanderling	 339	 308	 57	 45	 543	 184	 1037	 777
Dunlin	 52235	 47983	 39760	 3833	 7640	 25775	 54278	 51481
Ruff	 1	 25	 40	 9	 25	 41	 3	 0
Snipe	 126	 115	 153	 27	 89	 136	 133	 138
Black-tailed Godwit	 5485	 6228	 4430	 3299	 7320	 7269	 6623	 5650
Bar-tailed Godwit	 10268	 10939	 9015	 349	 2634	 3141	 7923	 10743
Curlew	 6386	 4950	 3783	 2767	 5985	 5421	 4807	 4586
Redshank	 7256	 5753	 4623	 3432	 8098	 9448	 8338	 7878
Greenshank	 8	 6	 8	 5	 244	 65	 13	 3
Turnstone	 1133	 855	 814	 452	 937	 1201	 1422	 1401

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) Totals for Essex 2013
Care should be taken when interpreting these figures as no records were available from several sites 
and there were no counts in some months from other areas. 
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Abberton Manor	 TL 99 19
Abberton Reservoir	 TL 98 17
Abbotts Hall Farm NR EWT	 TL 96 14
Abridge	 TQ 46 96
Aldham	 TL 92 25
Alexandra Lake, Wanstead Flats	 TQ 40 86
Alresford	 TM 06 21
Althorne	 TQ 91 99
Ardleigh	 TM 05 29
Ardleigh Reservoir	 TM 03 28
Arkesden	 TL 48 34
Ashdon	 TL 58 42
Asheldham Bridge	 TQ 96 01
Ashingdon	 TQ 86 92
Aubrey Buxton NR, near Stansted	 TL 52 26
Audley End	 TL 52 37
Aveley	 TQ 56 80
Aveley Landfill	 TQ 55 81
Backwarden, Danbury	 TL 78 03
Banbury Reservoir, Lee Valley 	 TQ 36 91
Bardfield	 TL 67 30
Barking	 TQ 45 84
Barking Bay/Marsh	 TQ 45 81
Barking Park, Barking	 TQ 44 85
Barling Marsh	 TM 93 90
Barrenley’s Wood, Billericay	 TQ 70 94
Barton Hall Creek, R. Roach	 TQ 91 90
Basildon	 TQ 72 89
Bateman’s Tower, Brightlingsea	 TM 07 16
Bathside Bay, Dovercourt	 TM 25 32
Battlesbridge	 TQ 78 94
Batts Hall, Kirby-le-Soken 	 TM 22 21
Beachet Wood	 TL 49 00
Beauchamp Roding	 TL 58 10
Beaumont	 TM 17 25
Beazley End	 TL 74 30
Beckton	 TQ 44 81
Beckton SW	 TQ 45 82
Becontree, Dagenham	 TQ 47 85
Beddalls Green, near Braintree	 TL 74 21
Bedfords Park EWT, Havering-atte-Bower	 TQ 51 92
Beeleigh	 TL 84 07
Belchamp Otten, near Sudbury	 TL 80 41
Belchamp Walter, near Sudbury	 TL 81 40
Belfairs Wood NR, Hadleigh	 TQ 82 86
Belhus Wood CP, Havering	 TQ 57 82
Bendysh Wood	 TL 61 40
Benfleet	 TQ 77 86
Benfleet Creek, Canvey Island	 TQ 78 85
Berechurch, Colchester	 TL 99 21
Berwick Ponds, Rainham	 TQ 54 83
Bicknacre	 TL 78 02
Bigod’s Wood, Gt Easton	 TL 62 25
Billericay	 TQ 67 94
Birch	 TL 94 19
Birch Lake	 TL 94 20
Birchanger	 TL 50 22
Birdbrook	 TL 70 41
Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire	 TL 48 21
Bittern Watchpoint, Lee Valley	 TL 37 03
Black Cat, Fyfield	 TL55 09
Black Notley	 TL 76 20
Blackmore	 TL 60 01
Blackmore End	 TL 73 30
Blake’s Wood, near Danbury	 TL 77 06
Blue House Farm EWT, North Fambridge	 TQ 80 97
Boarded Barns Farm, Ongar CBC	 TL 56 05
Bocking	 TL 76 24
Boreham GP	 TL 74 10
Borley	 TL 84 42

Bournes Green, Southend-on-Sea	 TQ 91 86
Boxted	 TM 00 32
Bower Hall, Silver End	 TL 81 19
Bradfield	 TM 14 30
Bradwell Bird Observatory (BBO)	 TM 03 08
Bradwell-on-Sea	 TM 00 06
Braintree	 TL 76 23
Brandy Hole	 TQ 82 95
Braxted Park	 TL 85 15
Brent Hall, Lawns Farm, near Finchingfield	 TL 67 33
Bretons, Hornchurch	 TL 51 84
Brickhouse Farm, Peldon	 TL 99 16
Bridgemarsh Island, Crouch Estuary	 TQ 89 96
Bridgewick Farm, Dengie	 TR 02 00
Brightlingsea	 TM 08 17
Broaks Wood, Gosfield	 TL 78 31
Brookes Reserve EWT, near Greenstead Green	 TL 81 26
Broomfield, Chelmsford	 TL 70 10
Broomhouse, Langham	 TM 0334
Broxted	 TL 58 27
Buckhurst Hill	 TQ 41 93 
Bully Pt NR, Stratford	 TQ 37 83
Bulphan Fen	 TQ 64 86
Bumbles Green	 TL 4105
Bumpstead	 TL 67 41
Bures	 TL 90 34
Burnham-on-Crouch	 TQ 94 96
Burstead	 TQ 67 92
Canewdon	 TQ 90 94
Canning Town	 TQ 40 81
Canvey Coastguards	 TQ 77 82
Canvey Island, Thames Estuary	 TQ 81 82
Canvey Point	 TQ 82 83
Canvey Seafront	 TQ 82 80
Carrolls Farm, Sewardstone	 TQ 38 96
Cattawade Marsh/Splodge	 TM 09 32
Catmere	 TL 4939
Cely Woods, Thames Chase	 TQ 55 83
Chafford Hundred, Thurrock	 TQ 60 79
Chalkney Wood	 TL 87 27
Chantry Wood, Wickham Bishops	 TL 84 13
Chesterford	 TL 51 41
Chigborough Lakes	 TL 87 08
Chignall Smealy	 TL 66 11
Chignall St James	 TL 66 09
Chigwell	 TQ 44 93
Childerditch	 TQ 61 89
Chingford	 TQ 38 94
Chingford Marsh, Lee Valley	 TQ 36 92
Chingford Plain, Epping Forest	 TQ 39 95
Chipping Ongar	 TL 56 03
Chrishall	 TL 44 39
Cindery Island, Brightlingsea Creek	 TM 09 16
City of London Cemetery, Wanstead	 TQ 42 86
Clacton-on-Sea	 TM 17 15
Clavering	 TL 47 31
Clayhall, near Wix	 TQ 42 90
Cleeshall Great Wood,  Alphamstone	 TL 87 33
Coalhouse Fort, East Tilbury	 TQ 69 76
Coate Outfall, Dengie	 TR 03 99
Cobbler’s Green, Felsted	 TM28 92
Cobmarsh Island, near West Mersea	 TM 00 12
Cockaynes Wood, near Alresford	 TM 05 21
Coggeshall	 TL 85 22
Colchester	 TL 99 25
Cold Norton	 TL 84 00
Coleman’s Farm	 TL 83 15
Coleman’s Reservoir	 TL 83 15
Collier Row, Romford	 TQ 49 91
Colliers Reach, R. Blackwater	 TL 07 88

Gazetteer
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Colne Engaine	 TL 8530
Colne Pt	 TM 10 12
Connaught Water, Epping Forest	 TQ 40 95
Cooksmill Green, Writtle	 TL 63 06
Coopers Creek, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 90 05
Coopersale	 TL 47 02
Copford SW, near Stanway	 TL 93 24
Coploe Hill, Strethall	 TL 49 42
Copped Hall Estate, Epping Forest 	 TL 43 01
Copped Hall Warren, Epping Forest	 TQ 43 00
Copperas Bay, Stour Estuary	 TM 19 32
Copperas Wood	 TM 20 31
Copt Hall, Tollesbury	 TL 98 14
Corbets Tey	 TQ 56 85
Cornmill Meadows, Lee Valley	 TL 38 01
Corringham	 TQ 70 83
Coryton	 TQ 74 82
Cranham Marsh, Upminster	 TQ 57 87
Crays Hill, Wickford	 TQ 70 93
Crays Hall Farm	 TQ79
Creekmouth, near Beckton	 TQ 45 81
Creeksea, near Burnham-on-Crouch	 TQ 93 96
Cressing, near Braintree	 TL 78 20
Cripplegate, Southminster	 TL 96 00
Crowsheath Wood, near Hanningfield Reservoir 	 TQ 72 96
Cudmore Grove CP, Mersea Island	 TM 06 14
Curry Farm, Bradwell	 TM 99 05
Dagenham	 TQ 50 84
Dagenham Chase	 TQ 51 85
Dagenham Corridor	 TQ 49 87
Dagnam Park, Harold Hill	 TQ 55 93
Danbury	 TL 78 05
Danbury Common	 TL 78 04
Deal Hall, Dengie	 TR 01 97
Debden	 TL 55 33
Debden Green	 TQ 43 98
Decoy Point, Heybridge Basin	 TL 89 06
Dedham	 TM 05 33
Distillery Pond, Colchester	 TM 01 23
Dobbs Weir, Nazeing	 TL 38 08
Docura’s Farm, Langham	 TM 02 33
Doddinghurst	 TQ 59 98
Donyland Wood	 TM 01 22
Dovercourt	 TM 25 31
Dovers Corner GP, Hornchurch CP	 TQ 52 83
Downham, near Wickford	 TQ 72 95
Dunmow	 TL 62 21
Dunton	 TQ 66 88
Dutton Hill, Thaxted	 TL 61 31
Earls Colne	 TL 85 28
East Donyland	 TL 03 21
East Ham	 TQ 43 83
East India Dock	 TQ 63 75
East Mersea	 TM 04 74
East Tilbury	 TQ 68 77
Easters, The (see Good & High Easter)	
Easton Lodge, near Dunmow	 TL 59 23
Eastwood, near Southend-on-Sea	 TQ 84 88
Elmdon	 TL 46 39
Elmshaws Farm Woods, Billericay	 TQ 65 93
Elmstead	 TM 06 25
Elsenham Hall, near Stansted Mountfitchett	 TL 54 25
Epping	 TL 46 02
Epping Forest	 TQ 42 98
Essex Filter Beds	 TQ 36 86
Essex Regiment Way GC, Colchester	 TL 96 24
Fairlop	 TQ 45 85
Fairstead, near Terling	 TL 77 17
Farnham, near Bishops Stortford	 TL 47 24
Felsted	 TL 67 20
Finchingfield	 TL 68 32
Fingringhoe	 TM 02 20
Fingringhoe GP	 TM 04 20
Fingringhoe Mill	 TM 03 20
Fingringhoe Wick NR EWT	 TM 09 19

Fishers Green, Lee Valley	 TL 37 03
Flag Creek, St Osyth	 TM 10 16
Fleet Head, Wakering	 TR 94 89
Fobbing	 TQ 71 83
Fordham	 TL 92 28
Fordham Heath	 TL 94 26
Fordstreet	 TL 92 26
Forest Gate	 TQ 40 85
Foulness Pt	 TM 04 95
Frating	 TM 09 23
Friars Park	 TQ9386
Friday Lake, Lee Valley	 TL 37 03
Friday Wood	 TL 98 21
Frinton-on-Sea	 TM 23 19
Fryerning, near Ingatestone	 TL 63 00
Fryerns, Basildon	 TQ 72 89
Fullbridge, Chelmer	 TL 85 07
Fuller Street, River Ter	 TL 73 15
Galleycable Wood, Gt Leighs	 TL 75 17
Galleyhill Wood, near Waltham Abbey	 TL 39 03
Galleywood, near Chelmsford	 TL 05 18
Gallows Corner, Danbury	 TQ 53 90
Gallows Green, near Stanway	 TL 92 26
Garnetts Wood, Great Dunmow	 TL 63 18
Geedon Saltings, Colne Estuary	 TM 04 18
Gestingthorpe	 TL 81 38
Gidea Park, Romford	 TQ 52 29
Gilwell Park, Roxwell	 TQ 39 97
Girling Reservoir, Lee Valley	 TQ 36 94
Glebe Outfall, Dengie	 TM 03 06
Gloucester Park, Basildon	 TQ 70 89
Gobions Pit, near East Tilbury	 TQ 68 97
Goldhanger	 TL 98 08
Good Easter	 TL 62 12
Gosbeck’s Farm, Colchester	 TL 97 22
Gosfield	 TL 78 29
Gosfield Airfield	 TL 77 31
Gosfield Lake	 TL 78 29
Grangewaters	 TQ 61 82
Grays	 TQ 61 77
Great Baddow, Chelmsford	 TL 72 05
Great Braxted	 TL 86 14
Great Bromley	 TM 08 26
Great Chesterford	 TL 50 42
Great Cob Island, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 98 10
Great Dunmow	 TL 62 22
Great Edney Wood, near Margaretting	 TL 66 03
Great Hallingbury	 TL 51 19
Great Henny	 TL 86 37
Great Holland	 TM 21 19
Great Holland Pits NR	 TM 20 19
Great Horkesley	 TL 97 30
Great Leighs	 TL 73 38
Great Maplestead	 TL 80 34
Great Notley	 TL 74 21
Great Oakley	 TM 19 27
Great Parndon, Harlow	 TL 43 08
Great Sampford	 TL 65 36
Great Totham	 TL 86 12
Great Wakering	 TR 94 87
Great Waltham	 TL 69 13
Great Wigborough	 TL 96 15
Great Yeldham	 TL 76 38
Greensted Green	 TL 82 27
Gunners Park, Shoebury	 TQ 93 84
Gunpowder Park, Sewardstone	 TQ 37 98
Hackney Marsh	 TQ 36 86
Hadleigh	 TQ 81 87
Hadleigh Castle CP	 TQ 80 86
Hadleigh Downs	 TQ 80 86
Hainault Forest CP	 TQ 47 93
Hall Farm, Coggeshall	 TL 86 20
Hall Marsh Scrape, Lee Valley	 TL 37 01
Halstead	 TL 81 30
Hamford Water	 TM 22 25
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Hampton Barns, R. Roach	 TQ 90 91
Handley Barns Farm, Ingatestone	 TL 64 01
Handley Green Farm, Margaretting	 TL 65 01
Hangman’s Wood, Blackshots	 TQ 63 79
Hanningfield Reservoir	 TQ 73 97
Hargreave’s Scout Camp, Little Heath	 TQ 46 89
Harlow	 TL 45 10
Harold Wood SW	 TQ 56 91
Harrow Lodge Park, Hornchurch	 TQ 53 86
Harwich	 TM 25 30
Haselbury	 TL 60 37
Hatfield Broad Oak	 TL 54 16
Hatfield Forest	 TL 54 19
Hatfield Heath	 TL 52 15
Hatfield Peverel	 TL 78 11
Haven Point, Wakering Stairs	 TQ 97 87
Havengore Island, Foulness Group	 TQ 97 88
Havering CP	 TQ 50 93
Havering-atte-Bower	 TQ 51 93
Hawkwell	 TQ 84 92
Hayes Hill Farm, Lee Valley	 TL 38 03
Hazeleigh Wood	 TL 83 04
Heckfordbridge	 TL 94 21
Hedge End Island, Hamford Water	 TM 24 24
Hempstead Wood	 TL 65 38
Henny Street	 TL 88 38
Heybridge Basin	 TL 87 07
Heybridge GP	 TL 86 06
Hickford Hill	 TL 77 44
High Beach	 TQ 40 97
High Easter	 TQ 62 14
High Ongar	 TL 56 03
High Roding	 TL 60 17
Highams Park, London E4	 TQ 38 91
Highwood, Mill Green	 TL 63 04
Hockley	 TQ 84 92
Hockley Woods	 TQ 83 91
Hole Haven, Canvey Island	 TQ 76 82
Holland Haven	 TM 21 17
Holland-on-Sea	 TM 20 16
Hollingsons Mead, River Stort	 TL 47 12
Holliwell Pt, Dengie	 TR 02 96
Hollow Pond, Leyton Flats	 TQ 39 89
Holyfield Hall Farm, Lee Valley	 TL 38 03
Holyfield Marsh, Lee Valley	 TL 38 03
Hooks Marsh, Lee Valley	 TL 37 01
Hornchurch	 TQ 53 86
Hornchurch CP	 TQ 53 82
Horndon-on-the-Hill	 TQ 66 83
Horsey Island, Hamford Water	 TM 23 24
Horsey Wade, Hamford Water	 TM 23 23
Howe Outfall, Dengie	 TM 02 02
Howlands Marsh NR, St Osyth	 TM 11 16
Hullbridge	 TQ 81 94
Hunsdon Meads	 TL 41 10
Hutton	 TQ 63 95
Hydemarsh, Crouch Estuary	 TQ 87 97
Hylands Park, Chelmsford	 TQ 68 04
Ilford	 TQ 44 86
Iltney Farm, Mundon	 TL 88 04
Ingatestone	 TQ 64 99
Ingatestone SW	 TQ 66 98
Ingrebourne Valley	 TQ 53 84
Iron Latch NR EWT, Eight Ash Green	 TL 95 26
Jaywick	 TM 15 13
Judas Gap, Flatford	 TL 84 10
Kelvedon	 TL 86 18
Kelvedon Hatch	 TQ 57 99
King George V Reservoir (KGV), Lee Valley	 TQ 37 95
Kirby Cross	 TM 21 20
Kirby-le-Soken	 TM 22 22
Laindon	 TQ 68 89
Lamarsh	 TL 89 35
Lambourne, near Abridge	 TQ 47 96
Landermere	 TM 19 23

Landwick, Dengie	 TL 99 00
Langdon Hills NR EWT	 TQ 68 87
Langenhoe	 TM 00 18
Langenhoe/Fingringhoe Ranges	 TM 04 17
Langford, near Maldon	 TL 83 08
Langham	 TM 03 33
Langley, near Clavering	 TL 43 34
Larkswood, Chingford	 TQ 38 92
Latchingdon	 TL 88 00
Latton Common, Harlow	 TL 46 08
Lauriston Farm, Goldhanger	 TL 92 08
Lawford, near Manningtree	 TM 09 31
Lawling Creek, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 91 04
Layer Breton	 TL 94 18
Layer Marney	 TL 92 17
Layer-de-la-Haye	 TL 96 20
Lee Valley Reservoirs: see Banbury,  

Girling, King George V (KGV),  
Lockwood & Walthamstow

Leabridge, Leyton	 TQ 35 86
Leez Reservoir	 TL 20 18
Leigh Marsh	 TQ 83 85
Leigh-on-Sea	 TQ 84 86
Lexden	 TL 97 25
Leyton Flats	 TL 39 86
Leyton Marsh	 TQ 37 85
Limbourne Creek, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 87 05
Lingwood Common	 TL 77 06
Lippitts Hill, Epping Forest	 TQ 39 96
Liston	 TL 85 44
Little Baddow	 TQ 78 07
Little Baddow Heath	 TL 77 07
Little Braxted	 TL 83 14
Little Canfield	 TL 58 21
Little Chesterford	 TL 51 41
Little Clacton	 TM 16 18
Little Dunmow	 TL 65 21
Little Hallingbury	 TL 50 17
Little Heath	 TQ 46 88
Little Oakley	 TM 21 29
Little Sampford	 TL 65 33
Little Wakering	 TQ 93 88
Little Waltham	 TL 70 12
Littlebury	 TL 51 39
Littlebury Green	 TL 48 38
Littley Wood, Debden	 TL 5361
Lockwood Reservoir, Lee Valley	 TQ 35 90
Lofts Farm GPs, Heybridge	 TL 86 06
Long Hills North, Epping Forest	 TQ 40 96
Long Running, Epping Forest	 TQ 43 99
Long Wood, Langdon Hills	 TQ 67 86
Loughton	 TQ 42 96
Lower Raypits, R. Crouch	 TQ 92 94
Maldon	 TL 85 06
Manningtree	 TM 10 31
Manuden	 TL 49 26
Maplin Bank	 TQ 98 83
Mardyke Valley	 TQ 56 79
Margaretting	 TL 67 01
Margaretting Tye, near Margaretting	 TL 68 01
Marks Gate, Dagenham	 TQ 48 90
Marks Tey	 TL 91 23
Markshall Wood, Coggeshall	 TL 83 26
Marsh Farm, South Woodham Ferrers	 TQ 81 96
Marsh House Decoy, Dengie	 TM 01 04
Marshhouse, Dengie	 TM 03 04
Matching Church	 TL 52 12
Matching Green	 TL 55 10
Maydays Farm, Mersea Island	 TM 02 15
Mayesbrook Park, Dagenham	 TQ 46 84
Mayland	 TL 92 02
Maylands GC	 TQ 56 92
Meeting Lane, Mersea	 TM 04 14
Mersea Island	 TM 03 14
Mersea Strood	 TM 01 15
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Middleton	 TL 87 39
Middlewick Farm, Dengie	 TR 01 98
Mill Green	 TL 64 01
Mill Meads, Stratford	 TL 38 83
Mill Meadows, Billericay	 TQ 67 94
Mistley	 TM 12 32
Mollands GP, South Ockendon	 TQ 59 82
Monkhams Hall	 TQ 40 92
Monk Street, Dunmow	 TL 61 28
Morley Grove, Harlow	 TL 44 10
Mount Bures	 TL 90 32
Mountnessing	 TQ 63 97
Moverons, near Brightlingsea	 TM 06 18
Mucking	 TQ 68 81
Mucking Creek, R. Thames	 TQ 69 80
Mundon	 TL 87 02
Nags Head Lane Fishery, Brentwood 	 TQ 57 91
Navestock	 TQ 53 97
Nayland	 TL 97 34
Naze, The	 TM 26 24
Nazeing GP, Lee Valley	 TL 38 07
Nazeing, Lee Valley 	 TL 41 06
Nazeingbury	 TL 38 06
Netherhall GP, Lee Valley	 TL 39 08
New England Island, Foulness Group	 TQ 97 89
Newney Green, near Roxwell	 TL 65 07
Newport	 TL 52 33
Norsey Wood, Billericay	 TQ 68 95
North Fambridge	 TQ 86 97
North Ockendon	 TQ 58 94
North Weald	 TL 49 03
North Woolwich	 TQ 80 43
Northey Island, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 88 06
Norton Heath	 TL 52 33
Norton Mandeville	 TL 58 04
Oakley Marshes, Hamford Water	 TM 23 28
Old Hall Marshes NR RSPB	 TL 98 11
Olivers Orchard, Colchester	 TL 96 21 
Ongar	 TL 56 03
Ongar Park Wood	 TL 50 02
Oozedam, Coryton	 TQ 73 83
Orplands (managed retreat), Bradwell	 TL 98 06
Orsett, Thurrock	 TQ 64 81
Osea Island, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 91 06
Ovington Hall,  Ashen	 TL76 42
Oxenham Farm, Great Wakering	 TQ 96 88
Pages Wood, Upminster	 TQ 55 91
Paglesham	 TQ 92 93
Paglesham Lagoon	 TQ 92 90
Parkeston	 TM 22 32
Parndon, near Harlow	 TL 44 06
Parsloes Creek, Dagenham	 TQ 47 84
Passingford Bridge	 TQ 51 97
Paynes Lane GP, Nazeing, Lee Valley	 TQ 38 05
Pebmarsh	 TL 8533
Peldon	 TL 99 17
Pete Tye Common	 TM 00 18
Pewet Island, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 99 08
Pewit Island, Hamford Water	 TM 23 26
Piercing Hill, Epping Forest	 TQ 44 99
Pitsea	 TQ 74 88
Pitsea Marsh	 TQ 74 87
Plaistow	 TQ 40 82
Pod’s Wood, Tiptree	 TL 90 17
Point Clear, St Osyth	 TM 09 14
Pole Hill, Chingford, Epping Forest	 TQ 38 95
Potton Island, Foulness Group	 TQ 95 91
Prior’s Wood, near Takeley	 TL 56 21
Priory Park, Southend	 TQ 87 87
Purfleet Chalk Pits	 TQ 56 78
Purfleet-on-Thames	 TQ 56 78
Pyefleet Channel, Mersea Island	 TM 04 16
Pyrgo Park, Havering	 TQ 52 93
Quendon	 TL 51 29
Radwinter	 TL 6037

Rainham	 TQ 52 82
Rainham GP	 TQ 54 82
Rainham Marshes NR RSPB	 TQ 52 80
Ramsden Heath	 TQ 71 95
Ramsey Island, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 94 05
Ramsey, near Harwich	 TM 21 30
Rat Island, Colne Estuary	 TM 05 17
Rawreth	 TQ 78 93
Ray Sands, Dengie Coast	 TM 04 00
Rayleigh	 TQ 80 90
Rayne	 TL 73 23
Redlands, Chrishall	 TL 44 39
Redward Outfall, Crouch Estuary	 TQ 98 96
Reeveshall Marsh, Mersea Island	 TM 04 16
Rettendon	 TQ 76 98
Richmond’s Green, Thaxted	 TL 6229
Rickling Green	 TL 65 25 
Ridgewell Airfield,  Ashen	 TL 75 42
Ridley Hall, near Fuller Street	 TL 75 15
Rivenhall End	 TL 84 16
Rochford	 TQ 87 90
Rock Farm, Colchester	 TM 01 22
Roding Fields	 TQ 43 94
Roding Valley NR	 TQ 42 95
Rolls Farm, nr Tollesbury	 TL 95 08
Roman River Valley	 TL 96 20
Roughtalley’s Wood LNR, North Weald	 TL48 03
Rowhedge	 TM 02 22
Rowney Wood, Debden	 TL 57 33
Roxwell	 TL 64 08
Royal Albert Docks, R. Thames	 TQ 43 90
Roydon	 TL 40 10
Runwell	 TQ 74 94
Rushey Mead	 TL 49 19
Russell Green GPs, near Chelmsford	 TL 7512
Saffron Walden	 TL 54 23
Salcott	 TL 94 13
Sales Point, Dengie	 TM 03 08
Saling, near Braintree	 TL 70 25
Sandbeach, Dengie	 TR 02 05
Sandon GP, Great Baddow	 TL 74 05
Sawbridgeworth Marsh	 TL 48 14
Sawyer’s Hall, Brentwood	 TQ 59 94
Seven Kings	 TQ 45 88
Seventy Acres Lake, Lee Valley	 TL 37 03
Sewards End, Saffron Walden	 TL 57 38
Sewardstone	 TQ 38 98
Sewardstonebury	 TQ 39 95
Shadwell Wood, near Ashdon NR EWT	 TL 57 41
Sheering	 TL 50 13
Shell Haven, Coryton	 TQ 74 81
Shenfield	 TQ 60 94
Shoebury	 TQ 93 84
Shoeburyness	 TQ 93 83
Shopland, near Southend-on-Sea	 TQ 89 18
Shotgate Thickets, near Wickford	 TQ 76 93
Shrub End	 TL 9723 
Sible Hedingham	 TL 77 34
Silver End	 TL 81 20
Silvertown	 TQ 40 79
Skipper’s Island, Hamford Water	 TM 21 24
Skreens Park	 TL 62 07
Slough House Farm, near Heybridge	 TL 87 09
Snaresbrook, Waltham Forest	 TQ 39 89
South Benfleet	 TQ 78 86
South Green	 TM 04 20
South Hanningfield	 TL 74 97
South House Farm, Maldon	 TL 86 05
South Ockendon	 TQ 58 81
South Park, Ilford	 TQ 45 86
South Shoebury	 TQ 92 84
South Weald	 TQ 57 93
South Woodford	 TQ 40 90
South Woodham Ferrers	 TQ 80 97
Southchurch Park, Southend-on-Sea	 TQ 89 45
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Southend Pier	 TQ 88 84
Southend-on-Sea	 TQ 87 86
Southey Creek, Blackwater Estuary	 TQ 88 05
Southminster	 TQ 95 99
Spitalfields	 TQ 37 84
Springfield, Chelmsford	 TL 72 07
St Lawrence, Dengie	 TL 95 06
St Osyth	 TM 12 15
Stambourne, near Steeple Bumpstead	 TL 72 38
Stambridge	 TQ 89 91 
Stanford Rivers, near Chipping Ongar	 TL 53 00
Stanford Warren	 TQ 68 81
Stanford-le-Hope	 TQ 68 82
Stansgate, near St Lawrence	 TL 93 05
Stansted Airport Lagoons	 TL 55 22
Stansted Mountfitchett	 TL 51 25
Stanway GP	 TL 94 23
Stanway Green	 TL 95 23
Stapleford Tawney	 TQ 50 99
Star Lane Pits, Wakering	 TQ 93 87
Stebbing	 TL 66 24
Steeple, Dengie	 TL 93 03
Stickling Green, Clavering	 TL 47 32
Stock	 TQ 68 98
Stondon Massey	 TL 58 00
Stone Marsh, The Naze	 TM 15 26
Stone Point, Mersea Island	 TM 07 15
Stone Point, The Naze	 TM 24 25
Stones Green, Wix	 TM 16 26
Stour Reserve	 TM 19 31
Stow Creek, North Fambridge	 TQ 84 96
Stratford	 TQ 38 84 
Strawberry Hill Pond, Epping Forest	 TQ 42 97
Strethall	 TL 48 39
Stubbers OPC, Corbets Tey	 TQ 57 84
Sturmer Mere, near Haverhill	 TL 69 43
Sudbury, Suffolk	 TL 87 41
Sunnymead Farm	 TM 05 22
Takeley	 TL 56 21
Tednambury Marsh, Gaston Green	 TL 49 16
Tendring	 TM 14 24
Terling	 TL 77 15
Tewkes Creek, Canvey	 TQ 80 84
Thames Barrier	 TQ 41 79
Thames Chase	 TQ 5885 
Thaxted	 TL 61 31
The Chantry,Little Horkesley	 TL 97 32
The Hythe, Colchester	 TM 01 24
The Mores Wood, near Brentwood	 TQ 56 96
The Naze at Walton	 TM 26 24
The Strood, Mersea Island	 TM 01 15
The Warren (see Stanford Warren)	
Theydon Bois, Epping	 TQ 44 98
Theydon Garnon, near Theydon Bois	 TQ 47 99
Thorley Wash, Stort Valley	 TL 48 18
Thorndon CP (North)	 TQ 60 91
Thorndon CP (South)	 TQ 62 90
Thorpe Bay	 TQ 91 85
Thorpe-le-Soken	 TM 18 22
Thorrington	 TM 09 20
Thundersley	 TQ 79 88
Tilbury	 TQ 63 76
Tilbury Power Station	 TQ 66 75
Tillingham	 TL 99 03
Tillingham GP	 TL 99 03
Tilty	 TL 5926
Tiptree	 TL 89 16
Tollesbury	 TL 95 10
Tollesbury Wick NR EWT	 TM 04 19
Tolleshunt d’Arcy	 TL 93 12
Tolleshunt Knights	 TL 91 14
Tolleshunt Major	 TL 90 11
Toot Hill	 TL 51 02
Turncole Farm, Dengie	 TQ 99 88
Twinstead	 TL 86 36

Two Tree Island, Leigh-on-Sea	 TQ 82 85
Tylers Common, Upminster	 TQ 56 90
Ulting	 TL 80 08
University of Essex, Colchester	 TM 02 23
Upminster	 TQ 56 87
Valentines Park, Ilford	 TQ 43 87
Vange Marsh	 TQ 72 85
Vicarage Wood, South Weald	 TQ 57 93
Virley Channel, R. Blackwater	 TL 95 13
Wake Arms Pond, Epping Forest	 TQ 42 98
Wake Valley, Epping Forest	 TQ 41 98
Wakering Boatyard	 TQ 94 88
Wakering Stairs	 TQ 97 87
Wallasea Island, Crouch/Roach Estuaries	 TQ 96 93
Waltham Abbey	 TL 38 00
Walthamstow Reservoirs, Lee Valley	 TQ 35 89
Walton-on-the-Naze	 TM 25 21
Wanstead Flats, Epping Forest	 TQ 40 86
Wanstead Park	 TQ 41 87
Warley	 TQ 59 92
Warley Place NR	 TQ 58 90
Warren Gorge	 TQ 59 79
Warren Pond, Epping Forest	 TQ 39 94
Waterworks NR	 TQ 36 86
Wat Tyler CP, Pitsea	 TQ 73 86
Watts Wood, Purfleet	 TQ 56 78
Weald CP, near South Weald	 TQ 57 94
Weeley	 TM 14 22
Weeleyhall Wood	 TM 15 21
Wendens Ambo	 TL 51 36
Wennington	 TQ 54 81
West Bergholt	 TL 95 27
West Ham	 TQ 40 83
West Hanningfield	 TQ 73 99
West Mersea	 TM 00 12
West Thurrock	 TQ 58 77
West Tilbury	 TQ 66 77
West Wick, near Burnham-on-Crouch	 TQ 97 98
West Wood EWT, Great Sampford	 TL 62 33
Westcliff-on-Sea	 TQ 86 86
Whetmead NR, nr Witham	 TL 83 13
Whipps Cross	 TQ 38 88
White Colne	 TL 87 30
White Notley	 TL 78 18
White Roding	 TL 56 13
Whiteash Green, near Halstead	 TL 79 30
Wicken Bonhunt	 TL 49 33
Wickford	 TQ 75 93
Wickham Bishops	 TL 83 12
Widford	 TL 69 05
Wigborough Bay,  Abberton Reservoir	 TL 96 16
Wigboro Wick Farm, St Osyth	 TM 11 14
William Girling Reservoir, Lee Valley	 TQ 36 94
Willingale	 TL 59 07
Willows Green, Great Leighs	 TL 72 19
Wimbish	 TL 59 36
Wintry Wood, Epping Forest	 TL 47 03
Witham	 TL 81 15
Wivenhoe	 TM 03 21
Wix	 TM 15 03
Wixoe	 TL 71 42
Woodford	 TQ 40 91
Woodford Green	 TQ 41 92
Woodham Mortimer	 TL 96 16
Woodham Walter	 TL 80 06
Woodrolfe Creek, Blackwater Estuary	 TL 97 10
Woolwich	 TQ 43 79
Wormingford, Colchester	 TL 93 31
Wrabness	 TM 17 31
Writtle	 TL 67 06
Writtle Forest	 TL 65 03
Writtle Park	 TL 65 03
Yardley Hill, Epping Forest	 TQ 38 95
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Introduction
After the major influx of Waxwings in 2010/11, another occurred just two winters later, in 2012/13. 
The purpose of this note is to summarise and analyse that arrival and to compare it with the earlier 
one, a note on which was included in the Essex Bird Report 2011 (Mackenzie-Grieve, 2011). 

In the following account the same geographic areas within the County, and the same urban areas, 
have been used as in the 2011 summary and the same assumptions have been used in calculating 
totals. (Ibid, pp 155-156, 157 and 152-153 respectively.) Where reference is made to week numbers 
they are those used generally in EBR.

As in 2010/11, many observers clearly made a big effort both to keep track of their local Waxwings 
and to submit their records afterwards. This is much appreciated and part of the purpose of this note 
is to give credit for their efforts by including as many records as possible.  With over 1,500 records 
submitted, only a small proportion can be specifically mentioned but every single record has been 
used in calculating the totals and attempting to work out movements across the county, so every 
record has been valuable. Specific dates are given for significant or one-day records but generally not 
when a flock was present over a period.

Chronology
Early November / first half December 2012 (Weeks 45-50)
Things began slowly. The first in a scatter of single-figure reports involved two at Frinton-on-Sea and 
one at Holland Haven, both on 6th November.  A flock at Bradwell Power Station, growing to 28 on 
15th November, was the first indication that anything significant might be starting but by 25th 
November only 79 birds in all had arrived across the county.  At this stage there was only one record 
from Metropolitan Essex (a single at Purfleet/Rainham on 24th) and most reports were from on or 
near the coast, but the north-west was already featuring, with one at Rayne on 21st and two at 
Stansted Airport on 24th.

Arrivals began to gain momentum in Week 48 (26th November-2nd December), when there were 
groups of 20 in the north-east at Bradfield and Wigboro Wick Farm (St Osyth) on 29th-30th, in the 
central east at Old Hall (on 2nd, after 14 on 30th) and in the south-west at Leyton on 1st.  A total of 
134 in that week almost trebled in the following week to 356 (of which 327 were probably newly 
arrived), including up to 55 at Maldon, 40 at Harlow on 6th-7th and 30 each at Colchester, Fingring
hoe Wick, Witham, South Woodham Ferrers and Hawkwell.  Week 50 saw the first three-figure flock, 
110 at Westcliff on 15th-16th 
December, with Chafford Hun
dred (the site of the main con
centration two years previously) 
not far behind, with 92 on  
13th December. Other groups 
included 32 at Harwich on  
15th (building from 13 on 26th 
November), 30 at Holland Haven 
on 16th (after nine on 9th) and 
30 at Danbury on 10th (20 at 
Chelmsford on 15th perhaps 
being some of these birds).

 	 Essex Waxwings in the winter of 2012-13
Colin Mackenzie-Grieve

Waxwings (Reston Kilgour)
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17th December – 7th January (Weeks 51, 52 and 1): the main arrival
Week 51 (17th-23rd December) saw the biggest arrival of the influx, with an estimated 409 new 
birds out of a total of 713 present in the county.  Arrivals were still mainly on or near the coast. The 
north-east continued to feature prominently, with up to 48 at Manningtree, 102 at Dovercourt, 28 
at Holland Haven, 23 at Clacton, 20 at Wigboro Wick and 27 at Ardleigh, all probably different flocks. 
New arrivals in the south-east included 20 at Wickford, 74 at Rayleigh and 45 at Stanford-le-Hope, 
while the Westcliff flock from the previous week was still present, now fragmenting and ranging 
more widely. The central north of the county also featured, with 40 arriving at Braintree on 19th. 
Interestingly, there were no obviously new birds in the Metropolitan south-west, with 60 at Thames 
Chase (Upminster) on 17th, 53 at Grays on 18th and 60 at Chafford Hundred on 23rd all possibly 
mobile groups from the 92 at Chafford Hundred in the previous week.

The pace continued in the following week, with 345 new birds, including an increase of the Braintree 
flock to 85, probable new flocks of 30 at Colchester North Station, 22 at Old Hall 25 at Burnham-on-
Crouch and 20 at Wakering, as well as an increase to 70 of the flock at Stanford-le-Hope. But the 
largest increase was at West Thurrock/Grays/Chafford Hundred, where a series of groups merged into 
a flock of 149 at Lakeside on 31st December, the largest flock of the winter.

The first week of January saw the biggest weekly total of the winter – 821, of which 321 appeared 
to be new birds. The west/north-west (a very minor player in the previous influx) continued to feature 
on a modest scale, with at least 30 still in Braintree and groups at Birchanger M11 Services and at 
Harlow increasing to 22 and 17 respectively. Of the two main arrivals of the week, the first was at 
Colchester, where flocks of up to 40 at Creffield Road, 50+ at Gosbecks Road, 67 at Shrub End and 50 
at Colchester General were estimated to include 107 new birds. The other was in the south-west, 
where up to 92 at Collier Row/Romford, 25 at Gt Warley and 30 at Connaught Water all appeared to 
be new, and the flock in the Grays area was still present, with counts of 127 at West Thurrock on 1st 
and 120 at Stifford Clays on 7th.  A third significant new arrival was 50 at Billericay, also on 7th, while 
movements of previous flocks were probably responsible for 30 at Markshall, 60 at West Canvey and 
25 at Basildon, all on 1st. 

8th – 21st January (Weeks 2 and 3)
This period saw a lull in the proceedings, at least in terms of new arrivals, with only 18 estimated in 
the two weeks. This may have been erring on the side of caution, with assumptions, for example, that 
a new flock of 50 at Witham on 8th comprised birds moving on from Colchester (which had suddenly 
been almost deserted) and that a flock of 100 at Hutton on 11th moved east to form the major part 
of a flock of 110 at Rawreth on 16th and that both of these gatherings included the 50 from Witham 
and 60 from West Canvey (neither group having been reported at those sites in the intervening 
period).  As remarked in EBR 2011, working out which flocks have moved to where is nigh on 
impossible. The only certainty about the estimated figures is that they will be wrong! But at least 
using the same methodology means that, if they are wrong, they may be consistently wrong. Less 
mobile flocks at this time included 100 at Collier Row on 8th (with 80 at Marks Gate on 12th 
assumed part of the same), up to 77 at Grays/ Chafford Hundred and 20 at Maldon.

Overall in this period there was a marked exodus (doubtless an onward movement to the south and 
west), with totals of birds present across the county down significantly, to 395 in Week 2 and 328 in 
Week 3.

22nd January – 11th February (Weeks 4-6)
This three-week period saw a resumption of new arrivals, with 131, 106 and 130 in successive weeks, 
in turn leading to an increase in total birds present to 503 by Week 6.  Almost two-thirds of these 
were on or near the coast in the north-east and central east, perhaps suggesting that new birds were 
still arriving from Scandinavia. Most prominent was a flock of 100 flying south over Thorpe-le-Soken 
on 5th February but there was also a steady build-up of new birds in Colchester, to 69 on 5th, and 
up to 36 at West Mersea. Unusually, three villages in the north-west featured in the first week, with 
five at Sible Hedingham and seven at Helions Bumpstead, both on 24th, and five at Elsenham on 
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25th. Further south, highly mobile flocks in the Southend/Basildon area could all have been parts of 
the flocks in that area already mentioned. They included 100+ at Kents Hill Road, South Benfleet on 
25th, 120 at Tesco Pitsea the same day and 130 at Laindon on 9th.

In the Metropolitan area, Grays/Chafford Hundred continued to hold up to 60 while groups of 65 
at Brentwood and 25 at Ilford probably included new arrivals. Forty at Hornchurch, up to 34 at 
Romford/Collier Row, up to 32 at Chingford and 30 at Dagenham Chase all appeared to be previously 
recorded birds either remaining or relocating. Reflecting the new arrivals, the total in the county also 
increased, to 503 in Week 6.

12th February – 18th March (Weeks 7 to 11)
As was only to be expected, things slowed down in this five-week period, with new arrivals declining 
to 91, 53, 37, 26 and six. Overall totals present reduced from 465 in Week 7 to 291 by Week 11.   
At the beginning of the period some respectable flocks remained, including up to 60 at Colchester, 70 
at Wivenhoe, 20 at East Mersea, 24 at Burnham-on-Crouch and 40 at Laindon. In Metropolitan Essex 
up to 55 at Harold Hill, 32 at Fairlop Road Leytonstone, 28 at Woodford Green and 50 at Chingford 
were mainly either settled birds from previous weeks or relocations, with the latter probably coming 
at least in part from the Grays area, where numbers were now down to 29.

Week 8 saw up to 63 still in Colchester, 65 at Pitsea, 30 at Harlow, and 60 at Essex Road Leyton. Of 
these only the Leyton flock appears likely to have included some new arrivals. In Week 9 a roosting 
flock of 21 at Crowsheath (near Hanningfield Reservoir) on 4th March was reported to the observer 
as having been present since mid-February. In the Metropolitan area 45 at Rainham, 60 at Collier Row 
and 46 at Forest Gate were probably very largely from previously reported groups. In the next week 
up to 72 commuted between Fingringhoe and Wivenhoe and the flock at Hanningfield Reservoir 
increased to 34, while 40 returned to Laindon and the flock at Forest Gate built to 50 on 8th March. 
Some of the Rainham birds appeared to move to Dagenham (30 on 7th) then back to the Ingrebourne 
Valley (36 on 9th). 

In Week 11 some of the Hanningfield birds perhaps moved first to Chelmsford (20 on 15th), then 
on to Writtle (19 on 17th). Birds from Wivenhoe/Fingringhoe in the previous week probably accounted 
for 40 at Thorrington and ten at Brightlingsea, both on 17th, while others from the same flock could 
have moved to Layer Breton and Birch, where up to 28 were present on 17th and 18th.  Again on 17th, 
Wanstead Flats held its highest number of the winter, 27, while on the same date 41 were at 
Hornchurch, 19 at Grays and 17 at Forest Gate.

19th March – 15th April (Weeks 12–15)
There was a distinct change of pattern as spring took hold, in that, while overall totals continued 
their expected decline, the proportion of new birds among them increased. The most likely 
explanation is that northbound birds were arriving in the county from further south and west.  While 
these could of course have included birds seen in Essex earlier in the winter, in the absence of colour-
ringing there is no way of knowing whether or not this was the case and the arrivals in this period are 
assumed for the purpose of totals to have been new birds rather than birds previously counted. On 
this basis the four weeks saw 41, 42, 27 and 28 new birds out of weekly totals of 259, 217, 137 and 
145. The urban areas which had featured earlier in the influx all held new or returning flocks, with up 
to 30 at Ilford, 24 at Leytonstone, 60 at Chafford Hundred, 35 at Basildon, 43 at Prittlewell, 50 at 
Chelmsford, 12 at Braintree and 40 at Colchester.

16th April – 6th May (Weeks 16-18): the final departures
Lingering birds in Week 16 included up to 30 in Chelmsford (in Chelmer Road on 17th, assumed mainly 
from 27 at the Army & Navy roundabout the previous day), 20 at Gidea Park on 18th and 25 at Cathall 
Leisure Centre, Leytonstone on 18th. The last mentioned flock probably accounted for a flock which 
built to 25 at Walthamstow Town Hall on 28th, with 15 then at Russell Road, Leyton on 29th. 

A single bird at Saffron Walden on 3rd May was the only record of the influx from that site. Five 
remained in Walthamstow on 2nd and the final bird was at Grays on 6th May, which seems fitting 
given the importance of that area for both this influx and its predecessor.
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Analysis and comparison with previous influxes
Using the assumptions referred to above, the total number of Waxwings recorded in Essex in the 
winter of 2012/13 was 2,653. This compares with 4,213 in winter 2010/11 and 1,700+ in the first 
winter of 1996 (Wood, 1996). The highest number estimated to be present in any one week in 
2012/13 was 821, whereas in 2010/11 it was 999 and, in 1996, 541. 

The size and number of large flocks was also well down on 2010/11. Then, the largest single flock 
had been of 370 at Lakeside, and the next biggest was of 270+ at Basildon, with five other flocks of 
200 and seven further three-figure flocks. In 2012/13 no flock reached 200, the largest being 149 at 
Lakeside, and there were eight other three-figure flocks (all of which are mentioned in the Chronology 
– above). The total number of birds in these large flocks in the previous influx had been 2,500, whereas 
in the present arrival it was 1,021.  With the length of the two influxes being about the same (26 
weeks in 2012/13, compared to 28 weeks two years before) it appears, perhaps not surprisingly, to 
have been the size of the main flocks which primarily accounts for the difference in totals between 
the two arrivals.

The 1996 influx was rather different, lasting only 17 weeks and therefore being much more 
concentrated. The largest flock then was of 215 birds, with one other of 150+ but just two other 
three-figure flocks (Wood, 1996).

Timing
The timing of the two most recent influxes differed.  As shown by the bar chart on page 153 of EBR 
2011, the 2010/11 arrival built steadily to a peak in mid/late January, which then lasted almost 
unchanged for five weeks before a rapid decline interrupted only by a couple of one-week flurries.

The pattern in 2012/13 can be illustrated by the chart below.
Dates at the foot of the bar chart are week commencement dates (but from and including 31st 

December the date shown is the day immediately preceding the start of the week for which the 
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figures are given).  As can be seen, the peak totals occurred about a month earlier than in 2010/11 (in 
the second half of December rather than the second half of January) and the duration of the peak 
period was noticeably shorter, lasting for about 2-3 weeks instead of five weeks. In both winters the 
peak period was followed by a dramatic decline. In 2010/11 this decline started in mid-February and 
was most likely caused by birds leaving the county to begin their return to breeding grounds in 
Scandinavia or Siberia. In 2012/13 it happened five weeks earlier, in the second week of January, and 
probably reflected birds moving south and west to winter elsewhere.  A smaller peak in the second 
and third weeks of February 2013 seems to have been caused by a surprisingly late new arrival of birds 
from continental Europe or perhaps further north in UK (see Chronology) while a much smaller peak 
in late February/early March 2013 was more likely birds returning from further south and west.

The pattern of new arrivals (as distinct from totals including birds previously arrived) is perhaps best 
illustrated in the form of the graph below, which shows how the influx ‘fell off a cliff’ in the second 
week of January. It also shows clearly the two further, but much smaller, waves of new arrivals 
discussed above.

Distribution
The distribution of records differed markedly between the 2012/13 influx and the previous one. In 
2010/11 the Metropolitan area predominated, holding both the largest individual flocks and the 
largest total counts.  At the height of that influx, in Week 4 of 2013, over half the total birds in the 
county were in that region and throughout the period it frequently held at least twice as many birds 
as any other region. By contrast, in 2012/13, birds were much more evenly distributed the full length 
of the county, albeit largely in the eastern half. In terms of new birds throughout the influx, it was 
the north-east which achieved the largest share, with 724, while the Metropolitan area came second, 
with 646. This wider distribution also gave more observers the chance to contribute. It was probably 
because of this that, despite the lower overall total of birds, significantly more reports were received 
for the 2012/13 winter – 1,505 – compared with 1,333 for the earlier winter.

In 2012/13 the west/north-west/central north region was again by some distance the poorest 
performer, with just 27 reports away from Braintree (where there was a series of records) compared 
to 22 two winters previously. There were no reports at all from Halstead, Great Dunmow or  
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Thaxted and only one from Saffron Walden. In all 273 new birds were reported from that region 
(including Braintree), just over 10% of the county total.  As before, the fact that there are far  
fewer regular observers based in that area, compared to further east and south, will have been a 
contributing factor. 

The graphs below show that the arrival patterns across the county differed according to area.  
They illustrate how the main arrivals came about three weeks earlier in the central east than in  
the other coastal regions, where arrivals came almost simultaneously in the north-east and south-
east, followed some two weeks later by the south-west/metropolitan area. No graph is included for 
the west/north-west/north-central region, because the overall low numbers in that region lead to 
some distortions.

Apart from the different arrival dates outlined above, perhaps the most striking difference was in 
the south-east, which almost wholly lacked the second wave of arrivals shown both by the county as 
a whole and by the other main regions, and, which, along with the north-east, failed to share in the 
third wave of returning migrants towards the end of the period.
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Bradwell Bird Observatory 2013
Bob Pease

January to March
The first day of the New Year brought visitors keen to record Marsh Tit, Tree Sparrow and Brambling 
for their year lists; fortunately the sun was shining and the birds cooperated. The Marsh Tit had been 
in residence since mid July and the Tree Sparrows since October. Both species regularly visited the 
Othona thicket, but it was the Obs feeders that proved to be the main attraction. The current annual 
seed bill to maintain these feeders is around £1,200, so any donation offered when visiting the Obs 
would be welcome. 

Ramsey Marsh and Stansgate produced some interesting records on the 1st - 5,000 Knot, 60 Stock 
Doves and a Merlin with prey. Bradwell recorded 1,000 Dark-bellied Brent Geese, three Velvet Scoters, 
52 Red-throated Divers, a male Hen Harrier, the ever present Little Owl and two Bearded Tits, all in 
the first week of the year. The last logged date for the Obs Marsh Tit was the 9th January; had she 
moved on or had the local Sparrowhawk tagged her?

Creeksea, on the River Crouch, had also been host to a Marsh Tit as well as two Coal Tits for a large 
part of the winter. 

By the end of the second week in January the wind had moved to the North-east and, as it turned 
out, this was to be the beginning of a long and cold late winter and spring. It was also the beginning 
of the construction phase of ten wind turbines at Hockley Fm, a project that had been long fought 
over by the local residents. The location is, in my opinion, too close to the Marsh House wader roosts. 
Birds such as Golden Plover, Lapwing and Curlew are most at risk as they roost and feed on the fields 
adjacent to the saltmarsh.  When flushed they gain height quickly, and in foggy weather, or during the 
night, they are in great danger of collision with the turbine blades. I do hope my fears are proved 
unfounded in the years to come, but then how would we know what casualties occur in the area 
around the turbines.

Little Owl (George Brown)
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The WeBS count on the 13th produced 1,183 Brent Geese, 2,120 Golden Plovers, 705 Lapwings, 
3,675 Grey Plovers, 1,650 Knot and 2,710 Dunlin. There is also a note in the Obs Log of three Waxwings 
in Southminster. The third week of January brought a family party of Bewick’s Swans, two adults and 
two juveniles. There were still up to 1,000 Dark-bellied and one Pale-bellied Brent Goose in the area; 
Hen and Marsh Harriers were seen regularly, two Barn Owls graced the distant hedge lines and 40 
Stock Doves and up to ten Rock Pipits were recorded.

On the 25th January the workmen at the local gravel pit found a Bittern in open view on the ice of 
a disused pit. This bird was seen regularly in this location for up to one week. Up to four Hen Harriers 
graced the Obs saltmarsh with their company in the last few days of the month and the garden 
feeders still held onto three Tree Sparrows and a Brambling.

The first week of February continued as January had ended with three Hen Harriers, a Marsh Harrier 
and a Merlin. Bramblings and Tree Sparrows stayed around the garden feeders all month and Siskins 
put in an appearance on the 17th, with up to seven by the end of the month.  A Bittern was seen at 
Eastlands Farm pond mid-month and the bird at the local gravel pit reappeared. On the last day of 
February a Slavonian Grebe made a welcome appearance off Sales Point.

March was a tough month on the Dengie coast, with a constant North-east breeze, rain, and even 
snow in the third week. Tree Sparrows, Bramblings and Siskins remained around the garden feeders 
for most of this month. Marsh and Hen Harriers, Common Buzzard, Peregrine and Sparrowhawk were 
all regularly seen – and a Little Owl scowled back from a large Elm tree whenever we passed through 
Eastlands Farm. The WeBS count was on the 10th and brought sleet. There were 1,100 Dark-bellied 
Brent Geese between St Lawrence and Marsh House Outfall; also 3,000 Golden Plovers, 850 Knot and 
4,760 Dunlin.

On Sunday 24th March it was -1°C, snowing, with a strong East wind and rough sea. The furthest 
any Obs members went was Sales Point, where there were 452 Dark-Bellied Brent Geese and 3 Pale-
bellied.  A calling Whimbrel flew by and a Firecrest feeding high in the Elm thicket, exposed to the cold 
wind, showed that these birds, despite their small size, are really very tough. The signs of spring were 
further emphasised with our first Wheatear of the year.

There was one more event for the day that we all found bizarre; it was a coconut, still in its fibrous 
husk, on the tide line.  When opened up the nut looked fresh and there was still milk inside.

The Tree Sparrows and Siskins all moved out in the last few days of March; there was a Great Skua 
recorded on the 29th and seven Red-throated Divers and 400 Fieldfares on the 31st.

April to June
Spring was definitely getting off to a slow start this year. The Observatory’s first Chiffchaff did not 
appear until 7th April, when we also found a continental Coal Tit. The Brent Goose flock had dwindled 
to 400 but there were still at least 17 Red-throated Divers around the mouth of the River Blackwater 
and 3,000 Golden Plovers between Sand Beach and Marsh House Outfalls. Other items of interest 
that week were a Bee-Fly and two Adders.

Cindy Lawes reported that the Power Station’s Peregrines were incubating eggs on the 10th. This 
was not so good news for the Power Station as they were obliged to stop decommissioning work on 
the roof of Reactor Two. The same day also brought us a Yellow Wagtail and a Barn Swallow, a male 
and female Hen Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard and a Merlin.

The WeBS count was on 13th April and revealed that the flock of 2,000 Golden Plover had fallen to 
350 in the past seven days. Most of the wader flocks were depleted, but there were some arrivals – 
Green Sandpiper, two Avocets, three Whimbrels, a House Martin and 11 Swallows. By the following 
day the strong South wind and rain had gone and now a light breeze brought us 20 Swallows, a House 
Martin, three Chiffchaffs, two Willow Warblers, a Blackcap, three Firecrests, two Wheatears, a Yellow 
Wagtail and excellent views of a Tree Pipit. There were also now six Bramblings around the garden 
feeders. But there was bad news too. Robert Harvey reported that four Barn Owls had been found 
dead from starvation around Tillingham. 
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Through the third week of April the Obs record shows the arrival of Reed and Sedge Warbler, 
Common Whitethroat, up to ten Willow Warblers and one female Black Redstart at the Power Station. 
On 21st a Long-tailed Duck flew by, and a Hen Harrier, at least five Marsh Harriers, and two Common 
Buzzards were on view. The male Peregrine at the Power Station could be seen chasing anything that 
came within striking distance. The next few days were warm and sunny, bringing Turtle Dove and 
Cuckoo, but by the 28th the wind turned North and the clear skies gave us a hard frost.

May began with high pressure, bringing sunny days and a cool wind from the North-east.  All the 
common birds were beginning to sing, a Mistle Thrush was sitting on eggs and six Jays passed through 
heading north, while our first Hobby of the year was seen on 12th. May continued to be cool and 
generally uninspiring; yes common birds were singing, but where were the migrants that easterlies 
are supposed to bring? Finally, on 21st, we were rewarded with a female Montagu’s Harrier passing 
the Obs.

We still had the cool winds in the first week of June, but there was sun and if you got yourself in a 
sheltered spot the temperature was quite pleasant. Dave Low went to check on the Peregrines at the 
Power Station and was lucky enough to find the female bringing in a rat and then the male arrived 
with a snake. These cool conditions persisted in to the third week of June before the Obs log read ‘hot 
and sunny’ at last. The gulls and terns on Pewet Island were seen to be doing very well throughout 
June and Marsh Harriers were often encountered. Juvenile Little Owls were seen around Eastlands 
Farm on the last day of the month with a Hobby at St Lawrence.

July to September
The first half of July was sunny and hot according to the Obs log, the cool spring was gone and so 
perhaps were the birds as there were 300 Sand Martins moving south on 14th followed, on 17th, by 
200 Swallows and 30 Yellow Wagtails. It was also the day that we became aware that the Power 
Station Peregrines had fledged two juveniles, now seen around Weymarks beach. The WeBS count 

Siskin (Sean Nixon)
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was on 21st and the count teams covered our coast from St 
Lawrence to Marsh House outfall. There were a number of 
interesting highlights; Common Scoter, Gannet, Peregrine, 
Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard, an adult Little Gull, two 
Green Sandpipers, and seven Whimbrels among them. 
Butterflies were prominent in the log that day, with counts 
of 700 Gatekeeper; 150 Meadow Brown; 220 Essex/Small 
Skipper; 20 Large Skipper; 820 Green-veined White and 
four White-letter Hairstreak; plus Red Admiral, Small Heath, 
Comma and Peacock. The month ended still sunny and 
warm and the wind had moved back into the South-west.

August’s log began with an adult Osprey, five Avocets, four 
Common Sandpipers, a Wood Sandpiper, 26 Greenshanks 
and 30 Yellow Wagtails, all on the south Dengie coast at 
Deal Hall.  At Bradwell we found a Hobby and all four of the 
Power Station Peregrines out on a training mission. In and 
around the thicket there were at least 15 Willow Warblers, 
small numbers of Swifts and Sand Martins, and a steady 
trickle of approximately 300 Swallows passing through.

The next few weeks were generally sunny and warm, but 
there were very few migrants of note. Swallows and Willow 
Warblers continued to trickle through and Oystercatcher 
numbers increased to 3,000. By 21st all our breeding Skylarks and Meadow Pipits had departed and 
the log goes on to read, “very few birds in general, occasional Common and Little Tern, Hobby, 
Peregrine and Kestrel and one Osprey”. In the last week of August the number of passing Swallows 
increased, a Pied Flycatcher dropped in and Dave Low found a juvenile Red-backed Shrike in brambles 

Sedge Warbler (Richard Allen)

Yellow Wagtail (Dr Simon Cox)
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by the Power Station, the first in our area since September 1995. Checking the records reveals that 
Red-backed Shrikes at Bradwell had been very scarce through the 1960s and 1970s, then from 1988 
up to 1995 we had a run of five, thus making this bird long overdue.

The shrike stayed in the same location until at least 4th September. On 1st, we found a Spotted 
Flycatcher, a few Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs, plus a pair of Hobbies that had four well grown 
chicks. Through that week we had Sandwich Tern, Curlew Sandpiper, Wheatear and Whinchat. On 8th 
we added another Osprey, and into the second week we found Gannet, Great Skua, Black Redstart 
and yet another Spotted Flycatcher. On 18th, a Pied Flycatcher was found and at the end of the third 
week, John Sutherby had an encounter with two Common Buzzards, one of which resembled a light 
phase Booted Eagle with a very pale body and under-wing coverts, dark primaries and secondaries, 
but definitely a Common Buzzard. The WeBS count on 21st revealed that waders were on their way 
back with counts of 2,000+ Oystercatchers and 2,500 Golden Plovers, but, other than Spotted 
Flycatcher and a White Wagtail, passerine passage was slow. The next day the pace suddenly changed, 
perhaps due to low cloud and still-air. There was Red-throated Diver, Common Scoter, Merlin, 
Sandwich Tern, Turtle Dove, 2,000 Swallows, 400 House Martins, five Whinchats, 15 Blackcaps and 85 
Chiffchaffs. The Deal Hall area of the south Dengie was also experiencing arrivals – including Gannet 
and Arctic Tern, while at Bradwell on 25th a Yellow-browed Warbler turned up.

October to December
The first two weeks of October were full of birds, Dark-bellied Brent Geese, raptors such as a Red 
Kite, Marsh Harriers, Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Merlin and Peregrines.  Also, large flocks of 
waders, namely, Oystercatchers, Knot, Dunlin and Grey Plovers. Swallows were still passing through 
in small numbers, and there were a few warblers, Goldcrests and Firecrests working the thickets for 
insects and fruit. Meadow Pipits were also arriving and there were 30 to 40 about on the saltmarsh 
and shell beaches. On 16th, ten Greylag Geese were feeding in the fields at Weymarks.  We also 
found a Short-eared Owl and our first Brambling of the winter. The WeBS count was held on 20th 
and showed that Brent numbers were still in the low hundreds, Knot had increased to 7,500, Golden 
Plover numbers were building to 5,000, but the totals for other waders were generally down. The last 
week of October produced a Hen Harrier, a flock of 160 Stock Doves, a Chiffchaff, a Yellow-browed 
Warbler that was heard but not seen, two Firecrests, a Wheatear, 20 Yellowhammers and 40 Corn 
Buntings.

The first Sunday of November was sunny but cool with a South-west wind. There was an Eider, 11 
Pintail and an un-identified “fly-by” grey goose; speculation revolved around Bean and Pink-footed, 
the plain fact was that it was too far-off to identify. There were plenty of raptors – Marsh Harrier, 
Kestrel, Merlin and Peregrine, also two Little Owls at Eastlands Farm and a Short-eared Owl over the 
saltmarsh. On 4th a juvenile Arctic Tern was found at Steeple Bay. By the middle of the second week 
we had added Jack Snipe, Stonechat and at least 15 Rock Pipits. Dave Low and Dave Wagstaff went 
scanning the Dark-bellied Brent Goose flock at Deal Hall and turned up four Pale-bellied Brent. They 
also found 13 Bewick’s Swans, a Short-eared Owl, Little Auk, a Lapland and four Snow Buntings. Five 
Bewick’s Swans then turned-up at Bradwell on the 21st, where we also watched 60 Common Scoters 
and one Velvet come inshore with the tide. Other birds of note that day were an immature male Hen 
Harrier, two adult Peregrines, a Barn Owl and a Woodcock. November is also the month when we can 
expect to see spectacular flocks of waders gathering on their roosts at high tide. This is when the 
many raptors attempt to grab a meal and the roosts explode into the air, wheeling in tight formations; 
it really is a spectacle I will never tire of. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise in November was, for me, a flock of 15 Scaup which bobbed in with the 
tide on 24th. I can remember seeing single Scaup at Bradwell in years past, but they are scarce. The 
Obs log for the fourth week of November is thin, but there was still a good selection of raptors 
reported, also Short-eared Owl and Little Owl, and then on 27th, two Snow Buntings and two 
Stonechats.
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A Long-tailed Duck was on view on 1st December. Speaking of rare ducks at Bradwell, if I were to 
count on one hand the number of Long-tailed Ducks that I had seen from the Obs lawn in previous 
years, it would only add-up to a rude gesture; now we had seen two in one year.

There were still seven species of raptor and two species of owl to be seen, the Snow Buntings had 
increased to 12, but the real story of that first week in December 2013 was the “storm surge” on the 
late evening of 5th and morning of 6th. I was not there to see the action that night, but the guys from 
the Othona community had decided to visit the Observatory and Linnets Cottage just after high tide 
in the very early hours of the morning. 
Kevin Bruce tells the story:

It was close, but the storm surge did not enter the bird hut at Bradwell Observatory. At its peak, 
the water gently lapped along the pathway between the hut and Linnet’s Cottage and reached 
up into the timber supports under the hut. The water also reached the doorstep of the cottage. 
The pond was totally submerged and the water extended right the way along the gulley 
between the garden and the old Roman wall. Where was my wonderful bridge when it was 
needed? The nearest bird table only just kept its feeding tray above the water. The seats of the 
picnic table and the wooden bench were under water.

Along towards Sales Point the old RAF tower was standing in a couple of feet of water and the 
tide also submerged several of the steps leading up onto the sea wall. At the top of the tide, the 
water came within one foot of the top of the sea wall at its lowest point near to Sales Point. 
Heading south of the cottage the sea actually breached the defences and flowed unimpeded 
into the ditch; the reason? The water was flowing through the wartime pillbox windows! 

It could have been very different. If the wind had not been in the West but had come in off the 
sea, then serious flooding would have occurred. There was wave action at Sales Point where 
more of the higher ground was swept away, but in front of the Observatory the water was calm. 
It was an impressive sight in the early hours after midnight!

Kevin took a few pictures 30 minutes after high tide to illustrate the dimension of the threat that night. 

Jack Snipe (George Brown)
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The Observatory pond had been inun
dated; it also appears from the water mark 
on our bird table that the bird feeders had 
only just survived. 

The Golden Plover flock at Marsh House 
outfall had increased to at least 10,000 by 
15th and a note in the Obs log records very 
high numbers of waders on 18th. The final 
notes in the log on 29th records sunshine 
and a cold South-west wind, 1,000 Dark-
Bellied Brent Goose, a Guillemot and an 
Eider Duck.

The tide lapped around the steps of Linnets 
Cottage but did not breach the threshold.  
Note also the water mark on the wooden  
bench and picnic table.

The pillbox just south of Linnets Cottage, 
photographed 36 minutes after high tide. 

Long-tailed Duck (Reston Kilgour)
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Essex Ringing Report for 2013
Simon Cox

The last Essex Bird Report to include a summary of ringing in the county was back in 2001.  Annual 
totals of birds ringed in all UK counties are now available on the BTO website and to give a better 
impression of the scale of recent ringing activity in Essex, details of birds ringed in each of the last five 
years are listed in Table 1. Rehabilitated birds are excluded. This is followed by a selection of recoveries 
and controls involving Essex that were reported during 2013. Regrettably not all re-sightings of the 
increasing number of birds bearing colour-rings, or other marks identifiable in the field, find their way 
on to the BTO database and so there will undoubtedly be interesting examples of ringed birds visiting 
or moving from Essex for which I do not have details. However, the selection included below should 
provide some insight into some of the information gained from ringing in the county.

Table 1: Totals of birds ringed in Essex 2009-2013

Species	 2013 Total	 2012 Total	 2011 Total	 2010 Total	 2009 Total

Mute Swan	 36	 21	 22	 35	 95
Greylag Goose	 4	 1	 2	 0	 2
Canada Goose	 1	 0	 7	 0	 98
Mandarin Duck	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0
Wigeon	 0	 1	 16	 0	 0
Gadwall	 8	 11	 96	 14	 17
Teal	 8	 13	 13	 7	 18
Mallard	 111	 142	 168	 150	 148
Pintail	 1	 1	 1	 0	 0
Garganey	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0
Shoveler	 0	 0	 1	 0	 1
Pochard	 0	 0	 0	 10	 1
Tufted Duck	 4	 13	 3	 13	 3
Scaup	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Grey Partridge	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0
Cormorant	 19	 6	 29	 19	 52
Little Egret	 11	 15	 0	 0	 0
Grey Heron	 15	 18	 16	 9	 25
Little Grebe	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Marsh Harrier	 4	 3	 2	 7	 0
Sparrowhawk	 9	 9	 11	 14	 9
Buzzard	 1	 3	 0	 0	 0
Kestrel	 14	 27	 29	 39	 31
Moorhen	 3	 9	 7	 5	 13
Coot	 1	 3	 5	 7	 4
Oystercatcher	 7	 1	 3	 2	 1
Avocet	 6	 3	 11	 19	 2
Little Ringed Plover	 1	 0	 1	 0	 0
Ringed Plover	 6	 0	 0	 0	 0
Lapwing	 11	 8	 9	 24	 8
Snipe	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0
Woodcock	 0	 0	 1	 1	 0
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Species	 2013 Total	 2012 Total	 2011 Total	 2010 Total	 2009 Total

Common Sandpiper	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Redshank	 0	 0	 0	 2	 1
Turnstone	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Black-headed Gull	 1,747	 1,236	 1,298	 2,312	 2,318
Mediterranean Gull	 5	 2	 6	 5	 3
Common Gull	 53	 4	 13	 24	 19
Lesser Black-backed Gull	 51	 38	 43	 97	 47
Herring Gull	 841	 1,325	 789	 1,002	 1,144
Yellow-legged Gull	 3	 3	 1	 3	 0
Caspian Gull	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0
Iceland Gull	 0	 1 	 0	 0	 0
Great Black-backed Gull	 74	 114	 234	 822	 100
Common Tern	 20	 16	 133	 138	 107
Stock Dove	 32	 17	 34	 27	 17
Woodpigeon	 42	 40	 29	 34	 14
Collared Dove	 30	 54	 64	 29	 14
Turtle Dove	 35	 17	 9	 1	 0
Barn Owl	 67	 133	 123	 108	 75
Little Owl	 6	 12	 9	 17	 5
Tawny Owl	 3	 4	 8	 9	 6
Kingfisher	 0	 1	 0	 0	 3
Wryneck	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0
Green Woodpecker	 11	 12	 21	 20	 19
Great Spotted Woodpecker	 26	 36	 33	 34	 20
Magpie	 18	 28	 10	 16	 10
Jay	 4	 15	 15	 15	 9
Jackdaw	 18	 14	 3	 15	 10
Rook	 2	 3	 1	 4	 1
Carrion Crow	 7	 2	 1	 1	 2
Goldcrest	 45	 167	 82	 101	 34
Firecrest	 7	 2	 3	 3	 7
Blue Tit	 1,407	 770	 1,732	 2,216	 1,333
Great Tit	 595	 539	 949	 948	 784
Coal Tit 	 60	 36	 78	 84	 40
Marsh Tit	 5	 5	 17	 15	 14
Bearded Tit	 4	 2	 27	 15	 9
Sand Martin	 50	 3	 29	 9	 60
Swallow	 354	 449	 374	 299	 384
House Martin	 0	 12	 15	 12	 164
Cetti’s Warbler	 11	 12	 15	 36	 26
Long-tailed Tit	 233	 129	 315	 344	 276
Chiffchaff	 231	 156	 298	 359	 251
Willow Warbler	 82	 90	 125	 152	 160
Blackcap	 286	 264	 624	 499	 298
Garden Warbler	 9	 14	 14	 14	 9
Barred Warbler	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   148 28/2/16   19:00:53



essex ringing report for 2013  149

Species	 2013 Total	 2012 Total	 2011 Total	 2010 Total	 2009 Total

Lesser Whitethroat	 36	 45	 77	 94	 77
Whitethroat	 112	 128	 398	 389	 260
Grasshopper Warbler	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Sedge Warbler	 21	 9	 27	 88	 32
Reed Warbler	 117	 73	 209	 479	 176
Waxwing	 3	 0	 3	 0	 0
Nuthatch	 3	 2	 3	 3	 2
Treecreeper	 17	 20	 25	 13	 12
Wren	 140	 114	 162	 156	 202
Starling	 336	 583	 608	 351	 347
Ring Ouzel	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0
Blackbird	 462	 682	 583	 521	 540
Fieldfare	 19	 37	 61	 73	 22
Song Thrush	 67	 55	 63	 86	 79
Redwing	 7	 12	 50	 36	 8
Mistle Thrush	 3	 4	 0	 4	 9
Spotted Flycatcher	 0	 0	 1	 3	 3
Robin	 367	 288	 346	 405	 339
Nightingale	 6	 5	 5	 3	 1
Pied Flycatcher	 1	 4	 0	 0	 0
Black Redstart	 1	 0	 0	 1	 0
Redstart	 1	 1	 0	 5	 2
Stonechat	 0	 0	 0	 1	 2
Wheatear	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0
Dunnock	 345	 250	 364	 423	 375
House Sparrow	 73	 68	 84	 268	 168
Tree Sparrow	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0
Yellow Wagtail	 0	 0	 1	 12	 18
Grey Wagtail	 0	 0	 3	 3	 1
Pied/White Wagtail	 13	 2	 13	 44	 30
Tree Pipit	 0	 0	 0	 0	 1
Meadow Pipit	 4	 4	 4	 1	 22
Chaffinch	 433	 335	 618	 426	 364
Brambling	 25	 7	 54	 6	 0
Greenfinch	 700	 524	 550	 588	 369
Goldfinch	 415	 361	 769	 614	 515
Siskin	 335	 22	 172	 7	 106
Linnet	 30	 22	 41	 35	 24
Lesser Redpoll	 29	 20	 47	 2	 5
Common/Lesser Redpoll	 0	 0	 0	 0	 3
Bullfinch	 89	 83	 81	 62	 69
Yellowhammer	 132	 135	 179	 73	 120
Reed Bunting	 216	 260	 182	 150	 66
Corn Bunting	 32	 14	 84	 73	 45
Grand Total	 11,349	 10,260	 13,900	 15,025	 12,737
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In Table 2 below, the first line of each entry shows ringing details including the age and sex of the bird 
if known. The following lines indicate the locations of subsequent reports or captures and the 
distance of the movement in kms from the original ringing location. Note some old recoveries of 
interest, not reported until 2013, are included. The term control refers to a bird captured and released 
by another ringer.

Table 2: Selected recoveries/controls involving Essex reported during 2013

Species	 Age/ details	D ates	 Locations	 km

Mute Swan	I st year	 31.12.2009	L eybourne Lakes CP, Kent	
W25826	 Field sighting	 28.02.2013	 Mistley, Essex	 84
	 Field sighting	 26.10.2013	 Mistley, Essex	
Mute Swan	I st year	 22.02.2012	 Fishers Green, Essex	
W32083	 Field sighting	 12.02.2013	 Bittell Reservoirs, Hereford & Worcester	 154
Greylag Goose	N estling	 04.06.1973	Z win, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium	
BLB M316	 Dead	 27.03.1977	 Hamford Water, Essex	 157
Wigeon	A dult male	 18.11.2012	 Seaton Marshes, Devon	
FN12800	 Shot	 02.12.2013	 St Osyth, Essex	 313
Wigeon	A dult male	 27.11.2011	 Dunham, Retford, Nottinghamshire	
FP95392	 Shot	 07.12.2013	 Peldon, Essex	 196
Gadwall	A dult male	 07.08.2011	A bberton Reservoir, Essex	
FH19165	 Shot	 26.12.2013	 Tilloy-Lez-Marchiennes, Nord, France	 230
Cormorant	N estling	 17.06.2013	 Store Rova, Bokn, Rogaland, Norway	
NOS BA34292	 Shot	 18.11.2013	N r Bishops Stortford, Essex	 883
Little Egret	N estling	 05.05.2012	N etherhall, Essex	
GR58405	 Field sighting	 31.05.2013	N ene Washes, Cambridgeshire	 93
Gt White Egret	N estling	 26.06.2001	L ac de Grand-Lieu, Loire-Atlantique, France	
FRP CA60078	 Field sighting	 19.07.2003	 Denaby Main, South Yorkshire	 712
	 Field sighting	 26.07.2003	A bberton Reservoir, Essex	 555
	 Field sighting	 28.07.2003	 nr Ely, Cambridgeshire	 596
	 Field sighting	 31.08.2003	 Powderham, Devon	 414
	 Field sighting	 27.07.2013	O ld Hall, Essex	 550
Sparrowhawk	 1st Year male	 30.09.2012	O rmesby St Margaret, Norfolk	
DB81989	C ontrolled	 30.10.2013	 Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex	 94
Kestrel	N estling	 25.06.2008	 Bocking’s Elm, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex	
EW48085	 Sick, hit by car	 18.06.2013	 Thriplow, Duxford, Cambridgeshire	 79
Oystercatcher	N estling	 27.06.2010	 Eavestone Moor, North Yorkshire	
FA29272	 Field sighting	 29.05.2013	 Shoeburyness, Essex	 333
Avocet	N estling	 12.06.2012	 Seal Sands, Teesmouth, Cleveland	
EY04573	 Field sighting	 13.03.2013	 Two Tree Is., Leigh-on-Sea, Essex	 364
Mediterranean Gull	N estling	 13.06.2010	 Hamford Water, Essex	
EW48369	 Field sighting	 10.12.2010	 Ballycotton Bridge, Lame Lough,  Antrim	 562
	 Field sighting	 10.04.2012	 Minsmere, Suffolk	 48
Common Gull	A dult	 26.12.2001	 Pildammsparken, Malmo, Sweden	
SVS 7164318	 Field sighting	 11.03.2013	 Stone Point, St Osyth, Essex	 893
Common Gull	N estling	 28.06.1983	R andweg, Texel, de Koog, The Netherlands	
NLA 3374810	C ontrolled	 16.02.2013	 Pitsea, Essex	 334
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Species	 Age/ details	D ates	 Locations	 km

Common Gull	A dult	 16.02.2013	 Pitsea, Essex	
ER16207	 Field sighting	 06.12.2013	 Filey, North Yorkshire	 302
Caspian Gull	N estling	 20.05.2010	 Dabrowa Gomicza, Katowice, Poland	
PLG DN25373	 Field sighting	 15.01.2011	R ainham, Essex	 1,336
	 Field sighting	 17.02.2011	 Pitsea, Essex	 1,315
	 Field sighting	 19.01.2013	 Pitsea, Essex	
	 Field sighting	 18.03.2013	 Skegness, Lincolnshire	 1,336
Caspian Gull	N estling	 29.05.2012	 Jankowice, Babice, Malopolskie, Krakow, Poland,	
PLG DN28996	 Field sighting	 07.12.2013	 Pitsea, Essex	 1,342
Great Black-b Gull	A dult	 02.02.2013	 Pitsea, Essex	
MA28704	 Field sighting	 03.04.2013	R usko, Oulu, Finland	 2,081
Great Black-b Gull	N estling	 29.06.2009	K olpen, Frederikshavn, Jutland, Denmark	
DKC 3061048	 Field sighting	 15.05.2010	 Pitsea, Essex	 926
Common Tern	N estling	 21.06.2011	A bberton Reservoir, Essex	
SR90780	C ontrolled	 03.09.2011	 Parque National Marismas Del Odiel, Huelva, Spain	1,728
Barn Owl	N estling	 19.06.2010	O ld Ellerby, Humberside	
GR16302	 Dead, RTA	 15.05.2012	A rkesden, Essex	 206
Great S.Woodpecker	 1st Yr female	 10.06.2012	 Upper Green, Langley, Essex	
LE23256	C ontrolled	 12.06.2013	 Thetford, Norfolk	 63
Rook	 1st Year	 01.06.2012	 Pett Level, Sussex	
FP50847	 Freshly dead	 14.04.2013	 Barling, Essex	 75
Firecrest	 Full-grown male	 21.04.2013	 Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex	
ECH214	C ontrolled	 05.05.2013	 Tangham Farm, Boyton, Suffolk	 27
Sand Martin	A dult female	 19.06.2013	 Brightlingsea, Essex	
D181992	C ontrolled	 23.08.2013	 Etang de la Horne, Lentilles,  Aube, France	 454
Chiffchaff	A dult male	 26.04.2013	L ower Green, Langley, Essex	
DXH931	C ontrolled	 26.05.2013	 Gibraltar Point, Skegness, Lincolnshire	 126
Chiffchaff	 Full-grown	 21.08.2013	C olchester Zoo, Essex	
HCR002	C ontrolled	 17.09.2013	C hilworth, Surrey	 118
Blackcap	 Full-grown male	 28.03.2013	 Portland Bill, Dorset	
D178993	C ontrolled	 24.09.2013	 Wenden Lofts, Essex	 245
Blackcap	 Juvenile female	 06.08.2013	R oydon, Essex	
L878263	C ontrolled	 17.09.2013	 Pett Level, Sussex	 107
Blackcap	 Juvenile male	 17.07.2010	 Bainton GP, Cambridgeshire	
L295171	C ontrolled	 21.07.2013	 Daws Hall, Lamarsh, Essex	 104
Blackcap	 Full-gr’n female	 01.06.2011	 Wenden Lofts, Essex	
L695159	C ontrolled	 09.12.2011	R io Guadiamar, Sanlucar la Mayor, Sevilla, Spain	 1,694
Blackcap	 1st Year male	 03.09.2011	 East Newlands, Foulness, Essex	
T728544	C ontrolled	 26.09.2011	 El Manju, Cieza, Murcia, Spain	 1,499
Garden Warbler	 Full-grown	 12.07.2013	R oydon, Essex	
L878234	C ontrolled	 19.08.2013	 Durlston CP, Dorset	 190
Lesser Whitethroat	 1st Year	 24.09.2011	A utavaux, Fribourg, Switzerland	
HES B330585	C ontrolled	 29.06.2013	 East Newlands, Foulness, Essex	 681
Whitethroat	 Juvenile	 03.08.2011	N r St Osyth	
Y128426	 Trapped alive	 28.08.2013	 Sarria, Lugo, Spain	 1,187
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Species	 Age/ details	D ates	 Locations	 km

Sedge Warbler	 1st Year	 27.08.2013	O ld Hall, Essex	
D452775	C ontrolled	 02.09.2013	 Etang-de-Moisan, Messanges, Landes, France	 901
Reed Warbler	N estling	 25.07.2013	 Thetford, Norfolk	
D642048	 Dead, hit glass	 13.09.2013	 Maldon Essex	 77
Waxwing	 1st Year female	 24.11.2012	A boyne, Grampian Region	
NW31154	 Field sighting	 22.01.2013	 Thornwood, nr Epping, Essex	 624
Starling	 2nd Year male	 06.06.2013	 Upper Green, Langley, Essex	
LH18157	 Field sighting	 08.07.2013	L yn Traffwll,  Anglesey	 341
Blackbird	 Full-grown male	 08.01.2010	 Hessilhead, Beith, Strathclyde	
LA41683	 Dead in building	 31.03.2013	 Brightlingsea, Essex	 570
Blackbird	 1st Year female	 29.10.2011	 East Newlands, Foulness, Essex	
LC58340	 Dead, leg only	 29.11.2012	 Burdaard, Friesland, The Netherlands	 384
Blackbird	 1st Year male	 28.10.2012	 East Newlands, Foulness, Essex	
LC58467	 Freshly dead	 20.10.2013	N etland, Rogaland, Norway	 830
Blackbird	 1st Year male	 24.10.2013	L e Fort Vert, Marck. Pas-de-Calais, France	
FRP JA660190	K illed by cat	 22.11.2013	C lacton-on-Sea, Essex	 109
Fieldfare	 1st Year male	 31.01.2011	 Upper Green, Langley, Essex	
LC65029	C ontrolled	 30.10.2011	 Marksplas,  Antwerpen, Belgium	 336
Redwing	 1st Year	 07.12.2011	 Sunnymead Farm, Wivenhoe, Essex	
RF41893	 Unknown	 06.01.2013	 Moura, Baixo Alentejo, Portugal	 1,660
Robin	 1st Year	 10.10.2013	N orre Lungvig Fyr, Holmsland, Jutland, Denmark	
DKC 9AN5043	C ontrolled	 12.10.2013	 East Newlands, Foulness, Essex	 682
Nightingale	 Juvenile female	 15.07.2012	N orthward Hill, High Halstow, Rochester, Kent	
L526932	C ontrolled	 05.05.2013	 Two Tree Island, Essex	
Siskin	 1st Year male	 06.01.2011	C lavering Farm Fish Lakes, Essex	
L213955	 Freshly dead	 22.05.2013	A chnasheen, Highland Region	 705
Siskin	A dult female	 19.02.2013	O ld Harlow, Essex	
JE07575	C ontrolled	 29.04.2013	 Drummond, Inverness, Highland Region	 690
Siskin	 1st Year male	 12.04.2013	 Upper Green, Langley, Essex	
D310117	C ontrolled	 24.05.2013	 Drummond, Inverness, Highland Region	 667
Siskin	 1st Year male	 08.04.2013	 Upper Green, Langley, Essex	
D310102	C ontrolled	 02.05.2013	 Fort Augustus, Highland Region	 649
Siskin	 Juvenile female	 07.07.2012	L agganbeg, Kilninver, Oban, Strathclyde	
Y484001	C ontrolled	 18.02.2013	C lavering Farm Fish Lakes, Essex	 605
Lesser Redpoll	 1st Year	 29.11.2012	 Bassins des 5 Tailles, La Neuville, Nord, France	
FRP 6769069	C ontrolled	 22.04.2013	C lavering Farm Fish Lakes, Essex	 262
	C ontrolled	 25.04.2013	C lavering Farm Fish Lakes, Essex	
Reed Bunting	 Full-gr’n female	 23.02.2012	 Sunnymead Farm, Wivenhoe, Essex	
Y458474	C ontrolled	 08.04.2013	L owe’s Farm, nr Southery, Norfolk	 88

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   152 28/2/16   19:00:53



essex ringing report for 2013  153

Additional Summaries

Brent Goose: many individuals colour-ringed on their Russian breeding grounds or on the near 
Continent whilst wintering or on passage were re-sighted in Essex, some showing marked site 
fidelity

Shag: two from Isle of May, Fife, and one from the Farne Islands, Northumberland, all ringed as 
chicks, were subsequently found dead or in poor condition in Essex during 2013.

Avocet: four chicks colour-ringed at Holland Haven were re-sighted soon after fledging in Suffolk. 
Two French-ringed chicks and a Norfolk-ringed chick previously sighted in Suffolk, Kent and Devon, 
all visited Essex during 2013.

Black-tailed Godwit: many colour-ringed birds of the Icelandic race (L.l.islandica) visited Essex, 
some of which had wintered in Portugal, France or Ireland and some had been sighted in The 
Netherlands and Scotland on passage. Many showed marked fidelity to sites in East Anglia.

Greenshank: one colour-ringed whilst breeding in Sutherland in 2010 has been sighted in each 
subsequent winter on the Stour Estuary and also been re-sighted in Sutherland in the intervening 
summers.

Redshank: a colour-ringed chick from Berney Marshes, Norfolk, in 2009 has now been sighted in 
three subsequent winters in Essex.

Black-headed Gull: many recoveries and re-sightings included two ringed as adults at Pitsea in 
1987 seen in 2013 in The Netherlands, with additional movements to there, Belgium, Spain and 
Russia (1,914 km NNE) and to Essex from France, Belgium, The Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland, Poland and Lithuania.

Mediterranean Gull: two nestlings and an adult colour-ringed in Poland were re-sighted and/or 
caught and released in Essex; an adult from Belgium and a chick from The Netherlands were re-
sighted in Essex, all during 2013

Common Gull: two German colour-ringed chicks were re-sighted in the mouth of the River Colne 
in 2013.

Lesser Black-backed Gull: two ringed as chicks at Orfordness, Suffolk, in 2000 visited Essex in 2013 
having previously been sighted (1) in Portugal, Spain, France, Berkshire and Greater London and (2) 
in Morocco. Birds cannon-netted at Pitsea were later re-sighted in Denmark and France (three) 
whilst another had been ringed as a chick in Germany.

Herring Gull: there were movements linking Pitsea and Scotland (four), Germany (three), Russia 
and the Channel Islands; a Belgian-ringed chick was sighted at Southend; a Suffolk-ringed chick from 
2004 had been sighted in two different winters in France, then at Holland Haven in 2011 and 
2013.  A first-winter bird ringed at Pitsea in 1987 was found freshly dead in Suffolk in 2013.

Barn Owl: 11 individuals previously ringed in Essex were found dead during 2013 in the county, 
maximum movement 16 km.

Swallow: two Essex-ringed nestlings were controlled at Pett Level, Sussex during autumn 2013.

Greenfinch: there were movements linking Essex and Hampshire, Leicestershire and Oxfordshire 
reported in 2013.
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Rare birds in Essex 
Update and amendments to the statistical record

by Simon Wood

Introduction
Putting together the Birds of Essex (Wood 2007) was a huge task that took some nine years to 
complete. Despite all of that effort, it was still not possible to really get into the “nitty gritty” of the 
rarity records published in the Essex Bird Report, the annual British Birds Rarities Committee Reports 
[BBRCR] and previous Birds of Essex, namely Christy (1890), Glegg (1929), Hudson & Pyman (1968) 
and Cox (1984). 

Some eight years after the publication of the Birds of Essex I have therefore carried out a review, 
with this paper the result. The nature of the paper does mean that it makes rather dry reading, for 
which I apologise, although it might prove to be a cure for insomnia! 

The paper is split into two parts. The first details the errors and omissions that the research has 
identified. The second section gives statistics for all Essex rarities up to the end of 2013. These can be 
used as a baseline for future EBRs.

Some records previously published in the EBR have been removed from the official record. This is 
because the record was never actually submitted to the BBRC and/or the EBS, or was previously 
published in the EBR but the record was either rejected or never submitted to BBRC. 

Now, I’m sure some of you may say, why does that matter? Well, the simple answer is that all other 
natural history disciplines require basic scientific evidence to support unusual occurrences and why 
should birding be any different? The advent of the digital camera has greatly increased the number 
of corroborated records being received but there will, I am sure, still be those records for which no 
back-up is forthcoming and the record will be lost, which is a great shame.

Amendments to the record
The very time-consuming task of trawling through and cross-referencing all of the various references 
to records revealed typographical errors to be a significant source of error, but differences in the 
record were evident for all sorts of reasons, even completely wrong locations! The amendments 
below confirm the definitive record and take precedence over any of the previous publications. I 
would like to thank all those people, of which there are too many to list here, who helped with all my 
queries and niggles. However, a special thank you must go to Nigel Hudson at the BBRC. 

For each correction I have tried to provide every reference so that in future it should be possible to 
follow these up more easily and face less of a task than I did.

Black Brant
This sub-species of Brent Goose was dropped by the BBRC in July 2005 because it was being 
swamped by the significant upturn in the number of reports nationally. Numbers have continued to 
increase and, because of the longevity of the species and the mobility of individuals within the Brent 
Geese flocks, assessing numbers has become increasingly difficult.

Somewhat surprisingly, 17 records published in EBR prior to 2005 were never submitted to the 
BBRC. These are listed below and are now excluded from the Essex record, although many probably 
relate to birds previously or subsequently recorded and submitted to the BBRC. It would be good if 
observers of any of the birds listed below submitted the records to BBRC/EBS as soon as possible. 

•	 1977 Horsey/Stour 	 6th February-2nd March
•	 1984 Kirby-le-Soken 	 24th February [2]
•	 1984 Kirby-le-Soken 	 27th February
•	 1987 Bridgemarsh Is. 	 1st January
•	 1987 Fambridge 	 2nd January
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•	 1990 Holliwell/Foulness 	 November-22nd December
•	 1990 Great Wakering 	 12th January-24th March
•	 1992 Holliwell 	 19th November
•	 1996 Old Hall 	 12th November-8th December
•	 1996 Redwell/Dengie 	 14th November
•	 1997 Old Hall 	  8th March
•	 1997 Old Hall 	 16th December
•	 2000 Colne Point 	  24th-25th November
•	 2000 Old Hall 	 27th-28th November
•	 2000 Old Hall 	 5th December
•	 2000 South Woodham 	 27th December
•	 2003 Holland Haven 	 12th January

Otherwise, the following corrections and observations should be noted:

1983 Hadleigh. EBR (1983:25) states 5th and 9th 
February, whilst BBRCR (77:513) states 5th-10th 
February. Unfortunately, it has not been possible 
to confirm which dates are correct.
1985 St Osyth. Date is 28th February as BBRCR 
(79:532), not as EBR (1986:23). 
1986 Hamford Water. EBR (1986:23) states 
throughout January whilst BBRCR (80:525) states 
to at least 5th January from 1985. Unfortunately, 
it has not been possible to confirm which dates are 
correct.
1996/97 Stow Marshes. Dates are 6th December-
7th March as EBR (1996:31 and 1997:38), not as 
BBRCR (90:461 and 91:464). See BBRCR (107:648).
1997 Note exact location of Dengie bird (EBR 
1996:38) was Holliwell Point as BBRCR (91:464).
2000 Old Hall. Date is 29th November as BBRCR 
(95:484), not as EBR (2000:31). 
2001 Old Hall. Dates are 23rd January, 28th 
February and 7th March, not as EBR (2001:19) and 
BBRCR (95:484). See BBRCR (107:648).
2001 Brightlingsea/Wivenhoe. Dates are 14th 
January-25th February as EBR (2001:19), not as 
BBRCR (95:483). Bird actually seen on 14th Jan 
21st, 27th and 28th and 23rd and 25th Feb. See 
BBRCR (107:648).
2001 Foulness. Dates are 3rd-18th February as 
EBR (2001:18), not as BBRCR (95:483). Possibly 
four birds involved. See BBRCR (107:648).
2001/02 Old Hall. Dates are 2nd December-19th 
March as EBR (2001:19 and 2002:23) not as 
BBRCR (96:555). See BBRCR (107:648).
2001 Blackwater Estuary. 24th November-30th 
December (BBRCR 97:561). Record not in EBR. 
2002/03 Old Hall. Dates are 9th November 
2002-2nd March 2003 as EBR (2002:23 and 
2003:22), not as BBRCR (96:555 and 97:561).

2004 The Naze. Dates are 23rd November and 
29th December as BBRCR (98:632), not 23rd as 
EBR (2004:27). 
2004 Foulness. Two birds were present on 7th 
November as EBR (2002:27), not as BBRCR 
(631-632). 
2004 Inner Blackwater. Dates are Heybridge GP 
18th and 25th January, Osea on 1st February and 
Northey Island 27th-31st March and 18th 
December to 2005, not as EBR (2004:27) and 
BBRCR (98:632).  All records assumed to have 
involved the same individual. See BBRCR 
(107:648).

Red-breasted Goose
1984 The Naze. 22nd February as EBR (1984:23). 
Not previously published in BBRCR. See BBRCR 
(107:584).
1984 East Mersea. Date is 25th February, as EBR 
(1984:23) and BBRCR (78:536), not as Wood 
(2007:94).
1986 North Fambridge. Possibly for two weeks 
from 17th January as BBRCR (80:526) – record is 
not in EBR and Wood. 
1986 East Mersea. Dates are 28th January-18th 
February as BBRCR (80:526), not as EBR (1986:23).
1986 Bradwell on 12th February and Fingringhoe 
on 16th February (EBR 1986:23) were not 
previously published in BBRCR. See BBRCR 
(107:584).
1986/87 Althorne/Creeksea/Canewdon etc. Dates 
are 27th December 1986-15th March 1987, not 
27th as BBRCR (80:526), EBR (1986:23 and 
1987:26) and Wood (2007:94). See BBRCR 
(107:584).
1993 Old Hall. Dates are 12th January-12th 
February as BBRCR (87:513) and Wood (2007:94), 
not as EBR (1993:37).
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1993 East Mersea/Brightlingsea. 24th January (EBR 
1993:37). Not previously published in BBRCR, nor 
Wood (2007). See BBRCR (107:584).
1996 Old Hall. 11th March (EBR 1996:32) and 
Wood (2007). Not previously published in BBRCR. 
See BBRCR (107:584).
1996 Old Hall. Dates are 3rd-4th and 14th January 
as BBRCR (91:464) and not as EBR (1996:32) and 
Wood (2007:94) .
1997 Brightlingsea. 16th February (EBR 1997:38) 
and Wood (2007:94). Not previously published in 
BBRCR. See BBRCR (107:584).
Also note that in Wood, the year 1975 was missed 
off the record of one at Foulness/Wakering at the 
very top of page 94. 

Green-winged Teal
1989 Abberton. Dates are 15th October-12th 
November as BBRCR (83:449) not as EBR (1989:36) 
and Wood (2007:107).
1996 East Mersea. Note this record was not 
submitted until 2009, so does not appear in Wood 
(2007); see EBR (2007:38).

Blue-winged Teal
1989 Stanford Warren. Dates are 9th-12th May as 
BBRCR (83:450) and not as EBR (1989:37) and 
Wood (2007:115).

Ring-necked Duck
1995 Fishers Green. 8th October. EBR (1995:33). 
Not recorded in Wood (2007).
1999 Valentines Park. Dates are 20th February to 
8th May as EBR (1999:38), not as Wood 
(2007:123). 

Ferruginous Duck
1986 Roydon GP. Delete record in Wood 
(2007:124) as not in EBR or BBRCR.
1999/00 70 Acres Lake. 28th October into 2000. 
Considered an escape (EBR 2000:37). See BBRCR 
(107:648). Remove from record.
2000 Abberton. Dates are 17th and 19th October 
as EBR (2000:37) and Wood (2007:124), not 17th 
October as BBRCR (94:464). See BBRCR (107:648).
2001 Netherhall GP. Dates are 6th-17th October 
as EBR (2001:26) and Wood (2007:124), not as 
BBRCR (95:487). See BBRCR (107:648).
2002 Hanningfield. Dates are 22nd July-6th August 
as BBRCR (96:557), not as EBR (2002:30) and Wood 
(2007:124).

Cattle Egret
2006 Hanningfield. 24th October. EBR (2006:49). 
Never submitted to BBRC. Remove from record.

Purple Heron
1980 Southminster. Dates are 19th-21st April as 
BBRCR (74:458) and Cox (1984:53), not as EBR 
(1980:19) and Wood (2007:185). 

Black Stork
1983 Little Hallingbury. Date is 12th June as EBR 
(1988:28) and Wood (2007: 186), not as BBRCR 
(82:513). See BBRCR (107:594). 
2004 Colne estuary etc. Dates are 16th August-4th 
September as BBRCR (98:644) and Wood 
(2007:186), not as EBR (2004:50).

Black Kite
1971 Fingringhoe. Date is 2nd June as BBRCR 
(65:330), EBR (1972:23) and Wood (2007:191), not 
as Cox (1984:97).
2004 Goodmayes. Note more accurate location is 
Goodmayes as EBR (2004:51) and Wood 
(2007:191). Record is described as Ilford in BBRCR 
(98:644). Date is 25th June as BBRCR (98:644), not 
as EBR (2004:51) and Wood (2007:191).

Greater Spotted Eagle
1891 Elmstead. Date is 29th October as Glegg 
(1929:136), Cox (1984:103) and Wood (2007:203), 
not as Hudson & Pyman (1968:31).

Red-footed Falcon
1974 Ingatestone. Date is 1st July as EBR 
(1974:30), Cox (1984:105) and Wood (2007:207) 
not as BBRCR (68:315). See BBRCR (107:649).
1987 Abberton. Dates are 23rd July-12th August as 
EBR (1987:35) and Wood (2007: 207), not as 
BBRCR (81:551). See BBRCR (107:649)
1990 Hadleigh Downs. Date is 2nd August as EBR 
(1990:50) and Wood (2007:207), not as BBRCR 
(84:467). See BBRCR (107:649)

Common Crane
1987 Hanningfield. Date is 12th June as EBR 
(1987:37) not as Wood (2007:223).

Great Bustard
1830 near Saffron Walden. Glegg (1929:270), Cox 
(1984:119), Hudson & Pyman (1968:41) and Wood 
(2007:224). Record not recognised by BBRCR. 
Remove from record.

Black-winged Stilt
2006 Deal Hall, Dengie. 29th April. EBR (2006:63 
and 144). Record never submitted to BBRC. Remove 
from record.
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Black-winged Pratincole
1960 Abberton. Dates are 28th August-18th 
September as EBR (1961:48), Hudson & Pyman 
(1968:54) and Cox (1984:125), not as BBRCR 
(54:185) and Wood (2007:232). See BBRCR 
(107:604).

Kentish Plover
1959 Walthamstow. Date is 19th April as EBR 
(1959:18) not as Wood (2007:237).
1967 The Naze. Dates are 30th April-1st May as 
EBR (1967:24) and Wood (2007:238), not as 
Hudson & Pyman (1968:43).

White-rumped Sandpiper
1984 Two Tree Island. Dates are 2nd-4th 
September as BBRCR (78:546), not as EBR 
(1984:37) and Wood (2007:254). 

Great Snipe
19th century. Tiptree Heath. Christy (1890:243), 
Glegg (1929:244) and Wood (2007:268). Not 
recognised by BBRC. Remove from record. 
1825 Saffron Walden. Undated. Christy (1890:243) 
and Glegg (1929:243). Record is recognised by 
BBRC but is not in Wood (2007).  Add to record.

Long-billed Dowitcher
1985 Langenhoe. This was a different bird to the 
Heybridge GP bird, contra Wood (2007:268).
1985/86 Old Hall. Dates are 14th October 
1985-30th January 1986, not as BBRCR (79:548 
and 97:581), EBR (1985:44 and 1986:41) and Wood 
(2007:268). See BBRCR (107:603).
2007 Stour Estuary. Note 9th March-15th April 
dates as BBRCR (101:540) are for Essex and Suffolk 
combined. Essex dates are 10th March-6th April as 
EBR (2007:74). See BBRCR (107:602).

Marsh Sandpiper
1995 Old Hall. Dates are 28th July and 5th August 
as BBRCR (89:502) and EBR (1995:55), not as Wood 
(2007:284). 
2005 Holland Haven. Bird was a juvenile as BBRCR 
(100:42), not as EBR (2005:75). 
2008 Heybridge GP. Dates are 24th-30th August as 
BBRCR (102:557), not as EBR (2008:89). 

Lesser Yellowlegs
1998 All four records accepted by BBRC as four 
different birds.
2001 Cattawade/Manningtree. Dates are 
10th-12th October as EBR (2001:60), not as BBRCR 
(95:495) and Wood (2007:286). See BBRCR 
(107:602).

2009 Heybridge GP. Dates are 16th March and 
13th-24th April as BBRCR (103:591) not as EBR 
(2009:65).

Spotted Sandpiper
2009/10 Abberton. Dates are 15th November 
2009-3rd January 2010 as BBRCR (104:584), not as 
EBR (2009:65 and 2010:70).

Wilson’s Phalarope
1980 Correct location is Chigborough Lakes as EBR 
(1980:45), Cox (1984:150) and Wood (2007:295) 
and not Heybridge GP as BBRCR (74:473). See 
BBRCR (107:600).
1995 Old Hall. Dates are 18th June-13th July as 
EBR (1995:58) and Wood (2007:295), not as BBRCR 
(89:504). See BBRCR (107:600).

Ring-billed Gull
1985 Leigh-on-Sea. Dates are 13th-17th August as 
BBRCR (79:553), not as EBR (1985:52) and Wood 
(2007:311). 
1985 Southend. 6th December as EBR (1986:49) 
and BBRC (80:543), not recorded in Wood (2007). 
1986 Southend.  Although Southend records were 
not specifically mentioned in Wood (2007:311-
312), they occurred within the period that the 
individual is described as present in the general 
area. 
2000 Wivenhoe Park. 2nd-4th April. Record not in 
Wood (2007). 

Caspian Tern
1959 Abberton. Date is 2nd August as BBRCR 
(53:421), Hudson & Pyman (1968:60) and Wood 
(2007:331) and not as Cox (1984:170).

White-winged Black Tern
1962 Abberton. EBR (1962: 29) and Wood (2007: 
334) state 6th-9th September, whilst BBRCR (56: 
402) states 6th September. Unfortunately it has 
not been possible to confirm which dates are 
correct. 
1964 Abberton. EBR (1964: 28) and Wood (2007: 
334) state 16th-30th August and immature, whilst 
BBRCR (58: 362) states 20th August only and adult. 
Unfortunately it has not been possible to confirm 
which dates and age are correct.
1976 Hanningfield. Dates are 22nd-25th August as 
BBRCR (70:426), not as EBR (1976:39) and Wood 
(2007:334).
1978 Abberton. Dates are 4th-9th August as EBR 
(1978: 41) and Wood (2007: 334) not as BBRCR 
(72: 528). See BBRCR (107:649).
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1992 Abberton. 29th July. Note that age was adult 
or 2nd-summer as BBRCR (86:493), not as EBR 
(1992:86) and Wood (2007:334). 

Pallas’s Sandgrouse
1888 Harwich. Christy (1890:217) and Wood 
(2007:350). Not recognised by BBRC. Remove 
from record. 
1888 Audley End. Christy (1890:217) and Wood 
(2007:350).Not recognised by BBRC. Remove from 
record.

White-throated Needletail
1846 Great Horkesley. Dates are 6th-8th July as 
Christy (1890:145), Glegg (1929:108) and Wood 
(2007:373), not as Hudson & Pyman (1968:68) 
and Cox (1984:189).

Bee-eater
1990 Location stated as Barling in EBR (1990:82) 
and Wood (2007:379) but Great Wakering in 
BBRCR (84:479). It has not been possible to 
confirm which location is correct; Barling will 
stand until proved otherwise.

Roller
1865 Bird was shot at Little Chesterford Park as 
Glegg (1929:111), Pyman (1929:68), Cox 
(1984:192) and (Hardwicke’s Science Gossip 
(1865:184) not as Christy (1890:150) and Wood 
(2007:380).

Red-rumped Swallow
1969 Great Totham Gravel Pit. 26th April. It is 
unclear where this location is, although it is most 
likely to be behind Great Totham Parish church at 
Grid Reference T L859112. Wood (2007: 401) 
states Chigborough Lakes, which is probably 
incorrect.
1980 Abberton. Dates are 6th-12th May, not as 
EBR (1980:54), Cox (1984: 201), Wood (2007:401) 
and BBRCR (74:480). See BBRCR (107:649).
1990 Belfairs Park. Date is 2nd October as BBRCR 
(84:480), not as EBR (1985:85) and Wood 
(2007:401).
1994 Barling. Dates are 23rd May-3rd June as EBR 
(1994:78) and Wood (2007:401) not as BBRCR 
(88:527). See BBRCR (107:649). 

Tawny Pipit
1960 Frinton-on-Sea. Date is 13th September as 
EBR (1960:36), Cox (1984:202) and BBRCR 
(54:193), not as Wood (2007:402).

Olive-backed Pipit
1992 23rd-26th October. Exact location is 

Connaught Water as EBR (1992:94). BBRCR 
(86:504) and Wood (2007:403) state Woodford 
Green.
1994 Wat Tyler CP. Dates are 13th January-2nd 
April as EBR (1994:79) and Wood (2007:403), not 
as BBRCR (88:529). See BBRCR (107:649), but note 
this should say ‘revised dates’.

Bluethroat
2002 Cudmore Grove. Note that Wood 
(2007:431) incorrectly ascribes this to the 
red-spotted, rather than white-spotted race. 

Naumann’s Thrush
1990 Woodford Green. Dates are 19th January-
9th March as BBRCR (84:485) and Wood 
(2007:448), not as EBR (1990:92). Bird was aged as 
an adult male by BBRC, not as a 1st-winter male as 
in EBR and Wood. 

Savi’s Warbler
1981 Pitsea. Date of first bird is 26th May as 
BBRCR (75:518), and Cox (1984:223) and not as 
EBR (1981:62) and Wood (2007:460). 
2009 Seventy Acres Lake. Dates are 30th April-2nd 
June as EBR (2009:92) not as BBRCR (103:613). 
See BBRCR (107:624).
2011 Canvey Wick. Dates are 21st-22nd April as 
EBR (2011:103), not as BBRCR (105:600). See 
BBRCR (107:624).

Great Reed Warbler
2004 Abberton. Dates are 17th-31st May as EBR 
(2004:105), not as BBRCR (98:676). See BBRC 
(107:627).

Melodious Warbler
1961 Location is Roydon as Hudson & Pyman 
(1968:84) and Cox (1984:226), not as EBR 
(1961:41) and Wood (2007:468).

Subalpine Warbler
This species is likely to be split into three separate 
species in the near future, at which time the Essex 
records will require reassessment. 
Wood (2007:479) incorrectly referred to 11 
records in total. Ten records are listed.
1971 Billericay. EBR (1971:38), Cox (1984:227) 
and Wood (2007:479) state 27th April whilst 
BBRCR (65:343) states 28th April. Unfortunately it 
has not been possible to confirm which date is 
correct.
1993 The Naze. Dates are 15th August–2nd 
September as BBRCR (87:554), not as EBR 
(1993:98) and Wood (2007:479). 
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2001 Fingringhoe. Date is 13th May only as 
BBRCR (100:85), not as EBR (2005:110) and Wood 
(2007:480). 

Greenish Warbler
1983 Bradwell. Dates are 31st May–1st June as 
BBRCR (77:552), not as EBR (1983:62) and Wood 
(2007:480). 

Pallas’s Warbler
1985 Mile End, Colchester. EBR (1985:69) and 
Wood (2007:481) state 8th November, while 
BBRCR (79:574) states 14th November. It has not 
been possible to confirm which date is correct.
1987 Holland Haven. Date is 24th November as 
BBRCR (81:584) not as EBR (1987:67) and Wood 
(2007:481). 

Penduline Tit
2006/07 Rainham. Dates are from 2006 to 27th 
March as EBR (2007:121), not as BBRCR (101:567). 
See BBRCR (107:618).

Nutcracker
1968 St Osyth/Point Clear. Date is 24th 
November as BBRCR (63:370), not as EBR 
(1968:39) and Wood (2007:526). 

Rose-coloured Starling
1992 Bradfield. Dates are 9th–11th June as BBRCR 
(86:525), not as EBR (1992:115) and Wood 
(2007:537). 

Serin
2001 Gunners Park. Dates are 20th-31st March, as 
Wood (2007:547), not as EBR (2001:111) 

Arctic Redpoll
1995/96 Thorndon. Dates are 17th December 
1995-17th February 1996 as EBR (1996:96) and 
Wood (2007:562), not as BBRCR (90:508). 

Two-barred Crossbill
1866 July. Dedham. Date is 1866 as Christy 
(1890:127), Glegg (1929:30), Hudson & Pyman 
(1968:97) and Wood (2007:563), not as Cox 
(1984:262).

Ortolan Bunting
1973 Hanningfield. 1st May. Date is 1973 as EBR 
(1973:47) and Wood (2007:578), not as Cox 
(1984:268).

Rustic Bunting
1966 The Dengie. Recorded as male by BBRCR 
(60:333) but female in EBR (1966:42), Cox 
(1984:269) and Wood (2007:579). It has not been 
possible to confirm the sex, so in future the record 
should be annotated as sex uncertain. 

Little Bunting
1892 Location is Shoeburyness/Southchurch as 
Glegg (1929:38), Hudson & Pyman (1968:100) 
and Wood (2007:579), not Bradwell-on-Sea as Cox 
(1984:269).

Baltimore Oriole
1991/92 Westcliff-on-Sea. Dates are 2nd 
December 1991-24th March 1992 as BBRCR 
(86:536) and EBR (1992:122), not as Wood 
(2007:585). 
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Statistics
Note that only those species with 100 or less records are included. The statistics record the number of 
individuals, not the number of records. Thus if a flock of three Ring-necked Ducks were to occur together 
this would add three to the totals, not just one.

Little Bustard	 12	 0	 12
Great Bustard	 2	 0	 2
Black-winged Stilt	 22	 14	 36
Cream-coloured Courser	 2	 0	 2
Collared Pratincole	 2	 1	 3
Oriental Pratincole	 1	 0	 1
Black-winged Pratincole	 1	 0	 1
Kentish Plover	 52	 3	 55
Greater Sandplover	 1	 0	 1
American Golden Plover	 1	 0	 1
Pacific Golden Plover	 2	 0	 2
Sociable Plover	 3	 1	 4
White-tailed Lapwing	 0	 1	 1
Semi-palmated Sandpiper	 1	 1	 2
Western Sandpiper	 1	 0	 1
White-rumped Sandpiper	 7	 4	 11
Baird’s Sandpiper	 2	 1	 3
Pectoral Sandpiper	 65	 31	 96
Stilt Sandpiper	 1	 0	 1
Broad-billed Sandpiper	 5	 2	 7
Buff-breasted Sandpiper	 14	 2	 16
Great Snipe	 21	 0	 21
Long-billed Dowitcher	 6	 3	 9
Marsh Sandpiper	 9	 2	 11
Greater Yellowlegs	 2	 0	 2
Lesser Yellowlegs	 9	 4	 13
Solitary Sandpiper	 2	 0	 2
Terek Sandpiper	 3	 0	 3
Spotted Sandpiper	 4	 3	 7
Wilson’s Phalarope	 5	 0	 5
Red-necked Phalarope	 76	 7	 83
Laughing Gull	 2	 0	 2
Franklin’s Gull	 2	 1	 3
Bonaparte’s Gull	 1	 2	 3
Ring-billed Gull	 22	 8	 30
Common Gull race heinei 	 1	 0	 1
Bridled Tern	 1	 1	 2
Least Tern	 1	 0	 1
Gull-billed Tern	 12	 0	 12

Greenland White-front	 8	 0	 8
Lesser White-front	 3	 0	 3
Black Brant	 32	 8	 40
Red-breasted Goose	 7	 3	 10
American Wigeon	 2	 0	 2
Baikal Teal	 1	 1	 2
Green-winged Teal	 18	 8	 26
Blue-winged Teal	 5	 1	 6
Canvasback	 1	 0	 1
Ring-necked Duck	 8	 1	 9
Ferruginous Duck	 37	 6	 43
Lesser Scaup	 2	 0	 2
King Eider	 1	 0	 1
Surf Scoter	 1	 0	 1
Cory’s Shearwater	 4	 5	 9
Great Shearwater	 2	 1	 3
Balearic Shearwater	 7	 10	 17
European Storm-petrel	 62	 8	 70
American Bittern	 1	 0	 1
Little Bittern	 13	 0	 13
Night Heron	 14	 3	 17
Squacco Heron	 1	 0	 1
Cattle Egret	 2	 16	 18
Great White Egret	 4	 40	 44
Purple Heron	 25	 2	 27
Black Stork	 8	 1	 9
White Stork	 30	 12	 42
Glossy Ibis	 14	 18	 32
Black Kite	 18	 12	 30
White-tailed Eagle 
(see note 1 below)	 15	 1	 16
Egyptian Vulture	 1	 0	 1
Pallid Harrier	 1	 1	 2
Spotted Eagle	 3	 0	 3
Lesser Kestrel	 1	 0	 1
Red-footed Falcon	 28	 4	 32
Eleonora’s Falcon	 0	 1	 1
Little Crake	 4	 0	 4
Baillon’s Crake	 2	 1	 3

Species	 Up to	 Since	 Essex 
	 Wood	 Wood from	 Total 
	 (end 2004)	 01/01/05 

Species	 Up to	 Since	 Essex 
	 Wood	 Wood from	 Total 
	 (end 2004)	 01/01/05 
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Caspian Tern	 6	 0	 6
Whiskered Tern 	 4	 1	 5
White-winged Black Tern	 51	 14	 64
Forster’s Tern	 1	 0	 1
Roseate Tern	 39	 5	 44
Black Guillemot	 9	 1	 10
Scops Owl	 3	 0	 3
Snowy Owl	 1	 0	 1
Tengmalm’s Owl	 1	 0	 1
White-throated Needletail	 1	 0	 1
Pallid Swift	 1	 0	 1
Alpine Swift	 17	 7	 24
Bee-eater	 43	 13	 56
Roller	 4	 0	 4
Short-toed Lark	 3	 0	 3
Red-rumped Swallow	 19	 5	 24
Richard’s Pipit	 21	 8	 29
Tawny Pipit	 14	 2	 16
Olive-backed Pipit	 2	 2	 4
Red-throated Pipit	 5	 0	 5
Citrine Wagtail	 2	 1	 3
Dipper	 14	 1	 15
Northern Mockingbird	 1	 0	 1
Alpine Accentor	 1	 0	 1
Bluethroat	 47	 2	 49
Siberian Stonechat	 3	 1	 4
Black-eared Wheatear	 2	 0	 2
Desert Wheatear	 2	 1	 3
White’s Thrush	 1	 0	 1
Naumann’s Thrush	 2	 0	 2
Red-throated Thrush	 1	 0	 1
Savi’s Warbler	 3	 2	 5
Aquatic Warbler	 8	 1	 9
Marsh Warbler	 22	 8	 30
Paddyfield Warbler	 2	 0	 2
Blyth’s Reed Warbler	 1	 0	 1
Great Reed Warbler	 3	 0	 3
Booted Warbler	 0	 1	 1
Icterine Warbler	 25	 1	 26
Melodious Warbler	 9	 1	 10

Barred Warbler	 54	 3	 57
Asian Desert Warbler	 1	 0	 1
Dartford Warbler	 46	 45	 91
Subalpine Warbler	 10	 1	 11
Greenish Warbler	 2	 0	 2
Arctic Warbler	 1	 0	 1
Pallas’s Warbler	 39	 7	 46
Hume’s Warbler	 1	 0	 1
Radde’s Warbler	 1	 2	 3
Dusky Warbler	 4	 1	 5
Bonelli’s warbler sp.	 1	 0	 1
Red-breasted Flycatcher	 29	 2	 31
Collared Flycatcher	 1	 0	 1
Crested Tit	 4	 0	 4
Short-toed Treecreeper	 1	 1	 2
Penduline Tit	 5	 12	 17
Isabelline Shrike	 1	 0	 1
Lesser Grey Shrike	 2	 1	 3
Southern Grey Shrike	 2	 0	 2
Woodchat Shrike	 18	 4	 22
Nutcracker	 26	 0	 26
Chough	 2	 0	 2
Raven [since 1950]	 18	 21	 39
Rose-coloured Starling	 16	 1	 17
Serin	 14	 12	 26
Arctic Redpoll 
(see note 2 below)	 10	 1	 11
Two-barred Crossbill	 2	 0	 2
Parrot Crossbill	 3	 4	 7
Trumpeter Finch	 1	 0	 1
Common Rosefinch	 16	 1	 17
Pine Bunting	 1	 0	 1
Cirl Bunting	 18	 0	 18
Ortolan Bunting	 24	 4	 28
Rustic Bunting	 1	 0	 1
Little Bunting	 6	 0	 6
Yellow-breasted Bunting	 1	 0	 1
Black-headed Bunting	 3	 0	 3
Rose-breasted Grosbeak	 1	 0	 1
Baltimore Oriole	 1	 0	 1
			 

Species	 Up to	 Since	 Essex 
	 Wood	 Wood from	 Total 
	 (end 2004)	 01/01/05 

Species	 Up to	 Since	 Essex 
	 Wood	 Wood from	 Total 
	 (end 2004)	 01/01/05 

Notes			 
1. Historic records of White-tailed Eagles incomplete 		
2.  Although all Essex records have been assumed to be Coues’ Redpoll C.c. exilipes, it is possible that some 
may have been hornemanni
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Submission of Records
Guidelines for Observers

 
Records are the backbone of the Bird Report. The more that are submitted, the more accurate a 
picture the Report will give of the birding year. To answer the often-asked question “What records is 
the Society looking to receive?”, a list of guidelines has been drawn up detailing the exact data 
required for each species on the official Essex List. These guidelines are reviewed annually to ensure 
that declines/increases in numbers of particular species can be monitored. Records are submitted to 
either the British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC) if the species is sufficiently rare to be on their 
recognised list (see British Ornithologists’ Union’s The British List 1997, which highlights each 
species) or to the Society for all other species. 

1) National Rarity Records.
Any reports of species currently assessed by the BBRC require FULL DESCRIPTIONS to be sent to 
their Secretary (see Appendix 1). Description forms are available from the County Recorder(s) whose 
address appears on page 2.

A copy of any correspondence with the BBRC should be sent via a County Recorder to ensure that 
the Society is kept fully informed.  All Category D records (for details of British List Categories see 
Appendix 2) should also be sent to the BBRC for consideration. It should be noted that it is the 
current policy of the Society not to publish a national rarity record in the Bird Report until it has been 
accepted by the BBRC and, in the case of a British first, by the British Ornithologists’ Union Rarities 
Committee (BOURC), at which point it is deemed accepted by the Society.  All records on the official 
Essex List accord to this convention. 

2) Essex Records
Observers may now submit their records via the BTO web site using the Birdtrack facility and should 
access the following web site:  www.bto.org/birdtrack/

Otherwise all records from categories A, B, C, D and E (see Appendix 2) should be submitted via the 
County Recorder. Guidelines for individual species are set out below. In addition to the criteria listed, 
any records relating to plumage aberrations e.g. melanism, leucism and notes on any hard-weather 
movements would be gratefully received. Category D includes White Pelican, Greater Flamingo, 
Wood Duck, Red-headed and Indigo Buntings. Note that Category E refers to ALL escapes - this 
currently includes Black Swan and Ruddy Shelduck (actually in Category B but all records since 1950 
are considered to relate to escapes).

It should, however, be pointed out that these are only guidelines and any record that the observer 
feels is important should be submitted whether or not it is covered by the listed comments.

Whilst the Society welcomes records, observers should be aware that the Recorder, on behalf of the 
Recording Committee and the Society, need descriptions or notes (as indicated against the relevant 
species below) for a number of species which are scarce in Essex but not sufficiently rare to require 
submission to BBRC. Observers should please supply these descriptions/notes as a matter of course, 
without waiting to be asked. This is not because the Recorders doubt your record: it is simply a matter 
of normal scientific procedure to ensure that all records of scarcer species have been demonstrated 
to be correct. In addition, the Recorders may ask for clarification of a record or records should this be 
considered the appropriate action (for example, an exceptionally high count or an unusual location 
or date).  Again, such a request does not imply disbelief in the integrity of a record or records. It is an 
ongoing attempt to ensure that all records are of the highest calibre and reflect the expertise of the 
observer and the Society. Please note that, if a description or note (as appropriate) is not submitted 
where required or requested, the record will not feature in the Report and will not be included in any 
County totals for the relevant species. 

Traditionally accepted and commonly-used English names have been used instead of the new BOU 
names, as the Editors feel that, until regularly accepted, the existing names should be maintained.
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Species	D ata Required	S tatus

Those species below with a status BBRC are nationally rare that require descriptions. Those with a 
status of EBSIP (Essex Birdwatching Society’s Identification Panel) are rare and unusual species for 
Essex and require descriptions or notes. 

The three figures after BBRC or EBSIP in the systematic list follow the rules defined by Wood 
(2016):
w	The first figure denotes the number of Essex records up to and including those detailed in Birds 

of Essex (Wood 2007) which covered the years up to 31st December 2004 plus any historic 
records that have since been accepted by BBRC/BOURC/EBSIP.
w	The second figure denotes the number of Essex records during the period 1st January 2005 to 

31st December 2013 plus any historic records that have since been accepted by BBRC/BOURC/
EBSIP.
w	The third figure denotes the total number of Essex records.

MUTE SWAN 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
BEWICK’S SWAN 	A ll records.	
WHOOPER SWAN 	A ll records.	
TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE 	N otes	 EBSIP
TAIGA BEAN GOOSE	 Description	
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 	N otes.	
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 	A ll records.	
Greenland White-fronted Goose	 Description.	 EBSIP 
LESSER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE	Description.	 BBRC 
GREYLAG GOOSE 	 Breeding survey data and trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
[ROSS’S GOOSE]	 Description	 BBRC
CANADA GOOSE 	 Breeding survey data and trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
BARNACLE GOOSE 	A ll records.	
BRENT GOOSE		
Dark-bellied Brent	C ounts of 250+.  Assessment of numbers of juveniles  
	 as a percentage of flocks. Early and late dates.  
	C omments on large numbers arriving early/ 
	 departing late.  All inland and Inner Thames records.	
Pale-bellied Brent	A ll records	  
Black Brant	 Description (to include how hybrid was eliminated)	 EBSIP
RED-BREASTED GOOSE	 Description.	 BBRC 
EGYPTIAN GOOSE	A ll records.	
[RUDDY SHELDUCK]	 Description.	 EBSIP
SHELDUCK 	A ll breeding records.  All inland records.  
	C oastal counts of 100+.	
MANDARIN 	A ll records. Sex.	
WIGEON 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
AMERICAN WIGEON	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GADWALL 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+.	
[BAIKAL TEAL]	 Description	 BBRC
TEAL 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 100+.	
GREEN-WINGED TEAL	 Description.	 EBSIP 
MALLARD 	 Breeding survey data and trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
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PINTAIL 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+ and all Inner  
	 Thames records.	
GARGANEY 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
BLUE-WINGED TEAL	 Description.	 BBRC 
SHOVELER 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+.	
[MARBLED DUCK]	 Description	 BBRC
RED-CRESTED POCHARD	A ll records. Sex.	
POCHARD 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+.	
CANVASBACK	 Description.	 BBRC 
RING-NECKED DUCK 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
FERRUGINOUS DUCK 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
TUFTED DUCK 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
SCAUP 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
LESSER SCAUP	 Full description.	 EBSIP 
EIDER 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
KING EIDER	 Description.	 BBRC 
LONG-TAILED DUCK 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
COMMON SCOTER	A ll records.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
SURF SCOTER 	 Description. 	 EBSIP 
VELVET SCOTER	A ll records	  
GOLDENEYE 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
SMEW 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 	A ll records.  Age/sex. Inland – Notes.	
GOOSANDER 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
RUDDY DUCK 	A ll records.	
[WHITE-HEADED DUCK]	 Description	 BBRC
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE 	 Breeding survey data and trends and  
	 unusual breeding records. Counts of 10+.	
GREY PARTRIDGE 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
QUAIL 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
PHEASANT 	 Breeding survey data and trends and  
	 unusual breeding records. Counts of 30+.	
RED-THROATED DIVER 	A ll records. Plumage e.g. summer / winter. 	
BLACK-THROATED DIVER 	A ll records. Plumage e.g. summer / winter.	
GREAT NORTHERN DIVER 	A ll records. Plumage e.g. summer / winter. 	
LITTLE GREBE 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 10+.	
GREAT CRESTED GREBE 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 10+.	
RED-NECKED GREBE 	A ll records. Plumage e.g. summer / winter. 	
SLAVONIAN GREBE 	A ll records. Plumage e.g. summer / winter. 	
BLACK-NECKED GREBE 	A ll records. Plumage e.g. summer / winter.	
FULMAR 	A ll records.	
CORY’S SHEARWATER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GREAT SHEARWATER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
SOOTY SHEARWATER 	N otes	 EBSIP
MANX SHEARWATER 	A ll records.	
BALEARIC SHEARWATER 	 Description.	 EBSI
STORM PETREL 	 Description.	 EBSIP

Species	D ata Required	S tatus
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LEACH’S PETREL 	N otes	 EBSIP
GANNET 	A ll records.  Age.	
CORMORANT 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+. 	
SHAG 	A ll records.  Age.	
BITTERN 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	  
AMERICAN BITTERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
LITTLE BITTERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
NIGHT HERON	 Description.	 BBRC 
SQUACCO HERON	 Description.	 BBRC 
CATTLE EGRET	N otes	 EBSIP
LITTLE EGRET 	 Breeding records. Counts of 10+.	
GREAT WHITE EGRET	N otes.	
GREY HERON 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 10+.	
PURPLE HERON 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
BLACK STORK	 Description.	 BBRC 
WHITE STORK 	 Description.	 EBSIP
GLOSSY IBIS	 Description	 EBSIP 
SPOONBILL 	A ll records	
HONEY BUZZARD 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
BLACK KITE	 Description.	 EBSIP 
RED KITE 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
WHITE-TAILED EAGLE	 Description.	 BBRC 
EGYPTIAN VULTURE	 Description.	 BBRC 
MARSH HARRIER 	A ll records.  Age/sex. (AMBER LIST SPECIES)	
HEN HARRIER 	A ll records.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
PALLID HARRIER	 Description.	 BBRC 
MONTAGU’S HARRIER 	 Description. To include notes on elimination  
	 of Pallid Harrier.	 EBSIP
GOSHAWK 	 Description.	 EBSIP
SPARROWHAWK 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
COMMON BUZZARD 	A ll records.  Age.	
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD 	 Description.	 EBSIP
SPOTTED EAGLE	 Description.	 BBRC 
OSPREY	A ll records	  
LESSER KESTREL	 Description.	 BBRC 
KESTREL 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 5+	
RED-FOOTED FALCON	 Description.	 EBSIP 
MERLIN 	A ll records.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
HOBBY	A ll records.  Age.	
ELEONORA’S FALCON	 Description	 BBRC 
PEREGRINE 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
WATER RAIL	A ll records.	
SPOTTED CRAKE	 Description.	 EBSIP
LITTLE CRAKE	 Description.	 BBRC 
BAILLON’S CRAKE	 Description.	 BBRC 
CORNCRAKE 	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP
MOORHEN 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 10+.	

Species	D ata Required	S tatus
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COOT 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
LITTLE BUSTARD	 Description.	 BBRC 
GREAT BUSTARD	 Description.	 BBRC 
COMMON CRANE 	N otes	 EBSIP
OYSTERCATCHER	A ll breeding records.  All inland and Inner Thames  
	 records. Counts of 50+ elsewhere.	
BLACK-WINGED STILT	 Description.	 BBRC 
AVOCET 	A ll records.	
STONE CURLEW	N otes	 EBSIP
CREAM-COLOURED COURSER	 Description.	 BBRC 
COLLARED PRATINCOLE	 Description.	 BBRC 
ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE	 Description.	 BBRC 
BLACK-WINGED PRATINCOLE	 Description.	 BBRC 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER	A ll records.	
RINGED PLOVER 	A ll breeding records.  All inland records.  
	C ounts of 50+ elsewhere.	
KENTISH PLOVER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GREATER SAND PLOVER	 Description.	 BBRC 
DOTTEREL 	 Description.	 EBSIP
AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GOLDEN PLOVER	A ll records May to July. Counts of 50+ rest of year. 	
GREY PLOVER 	A ll records May to July. Counts of 100+ rest of year.  
	A ll inland and Inner Thames records.	
SOCIABLE PLOVER	 Description.	 BBRC 
WHITE-TAILED PLOVER	 Description	 BBRC
LAPWING 	A ll breeding records.  All other records May to July.  
	C ounts of 100+ rest of year.	
KNOT 	A ll records May to July. Counts of 100+ rest of year.  
	A ll inland and Inner Thames records.	
SANDERLING 	A ll records May to July. Counts of 20+ rest of year.  
	A ll inland and Inner Thames records.	
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER	 Description	 BBRC 
WESTERN SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
LITTLE STINT 	A ll records.	
TEMMINCK’S STINT	 Description.	 EBSIP
WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
BAIRD’S SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER 	 Description.	 EBSIP
CURLEW SANDPIPER 	A ll records.	
STILT SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
PURPLE SANDPIPER 	A ll records.	
DUNLIN 	A ll records May to July. Counts of 300+ rest of year.  
	A ll inland records.	
BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER 	 Description	 EBSIP
RUFF 	A ll records.	
JACK SNIPE 	A ll records.	

Species	D ata Required	S tatus
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SNIPE 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 10+.	
GREAT SNIPE	 Description.	 BBRC
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER	 Description.	 BBRC 
WOODCOCK 	A ll records.	
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT	A ll possible breeding records.  All records June and July.  
	C ounts of 30+ rest of year. Race of spring-plumaged  
	 birds.  All inland and Inner Thames records.  
	 (RED LIST SPECIES)	
BAR-TAILED GODWIT 	A ll records from May to July. Counts of 50+ rest  
	 of year.  All inland and Inner Thames records. 	
WHIMBREL 	A ll records.	
CURLEW 	A ll inland and Inner Thames records. Counts of  
	 50+ elsewhere.	
SPOTTED REDSHANK 	A ll records.	
REDSHANK 	A ll breeding records.  All inland records. Counts of  
	 50+ elsewhere.	
MARSH SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
GREENSHANK 	A ll records.	
GREATER YELLOWLEGS	 Description.	 BBRC 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS	 Description.	 BBRC 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
GREEN SANDPIPER 	A ll records.	
WOOD SANDPIPER	A ll records.	
TEREK SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
COMMON SANDPIPER	A ll records.	
SPOTTED SANDPIPER	 Description.	 BBRC
TURNSTONE 	A ll records May to July. Counts of 30+ rest of year.  
	A ll inland and Inner Thames records.	
WILSON’S PHALAROPE	 Description.	 BBRC 
RED-NECKED PHALAROPE 	N otes. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP
GREY PHALAROPE 	N otes	 EBSIP
POMARINE SKUA 	N otes to include details of age, weather conditions,  
	 distance, optics, experience.	 EBSIP
ARCTIC SKUA 	A ll records.  Age.	
LONG-TAILED SKUA 	 Description to include details of age, weather  
	 conditions, distance, optics, experience.	 EBSIP
GREAT SKUA 	A ll records.  Age.	
SABINE’S GULL 	 Description.	 EBSIP
KITTIWAKE 	A ll records.  Age.	
BONAPARTE’S GULL	 Description.	 BBRC 
BLACK-HEADED GULL	A ll breeding records. Counts of 500+.	
LITTLE GULL 	A ll records.  Age.	
LAUGHING GULL	 Description.	 BBRC 
FRANKLIN’S GULL	 Description.	 BBRC 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL 	A ll records.  Age.	
COMMON GULL 	A ll records May to August. Otherwise counts of 250+.	
RING-BILLED GULL 	 Description.	 EBSIP
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 	A ll breeding records. Counts 50+ May to August.  
	O therwise counts of 200+.	
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HERRING GULL 	A ll breeding records. Counts 50+ May to August.  
	O therwise counts of 200+. Counts in roosts of  
	 argenteus and argentatus.	
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL	A ll records, notes away from Thames outside peak  
	 July to October period.	 EBSIP
CASPIAN GULL	N otes from Thames; description from other areas.	 EBSIP
ICELAND GULL 	 Description.	 EBSIP
THAYER’S GULL	 Description.	 BBRC 
GLAUCOUS GULL 	 Description.	 EBSIP
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 	A ll records May to August. Otherwise counts of 100+.	
GULL-BILLED TERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
CASPIAN TERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
SANDWICH TERN	A ll records.  Age.	
ROSEATE TERN 	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP 
COMMON TERN 	A ll breeding records.  All inland records. Early and  
	 late dates. Counts of 20+.	
ARCTIC TERN 	A ll records.  Age.	
FORSTER’S TERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
BRIDLED TERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
LITTLE TERN 	A ll records.  Age.	
Least Tern	 Description.	 BBRC 
WHISKERED TERN	 Description.	 BBRC 
BLACK TERN 	A ll records.  Age.	
WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GUILLEMOT 	A ll records.	
RAZORBILL 	A ll records.	 EBSIP
BLACK GUILLEMOT 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
LITTLE AUK 	A ll records.	
PUFFIN 	N otes.  All records.	 EBSIP
PALLAS’S SANDGROUSE	 Description.	 BBRC 
ROCK DOVE/FERAL PIGEON 	 Breeding survey data and trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
STOCK DOVE 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+.  
	N otes on nesting sites, ie: natural or man made.	
WOODPIGEON 	 Breeding survey data and trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts of 250+.	
COLLARED DOVE 	 Breeding survey data and trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts of 50+.	
TURTLE DOVE 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
RING-NECKED PARAKEET 	A ll records. Sex.	
CUCKOO 	A ll breeding records. Identity of parasitised species.  
	 Early and late dates. Records of hepatic phase.	
BARN OWL 	A ll records.	
Dark-breasted Barn Owl	 Description.	 EBSIP 
SCOPS OWL	 Description.	 BBRC 
SNOWY OWL	 Description.	 BBRC 
LITTLE OWL 	A ll records.	
TAWNY OWL	A ll records.	

Species	D ata Required	S tatus

EBS 2013 Bird Report pp.indd   168 28/2/16   19:00:55



submission of records  169

LONG-EARED OWL 	A ll records.	
SHORT-EARED OWL	A ll records.	
TENGMALM’S OWL	 Description.	 BBRC 
NIGHTJAR 	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP
WHITE-THROATED NEEDLETAIL	 Description.	 BBRC 
SWIFT 	A ll breeding season data, trends and unusual records. 
	 Early and late dates. Counts of 100+.	
PALLID SWIFT	 Description.	 BBRC
ALPINE SWIFT	 Description.	 EBSIP 
KINGFISHER 	A ll records.	
BEE-EATER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
ROLLER	 Description.	 BBRC 
HOOPOE 	N otes.	 EBSIP
WRYNECK 	N otes.  All records. (RED LIST SPECIES).	 EBSIP
GREEN WOODPECKER	 Breeding season data, trends and unusual records	
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 	 Breeding season data, trends and unusual records	
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER	A ll records.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
SHORT-TOED LARK 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
WOODLARK 	N otes. (RED LIST SPECIES).	 EBSIP
SKYLARK 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES).	
SHORELARK 	A ll records.	
SAND MARTIN 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	 Early and late dates. Counts of 100+. 	
SWALLOW 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	 Early and late dates. Counts of 100+. 	
RED-RUMPED SWALLOW	 Description.	 EBSIP 
HOUSE MARTIN 	A ll breeding records/nest counts; trends and unusual  
	 records. Early and late dates. Counts of 50+. 	
RICHARD’S PIPIT	 Description.	 EBSIP 
TAWNY PIPIT 	 Description. 	 BBRC 
OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT	 Description.	 EBSIP 
TREE PIPIT 	A ll records.	
MEADOW PIPIT 	A ll breeding records, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 30+. Records/counts indicative of  
	 migration or passage.	
RED-THROATED PIPIT	 Description.	 BBRC 
ROCK PIPIT 	A ll records.	
WATER PIPIT 	A ll records.	
YELLOW WAGTAIL 	A ll records. (AMBER LIST SPECIES).  
	N otes on breeding habitat.	
Blue-headed Wagtail 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
Other sub-species: Ashy-headed,  
Grey-headed and  
Black-headed Wagtails	 Description.	 BBRC
CITRINE WAGTAIL	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GREY WAGTAIL 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
PIED WAGTAIL 	 Breeding survey data, breeding trends and  
	 unusual breeding records. Counts of 20+.	
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White Wagtail 	A ll records. 	
WAXWING 	A ll records.	
DIPPER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
WREN 	 Breeding survey data, breeding trends and  
	 unusual breeding records.	
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD	 Description.	 BBRC 
DUNNOCK 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
ALPINE ACCENTOR	 Description.	 BBRC 
ROBIN 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
NIGHTINGALE 	A ll records.	
BLUETHROAT 	 Description.	 EBSIP
BLACK REDSTART 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
REDSTART 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
WHINCHAT 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
STONECHAT 	A ll records.  Age/sex. Notes on race.	
SIBERIAN STONECHAT	 Description.	 BBRC 
WHEATEAR 	A ll records.  Age/sex. 	
Greenland Wheatear	A ll records.	
BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR	 Description.	 BBRC 
DESERT WHEATEAR	 Description.	 BBRC 
WHITE’S THRUSH	 Description.	 BBRC 
RING OUZEL 	A ll records.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
BLACKBIRD 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
NAUMANN’S THRUSH	 Description.	 BBRC 
RED-THROATED THRUSH	 Description.	 BBRC 
FIELDFARE 	C ounts of 50+. Early and late dates including unusual  
	 numbers at atypical times of year. Summering records.	
SONG THRUSH 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES) Notes on  
	 breeding habitat.	
REDWING 	C ounts of 50+. Early and late dates including unusual  
	 numbers at atypical times of year. Summering records.	
MISTLE THRUSH 	A ll breeding records. Counts of 20+.	
CETTI’S WARBLER 	A ll records	 EBSIP
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
SAVI’S WARBLER	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 BBRC 
AQUATIC WARBLER 	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 BBRC 
SEDGE WARBLER 	 Breeding survey data, breeding trends and unusual  
	 breeding records. Counts indicative of migration or  
	 passage. Early and late dates.	
BLYTH’S REED WARBLER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
PADDYFIELD WARBLER	 Description.	 BBRC 
MARSH WARBLER 	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP 
REED WARBLER	 Breeding survey data, breeding trends and unusual breeding  
	 records. Counts indicative of migration or passage.  
	 Early and late dates.	
GREAT REED WARBLER	 Description.	 BBRC 
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BOOTED WARBLER	 Description.	 BBRC 
ICTERINE WARBLER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
MELODIOUS WARBLER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
BLACKCAP 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 10+ indicative of migration or passage.  All wintering records.	
GARDEN WARBLER	A ll breeding records, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts indicative of migration or passage. Early and late dates.	
BARRED WARBLER 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
LESSER WHITETHROAT 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts indicative of migration or passage. Early and late dates.	
ASIAN DESERT WARBLER	 Description.	 BBRC
WHITETHROAT 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts indicative of migration or passage.  
	 Early and late dates.	
DARTFORD WARBLER 	N otes. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP 
SUBALPINE WARBLER	 Description. This species has now been split into  
	 two species, Eastern and Western Subalpine Warbler.  
	A ssign where possible for submission to BBRC.	 EBSIP 
GREENISH WARBLER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
ARCTIC WARBLER	 Description.	 BBRC 
PALLAS’S WARBLER 	 Description.	 EBSIP
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER 	N otes.	 EBSIP 
HUME’S WARBLER 	 Description.	 BBRC
RADDE’S WARBLER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
DUSKY WARBLER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
WOOD WARBLER 	A ll records.	
CHIFFCHAFF 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 10+ indicative of migration or passage.  
	A ll wintering records.	
Siberian Chiffchaff	 Description.	 BBRC
WILLOW WARBLER 	A ll breeding records, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 10+ indicative of migration or passage.  
	 Early and late dates.	
GOLDCREST 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 5+ indicative of migration or passage.	
FIRECREST 	A ll records. Sex. 	
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)  
	N otes on breeding habitat.	
RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER	 Description.	 EBSIP 
COLLARED FLYCATCHER	 Description.	 BBRC
PIED FLYCATCHER 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
BEARDED TIT 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
LONG-TAILED TIT 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
Northern Long-tailed Tit	 Description.	 BBRC 
MARSH TIT 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
WILLOW TIT	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP
COAL TIT 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage. 	
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Continental Coal Tit	N otes.	 EBSIP
BLUE TIT 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
GREAT TIT 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
CRESTED TIT	 Description.	 EBSIP
NUTHATCH 	A ll records.	
TREECREEPER 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
SHORT-TOED TREECREEPER	 Description.	 BBRC 
PENDULINE TIT	 Description.	 BBRC 
GOLDEN ORIOLE 	 Description. 	 EBSIP
ISABELLINE SHRIKE	 Description, including racial characters.	 BBRC 
RED-BACKED SHRIKE 	N otes.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES) 	 EBSIP
LESSER GREY SHRIKE	 Description.	 BBRC
GREAT GREY SHRIKE 	 Description.	 EBSIP
SOUTHERN GREY SHRIKE	 Description.	 BBRC 
WOODCHAT SHRIKE 	 Description.	 BBRC 
JAY 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.	
MAGPIE 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.  
	C ounts of 20+.	
NUTCRACKER	 Description.	 BBRC 
CHOUGH	 Description.	 EBSIP 
JACKDAW 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.  
	 Flocks of 50+. 	
ROOK 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.  
	 Flocks of 100+. 	
CARRION CROW 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	R ecords/counts indicative of migration or passage.  
	 Flocks of 50+.	
HOODED CROW 	N otes. To include notes on how  
	C arrion x Hooded Crow hybrid was eliminated.	 EBSIP
RAVEN 	N otes (all records outside LNHS area).	 EBSIP 
STARLING 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES).	
ROSE-COLOURED STARLING	 Description.	 EBSIP 
HOUSE SPARROW 	A ll counts of 50+ (RED LIST SPECIES) Notes on  
	 winter food sources.	
TREE SPARROW 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES).	
CHAFFINCH 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 30+. Records/counts indicative of  
	 migration or passage. Notes on winter food sources.	
BRAMBLING 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
SERIN 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
GREENFINCH 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 50+. Records/counts indicative of  
	 migration or passage. Notes on winter food sources.	
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GOLDFINCH 	 Breeding survey data, trends and unusual records.  
	C ounts of 50+. Records/counts indicative of  
	 migration or passage. Notes on winter food sources.	
SISKIN 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
LINNET 	A ll records (RED LIST SPECIES) Notes on winter food sources.	
TWITE 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
LESSER REDPOLL 	A ll records.  Age/sex. 	
COMMON/MEALY REDPOLL	 Description, all races.	 EBSIP
ARCTIC REDPOLL	 Description.	 EBSIP 
TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL	 Description.	 BBRC 
CROSSBILL 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
PARROT CROSSBILL	 Description.	 BBRC 
COMMON ROSEFINCH 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
TRUMPETER FINCH	 Description.	 BBRC 
BULLFINCH 	A ll records.  Age/sex. (RED LIST SPECIES)	
Northern Bullfinch	 Description.	 EBSIP
HAWFINCH 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
LAPLAND BUNTING 	N otes.  Age/sex.	 EBSIP
SNOW BUNTING 	A ll records.  Age/sex.	
PINE BUNTING	 Description.	 BBRC 
YELLOWHAMMER 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES).  
	N otes on winter food sources.	
CIRL BUNTING 	 Description. (RED LIST SPECIES)	 EBSIP 
ORTOLAN BUNTING 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
RUSTIC BUNTING	 Description.	 BBRC 
LITTLE BUNTING 	 Description.	 EBSIP 
YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING	 Description.	 BBRC 
REED BUNTING 	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)  
Notes on winter food sources	
[RED-HEADED BUNTING]	 Description.	 BBRC
BLACK-HEADED BUNTING	 Description.	 BBRC 
CORN BUNTING	A ll records. (RED LIST SPECIES)  
Notes on winter food sources	
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK	 Description.	 BBRC 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE	 Description.	 BBRC 

Appendix 1 – National Rarity Records
Rarity Descriptions should be sent via a County Recorder (address on Page 5) to British Birds 

Rarities Committee (BBRC):  Website: bbrc.org.uk/recorders.htm
Note that it is now BBRC policy to accept descriptions and digital images online wherever 

possible.
N.B. British Birds Magazine usually publishes every November or December a full listing of BBRC 

accepted (and rejected) rarity records: 4 Harlequin Gardens, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN37 
7PF. Tel/Fax: (01424) 755155 Email: subscriptions@britishbirds.co.uk
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Appendix 2 - The British List
The British List is the official list of species that have been recorded in Great Britain and has been 
maintained for over 100 years by the British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU). Each species is categorised 
according to its status in Britain. The Systematic List provides a summary of published information, 
since scientific records began about species that have occurred in Essex and fall into the British 
Ornithologists’ Union categories defined as follows:
Category A: Species that have been recorded in an apparently natural state at least once since 1st 
January 1950.
Category B: Species that were recorded in an apparently natural state at least once up to 31st 
December 1949, but have not been recorded subsequently.
Category C: Species that, although originally introduced by Man, either deliberately or accidentally, 
have established breeding populations derived from introduced stock, that maintain themselves 
without necessary recourse to further introduction.
w	 (C1) Naturalised introductions Species that have occurred only as a result of introduction e.g. 

Egyptian Goose.
w	 (C2) Naturalised establishments Species with established populations as a result of 

introduction by Man, but which also occur in an apparently natural state e.g. Canada Goose.
w	 (C3) Naturalised re-establishments Species with populations successfully re-established by 

Man in areas of former occurrence e.g. Red Kite.
w	 (C4) Naturalised feral species Domesticated species with populations established in the wild 

e.g. Rock Dove.
w	 (C5) Vagrant naturalised species Species from established naturalised populations abroad e.g. 

some/all Ruddy Shelducks occurring in Britain.
w	 (C6) Former naturalised species – species formerly placed in C1 whose naturalised 

populations are either no longer self-sustaining or are considered extinct, e.g. Lady Amherst’s 
Pheasant Chrysolophus amherstiae.

Category D: Species that would otherwise appear in Categories A or B except that:
w	 (D1) there is reasonable doubt that they have ever occurred in the wild state.
w	 (D2) they have certainly arrived with a combination of ship and human assistance, including 

provision of food and shelter.
w	 (D3) they have only ever been found dead on the tideline; or
w	 (D4) species that would otherwise appear in Category C except that their feral populations may 

or may not be self-supporting.
Category E: Species that have been recorded as introductions, transportees or escapees from 
captivity, and whose breeding populations (if any) are thought not to be self sustaining. 

Appendix 3 – The Essex List
Note that both Ruddy Shelduck and Snow Goose are regarded as Category E species within the 
county.

Four species (Ross’s Goose, Marbled Duck, White-headed Duck & Red-headed Bunting) have been 
added to the list as the BBRC are requesting all records with a view to forming a pattern of occurrence. 
This may well result in the upgrading of any or all to the British list in the future.

There were no new species recorded in 2013, the Essex total therefore remains at 386.
For more details on the decisions of the BOURC see Recent news and decisions from Records 

Committee (BOURC) on their website:  www.bou.org.uk
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Essex Birdwatching Society
Receipts & Payments for the Year Ended 31st December 2013

Receipts	 2013

Subscriptions received	 9,629

Donations	 1,894

Gift Aid Received	 1,577

C.A.F.	 20

Sales of Essex Bird Reports	 298

Sales of Essex Birding	 13

Polo shirts	 25

Birds of Prey Conference	 69

Conservation Award	 1,500

Victuals	 82

Pyman Lecture	 85

Field Trips	 4,203

Car Stickers	 2

Bank Interest	 255

	

£19,652

Payments	 2013

Postages and Incidentals	

Membership Secretary	 17

Lectures	

Fees	 523 
Hire of Rooms	 324

Publications	

Essex Birding 
No.121	 2,718 
No.122	 3,008

Essex Bird Report 
2010	 5,045	
Other Expenses	

Fixture Cards	 121 
Bird Seed	 4,202 
NTGG Colour Rings	 500 
Collection Boxes	 9 
Bradwell BO Signage	 914 
Field Trips	 3,560 
Web site	 168 
Birds of Prey Conference	 24 
Pyman Lecture	 100 
Insurance	 976 
Accountancy Fees	 368 
Laminator	 40 
Calor Gas	 105 
Laptop Charger	 24 
	 22,746

Excess of Expenditure over Income	 (3,094)

	

£19,652
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Connah Goldsworthy 
Chartered Certified  Accountants 
12 Station Court, Station  Approach,  Wickford, Essex SS11 7AT	

	
January, 2014

Cash Statement for the Year Ended 31st December 2013

1st January 2013

Balance of Current Account  
Brought Forward	 2,800

Balance of Business Base Rate Tracker 
investment Account Brought Forward	 201

Balance on Business Saver Account  
Brought Forward	 18,687

Balance on Treasury Deposit  
Brought Forward	 25,460

 	

£47,148

31st December 2013

Balance of Current Account  
Carried Forward	 3,144

Balance of Business Base Rate  
Tracker Account Carried Forward	 201

Balance on Business Saver Account  
Carried Forward	 2,402

Balance on Treasury Deposit  
Carried Forward	 15,000

Balance on Field Meetings  
Cash Float Carried Forward	 60

Balance on Bradwell BO Account  
Carried Forward	 248

Excess of Expenditure over |Income	 3,094

£47,148
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Notice To Contributors
The Editorial Committee welcomes original notes or papers concerning the ornithology of the 
county, which should be submitted to the Editors by not later than 31st  August for publication in 
the same year. They should be submitted in a Microsoft  Word document or written, preferably 
typed, on one side of the sheet only, with double-spacing. Proofs will be sent to the author for 
checking only if specifically requested.

To preserve uniformity of presentation, certain conventions of style and layout should be used. This 
and previous issues of the Report provide guidance in this respect. Particular attention should, 
however, be paid to the following:
w	 English species names to have capital initials for each word, except after a hyphen, but group 

names should not e.g. Great Crested Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, grebes.
w	I f included, scientific names to be given after the first mention of the species, italicised but not 

in brackets or as an appendix.
w	 Dates to take the form 16th January 1998 except in tables, where appropriate abbreviations 

may be used.
w	N ormally, words to be used for single numbers i.e. up to ten, but numerals for numbers of 11 or 

more. Exceptions are numbers containing fractions e.g. 5½, linked by a hyphen e.g. 3-5, or where 
they refer to a table or diagram.

w	 Tables and diagrams to be on separate sheets, clearly labelled and point of insertion in the text 
indicated. Preferably the tables should be designed to fit the width of a page, or a whole page 
lengthways. 

w	A ny Excel files/graphs must only be presented in black-and-white (i.e. NOT colour). For 
simplicity, these should be submitted together in their own file and be clearly labelled. 

w	 Use Indian ink for line drawings.

Please consult the Editor(s) regarding the submission of any work.
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Reservoir Permit Holders
Essex & Suffolk Water in conjunction with English Nature in the light of the Health and Safety Act 
has restricted access to EBS members at both Abberton and Hanningfield Reservoirs.  With regards 
to the former, no permits are available until further notice due to the major construction work 
taking place there at present (2016).  As at Hanningfield, there are normally ten, non-transferable, 
permanent permit holders plus four “floating” day permits that are held at the Abberton and 
Hanningfield Essex Wildlife Trust (EWT) Visitor Centres respectively.  When the time comes permits 
will be issued to those members who regularly send in records from the reservoir together with 
descriptions where necessary. Those at Hanningfield will also be reviewed in this way from time to 
time.  An Indemnity Form will have to be signed by all permit holders.

Each permanent permit holder has a guest permit that allows one other member to accompany the 
permanent permit holder in restricted areas, as long as the new, stricter terms and conditions are 
observed.

Each day permit covers two EBS members. EBS members may book a ‘floating’ permit in advance 
or borrow on the day. 

Please note each EWT Visitor Centre is open 9am-5pm. Hanningfield Visitor Centre is open seven 
days a week but Abberton is closed on Mondays, except for Bank Holidays falling on a Monday.

    Users of all permits are expected to:

w	N ote and observe the new, stricter terms and conditions
w	N otify the Control Room when you enter and leave the reservoir:
w	 Hanningfield: 01245-400132
w	A bberton: 01206-235101
w	N otify the respective EWT Visitor Centre of any bird sightings
w	C ontinue to send their bird sightings to the Society

The Society will perform an annual check to ensure that permanent permit holders are following 
their obligations.

The following possess permanent, non-transferable permits:
Hanningfield: D.  Acfield, G.R. Ekins, R. Flindall, N.C. Green, D.Jobbins, S. Shippey, G. Snowden, J. Tayler, 
R.  Widgery.

Special access conditions have been negotiated with Essex & Suffolk Water and EWT if a rarity 
should be present on either reservoir. 

The Society is still in negotiations with Essex & Suffolk Water regarding the number, use and 
coverage of all permits.
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Notes
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